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Segervissa talibaner ndrmar sig Kabul For tvd mdnader sedan intog de staden. SYDASIENS Bo Gunnarsson befann sig strax innan 
stadenfoll. Dagarna prdglades av visslande projektilerjakten pd en taxirdnare och samtal med oroliga Kabulbor . 



Projektiler, taxiran och forvirring 



Dramatiska dagar 
innan Kabul foil 



Det har varit en ling natt i Kabul. 
Talibanema har bjudit pi stort fyrver- 
keri frin sina skyttevam i stans sodra delar. 
Roda spirljus frin bida sidor korsade him- 
meln, bansama kom titt som tatt och ofta 
nara och maskingevarens smatter ekade 
mellan bergen. 

Tillsammans med BBC:s filmteam var 
jag nere vid fronten tidigare pi kv alien. I 
svagt minljus och med det spoklika, ut- 
bombade kungapalatset i ryggen forsokte 



vi placera de stridandes positioner. 

Det visade sig vara lattare an vi anat: De 
visslande projektilema slog ned bara 200 m 
frin OSS. 

Talibanema var 12 km narmare Kabuls 
kama an vad sakerhetstjanstens folk sagt. 

Vi var alia ikladda hjalmar och skottsak- 
ra vastar precis som BBC:s arbetsskydds- 
resler sa^er men det kandes inte alls tryg- 
sare. 

Pi iterva2:en senom den ode huvudsta- 



den forvinas vi over att det inte langre finns 
nigra checkpoints eller tecken till militar 
aktivitet. 

Ingen sager nigot - vi har ju alia sett hur 
laget ar. 

Min tolk och hjalpare, Abdul, ar ocksi 
oroad nar han dyker upp pi formiddagen. 

- Allah forbjude att de tar Sarobi, sager 
han. 

Han ar tajik, lojal till Rabbanis regim 

VAND! 
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FORTS. 

och en stor beundrare av Massoud, den en- 
de mujahedinledaren som staimade kvar 
inne i landet under den nio §r l^ga kampen 
mot den sovjetiska ockupationsarmen. 

Den etniska tillhorigheten ar en orsak 
till att bans starka antipatier mot talibaner- 
na som best^ mest av pashtuner Mn so- 
dem. 

Men ocksk deras kviiinosyn uppror ho- 
nom. 

- Den strider mot den heliga koranen 
oclidrar islam i vanrykte, sager ban. 

Afedul ar varken liberal eller moderat 
utan snarare bokstavstrogen fundamenta- 
list, 

En ganska belast lekman. 

- Ingenting i koranen forbjuder utbild- 

ning av kvinnor, sager ban. Tvanom. 
Profeten Muhammad - fred over honom - 
uppmanade alia att soka lardom om det 
skuUe ske i fjarran Kina. Att hSUa kviaaca^- 
na utanfor kunskapens faltir swWJtt jitti- 
stalla dem med djur. 

Likt mdnga muslimer famiar ban efter 
argument for att bevisa att islam inte ir 
kvinnofientligt. 

- Hadithema (profetversema) ger k\in- 
noma ratt till sexuell njutning, sager han. 
Mannen uppmanas att gora sin hustru upp- 

Brutal taxitdtle 

Mitt program under den knappa vecka som 
jag ar i Kabul bar spikats av slumpen: Vid 
ankomsten hit rinades jag av en brutal ung 
taxikille som viftade med en kalashnikov 
och hotade att frin tre decimeters hill blS- 
sa bort allt jag hade i huvudet. 

Hela bagaget med kameror, nytagen 
film, anteckningar, pass och kontanter for- 
svann. 

Jag hade tur som klarade livhanken n^ 
jag lyckades ta mig ut ur taxin och fly ut i 
morkret forfoljd forst till fots och senare av 
den bilbume rinaren. 

Det var en fasansfiill upplevelse och 
forsta gingen under 25 ir i Asien som jag 
rikat ut for nigot si dramatiskt. 

Efter en somnlos natt hos BBC:s Alan 
Pierce gSller det forst och firamst att fi 
fram ett nytt pass, tillfredsstalla fbrsak- 
ringsbolaget hemma och informera af- 
ghanska UD:s presstjanst om det skedda. 

Abdul stiller helhjartat upp. 

Gront te och kakor 

Men var gor man en polisanmalan i Kabul? 
Den polls som hjalpte mig efter rlnet ville 
inte ens ge sitt namn utan ritade bara ned 
nigra krikor pi ett papper sOm betydde 
"sakerhetschef". 

Det problemet loser UD:s talesman dr 
Minhaj som buUar upp med gront te, kafcor 
och ett stort fat med harliga vindruvor. 

- Det ar inte si ofta vi bar utlandska 
joumaiister har numera, sager han. Det ver- 
kar som om alia v^t sig vid kriget och 'ar 



FoTOrPRESSENSBttD 

"En kvinna i en 
sloja dr likt en par- 
la i en mussla" en- 
ligt fundamentalis- 
tisk propaganda. 

Kvinnornas situa- 
tion i Afghanistan 
dr svdr oavsett om 
man, som kvinnor - 
na pa bilden, mdste 
fly hemifrdn eller 
om man tillhdr den 
segrande sidan. 



blinda for det som hinder. 

Han fixar omedelbart ett mote med vice 
utrikesministem dr Ghafoorzai som tar sig 
tid trots att han nigon timme senare skall 
ika till New York och FN:s generalfor- 
samling. 

Mer te, mera dnivor, rundsnack om lag 
och ordning, talibaner och kvinnor. Sedan 
dyker AH Engineer, 36, toppman i saker- 
hetstjansten, upp med alia sina hvvakter for 
att ta over spaningama over rinaren. 

Jag bar ett bra signalement pi rinaren 
och tillbringar de narmaste sex timmama 
pi faltet - Kabuls busstationer - och blir 
sen hembjuden till honom. 

- Det firms for minga som inte har ni- 
gonting alls och dessutom en klick laglosa 
som dodar folk lika latt som flugor, sager 
Ali och sky Her pi det soin ban sMger "eviga 
krigandet". 





Att vara pank ar inget ooverkomligt hin- 
der i Kabul. Minga bar travar av sedlar 
men vad ar dom virda? 

- Islamsk jamstalldhet, skamtar Abdul. 

Vi gir gata upp och ner och tittar in i al- 
ia fotostudios och kameraaffarer vi ser, 
dricker te, diskuterar livet och antyder virt 
intresse av att kopa en Nikonkamera. 

Alia ar overens om att vintem blir den 
sviraste hittills. 

Struntar i siojan 

Vi besoker Pressens Hus och moter 
kvinnliga joumaiister som alia ar emot den 
burkha som pitvingats dem i ett dekret 
som de totalt struntar i. 

Alia ar emot den men andi gir isiktema 
isar: En del menar att den ar en tvingstroja, 
andra att den ger frihet frin mSnnens nar- 
gingna blickar. 
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- Nar mannen inte kan se om kvinnoma 
ar unga eller gamla, fula eUer sota, si antas- 
tar de dem inte, sager Laila Yalda som ar 
redaktor for kviimotidningen Madh som 
regeringen just beslutat att lagga ned. 

Laild^ ai parfflit dam strax under 40 som 
rodnande berattar om sitt forestiende brol- 
lop, ar kand bland eliten i Kabul som lan- 
dets egen "wallraffare". 

I en svart burkha - forsta gSngen som 
jag anvande en, fnissar hon - reste hon i 
somras till Khost och flera andra omriden 
dar talibanema styr for att rapportera om 
vadsomsfcett. 

- Jag tror inte att jag skulle kunna uthar- 
da att leva imder talibaa^as lagar, suckar 
hon. 

Madh gir i graven men ingen av dem 
verkar ta det sarskilt hSrt. 
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- Kanske ar det foraningar om att nigot 
varre vantar, skamtar Amina Sahar, just 

gift sig med en mujahedin. Om talibanema 
kommer forbjuds alia tidningar. 

Utanfor Pressens Hus ser jag ett plakat 
med en kvinna i svart sloja. 

"En kviima i sloja ar likt en parla i en 
mussla", sager texten som ar forfattad av 
Departementet fdr Frdmjande av Dygder 
och Forhindrande av Synd. 

For femtioelfte g^gen svar jag over att 
jag inte har ens den minsta lilla kamera. 

Strategiskt viktig plats 

Pi BBC hiller Alan och Philip pi att lasa in 
speakertexter till tre TV-insiag som de fil- 
mat under dagen i Sarobi. 

- biir svSrt for talibanema att kom- 
ma fram den vagen, sager Alan och visar 



tittama hur strategiskt viktig den har plat- 
sen ar. 

Ali Engineer, sakerhetschefen som le- 
der utredningen av rinet, dyker inte upp pi 
sondagskvallen di han bestamt att gora en 
stor operation med tjogtalet civilkladda 
agenter vid andstationen for bussama frin 
Mazar-i-Sharif. 

Nu efterit forstir jag att det berodde pi 
att han redan kande till befalhavaren 
Masouds planer att overge Kabul. 

Pi mindagen fir jag plats pi Roda 
Korsets flight till Peshawar och bara fyra 
dygn senare faller Kabul. 

BBC hann inte sanda nigot av Alans ut- 
markta reportage frin Sarobi. 

Bo Gunnarsson 




Talibanernas bitradande utrikesminister. Shir Muhammed Stanekzai, svmrm- pd fragor under enpresskonferens. 
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Fruktade och foraktade av manga kabulbor 

"Talibanerna ar inga 
riktiga muslimer'' 



Efter tv§ minader med den 
nya ordningen s4 tycks van- 
ligt folk ha mer brittom an tidi- 
gare, deras blickar ar skyggare 
och mannens skaggstubb, beord- 
rad under hot, ar snart halvannan 
centimeter l§ng. 

I dag rapporterade BBC att 
fyraav UNHCRrs lokalanstallda 
av okand orsak arresterats, att ar- 

betsstyrkan halverats sedan sju kvinnor Mgra a hargjort del men de fiesta fortsat- 
forvagrats att fortsatta jobba och att orga- ter att hoppas. 

nisationen nu gett myndighetema bes£?d - Nar det blir fred i hela Afghanistan 
om att de mte langre kan fuUgora sitt upp-.. kan vi overvaga att under vissa forhSllan- 



Vardagen ar tiltbaka i Kabul nar det 
bar skrivs. Talibanerna, de nya her- 
rarna, bar hunnit finna sig tillratta i 
en stad som de fiesta av dem aldrig 
tidigare besokt och deras ord och 
kalashnikovs ar lag. 



drag 

- Vi mtkte markera att det finns e&grans 
for allt. sager en uppgiven talesman 



den tilMta kvinnor att arbeta igen, sa kul- 
turministem Amir Khan Motaqi nyligen. 
Talibanerna har gett Kabul fred efter fy- 



tats 50 km till andra sidan av 
huvudstaden och de utjagade 
regeringstruppema ligger ned- 
gravda i bergssluttningama 
med Stan inom skotthail. 
Stallningskrig sedan sex veck- 
or och alia undrar om Massoud 
gor ett sista forsok innan snon 
faller i mitten av december. 
Snon kan forsv^a trupprorel- 
ser men hindrar som alia vet inte raketer 
och artilleri. 

Och det ar krig i nordvast med en flyk- 
tingvig frin Badshih och Dostums uzbek- 
milis bombar Herats flygplats. 

Ingen tror langre pd loften om fred. 
Fortfarande finns det fSrstSs folk i 



Alia hjalporganisationer har sagt sak ra ir av missiler och bombningar som lagt Kabul som dllar den las och ordnino som 
samma och hotat att drasigur Afghanistan, nastan hela stan i miner. Fronten har flyt- talibanerna Infort. Men bitterheten'ar sS 
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mycket storre. Och norr om stan ha- 
tar man de nya herrama som fordrevs 
efter en knapp veckas ockupation. 

Skrackhistoriema frin Charikar 
och Basram ar m^sa: Talibanema 
gick barsark nar bybor gjorde uppror 
och slapade bort minga man som 
avrattades i en ren vendetta. 

De m^ ha varit tajiker men ocksi 
Kabuls pashtuner har reagerat. 

- Vi trodde de var bra manniskor, 
saser en butiksaaare till BBC. Sen 
t02 de varor utan att betala for sis, de 
slog p^ kvinnor och aldre man och 
kidnappade ungdomar som rekryter- 
ing till kriget... Inte ens ryssama gjor- 
de s^. 

Fattigdom och misar 

Trots att konflikten i Afghanistan i 
dag ar mer etniskt betingad an nk- 
gonsin si har valutbildade pashtuner 
ofta ingentins till overs for sina tali- 
banska stamfrander. 

Talibanemas ursprung ar fattig- 
dom och misar. Familjer som sander 
sina soner till koranskolor gor det 
sallan av overtvgelse utan for att de 
kan fi mat, klader, logi och upp- 
fostran utan kostnad. Minga ar ocksi 
foraldralosa, overgivna, forlorade el- 
ler oonskade. 

Valdigt minga kommer ocksi 
frin de sydligaste provinsema vilket 
gor att pashtunema frin hjartlandet 
inte kanner samma narhet till dem. 

- Det ar hjamtvattade ungdomar, 
sa en afghansk lakare till mig fyra da- 
2ar innan Kabul foil. 

Valdist mansa betraktar dem som 
obildade bondpojkar som saknar for- 
miga till sjalvstandigt tankande och 
av relisiost svammel lurats tro att de 
ar oovervinnerliga och valsignade av 
Allah for korstig mot kafirer, otrog- 
na. 

Deras kalashnikovs, brutala arro- 
gans och kompromissloshet stoter 
bort ocksi de troende. 

Ideligen fir man hora Kabulbor 
saga att "de ar inga riktiga musli- 
mer". 

Auran av mystik som fick si 
min^a lokala krigsherrar att utan 
strid ge sig for dem har definitivt for- 
svunnit efter den misslyckade offen- 
siven mot Panjshirdalen och 
Salangpasset. 

Det blir allt svirare att se nigon 
skillnad mellan dem och de mujadie- 
dingrupper som de bekrigar i islams 
namn. 

Genuint folkiigt stod 

Man hittar ocksi rader av okanda be- 
falhavare i talibanemas led och en av 
dem, mullah Rocketi, som haromi- 
ret hoU tvi kineser och 1 1 pakistans- 
ka tjansteman gisslan i 17 minader i 
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sitt forsok att iterfi "bortrovade" 
stingermissiler, umamndes nyligen 
till vice armechef. 

Talibanema ar foraktade ocksi i 
Herat som de styrt sedan September i 
fjol och i Jalalabad men forefaller ha 
ett genuint folkiigt stod i byama och 
pi landsbygden dar de iterstallt lug- 
net. 

De verkar totalt oberorda av vad 
stadsboma tycker: For dem ar Kabul 
fortfarande fullt av fiender och onds- 
ka - allt frin kommunister till intel- 
lektuella. 

I Kabul branns varje fredag hindi- 
filmer, videokassetter. bilder, bocker, 
TV-apparater, kameror och kosmeti- 
ka pi bil. 

De 60-tal tidninsar och tidskrifter 
som savs ut i Kabul under Rabbanis 
tid har stangts och ersatts med 
Shariat, islamsk lag, som likt Kabul 
Radio mest innehiller dekret och nya 
bestammelser. 

Minga afshanistan-experter me- 
nar att talibanema kommer att bli 
mer flexibla med tiden och att de nu 
tvingas dolja sin okunskap och bris- 
tande erfarenhet bakom en attityd av 
kompromissloshet. 

Jag lutar snarare it att det beror pi 
att rorelsen ar oenig nar det galler pri- 
oriterinsar och milsattningar. Tre 
fraktioner kan urskiljas, en liberal, en 
hirdare och en som ar strikt religios. 
De fiesta i ledarskapet var okanda 
fram till i viras och det ar fortfarande 
svirt att identifiera deras ideologiska 
tillhorighet. 

Kritik fran FN 

En titt pi deras egen huvudstad 
Kandahar avslojar att det sociala pri- 
set ar hogt annu efter tvi ar. 
Representanter for Roda Korset har 
larmat om att varken kvinnor eller 
bam langre kommer till stans storsta 
sjukhus och att minga som insjuknar 
uppenbart dor i hemmet i brist pi la- 
karvird. 

Samma tendenser kan redan ses i 
Kabul dar bara enstaka av de minga 
kvinnliga lakama tillits fortsatta att 
arbeta. Kritiken frin FN och olika or- 
ganisationer kan leda till vissa latma- 
der men det ar foga trolist att ledar- 
skapet skall gora avkall pi en av de 
viktigaste religiosa principer de sla- 
gits for. 

Utsiktema till en fredlig losning 
forefaller smi. Bida sidor har fo- 
reslagit en demilitarisering av Kabul 
men de kan inte komma overens om 
var man skall dra gransema. Ingen li- 
tar heller pi den andra sidan och ris- 
ken av att konflikten blir rent etnisk 
okar. 

Bo Gunnarsson 




iila tilitygade av talibanema 
tvingades Ahmad Shah 
Massouds arme i oktober dra 
sigtillbaka till Panjshirdalen, 
norr om Kabul, varifran han en 
gang inledde upproret mot den 
davarande kommunistiska re- 
gimen i Kabul 1978. 

Massoud, forsvarsminister i den stortade pre- 
sidenten Burhanuddin Rabbanis regering, 
boijar nu om frin boijan igen. 

Rabbani har fordomt den talibanska regeringen 
som olaglig, och svurit att fortsatta kampen tills 
den ar borta. Men Rabbanis och Massouds formi- 
ca att sti emot ar beroende av intemationellt och 
regionalt stod, och hunivida talibanema vinner er- 
kannande utomlands som Afghanistans legitima 
regering. Och det har, med undantag for stod frin 
Pakistan, hittills inte intraffat. 

Tvartom har Ry ssland, Iran och Uzbekistan ut- 
tryckt djup oro over maktovertagandet i Kabul. Si 
gott som alia lander i regionen och langre bort har 
sina speciella intressen att forsvara i landet 

USA tror, enligt en konfidentiell rapport frin 
utrikesdepartementet, att Indien, Ryssland och 
Iran kommer att sluta upp bakom Massoud. Och 
trots att USA inte langre ar aktivt i Afghanistan ar 
man min om att motverka iranskt inflytande i om- 
ridet. Darigenom slits man mellan att stodja 
Pakistan, som backar upp talibanema, och att inte 
st5ta sig med Indien och Ryssland, som stodjer 
Massoud. Washingtons begaran att talibanema 
ska bilda en representativ regering kommer knap- 
past att forverkligas, eftersom rorelsen forefaller 
fast besluten att utova total kontroll over hela lan- 
det 

Iran ar nervost av flera orsaker. Talibanema ar 
inte bara sunnimuslimer, utan fastmer militant an- 
ti-shia, och kan mycket val utgora ett hot mot den 
shiitiska hazaraminoriteten i centrala Afghani- 
stan. Iran betraktar sig som skyddsmaktfor haza- 
ras, som deltar i kampen mot talibanema. 

- Delta ar en katastrof och yi beklagar den 
djupt, sade irans president Hashemi Rafsanjani. 
Vi har upprepade ginger avritt afghanema jfrinatt 
forsoka losa sina problem med krig, men olyck- 
ligtvis ly ssnar de iiite^ ^ 

Irans utrikesminister Ali Akbar Velayati har 
traffat sin ryske kollega Yevgeny Primakov i FN, 
nigot som starkt spekulationema om att Ryssland 
och Iran ar pi vag att finna en gemensam strategi 
mot talibanema. Iranska tjansteman i FN har ut- 
tiyckt sin oro over att hazaraminoriteten ar i f ara. 
Hittills har inte talibanema lyckats erovra hazaras 
viktigaste faste i Hazarajat. 

Iran har ocksi forsett Rabbani med sival vapen 

VAND! 
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som kapital, men det har forsv^ats i och 
medatt det saknas direkta landforbindelser 
mellan Massouds styrkor och Iran, 
Fomodenheter skulle dock kunna omdiri- 
geras genom Centralasien och Ryss-land. 
Teheran hiller dock ett tnimfkort gentemot 
talibanema: Ismael Khan, den tidlgare su- 
veraoren over Herat och vasto 
Af^anistan och allierad med Mas-soud. 
Khan drevs ut ur Herat forra ^et av taliba- 
nema, men han har fortf arande kommando 
overs 000 man trupper som nu befinner sig 
1 ostra Iran. Bland Herats persisktalande 
befofkning sjuder redan missnojet 
mot den pashtundominerade tali- 
banregeringen, och ett stort upp- 
ror uppges vara under planering. 
Nar Iran finner tiden mogen kan 
det bli aktuellt att fora^ Ismael 
Khan tillbaka till Herat. 

Samtidigt kan Irans relationer 
till Pakistan, spanda redan i das 
p^ gmnd av Islamabads stod ^t ta- 
libanema, ytterligare forsamras. 
Trots minga moten forhindrar de- 
ras intressekonflikt i Afghanistan 
ett narmande mellan landema. 

Ryssland stodde Rabbanis re- 
gering i Kabul och fruktar att en 
Pakistan-understodd pashtunsk 
rorelse som talibanema kommer 
att kunna sprida sig och utgora ett 
hot mot Ry sslands sirbara centra- 
lasiatiska buk. 

Om Moskva beslutar sig for att 
aktivt satsa i Afghanistan ar det 
ganska enkelt att fortsatta forse 
Massouds styrkor med fomoden- 
heter via Uzbekistan och Tajikistan 
Graden av insatser Mn Rysslands sida 
kommer ocks^ att avgora vilket stod som 
de centralasiatiska republikema ger. 

Indien ar overtygat om att talibanema ar 
en pakistansk produkt. och stodjer darfor 
helhjartat Massoud och alia tankbara op- 
positionsallianser. 

Indiska diplomater flydde Kabul strax 
fore maktovertagandet eftersom de frukta- 
de repressalier fr^ talibanema, som ar 
starkt anti-hinduiska. 

Talibanema har ocks^ stott upproret i 
rndiska Kashmir, och Indien befarar att de 
kan erbjuda en tillflyktsort och militar tra- 
nmg it kashmiriska rebeller. Indien ar den 
framste tillskyndaren pi det diplomatiska 
planet att bygga upp en regional allians 
mellan New Delhi, Moskva och Teheran 
for att stoppa talibanema och stodja 
Massoud. 

Indien uttryckte djup oro over det tah- 
banska maktovertagandet: 

- Pakistan kommer nu att ha mer tid 
over it att destabilisera Kashmir, eftersom 



ghanska fronten, sade indiske utrikesmi- 
nistem Salman Haider. 

Pakistan ar den enda allierade i resionen 
som talibanema kan rakna med. 

Den starka pashuinska lobbyn i Pakistan 
vill hjalpa talibanema att itemppbygga in- 
frastnikturen i Afghanistan och iter knyta 
samman Kabul och Peshawar. Dessa paki- 
stanska pashmner ar ocksi djupt inblanda- 
de i smugglingen mellan Pakistan, 
Afghanistan, Iran och Centralasien och har 
till stor del finansierat talibanema. 

Islamabad vantas snabbt hjalpa till med 
att reparera huvudvagama Peshawar 
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Afghanistans grannar ser oroligtpd hur landet splittras i oli- 
ka grupperingar. 



man inte behover agna kraft it den af- 



Jalalabad-Kabul och Quetta-Chaman- 
Kandahar i soder och iterstalla elektricitet 
och telefonforbindelser. Men man tvingas 
nigot hilla igen pi sitt stod for att undvika 
att stota sig med Indien, Iran och de centra- 
lasiatiska landema. Pakistan forsoker dar- 
for formi talibanema att soka en uppgorel- 
se med tajiker och uzbeker i landet, men ta- 
libanema har sallan brytt sig om sidana po- 
litiska rid frin Pakistan, dm Pakistan ac- 
cepterar talibanemas renodlat pro-pash- 
tunska politik kan man forvanta sig veder- 
gallning frin Massoud och lander^i omri- 
det. 

Uzbekistans president Islam Karimov 
har i hemlighet lange stott den uzbekiske 
krigsherren i norra Afghanistan, general 
Rashid Dostam, med tanks, stridsflygplan 
och teknisk personal. Karimov anser att de 
sex halv-autonoma uzbekdominerade pro- 
vinsema i norra Afghanistan utgor en buf- 
fert mot spridningen av islamisk funda- 
mentalism. Karimxov tt-os ha uppmuntt-at 
Dostam att sluta upp tillsammans med 
Massoud, for att battre motsti talibanemas 
forsok att erovra norra delen av landet. 



Uzbekistan fruktar, liksom de ovriga fy- 
ra centralasiatiska republikema,^ ett 
Afghanistan som domineras av de pashmn- 
fundamentalistiska talibanema. Om taliba- 
nema vore flexibla nog att erbjuda Dostam' 
autonomi i norr skulle de kunna hitta en al- 
lierad i den uzbekiska ledaren. 

Men sidan flexibilitet kan inte forvantas 
att finna hos talibanema, eftersom vaije 
form av uzbekisk autonomi strider mot de- 
ras princip om en enad islamisk nation. 

Turkmenistan, totalt beroende av ryska 
trupper for sin egen sakerhet, var tidisare 
nara allierat med Herats starke krigsherre 
Ismael Khan. Den talibanska oc- 
kupationen av Herat och andra 
provinser pi gransen mot 
Turkmenistan kom som en chock 
for den turkmenska regeringen. 
Det finns i vastra Afghanistan en 
ansenlig turkmensk Vfolkning, 
som genom historien diskrimine- 
rats av pashtunema, och 
Turkmenistan ser sig som dessa 
manniskors enda beskyddare. 

Tajikistan, sondershtet av in- 
bordeskrig och med en regerins 
som belt och billet backas upp av 
ryska tmpper, har stallt sig valvil- 
ligt till sina tajikiska stamfrander, 
ledda av Rabbani, i Afghanistan. 
Massoud och Rabbani har ut- 
vecklat nara relationer till regi- 
men i Dushanbe. Men man upp- 
ratthiller ocksi starka band med 
den islamiska oppositionen i 
Tajikistan, som forsoker storta 
president Imamali Rakhmanov. 
Om Ryssland beslutar sig for att 
msta upp xMassouds styrkor kan Moskva i 
gengald krava att Massoud drar bort sitt 
stod it den tajikistanska oppositionen och i 
stallet belt och fullt allierar sig med presi- 
dent Rakhmanov. Kortsiktigt skulle 
Massoud i sin nuvarande belagenhet sakert 
kunna tanka sig att gora si. 

Minga afghanska tajiker stodjer ocksi 
tanken pi ett storre Tajikistan - dar de taji- 
kiska delama av Afghanistan skulle slis 
ihop med Tajikistan. Detta skulle kunna bli 
ett verkligt altemativ om talibanema tving- 
ar in tajikema i ett hom. Men Massoud, 
som ar en afghansk nationalist, motsatter 
sig den tanken. 

Ungefar 15 000 ryska soldater lanss den 
tajikisk-afghanska gransen har forsatts i 
hogsta beredskap: 

- Situationen just nu i Afghanistan oro- 
ar OSS oerhort. Det tvingar oss att forstarka 
vir yttre grans, sager Tajikistans president 
Rakhmanov 

Ahmed Rashid 

Far Eastem Economic Review 

Oversattning och bearbetning: Lars Eklund 
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Kabul ,pa randen till sammanbrott 

Taiibangerillan intog viktig stad nara Afghanistans huvudstad 



KABUL (TT-AFP, AP) 
• Efter nya framgingar for den 
islamiska taiibangerillan okade 
pi onsdagen trycket mot den 
afghanska huvudstaden Kabul. 
Afghanska iakttagare som inte 
ville bli namngivna ansig att 
Kabul stod pk randen till sam- 
manbrott. 

Gerillan sjalv havdade att den 
intagit en forort bara sex kilo- 
meter frin Kabul. Inga obero- 
ende kallor bekraftade uppgif- 
ten. Men den afghanska rege- 
ringen begard.e ett krismote i 
FN:s sakerhetsrM. Sent pk ons- 
dagskvallen uppmanade saker- 
hetsridet partema att upphora 
med stridema och borja for- 
handla om fred. 




Efter h^da strider natten till 
onsdagen hade taiibangerillan 
intagit staden Sarobi och erov- 
rat det narbelagna vattenkraft- 
verket Naghloo, varifrin 
huvudstaden Kabul fir sin el. 

En talesman for talibanema 
sade tiU nyhetsbyrin AIP i 



Pakistan attrebellstyrkan varpd 
vag mot Tagobdalen. som ligger 
mellan kraftverksdammen och 
Bagramflygplatsen, som ar det 
enda f lygfaltet under regerings- 
styrkomaskontroll. AlPuppgav 
vidare att en 50-tal regerings- 
soldater hade dodats. 

Foretradare for de afghanska 
regeringsstyrkoma bekraftade 
att Sarobi fallit men sade att re- 
geringsstvTkoma fortfarande 
kontrollerade en plati nara sta- 
den och att de gin i stallning 30 
kilometer frin Sarobi. Rege- 
ringssidan tillbakavisade vidare 
uppgiftema att det viktiga 
Naghlookraftverket hade fallit. 

Regeringssidan svarade pi de 
talibanska framryckningama 



med att bomba flygbasen i den 
talibankontrollerade staden 
Jalalabad. Enligt AIP hsftie re- 
geringsstyrkoma ocksi sprangt 
en bro 25 kilometer oster om 
Kabul f5r att hindra gerillan. 

Nigra oberoende rapporter 
om krigsutvecklingen forelig 
inte. Iakttagare konstaterade 
dock att Sarobis fall och hotet 
mot kraftverket innebar ett all- 
varUgt bakslag for president 
Burhanuddin Rabbanis och 
premiarminister Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyars koaiitionsstyrkor 
som forsvarar Kabul. Sarobi lig- 
ger langs huvudvagen frin 
Kabul och dess fall begransar 
regeringssidans kontaktmojUg- 
her med omvarlden. 



Talibaner 
tar Kabul 



Afghanistan. Regeringstrupper 
overger huvudstaden. 



Afghanistans fortsatta krig 



Fran TT-AFP och Reuter 

KABUL Taiibangerillan har 
intagit Afghanistans huvud-- 
stad Kabul aven om samman- 
stotningar rapporterades pa 
torsdagskvallen fran stadens 
utkanter. Talibanerna har 
enligt sin talesman i Pesha- 
war i Pakistan aven erovrat 
den viktiga flygbasen Bagram 
strax norr om Kabul. De trup- , 
per som varit lDjala till den 
sittande presidenten Burha- 
nuddin Rabbanihar harover- 
gett staden och dragit sig 
nomit. 

Enligt en brittisk journalist 
som befinner sig i Kabul har 
talibanema^tagit sig in r-det 
hus dar den forre presidenten 
Najibullah suttit i husarrest 
sedan den kommimistiska re- 
gimen foil for fyra ar sedan. 
Samma kaUa uppgav ocksa 



att talibanema fort bort Naji- 
bullah fran huset som varit 
under FN:s kontroll. 

Talibanemas intag i hu- 
vudstaden foregicks av hcirda 
strider under hela torsdagen i 
de ostra fbrortema. Enligt 
Roda korset har hundratals 
manniskor dodats och ska- 
dats och sjukhusen ar over- 
fuUa. Samtidigt boijade diplo- 
mater och hjalparbetare att 
lamna Kabul. Nar talibaner- 
na senare tigade in staden 
var den tiU stora delar overgi- 
ven och var enligt en jour- 
nalist som en spokstad. 

Ett stort slag rasade i om- 
radet vid Pul-i-Charkhi, cirka 
1,5 mil oster om centrum av 
den fbrodda staden. Dar hade 
regeringsstyrkoma under 
natten tiU torsdagen slagit 
tUlbaka anfaU fr^ oster och 
sydvast. 



Med den islamska taUban- 
nulisens inmarsch i huvudsta- 
den Kabul oppnas ett ny tt, och 
formodhgen blodigt, kapitel i 
Afghanistans historia. 

Trots att det pk papperet 
fuimits en modem afghansk 
statsbildning sedan frigorel- 
sen fr^ brittema 1919 har en 
for alia gemensam afghansk 
nationell identitet inte kommit 
till stind. Det var endast ge- 
nom stod och pitryckningar 
frin omvarlden som ett af- 
ghansk motstind kunde for- 
meras mot de kommunistiska 
marionettema i Kabul. 

Visserligen begagnade sig 
detta motstind av retoriken 
om kampen mellan islam och 
de otrogna och beskrev kriget 
mot de soyjetiska tnipperaa 
som ett nationellt befrielse- 
krig, men dess mobiliserings- 
grund var de olika etniska 
gruppemas och klanhovding- 
amas tillfalliga allians mot en 
gemensam fiende. 

Efter Soyjetunionens fall 
och kommunistiegimens ome- 
delbara koOaps 1992, foil ock- 
sk retoriken om det nationella 
och religiosa befrielsekriget 
samman. Det inbordeskrig 
som brot ut visade att etniska 



lojaliteter och kampen om 
kontrollen avhandelsvagar och 
opiumodlingar vagde tyngre 
an den evenmellt forenande 
kraft som de olika fundamen- 
talistiska tolkningama av islam 
som samtliga storre aktorer i 
landet bekande sig till. 

Det ar i ljuset av denna ut- 
veckling som taHbanmiiisens 
erovringar skall ses. TaHba- 
nema har sitt ursprung i de ko- 
ranskolor som upprattades i 
afghanska f lyktinglager i Paki- 
stan. Organisationen har varit 
Uerad med en islamisk rorelse 
i Pakistan som i sin tur star den 
pakisianska regeringen nara. 
Trots pakistanska fomekan- 



den ar det uppenbart att den 
cirka 30000 man starka "stu- 
dentmilisen" fkit militar ex- 
perthjalp utifrin. 

Men mer an det utlandska 
stodet har taUbanema kunna: 
utnyttja gemene mans (och i 
deras tolkning^v islam hand- 
lar det just om mannen) trott- 
het pk inbdrdeskriget. 

Dessvarre lar de inbordes 
stridema i Afghanistan inte ta 
slut med erovringen av Kabul. 
Halva landet kontroileras fon- 
farande av olika klanledare. 
och dessa kommer nu att i om- 
vanda roller vara den vapnade 
opposition som sliss mot den 
nya centralregimen. 
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Gerilla i Afghanistan 
fortsatter offensiven 



KABUMSLAMABAD (AP. H-Reuter) 
•Talibangerillan jagade pi lor- 
dagen de regeringsstyrkor som 
slagit till retratt frin Kabul 
sedan gerillan intagit den af- 
ghanska huvudstaden. 

Talibanema uppgav att de 
hade erovrat aven Parwan- 
provinsens huvudort Charikar. 

Beskedet gavs i den pakis- 
tanska huvudstaden Islamabad 
av nyhetsbyrin AIR Enligt 
AIP:s kallor har talibanerna 
kort bort den stortade presi- 
dent Burhanuddin Rabbanis 
styrkor. 

Fortsatter norrut 

Milisstyrkorna fortsatter nu 
norrut mot den avsatta regimens 
militarbas Jabal-us-Seraj, sade 
byrin. Nigon bekraftelse fikn 
oberoende hill pi AIP:s upp- 
gifter forelig inte. 

Inne i staden oppnade en del 
butiker pi nytt och manniskor 
rorde sig pi gatoma. Via radio 
uppmanades man att itergi till 
sina arbeten - men kvirmoma 
beordrades att stanna hemma. 
Talibanema har stangt skolor 
for kvinnor, beordrat dem att 
bara sloja och avstangt dem frin 



• Nar sjukskoterskan Ann- 
Christine Sundberg i Kabul 
kom till jobbet pi lordagsmor- 
gonen fann hon att all ovrig 
kvinnlig personal pi sjukhuset 
uteblivit. 

- Det ar forbjudet for oss att 
jobba, konstaterar hon dagen ef- 
ter den muslimska talibangeril- 
lans maktovertagande i Afgha- 
nistans huvudstad. 

Det har utannonserats att 
kvinnor inte fir arbeta och de 
miste tacka sig si att bara ogo- 
nen syns om de gir ut, berattar 
hon i telefon for nyhetsbyrin TT 
i Stockholm. 

Sjalv ikte dock den svenska 
sjukskoterskan bil och utan dok. 

- Det galler kanske olika reg- 
ler for utlandska och afghanska 
kviimor. 

Om stamningen i staden efter 
geriilans inmarsch sager hon att 
det rider en stor osakerhet. 



det offentUga livet i de omriden 
gerillan tidigare intagit. 

Gerillan avrattade ocksi tvi 
ridgivare till den forre kommu- 
nistledaren Najibullah pi lor- 
dagen, dagen efter det att den 
tidigare presidenten sjalv hade 
hangts. Radio Kabul, som tali- 
banema tog kontroUen over i 
fredags, uppgav bara att gene- 
ral Jafzar och Tokhi var Naji- 
buUahs medbrottsHngar. Naji- 
bullah ledde en Moskvastodd 
regering frin 1986 tills han stor- 
tades av en allians av muslimska 
gerillagrupper 1992. 

De minga fraktionerna har 
sedan styrt landet i olika koali- 
tioner me dan strider fortsatt 
mellan grupperna. 

Studentrorelse 

Talibanerna upptradde som 
gmpp for St for tvi ir sedan, som 
en studentrorelse frin de strikt 
islamiska skoloma for afghan- 
ska f lyktingar i grannlandet Pa- 
kistan. Talibangerillan sager sig 
vilja fi ett slut pi de eviga stri- 
dema som slitit sonder landet, 
samt infora strikt islamisk lag i 
landet. 

Det var relativt lugnt i Kabul 



- Hela livet for alia mannis- 
kor i Kabul konraier att bli helt 
annorlunda, tror man. Men hur 
ar det ingen som vet an. Alia gir 
och vantar. 

Rasar sjukvarden samman om 
alia kviimor f orbjuds arbeta? 

Ann-ChristineSundberg sager 
att "det dar miste gi att losa pi 
nigot satt" och tror att det blir 
f orhandlingar om sidana saker. 
Nigra storre fjyktingstronmiar 
har inte markts av, aven om den 
tolk som Ann- Christine Sund- 
berg anlitat berattat att minga i 
hans hemkvarter vilka arbetade 
it regeringen har lamnat sina 
hem. 

Hoppas stanna 

Den unga stockholmskans eget 
jobb ar att ge praktisk hjalp och 
undervisning it andra sjuksko- 
terskor pi operationsavdelning- 
ens akut- och intensivvirdsav- 



pi lordagen men talibanstyrkor 
och de retirerande trupper som 
ar lojala mot president Burha- 
nuddin Rabbani beskot varand- 
ra med artilleri och raketer norr 
om huvudstaden. Det uppgav en 
talesman for talibanerna. 

Manas till forsoning 

USA uppmanade i fredags den 
nya ledningen i Kabul att iter- 
uppratta ordningen och bilda en 
representativ overgingsrege- 
ring for att inleda en forso- 
ningsprocess. 

USA:s utrikesdepartement 
forberedde sig for att uppratta 
diplomatisk representation i 
Kabul for forsta gingen sedan 
den amerikanske ambassadoren 
Adolph Dubs mordades 1979. 

Men Rabbani, som enligt 
talibangerillan lamnat Kabul i 
ett jetflygplan, uppmanade sina 
anhangare att kampa mot tali- 
banema. I ett uttalande via Af- 
ghanistans FN-delegation upp- 
gav Rabbani att han beordrat re- 
geringstrupperna att dra sig till- 
baka frin huvudstaden for att 
undvika ett blodbad. Han 
anklagade ocksi pi nytt Pakis- 
tan for att stodja talibanerna. 



delningar pi ett av Kabuls sjuk- 
hus. 

- Det ar meningen attjagskall 
vara har i sex minader, men det 
beror pi. Om vi inte tillits 
arbeta si gir det ju inte. Men jag 
hoppas kunna stanna. 

Ann- Christine Sundberg ar 
anlitad av den franska organi- 
sationen Lakare utan granser 
och kom till Kabul for bara tvi 
veckor sedan. Det ar hennes 
forsta utlandsuppdraget av det 
har slaget. 

Varfor valde du Afghanistan, 
trots den instabilitet som rSder? 

-Jag visste faktiskt inte si 
mycket, annat an att Afghani- 
stan ar ett muslimskt land med 
valdigt annorlunda kultur. 
Sidant ar intressant nar man 
kommer frin vir kultur, dar allt 
ar tiUitet. 

AMERY von SCHOULTZ/H 




Striderna 
vallar oro 
i grannstater 

ALMA ATA (TT-AFP) 
# Den mushmska taliban- 
gerillans erovring av den 
afghanska huvudstaden Kabul 
gav flera centralasiatiska lan- 
ders regeringar skramselhicka, 
enhgt rapporter frin observa- 
torer och utsagor frin talesman 
pi lordagen. 

Frin Turkmenistan i vaster 
till Kazakstan i norr och Tadz- 
jikistan i oster kandes foljdema 
av Kabulregeringens fall. Frin 
Moskva hordes dessutom oro 
for foljdverkningar i de tre fore 
detta sovjetiska centralasiatiska 
republikeraa narmast Afghani- 
stan - Tadzjikistan, Uzbekistan 
och Turkmenistan - dar fattig- 
domen ar utbredd, befolkning- 
en huvudsakligen muslimsk och 
regeringarna auktoritara. 

-Den nya krigsspiralen i 
Afghanistan oroar oss mycket 
och ser ut att fora med sig 
andrade forhillanden mellan 
Kabul och Dusjanbe, sade till 
exempel Zafar Saidov, en tales- 
man for den tadzjikiske presi- 
denten Emomali Rachmonov. 

GrSnsskydd forstarks 

- Vi befarar dessutom att erov- 
ringen av Kabul konuner att for- 
varra de etniska striderna i 
Afghanistan, fortsatte han och 
tillade att ytterligare ryska 
granstmpper kan komma att 
placeras ut langs Tadzjikistans 
no mil linga grans mot Afgha- 
nistan. Ryssland har redan 
10000 man stationerade i Tadz- 
jikistan, bland annat med upp- 
gift att hejda muslimska gerilla- 
styrkor som frin baser i norra 
Afghanistan gor rader in i Tadz- 
jikistan mot Rachmonovs 
nykommunistiska regering. 



Muslimsk lag f orbjuder kvinnoma ga till arbetet 
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FN manar 
talibaner 
respektera 
kvinnomtt 

KABUL qr-AFP) 
• Hundratusentals mannis- 
kor bar fly tt ur Af ghanistans 
huvudstad sedan taliban- 
milisen t^ade in i fredags. 
; sadehjalparbetareochinva- 
; nare sent pa sondagen. Tidi- 
\ garep^dagenhadeFNissar- 
i skilda sandebud Norbert 
HoU anlant tiU Kabuls ny- 
oppnade flygplats. Sam- 
ti'digt kom rapporter om att 
milisman borjal prygla kvin- 
nor som inte bar muslimsk, 
strikt heitackande kladsel. 

Enligt kalloraa i Kabul 
bar nastan en fjardedel av 
stadens drygt en miljon in- 
vanare givit sig. Massflykten 
borjade i onsdags. Hjalp- 
arbetare och observatorer 
bekraftade uppgiften om 
masflykt men foredrog att 
vara anonyma. De sade att 
en kvarts miljon flyende var 
en trovardig uppskattning 
gjord av arbetare langs ut- 
fartsvagen nomit. Troligen 
forbereder sig fler kabulbor 
att fly, tillade de. 



Respekt for FN-stadga 

FN-sandebudet Norbert 
HoU var fortegen efter sitt 
forsta mote med taliban- 
emas styrande sexmanna- 
r^d. Vid en presskonferens 
ef ter^t sade ban dock att FN 
vill ba dialog ocb samarbete 
med den nya regimen ''dar- 
for att FN inte tror att det 
afghanska problemet kan 
^o<;?.«; iitan talibanemas sam- 



Afghanska muslimer pryglar 
kviiwor som^inte fdljer kladlag 



Talibanmilisen genomdriver med 
hirdhct d« isUmiska lagama i 
Afishanistans huvudstad KabuL 
Mitisman siigs i gir prygla minst 
tre kvinnor i Kabul vilka brot mot 
budet om strikt heitackande 
kUdset 

Talibanema beter sig som om de 
heist skulle vilja bort kvinnor- 
na belt fran gatoma, trots att det 
i islams lara inte firms nigra for- 
bud mot kvinnor att lora sig ute i 
samhallet. 

Bara nigra timmar efter att ha 
overtagit Kabul i firedags uppma- 
nade talibanema i radio "alia 
systrar som bar arbeten utanfor 



hemmet att stanna hemma tills 
vidare besked ges". 

En stor andel av de yrkesaktiva 
i Kabul ar kvinnor, daribland 
manga i viktiga positioner som 
administratorer. lakare. larare 
och sjukskoterskor. 

Om yrkesforbudet blir perma- 
nent kommer det dels att betyda 
ett avbrack i all deima samhalls- 
service, dels att man skapar enor- 
ma svarigheter for alia de famil- 
jer som forsorjs av kviimor. Och 
de ar minga, eftersom tio ir av 
krig mot den soyjetiska ockupa- 
tionen och darefter sex irs inbor- 
deskrig mellan gerillagnipper 
gjort manga kvinnor till ankor 



och ensamma familjeforsorjare. 
Det ar armu inte klart hur taliba- 
nema tanker hantera fi^gan. 
Ledaren for deras itytillsatta rege- 
ringsrid, mullah Mohammad 
Rabbani, sa sjalv till joumalister 
att islam erkaimer kvinnors ratt 
till utbildning. Anda bar taliba- 
nema tvingat flickskolor att 
stanga. 

Vad galler livet i ovrigt i 
buvudstaden kunde man igir 
notera att livsmedelsleveranser 
nu kommit igenom och att mat- 
prisema sjunkit i genomsnitt 15 
procent jamfort med fore taliba- 
nemas maktovertagande. 

(TT) 



arbete". Han sade att ban 
bett talibanema respektera 
FN:s stadgar ocb aven tagit 
upp manniskorattsfrigor 
som kvinnors ratt till arbete 
ocb utbildning. Daremot vil- 
le ban inte saga om ban bade 
protesterat mot talibanemas 
avrattning av expresidenten 
NajibuUab i fredags. 

Regimen genomdriver 
med birdbet islamiska lagar. 
Milisman sags p^ sondagen 
prvgla minst tre kvinnor i 
Kabul vilka inte bar strikt 
heitackande kladsel. 



Ensamma forsoijare 

Bara timmar efter f redagens 
maktskifte uppmanade tali- 
banema i radio 'alia systrar 
som bar arbeten utanfor 
bemmet att stanna hemma 
tills vidare besked ges". 
Minga yrkeverksamma i 
Kabul ar kvinnor i viktiga 
positioner som administra- 
torer, lakare. larare ocbsjuk- 
skoterskor. Blir yrkesforbu- 
det permanent skapar det 
dels ett avbrack i all denna 
samballsservice. dels enor- 
ma problem for alia familjer 
som forsorjs av kvinnor. Tio 
^rs krig mot sovjetisk ocku- 
pation ocb sex ars inbordes- 
krig bar gjort minga kvin- 
nor till ankor och ensamma 
familjeforsorjare. 



I pakistanska Islamabad 
sade en foretradare for tali- 
banema att regeringsr^dei 
nu amnar uppratta en lands- 
omfattande administration 
ocb skapa ordning. Forst 
darpa kommer en politisk 
plan, byggd p§ islam, for 
Afghanistan att presenteras. 

Enligt rapporter bar den 
nva reg^imen borjat reparera 
buvudstadens elnat. som for- 
stordes nar talibanema i for- 
ra veckan intog det storsta 
kraftverket oster om Kabul. 
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TEN AVDE VIDRIGASTE regimer varldendcidat 
p3 15ng tid bar tagit makten over Afghanistan. Och 
FN tvingas acceptera och samaibeta. L ' \- 

Tklibaneraa fortsatter sitt hartag genom Afgha- 
nistan, dar den gamla islamska regeringskoalitio- 
nens trapper drivs bort Intagandet av Kaibul har 
iite gjort dut pS det forhaijande kriget 
-Lpartill drabbas det p^gade afghangira folket nu 
^[^n linikt repres^v reg^l Dess niaktutovniiig ytt- 
i simmariska rattqgJngar, offend^ awftt- 
niD^j^^tx^^ av tjuvar, som f&r fa^idej <6ch 

^^^^^ ¥bxbuA 



I 



Ta!iban6rnas 
skrackvalde ^ 
omyhdigforklarar 
hah/a folket - 
kvinnomei^De ^ 
Kvinhpi 

som 






en omojiighet. 



^ er fintis att .till sist;,-aven USA-aktiv^c 

lyalpt den Iran-fientliga, sunnimusliois^ och 
pashtiintalande taHbanrorelsen att ta maktec 
D5 bar USA 6cks5 dragit pa sig ett tungt ansvar 
men troligen bundit ris at egen iygg;_^ 

FN:s roll arbeklammande. Den avsatte presi- 
denten NajibMah, Afghanistans siste kqmmu- 
nistiske ledare, och tre andra manmskOT hamta- 
des belt sonika av taUbanenSii de FN-lokale: 
6tt blir ^^^^^ ^^^^ "sigrddade^, skSnSaBes ailiang- 



FN-aiiietet sker pa nader 




yiliBsarbete utanfor hemmet Slo>!f:^ '^^^^ 



ioma hantingts for fliddDC Halva folket omyndigforkla- 
ras Ken^OTtoHq^ 

Sven^'t^tiyc]^ 
kviniiligt J^S^ kvinnjMniiktaLbistand, 
kanaliseiat^^ibm A&hahistankonimitten, 



eno] 



Deii ^egisQiatt&i^^ bar ut- 

veckiats tin en arm6 och en terrorregjm inte av egen kraft, utan 
den har stotts och gotts av utlandska makter, Mmst Pakistan 
och Saudiaiabien. 



kommentarcn%5niniill^ Mohammed Rabbani, detstyrande 
tsJibanskas^xm '-^j';r\'::-l . 

- *frN:s sandebud il^vl nofer sigmed att overl5mna deklara 

tionenommanskHgarattighetertUldenyaledarna. 
%d biyr de sig. ^ ^ 

FN och hjalpprganisationerna f&r nu lov att arbeta pk ta 
libanregimens n&ier i den lrbt$ alit nodvandiga uppgrf 
' len att hdlia viss humanitar verksamhet i g&ig. For FN 
prihciper, rattvisa och demokrati ar maktskiftet i Afgha 
nistan ett bakslag som kastar Idnga mdrka skuggor. 



Islamisk lag infers i Kabul 

Afghanistan. Segrande talibaner beordrar kvinnor bara sloja 



FrinTT/AFP 

ISLAMABAD. Den segerrika 
musiimska talibangerillan i 
Afghanistan intog lorda- 
gen annu en stad, samtidigt 
som den fick ova n tat stod frrin 
en av landets forra presiden- 
ter. 

- Vi hoppas att Talibanska 
islamiska rorelsens seger 
kommer att innebara inled- 
ningen for en lysande framtid 
for virt musiimska land, 
meddelade Afghanistans Tor- 
re president Sibghatullah 
Mojaddedi frdn sitt hem i 
Peshawar, Pakistan. 

Mojaddedi var afghansk 
president mellan april och 
juni 1992. 

Samtidigt meddelade tali- 
banmilisen p^ lordagen att 
den hade erovrat aven Par- 
wanprovinsens huvudort 
Charikar. NSgra tinimar 
dessforinnan hade koali- 



tionsregeringens styrkor un- 
der de stortade ledarna - 
prcmiarminister Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar och president 
Burhanuddin Rabbani - med- 
delat att de byggt upp "starka 
f()i-svarslinjer" utanfor Cha- 
rikar. 

Taiibangerilians besked gavs i 
pakistanska Islamabad av ny- 
hetsbyr^n AIP. Enligt AIP:s 
kallor hade talibanerna kort 
bort den stortade president 
Burhanuddin Rabbanis styr- 
kor. Milisstyrkorna fortsat- 
ter nu norrut mot den avsatta 
regimens militarbas Jabal- 
us-Seraj, sade byran. Nigon 
bekraftelse fran oberoende 
hall pa AIP:s uppgifter fbre- 
Ijig into. 

En medarbetare till den av- 
satte premiarministern med- 
delade fran Islamabad att re- 
geringsstyrkorna kommer att 
fortsiitta kampen mot taliba- 
nerna "till varje pris". 



- Hekmatyar sade att mot- 
standsviljan ar obruten och 
att afghanskt territorium 
kommer att forsvaras till var- 
je pris. V^r regering kommer 
att best^. Nu st^r talibanerna 
infor svdra tider, sade tales- 
mannen Haji Mohammad Fa- 
rid. 

Samtidigt som den forre 
presidenten Mojaddedi gav 
sitt stod till talibanerna och 
kritiserade sina forna muja- 
hedinkolleger Rabbani och 
Hekmatyar for att ha klamrat 
sig fast vid makten manade 
han talibanerna att visa tole- 
rans: 

-Vi forvantar oss att Taliba- 
nernas islamiska rorelse vi- 
sar t^lamod, tolerans och 
barmhartighet genom att re- 
spektera varje medborgares 
rattigheter, hette det i med- 
delandet. 

Dagen efter talibanernas 
erovring av den afghanska 



huvudstaden Kabul hangdes 
den forne presidenten Naji- 
bullah, vilket pci lordagen kri- 
tiserades ocksd av Amnesty 
International. 

"Erovringen av Kabul bor 
inte f;S leda till ytterligare 
hamndmord, godtyckliga 
straff ellerandra grymheter", 
meddelade Amnestys avdel- 
ning i New Delhi. 

Nar den svenslta sjukskoters- 
kan Ann-Christine Sundberg 
kom till jobbet p^ lordags- 
morgonen fann hon att all 
ovrig kvinnlig personal pa 
sjukhuset i Kabul hade ute- 
blivit. 

- Det ar fbrbjudet for oss 
att jobba, konstaterade hon 
dagen efter den musiimska 
taiibangerilians maktoverta- 
gande. 

- Talibanerna meddelade 
att kvinnor inte far arbeta 
och att de mdste tiicka sig sa 
att bara ogonen syns om de 



gar ut, berattade hon for TT i 
telefon. 

Ang^ende striderna sade 
hon att de hade markts or- 
dentligt natten till fredagen 
och att det dS kom m^nga fler 
skadade till sjukhuset an van- 
ligt. 

- Men det var ingen kata- 
strof, jag tror att det var 
sammanlagt ett 50-tal som 
blev skadade och bara tv^ 
eller tre som dodades. 

Hennes intrydc bekraftade de 
tidigare uppgifterna om att 
den forna regeringens styr- 
kor gav sig av frdn staden och 
lat talibanerna ta over utan 
omfattande strider. 

N^gra storre flyktingstrdm- 
mar hade inte markts av, 
aven om den tolk som 
Sundberg anlitat hade berat- 
tat att m^nga i bans hem- 
kvarter som arbetade St 
regeringen hade lamnat sina 
hem. 



Ik 



Talibanerna rycker norrut 

Beslutpm att alia man i statlig tjiinst ska anldgga skm 

Talibanerna fortsatte I g&r sin ^RS^HB^^nH^^^^SwKab^ \ ' ''*w h\i ^^-''^' 



lauoansma ransaxie i g&r sin 
scgerrika framryckning norrut ^ 
mot den tredjedei av Afghanistan 2 
som de inte kontrollerar. I g&r 
intog milisen nordostprovinsen 
Kapisa utan motstind, rapporte- 
rade nyhetsbyran AIR 

Forskrackelse over den hardfort 
konservatiiva politiken orsakade 
en fl^cdngstrom ut ur Kabul. En 
lokal prist, Zia-ul-Haq. fbridarade 
fiykten pa foljande satt: 

- Manga ar radda att de kom- 
mer att svalta ihjal om de inte 
ger sig av. Situationen ar redan 
mycket svar eftersom kvinnor 
inte kan arbeta langre, odi kvin- 
nor ar ofta de enda som tjanar 
pengar i familjen. 

Exakt hur manga som fiytt 
huvudstaden visste ingen. Men 
i^>pskattningama rotde sig kriz^ 
250000 - en Qardedel av I^buls 
invanare. Strdnunen tunnades ut 
na^t under gSrdagen. 

Talit>anCT)a ffllkannagav i gar 
besliit om att alia militarer och 




Tva afghanska kyinnor visar tva olika satt att dotja sin kropp enli^ den nya 
reUgiosa kladlag som den talibanska militaren infort i Kabul. 



^ansteman ^ anlagga skagg - 
som inte @r ansas - och lorbud 
f&r kvinnor att arbeta. 

Efter en intemationell protest- 
storm valde talibanerna i gar att 
nagot moderera sin polx^ mot 
kvinnoma. Talibanemas ledare. 



mullah Mohammad Omair. tiD- 
kannagav att kvinnor ska fa Ion 
ur statskassan utan att arbeta. 
Konsultationer pagar nu med 
islamiska larda for att bestaioma 
kvinnass samhallsroll. sa en taU- 
bantalesman. (TT-AFP) 
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Reiigidsa regler 
ocsakarflyid 

ii^lANiSTAN. Talibanema- 
fiSrtsatte pa mindagen sin 
segerrika framryckning 
norrut mot den tredjedei av 
Afghanistan som de inte 
koHtroUerar. Pi mindagen 
infeg milisen nordostpro- 
yinsen Kapisa utan mot- 
stdnd, rapporterade nvhets- 
byr^AIP. 

Forskrackelse over taliba- 
nemas hSrdfSrt konservati- 
vapolitik orsakade en flyk- 
tingstrom ut ur Kabul. 

En lokal prast, Zia-ul-Haq, 
forklarade fiykten pa foljan- 
de sStt: 

. -Mingai Kabul ar radda 
att de kommer att svalta ihjal 
om de inte ger sig av. Situa- 
tionen ar redan mycket sv^ 
eftersom kvinnor inte kan 
arbeta langre, och kvinnor ar 
mycket ofta de enda som 
Qanar pengar i familjen. 

TT-AFP 



Mystisk ledare styr talibanerna 

Mulla Mohammad 



Dm afghanska talibanrdrelsens 
hogsta ledare, mulla Mohammad 
Omar, har tagit for vana att spar- 
ka den ena oonskade regeringen 
efter den andra i Kabul - utan att 
sjalv stiga fram i rampljuset. 

Det ar omojligt att skaffo &am 
ett fbtografi pa honom odi s3vitt 
kant har han inte traJSiat en enda 
utlanning imder de tva ar som 
gatt sedan de fituslimsla taliban- 
styrkoma bj^des upp. 

Sa litet ar kant om honom att 
S utoms^um^e ens kan saga var 
Omar stir ideologiskt i den radi- 
kala islamiska rorelse som kort 
efter erovringen av ^dml redan 
latit prygia kvinnor som burit 
"olamplig kladsel" och beordrat 



Omxir trdffar ingen utldnning^^^^ 



alia militarer och tjansteman att 
odla skagg. 

Vid ankomsten till Kabul, som 
hans styrkor intog i fredags, lat 
mulla Omar meddela att taliba- 
nerna, som nu kallar sig "det isla- 
miska Afghanistan s styrkor", 
kommer att fortsatta strida "tills 
laxrruptionens k^fter helt har 
utreo^ts Mn landet". 

M^emtmiisljBi 

Dock anser en mq'oritet av utlandr 
ska experter pa A^hanistan att 
mycket talar ^r att Omar i sjalva 
verbet ar en moderat muslim i 
fejd med de ultrakonservativa 
kraftema inom talibanrorelseiL 
Den diica 40narige Omar har 
"genomlidit samma helvetes- 



Kvinnor far ater ga till arbetet 



AFGHANISTAN I Kabul introdu- 
cerade talibanerna offidellt en 
ny, mjukare kvinnopolitilc fevin- 
nor ska nu ga till arbetet och 
de ska ocksa S ga i skola. 

Talibanerna tillkannagav d^- 
ta vid den forsta presskonferens 
de hallit sedan de intog Kabul i 
fredags. 

Talibanbefalhavaren Abdur 
Razzak sa i gar att han uppmanat 
Afghanistans fbrre OB Ahmad 
schah Massoud att kapitulera. 

-Kapitulera eUer utplanas! 
Idd ultimatum enligt Razzak. 



Ingen tidsgrans har satts fer 
Massouds svar. sa Razzak. Men 
planeringen p^Sr fat ett anMl 
mot Panjshirdalen. 

Massouds stydoor. lierade med 
den st&rtade Rabbaniiiegimen. 
sprangde i gar sender den smala 
vagen in i Panjshirdalen for att for- 
svara talibanemas ftamryckning. 

Nyhetslyyran AFP sag pa plats 
hur Massouds mannar gravde 
ner dynamit odi sprangde sen- 
der vagen. 

Panjshirdalen Ugger tio mil 
notr om Kabul. 



- krig" som hans kara Afghanistan 
har tvingats uppleva, heter det i 
ett uttalande firan talibanrorel- 
sen. Han miste ett oga under stri- 
dema med den soyjietiska ocku- 
pationsarmfii mellan 1979 och 
1989. Efter kriget vande han sitt 
vapen mot andra motstandsgrup- 
per som stred om makten efter 
segem mot Soyjet. 

Motstandet mot inbordeskri- 
get koncentrerades alltmer till de 
koranstudenter som hade sam- 
lats i sydvastra Afghanistan och 
Pakistan under 1994- Anhangar- 
na vaxte i tusental nar talibaner- 
na satte sig fore att satta stopp 
fox inbordeskriget. 

Omar fiamtradde som ledare i 
Shoora. talibanemas styiande 



rad, sedan rorelsen hade erovrat 
den gamla kunghga huvudstaden 
Kandahar, dar talibanerna nu har 
sitt hogkvarter. Trots att det gang 
pa gang uppstir sprickor och 
inbdrdes motsattningar bland 
talibanerna tycks Omar ha forma- 
ga att samla och ena rorelsen. 

Internationellt erkannande 

Trots den bild av oforsonlighet 
och dogmatism som talibanrorel- 
sen skapat kring sig har Omar 
redan vidtagit atgarder for att fi 
internationellt erkannande. 

Talibanerna vill ha ett van- 
skapligt forhSllande med sina 
grannar och andra nationer, lat 
Omar meddela i ett radiotal efter 
erovringen av Kabul. (TT) 




Muslimsk offensiv i Asien skrammer Moskva 



• De fore detta sovjetiska statema i OSS 
(Oberoende Staters Samvalde) med 
Ryssland i spetsen planerar att inom kort 
hdlla ett kristoppmote i Kazakstans hu- 
vudstad Alma Ata. Det ar utvecklingen 

• Afghanistan som skrammer Moskva 
och landema i Centralasien. 



ANALYS 



Talibanernas framgangar i Afghani- 
stan skapar oro for en revolutionar mus- 
limsk vag over gransema till stater som 
Tadzjikistan och Uzbekistan. I Tadzji- 
kistan rasar redan sedan 1992 ett blodigt 
inbordeskrig med forgreningar in i Af 




Afghansk gerilla bygger fSrsvar mot taiibaner 

Den afghanska talibanmilisen stravar norrut, men vagama 
till landets non^ delar ar blockerade av rivaliserande styr- 
kor, redo att mota ett talibanskt anfall. Trupper !edda a-. 
Ahmed Schah Massoud. den stortade afghanska regering- 
ens militara ledare, lat p4 onsdagen evakuera Pa^iishirdaler. 
utfarda undantagstillstdnd och borjade forbereda sig for er 
anfall fran taiibanema. Tidigare talibanska uppgifter gjorde 
gallande att gerillan trangt tre kilometer in i da'en. Nigr= 
uppgifter om skadade fanns inte. <tt-reuter> 



en republikhuvudstad inom den ryska fe- 
derationen. Det ar onekligen en scen- 
forandring frin 1979 da dSvarande Sov- 
ghanisian. 25 000 ryska soldater forsoker jetunionen med militara maktmedel belt 
forhindra militar aktivitet over gransen. forsokte ta kontrollen over Afghanistan 



inkomster fr^n narkotika 

Det har inte lyckats i den komplicerade 
harvan avpoli'tiska. religiosa. etniska och 
ekonomiska motsattningar. De senare 
handlar i mycket om narkotika. Under 
och efter kriget mot den sovjetiska inva- 
sionsmakten 1979-88 blev Afghanistan 
varldens storsta producent av riopium. 
For olika krigsherrar har framstallning 
och handel med narkotika blivit en vik- 
tig inkomstkalla. Den framsta smug- 
giingsvagen g4r numera over Tadzjikis- 
tan och det havdas att aven de ryska 
granstrupperna ar djupt involverade i 
trafiken. 

Ryssland ar redan skakat och forod- 
mjukat av sina nederlag mot de taliban- 
liknande muslimska kamparna i Tjetje- 
nien. Moskva har inte ens kunnat hilla 



Invasionen blev emellertid en bumerang 
som underminerade Sovjetstaten. 

D^ stoddes de muslimska motstinds- 
grupperna av Pakistan som aven anses 
vara talibanernas framsta bundsforvant. 
Bakom Pakistan fanns USA som 
levererade vapen till gerillan. 

USA:s roll oklar 

Numera ar dock USA:s roll nigot oklar. 
Visserligen har talibanerna motts med en 
forsiktigt avvaktande halting i Was- 
hington och deras motstindare har bland 
annat haft stod av USA:s arkef iende Iran. 

Erfarenheterna av bist^ndet till geril- 
lan pk 1980-talet ar emellertid blandade. 
Atskilliga Afghanistankampar har 
anslutit sig till USA-fientliga terrorgrup- 
per i Mellanostern och avancerade mis- 
siler har kommit p^ avvagar. Relatio- 



nerna mellan Pakistan och USA ar span- 
da sedan 1990 pk gnind av Pakistans 
kamvapenprogram. 

USA har ocksi sina egna problem i 
regionen. Den senaste militara uppbygg- 
naden mot Iraks president Saddam Hus- 
sein rann ut i sanden. Stater som Turki- 
et och Saudiarabien motsatte sig ytterli- 
gare bombningar av Irak och vagrade att 
upplita flygbaser for andamSlet. 

De kurdiska klanemas inbordeskrig i 
norra Irak har gett Saddam Hussein ett 
tillfalle att iterta kontrollen over norra 
delen av landet som fi tror att han for- 
sitter. USA evakuerar de kurder som har 
arbetat for CIA och andra amerikanska 
organisationer. 

Forsvagat Moskva 

Fikn Pakistan och lingt vasterut ar tren- 
den ett forsvagat stormaktsinflytande. 
Jamfort med Sovjetunionen, modell 
1979, ar Ryssland radikalt forsvagat och 
§derlitet. Granstrupperna i Tadzjikistan 
representerar den yttersta formigan. 



For USA var shahens fall i Iran 1979 
ett forsta rangens bakslag och mullorna 
i huvudstaden Teheran har overlev: 
amerikanska isoleringsstravanden. Te- 
heran stoder extrema kampgrupper : 
Mellanostern. Overlevt har aven Sad- 
dam Hussein och den senaste slagvax- 
lingen med USA har om nigot stark: 
hans position. 

Krigsherre bytte sida 

Talibanernas sista stora hinder i Afgha- 
nistan tycks vara den uzbekiske krigs- 
herren Dostam som har bytt sida itskil- 
liga ganger under konfliktemas g^ng. 
Dostam har itminstone tidigare haft en 
stor och valorganiserad krigsmakt : 
Afghanistans norra delar. 

Taiibaner stir emot Dostam. De ar 
oforutsagbara aktorer i en region som 
kaimetecknas av narkotika, konflikter 
och flera stater som stravar eften eller re- 
dan har uppnitt, kamvapenformiga. 

FREORIK BRACONIEH 



Kabuls invanare 
tvingas tili bon 

AFGHANISTAN. Medlemmar 
av den islamistiska taliban- 
milisen i Afghanistan tvinga- 
de pa fredagen de Kabulbor 
som vagade sig ut pa stan att 
delta i bonen i stadens storsta 
moske. Under hugg och slag 
och vapenhot drevs folk 
samman pa gatoma och in i 
Pul-i-Khishti-mosken i hu- 
vudstadens basardistrikt. 

De reaktionart islamistis- 
ka taiibanema har nu styrt 
Kabul i en vecka och redan 
ruskat om invanama ordent- 
ligt. Stadens kvinnor bar 
beordrats att h^lla sig borta 
fran sina arbetsplatser och 
att inte visa sig offentligt 
utan heltackande slojor, 
flickor har korts bort fr^ 
skoloma och offentligan- 
stallda man har fktt order att 
.^enastodla skagg, T)AjrT-AFP 



Hjaip tili minoffer iieionasf^^^^^ 

Den fransk-belgiska frivilligorganisation Handicap Internatio- 
nal tilldelas i dag Nansenmedaljen for sitt "enastiende arbete 
med flyktingar". Medaljen, uppkallad efter den norske upp- 
tacktsresanden och flyktingkommissarien Fridtjof Nansen, ar 
en iilig utmarkelse fran f N:s flyktingorganisation UNHCR. 
Den fransk-belgiska organisationen beldnas for sitt arbete med 
forstoreise av landminor och med att hjalpa minoffer tillbaka 
till ett vardigt liv i Afghanistan. Kurdistan och flera andra kon- 
fliktomr^den. 

- Landminoma utgor ett vidrigt hot och ar en av de storsta svi- 
righetema for UNHCR:s atervandandeprogram. Utan Handi- 
cap Internationals insatser skulle hundratals krigsskadade aldrig 
ha kunnat itervanda tili ett nytt liv i Kambodja, Mozambique 
och Bosnien, sager flyktingkommissarien Sadako Ogata. 

BITTE HAMMARGREN 



"Respektera kvinnors rattigheter" 

London: Pakistans premiarminister Benazir Bhutto sade i brit- 
tisk TV p4 torsdagskvallen att hon vill att den extremt funda- 
mentalistiska talibanrorelsen i Afghanistan ser tiU att kvinnor- 
nas rattigheter respekteras. Manniskorattsorganisationen 
Amnesty International rapporterade i onsdags om taUbanemas 
^terrorvalde" i Kabul. Forutom att pSstidda oliktankande och 
syndare ' fangslas eUer misshandlas offentligt har taiibanema 
sarskilt riktat in sig p4 kvinnor. De forbjuds att gi till sina 
arbeten och alia flickskolor har stangts. Kvinnor som inte foljer 
talibanernas strikta kladregler misshandlas p^ oppen <'ata I TV- 
mtervjun tiUbakavisade dock Bhutto iter uppgifteraa om att 
Pakistan stott taiibanema med vapen och per^gar. <TT-iM^pj 0/ 



Ny militar 
uppladdrdng 

Afghanistan. Talibanerna narmar sig 
motstandaren general Dostums styrka. 



Frin AP 

KABUL Samtidigt som strids- 
vagnar, artilleri och strids- 
flygplan gors i ordning infor 
den fbrvantade siutstriden i 
Afghanistan lagger FN-san- 
debudet Norbert Holl pa ett 
extra kol i ett forsok att stop- 
pa det hotande blodbadet. 

P^ onsdagen befann sig 
Holl i Mazar-i-Sharif dar den 
uzbekiske krigsherren gene- 
ral Rash id Dostum har sitt 
hogkvarter. 

Darifran vantades han bege 
sig tillbaka till Kabul for nya 
overlaggningar med ledning- 
en for talibanerna, den seger- 
rika islamistiska rorelse som 
intagit huvudstaden efter att 
ha jagat regeringsarmen pa 
flvkten. 



Dostums erkant effektiva 
uzbekiska styrka ar den enda 
kraft som fortfarande har er. 
mojlighet att bjuda talibans- 
tyrkorna motstand. Hittills 
har bada parter undvikit ar: 
ga i krig med varandra, meri 
sedan Kabul fallit har taliba- 
nerna narmat sig Dostums 
territorium i norra Afgha- 
nistan och lovat art krossa 
islams fiender. 

En kopman som rest ned till 
Kabul via Salang\-agen norr- 
ifran uppgav att han sett en 
stor militar uppladdning pa 
Dostums sida av bergspasse.'. 

Talibanerna och den uzbe- 
kiska milisstyrkan star bara 
fyra kilometer frar: varandra 
strax soder om Salangtim- 
neln, sade kdpmannen Mo- 
hammed Zarif 
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Toppmote I Kazakstan. Storning av 
stabiliteten mots med "adekvat svar" 



Av Disa Hiistad 

DN:s korrespondent 

ALMA-ATA. Representanter for 
Ryssland och fyra centxal- 
asiatiska stater uttryckte vid 
ett toppmote i Kazakstans hu- 
vudstad Alma-Ata sin allvar- 
liga oro over laget i Afgha- 
nistan, som direkt hotar de- 
ras nationella intressen och 
sakerhet. 

Varje forsok att bryta stabi- 
liteten vid gransen kommer 
att motas av ett adekvat svar, 
heter det i uttalandet som 
antogs vid motet dar Ryss- 
lands premiarminister Vik- 
tor Tjemomyrdin deltog som 
stallforetradare for Boris 
Jeltsin. Tilisanmians med 
statschefema i Kazakstan, 
Kirgisistan, Tadzjikistan och 
Uzbekistan. 

-Var gemensamma be- 
domning ar att konflikten ror 
sig mot norra Afghanistan 
och att manskliga rattigheter 
ar i fara, sade Kazakstans 
president Nursultan Nazar- 
bajev efter motet: 

- Vi har uppmanat taliba- 
nema att avbiyta sin aggres- 
sion. 

Talibanerna ar sarskilt utpe- 
kade som angripare i det ge- 
mensamma uttalandet dar de 
fem uppmanar alia stridande 
parter till samforstind. Det 
sags vidare att avrattningar- 
na och arkebuseringama, 
sarskilt den motbjudande lik- 
videringen av den forre presi- 
denten Najibullah, for landet 
mot en katastrof och hotar 
Afghanistans sjalvstandig-. 
het 

joumalistemas fragor 
oin statema ar beredda att 
som maximal ^tgard sanda in 
trupper over gransen svarade 
Nazarbajev att man inte vill 
blanda sig i kriget: 

- Vi ska inte upprepa Sov- 
jetunionens misstag 1979 d^ 
Afghanistan invaderades. 

Presidentema betonade att 
ingen sarskild hjalp annat an 
humanitar kommer att 1am- 
nas till Afghanistan. 

Uzbekistans president Is- 
lam Karimov vande sig med 
skarpa mot pressens satt att 
beskriva klanledaren general 
Abdul Rashid Dostum som en 
"uzbekisk general". 

- Hans uzbekiska nationa- 



uzbekiska presidenten som 
vidhoU att Uzbekistan, tvart- 
emot vad som sags, inte ger 
Dostum nagon vapenhjalp. 

Det ar general Dostum som 
haDer den norra ing^ngen till 
Salang-tunneln som ar den 
enda vagen till Kabul genom 
Hindu Kush-massivet. 

- Om talibanerna bryter 
igenom kan de g^ i vilken 
riktning som heist och da blir 
det farligt, sade Karimov. 

Den ryske nationelle saker- 
hetsr^dgivaren Alexander 
Lebed har redan tidigare i 
veckan sagt att det fanns risk 
att talibanerna kunde ta sig 
in till Buchara, en historisk 
stad i Uzbekistan. 

Men p^ fragan om det dar- 
fbr kommer fler ryska solda- 
ter till gransen sade Islam 
Karimov att man nu inte ska 
omgruppera trupper. 

Tadzjikistans president Ima- 
mali Rachmonov tick fragan 
om han trodde att risken for 
en ny kupp i bans land, dar 
inbordeskrig rader sedan fy- 
ra ar, var storre nu. 

Men Rachmonov sade att 
han och den muslimska oppo- 
sitionen - som nu befinner 
sig i landsflykt i Iran och 
Afghanistan - nu praktiskt 
taget har kommit overens och 
ska motas i Moskva senare 
denna manad. 

Till toppmotet, som avise- 
rats som en samling av "sex 
asiatiska stater i OSS", dok 
aldrig turkmenema upp. 
Turkmenistans president Sa- 
parmurad Nijazov for sedan 
lange en isolationistisk poli- 
tik. Hans fr^varo kommen- 
terades inte hogt men forva- 
nade inte de officieUa repre^ 
sentantema for Kazakstan. 
TT-Reuter. Talibanerna lat for-' 
stora hundratals konfiskera- 
de spritflaskor och lidvis 
med olburkar i Kabul p^ lor- 
dagen, rapporterade vastliga 
nyhetsbyrder. Utlandska 
joumalister hade bjudits in 
att bevittna och filma hur en 
stridsvagn krossade flaskor- 
na. 

Alkoholkonsumtion ar for- 
bjuden i Kabul efter taliba- 
nernas maktovertagande i 
fbrra veckan. Den sprit som 
forstordes pa lordagen hade 
enligt talibanerna beslagta- 
gits p^ Kabuls enda fungeran- 



Talibanerna gar 
till anf all norrut 



Milisen forsSker inta strategiskt viktig dal 




KABUL (TT-AFP, SvD, Reuter) 
• Den afghanska taliban- 
milisen gick till of fensivmot 
den strategiskt viktiga Panj- 
sjirdalen norr om Kabul nat- 
ten till lordagen och sade sig 
efter minga timmars h^rda 
strider ha intagit hojdema 
pk b^da sidor om dalg^ng- 
en. 

I viss mkn ar det som om 
kriget mot Sovjetunionen 
g^ i repris. Nu liksom d^ ar 
Panjsjirdalen nyckehi till kont- 
roUen over Afghanistan, och nu 
liksom pi 1980-talet forsvaras 
dalen av den militart skicklige 
Ahmed Massoud. Men nu rep- 
resenterar han den avsatta regi- 
men och kampar for sin egen 
overlevnad. 

Massoud anses ha en stark 
militar kapacitet, inte minst 
eftersom ryssaraa - ironiskt 
nog - tidigare har forsett den nu 
avsatta regeringen med vapen. 
TaUbanema har inte mycket till 
overs for Massoud och hans 
styrka som de anser bar ansvar 
for landets misskotsel under de 
senaste ^en. 



„^ TURK- ^S^^^TAnv^uwr 
\ MENISTAN --^^sTADZJIKI- 

^ r^"^ ._/^STAN 

IRAN 



KINA 



\ Kabul'* ~ 
AFGHANISTAN 

TalibankontTO^^ 

PAKISTAN 



INDIEN 




erbjudit Dostam forhand- 
Ungar men ik bedomare 
tror att talibanerna ar 
beredda aU diskutera fred 
med honom forran han 
kapitulerat villkorslost. 

Den kommunistiska 
afghanska regimen foil 
1992 nar Dostam och Mass- 
oud gjorde gemensam sak. 
Sedan dess har de gatt skil- 
da vagar. 




Langtan efter ordning 

En analys i tidningen Econo- 
mists senaste nununer pekar pa 
att taUbanerna inte hittills har 
tvingats visa vad de gkr for 
mihtart. I stora delar av landet, 
dar de lokala makthavarna ter- 
roriserade befolkningen med 
godtyckliga skatter och bnitali- 
tet, halsades talibanerna val- 
komna med sitt budskap; fred, 
ordning och islamsk lag. 

Inte heller i Kabul motte tali- 
banerna n^ot storre motstind. 
Regeringsstyrkoma lamnade i 
forra veckan staden relativt 
snabbt eftersom de sade sig vil- 
ja undvika blodbad. 

Men situationen i de norra 
delama ar annorlunda, med 
militart staita fasten som kan 
bjuda talibanerna kraftigt och 
^ngyag gt m otst&nd._Pet var 
"^^^SISS^K^ i non^som kd- 
de kamipen mot ^ssarna och de 
arlskeptiska mot talibanerna, 
som* mestadels tillhor majori- 
tetsfolket pashtuner. Pashtuner- 
na har traditionellt styrt Afgha- 
nistan men efter kriget mot Sov- 
jet kraver minoritetsfolken, 
bland annat tadzjiker och uzbe- 
ker en ny form av maktdelning. 

?i lordagen p^ick kraftig 
omsesidig artillerieldgivning 



och talibanerna forberedde sig 
for en attack in mot Panjsjir- 
dalen. Massouds man hade 
sprangt sender den enda vagen, 
bland annat med hjalp av jord- 
skred som utlosts med dynamit, 
och talibanerna forsokte med 
schaktmaskin och lastbilar roja 
undan hindren. 

UndaittagstillstSnd 

Massoud har utlyst undantags- 
tillst^nd i hela dalen och tusen- 
tals civila har lamnat Panjsjir i 
veckan. Staden Gulbahar, dar 
taUbanemas front var placerad 
p4 lordagen, tomdes i veckoslu- 
tet ocksi pa de fiesta av sina 
invinare. 

Vaster om Panjshir, vid den 
likasi strategiskt viktiga Salang- 
tunneln p§ vagen fikn Kabul, 
stir den uzbekiske milisledaren 
Rashid Dostam med sina trup- 
per och vantar pi nasta taliban- 
offensiv. Dostam beharskar sex 
provinser i norr, ar kraftigt 
militart rustad och har stod f rin 
Uzbekistan. Talibanerna har 



Starker gransen 

Ryssland och de centralasiatis- 
ka statema norr om Afghani- 
stan ar starkt oroade av taUba- 
nemas maktovertagande. Vid 
ett hastigt inkallat toppmote i 
Kazakstan i fredags traffades 
ledare for fyra fore detta sov- 
jetstater och Rysslands utfikes- 
minister Jevgenij Primakov. 

Primakov och Tadzjikistans 
president ImomaU Rachmonov 
enades pi lordagen om f orstarkt 
bevakning av gransen mellan 
Tadzjikistan och Afghanistan, 
meddelade den ryska nyhets- 
byrin Interfax. 

Ryssland har redan tusentals 
gransvakter posterade langs 
den bergiga gransen. Tadzjiki- 
stan har en islamistisk gerilla 
som har sina baser inne i Afgha- 
nistan. Regimen fruktar att de 
islamistiska talibanemas seger i 
Afghanistan skall ge ett upp- 
sving till den tadzjikiska 
gerillan. Motet enades i ovrigt 
om att inte lagga sig i de interna 
afghanska konf liktema. 



Sprit och ol forstordes i Kabul 



KABUL (n-Reuter, AFP) 
•Den nya islamistiska makt- 
havarna i Afghanistan f orstorde 
hundratals konfiskerade flaskor 
sprit och lidvis med olburkar pi 
lordagen. Utlandska joumahs- 
ter hade bjudits in att se hur en 
stridsvagn krossade flaskoma. 

Talibanerna, en strangt reli- 
gios rorejse, ledd av islamiska 
prastei, haf' efter sitt maktover- 
tagande i Kabul for drygt en vec- 
ka sedan forbjuditUilm, TV, 
musik, alkoholkonsumtion, 
kvinnoarbete och skolging for 
flickor samt beordrat alia man 
att odla skagg. Tjuvar skall fi 
handema avhuggna och utova- 
re av illegalt sex skall stenas ihjal. 
Exakt vad som skall drabba dem 
som dricker alkohol eller anvan- 



der droger har inte sagts, bara 
att det blir stranga straff. 

Den sprit som forstordes pi 
lordagen hade enhgt talibaner- 
na beslagtagits pi Kabuls enda 
fungerande storhotell. Inter- 
continental. Nar stridsvagnen 
rullat bort sprang border av bam 
fram for att se om nigot fanns 
att radda. En olburk hade imd- 
gitt forodelsen och togs om 
•hand. 

'■ bmvarlden och hjalporgani- 
sationer ser med stor ord pi de 
strikta reglema. Representan- 
ter for islamistiska partier i 
Pakistan sager att talibanemas 
tillampning ar overdriven och 
kan ge islam vanrykte och vast- 
varlden en fofevandning for for- 
starkt antiislamisk propaganda. 



Oeniga 

talibaner 

awaktar 

Fi4n TT-AFP 

GULBAHAR. Talibanmilisen 
provade pa mdndagen en ny 
taktik for att knacka Mas- 
soudstyrkomas starka for- 
svar av Pansjirdalen i nord- 
ostra Afghanistan. De tankte 
anfalla frin bergstopparna. 
Samtidigt uppmanades den 
uzbekiske ledaren Abdul Ra- 
sjid Dostam att vara neutral, 
men enligt vastkallor ar tali- 
banerna oeniga om hillning- 
en till honom. 

Enligt en talibansk firontbe- 
falhavare har planema pa att 
erovra den svirtillgangliga 
och valforsvarade Pansjirda- 
len landvagen nu overgivits. 

Forre forsvarsministem 
Massouds valorganiserade 
styrkor bjod alltfor hirt mot- 
stind och hejdade talibanof- 
fensiven. Darfor tog sig tali- 
banerna upp pi omgivande 
berg for att kunna anfalla. 

Det tr^nga bergspass som 

utgdr porten till Pansjirdalen 
var p^ mindagen i praktiken 
overgivet av talibanerna. 

Slaget om Pansjirdalen ar 
avgorande for talibanemas 
mojlighet att befasta sin staU- 
ning, men aven for Massouds 
och den avsatte presidenten 
Burhanuddin Rabbani och 
hans regerings framtid. De 
kontroUerar nu bara tre pro- 
vinser i norr: Kunduz, Tak- 
har och Badakhshan. 

Nyckeln till den narmaste 
framtiden i Afghanistan ver- 
kar nu ligga i fore detta kom- 
munistgeneralen Dostams 
bander. Det ridde osakerhet 
om var hans pansar- och flyg- 
understodda styrkor, tidigare 
allierade med Massoud, stkr i 
dagslaget. 

Dostam kontroUerar inte 
bara de sex norra provinser- 
na utan ocksi den strategiskt 
viktiga Salangtunneln som 
forbinder landets norra och 
sodra delar. 
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Trots talibanernas segertag i Kabul 



Afghanistan 



G (OA O 



inget nytt 




Taiibanerna till 
anfall mot Dostam 

AFGHANISTAN Strider utbrot i 
gar mellan talibanmilisen och 
-xlen U7bckiska ledaren Abdel 
Rashid Dostams trupper langs 
Salangriksvagen i norra Afghani- 
stan. Det sa ogonvittnen. Sam- 
tidij^t mottes den avsatte presi- 
dcnten Burhanuddin Rabbani 
ocli Dostam for att bilda gemen- 
sam front mot talibanregimen i 
huyiidMtaden Kabul. i'EP^AFP) 



I april 1 992 segrade de 
enade islamsica gerilla- 
rorelsema over den 
Sovjetuppbockode re- 
gimen, men enigheten 
sprack snabbt och kri- 
get forlsatte i Afghan- 
istan. 

At foljde av ran, terror och ut- 
bredd lagloshet i spiren av 
maktkampen mellan olika fa- 
langer med baser i folkgrupper- 
na pashtuner, hazarer, tadjiker 
och uzbeker. Men givetvis var 
det inte ett renodlat inbordes- 
krig det handlade om. 

— De omgivande landema 
har aldrig varit redo att accept- 
era ett sjalvstandigt Afghan- 
istan, och de har alia gett stod 
till olika falanger for sina egna 
intressen, sade general Mass-' 
ouds talesman i Kabul forra iret 
tUl OC. V 

Stamstrider 

Massoud och f d regeringen 
Rabbani har sin tillhori^et 
bland tadjikema i norr och ar 
de som i dagslaget bjuder storst 
motstand mot talibanrorelsen 
som har sina rotter i det pa- 
shtunska stamsamhallet i sodra 
delama av Afghanistan och det 
angransande Pakistan. 

Sedan taiibanerna med Paki- 
stans stod snabbt nidde stora 
framgangar forra aret och fick 
kontroll over de pashtunska 
omradena, s4gs de som befriare 
av manga afghaner, framfor allt 
pa "hemmaplan". Vapen sam- 
lades in och lagar borjade ater 
tillampas — aven om de hade 
islamska fortecken. Men tali- 
banernas islam ar baserad i den 
simnimuslimska ideologin och 
inrymmer darmed motsatt- 
ningar till shiitismen i Iran. 

Inga ayathollor 

I den nya politiska situation- 
en som har bildats behoverman 
knappast befara att nagot nytt 
"ayathoUastyre" skall utvecklas 



i Kabul. Visserligen forekom- 
mer deklarationer om att sharia 
— den islamska lagen — strikt 
skall tillampas, men det ar hu- 
vudsakiigen grundat i ett behov 
av att uppratta lag och ordning i 
de nyintagna omiddena. Och 
yiicesforbudet for kvinnor som 
proklamerades vid int^et i 
Kabul havdes efter fem dagar. 

— I provinsen Ghazni, som 
har varit imder talibanstyre i ar- 
ton minader, fungerar vart pro- 
gram precis som tidigare, sager 
Peter Hjukstrom pi Svenska 
Afghanistankommitten som be- 
dnver ett omfattande arbete i 
landet 

— Vi har flickskolor for nara 
5 000 elever, och over 1000 
vuxna kvinnor far utbildning 
och yrkestraning. Visserligen 
forsokte de begransa verksam- 
heten i borjan, men backade ef- 
terforfaandlingar . . . 

Arkefiender 

Kamfragan handlar snarare 
om hur de omgivande landema 
kommer att reagera p4 det nya 
laget. Pakistan kommer nu ge- 
nom taiibanerna att dominera 
landet och ett av malen, att 
oppna handelsvagama mot 
Turkmenistan och ovriga Cen- 
tralasien, ser ut att kimna for- 
verkligas. Iran och Indien, Pa- 
kistans arkefiende, kommer 
knappast att tolerera denna 
kraftiga andring i den regionaia 
maktbalansen. 

Men visar den nya "talibanre- 
geringen" vilja att dela med sig 
av makten till landets icke-pas- 
htuner, och de omgivande land- 
ema kcm halla fingrama borta, 
sa kan utvecklingen gi it ett po- 
sitivt hill. Och kunde bara 
halften av de resurser vastvarld- 
en satsade for att befria landet 
frin Sovjetkommunismen lag- 
gas ned pi intemationella 
hjalpinsatser, si lar afghanema 
befrias frin ytterligare minga ir 
av blodigt krig. Men detta kan 
man ju bara hoppas pi . . . 

LENNART BERGGREN 
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Kullur 



Burkhan - befrielse eller tvangstroja? 

"Ratten for kvinnor att arbeta och studera gar fore allt" 




virtUalagitt mtUrtBumiste vl apegia Islaimka varden och 8t6<Ua anvamlnlngen av burkha. SJalv yUlJagaldrigbara den, 

MSmtak¥hmoMrritveMlKaM,immmrimmi1^ 



sager Lalla Yalda, chefradaktdr for dm 



Somtal i Kabul 



• Denna dag kom Kabul Times ut och pS 
BBC satter man ett kors i taket: Tidning- 
en ar daterad den 5 September och sexton 
dagar sen. 

- Tryckpressen ar tillplattad av en 
bomb, ursaktar sig en afgansk journalist 
som jag senare meter p5 mediacentrat for 
statligt anstallda murvlar. 

Del ar oro i huset den har dagen. Taliba- 
nema har avancerat annu en bit mot Kabul 
och premiarminister Hekmatyar har fattat 
beslut att stanga halften av de 72 tidning- 
ar och tidskrifter som uppges finnas. 

"MAHD", DEN STORSTA kvinnolid- 
ningcn. ar ett av offren och chefrcdaktor 
LaiJa Yalda, en parant och frisprSkig 
dam, suckar djupt. 

-Jag skrev en ledare mot bans dekret att 
tvinp kvinDor in i kolsackar och det gilla- 
dc imn inte. sagcr hon. Men konuner tali- 
banema stSnger dom nog alia tyningar, 
inte bara min... 

Sannolikt ja. I Kandahar dSr de hSrskat 
i snart tvSt Sr har sonderslagna tv-appara- 
ter hangts upp i lyktstolpama, inga lid- 
ningar utges langre ©ch tehguds att 
lyssna pS musik. 

Arton Sr av olyckor for Afganistan och 
det har bara blivit varre och varrc. 

"En kvinna i sloja 
drliktenparla 
i en mussla " 

pa ett plakat utanfor Pressens Hus ser jag 
en kvinna i svart sloja som bara visar iigo- 
nen. 

"En kvinna i sloja ar likt en parla i en 
mussla". sager tcxten. 
I nedcrkanten stArdct att maningcn dc- 



signats av departementet for "Framjande 
avdygder och forhindrande av synd". 

- Tills belt nyligen hade vi kvinnor i 
flygvapnet och som busschaufforer, sager 
Amina Sahar, en img journalist som ar 
gift med en mujahedin men andi bar stark 
make up. 

Tills nu har tre fjSrdedelar av alia flidcor 
i Kabul har gStt i skola och drygt halften av 
kvinnoma har haft jobb. 

Burkhan, kolsacken som fundamentalis- 
tema sokt tvinga p§ dera, ar ingen stor fr4- 
ga- 

Snarare verkar det ha gStt nSgot av mo- 
de i plagget: Fargema varierar frSn Ijus- 
bWtt till gront och violett och jag ser ocksS 
en och annan i orange. 

De i hclsvart tycks alia vara Sldre kvin- 
nor. 

"Att rycka upp kvinnoma 
ur ekonomin skulle 
baddafor en katastmf 

?& Chicken Street, beromt hippiestrSk pS 
60-talet, hbr jag fnisset £rin tvS marinblS 
burkhas: De fcaii se mig men jag ar ofar- 
mogcn att urskilja nSgot bakcHn aatet 

Jag minns medeas attjai fiSr 164i" sedan 
kopte tvi burkhas i basaren har fdr att mi- 
na bam sfctifle ktmna leka spSken. 

Laila Yalda n^nar att mlinga av de som 
anvandcr burkha g5r det av rent pragma- 
tiska skal: Nar mannen inte kan se om de 
ar unga eller gamla. fula eller s6ta, si an- 
lastar de dem inte. 

- MSnga upplcver den som befriandc, 
andra ser den som en tvSngstrbja. Efter- 
som vSr tidning ags av staten sS miste vi 
spcgla islamska varden och stodja an- 
vandningcn av burkha. Sjalv vill jag aldrig 
bara den och jag har klarat mig undan. 

Amina Sahar ser heller inte burkhan 
som nSgon stor frSga vard att ta strid for. 

- Nej, ratten for kvinnoma att studera 



och jobba gSr utanp4 allt. Tank pi att det 
finns minst 25.000 krigsankor i Kabul och 
mSnga ogifta kvinnor som miste forsbrja 
sig sjalva och sina familjer. 80 procent av 
stans befolkning fir anda sailan ata sig 
matta, mSnga bam ar underaarda. Att 
rycka upp kvinnoma ur ekonomin skulle 
badda f&r en katastroE. 

DEN RADIKALA islamismen var en to- 
talt frammande kultur fdr Ksihut pcksS f3- 
re den s k apriirevdutionm i april 1978 dS 
en grupp kommiraistnr genemfdrde en 
blodig statskiqjp; ^adein tor som gammal 
handelsknut en nastan kosmopolitisk pra- 
gel och de alltfor brSdstortade reformer 
som kung Amanullah genomforde i slutet 
p4 1920-talet lamnade kvar embryon till en 
kvinnorbrelse som fortlevt och stundtals 
blomstrat. 

Under den soyjetiska ockupationen 
gjordes det stort propagandanummer av 
befrielsen av kvinnoma. President Ba- 
brak Karmal och hans aiskarinna. kultur- 
ministem Anahita Ratebzed, t o m for- 
bjbd burkhan vilket retade galla pi funda- 
mentalister och traditionsbundna. 

"Viforsoker tala 
for krigsankor och 
fortvivlade modrar" 

Laila, som var student di den Roda ar- 
m6n tSgade in i Kabul, ar dubbelt belastad. 
Kvinnoaktivist och joumalist redan di 
och senare i Rabbanis och Hekmatyars 
tjanst. 

- Jag hatade att jobba it Moskva-lake- 
jema, sager hon nu. Vi hade mer pressfri- 
het under Najibullahs tv5 sista ir men jag 
m4r ilia nar jag tanker tillbaka. Vi levde 
som i en skyddad oas medan resten av lan- 
det lades i miner. Men jag har ingct att 
Sngra. Jag valkomnade mujahedin. De 
har gjort mSnga besvikna men and* fbrso- 



ker jag mobilisera stbd for dem. Jag har va- 
rit i taliban-kontroUerade omrSden och 
vet vad som kommer att ske om ifall... 

De kviimor som jobbar hemma har inte 
tid att tanka men fdrvarvsarbetande kvin- 
nor har sin isikt fullstandigt klar. Vibeho- 
ver ingen fred om den berSvar oss all frihet 
och raanniskovarde. 

Amina ler frustrerat. 

- Vi har levt fyra ^r under islamskt styre 
och nu holar en Sn radikalare regim som 
pistil sig strida med AUahs mandat. Kri- 
gandet mellan kla^er inom mujahedin har 
fiackat i^am som inget annat. Det ar dili- 
ga tider ffir islam och varre Mjr det om 
man g&r tillbaka till 60&-ta{ets seder och 
bruk och fdrelavso- kvianoma under f6re- 
vandning av att ^ydda dem. FS se hur 
lange talibanema skulle klara sig utan alia 
kvinnor som finns pi departement och 
myndigheter. 

"Mahd" gir i graven. Sorjd och saknad 
av vem? 

- Vi fbrsoker tala for kvinnoma i flyk- 
tinglagren, for krigsankoma, for de for- 
tvivlade modrar som gravt ut bam och an- 
hbriga ur bombade ruiner och som makt- 
Ibst ser sina yngsta tyna bort i undemaring, 
sager Laila. Jag vet inte om vi lyckats. 

FYRA DAGAR EFTER vSrt samtal tog 
talibanema dver Kabul. 

I dag ser man inte langre nigra farg- 
granna burkhas i huvudstaden. De f& 
kvinnor som v4gar sig ut gir kiadda i 
svart. 

Svart ar talibanemas farg och image. 

BOGUNNAKSSON 



• f% Talibanema har nu startat sin 
egentidniF^ 'Shariat' (Islamsklag), . 
som enllgt algansk tlderakning dateras 
ar 1375. Inga andra publlkationertiliats 
tills vidare. 
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Talibaner vadjar om hjalp 

Hdftiga strider vid Panjsjirddlen norr omAfghanistans huvudstxid 



Haftiga strider mcUan den 
a%limska 1»f ibamniliscn oeh den 
stdrtade regeringens styrkor rasa- 
de i gSr vid Panjsjirdalcn. 

Samtidigt vadjade talibanemas 
utrikesminister, mullah Moham- 
med Ghous, om intemationell 
hjalp till iteruppbyggnaden av 
det hirt krigsdrabbade Afghani- 
stan. Ghous sa till joumalister i 
huvudstaden Kabul att landet 
efter 17 iis inbdrdeskrig st4r 
infSr en katasMtf och att en stor 
del av befblkningen hotat av 
hunger. 

-Vi hoppas att alia lander 
kommer att hjalpa till att bygga 
upp virt land igen. Om Vi inte 
samarbetar och fir hjalp av 
andra kommer vi inte att klara 
det, sa Ghous. 

Vastliga hjalporganisationer. 
som i dag 200 000 manniskor en- 
bart i Kabul ar beroende av, har 
dock varnat for att de kan tvingas 
lagga ner sin verksamhet. Orsa- 
ken ar att de ar beroende av 
kvinnliga medarbetare, och den 




Aighaner bar sim bam 6ver den stenbeklddda vdeen fSr att komma mMti 
stridema i Fai^irdalm 



hardfora islamistiska talibanro- 
relsen har forbjudit alia kvinnor 
att arbeta. Ghous t^krev dock 
arbetsfbrbudet for kvinnor som 
"ett mindre problem". 

-Jag ber hjalporganisationer- 
na att fortsatta. Jag ar overtygad 
om att mindre problem kan losas 



i framtiden, sa han. 

Haftiga strider lapporterades i 
g3r vid Panjsjitdalen norr om 
huvudstaden mellan talibanmili- 
sen och den stdrtade regeringens 
stj^kor. Resenarer fran omradet 
uppgav att striderna pigatt hela 
natten. (TT-Reuter) 



Kvinnof ortryck i religios drakt 
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• Det finns minga lander dir 
kvinnor fijrjrycks, i religiaofip^, 
namn. I Kuwait fJr inte Irtrh'- 
norna rosta, i Saudiarabien fir 
de inte kOra bil och inte g5 ut 
utan att noggranl dolja sigbak- 
om stora^pk av tyg. 1 Algeriet 
tvingades den kvinnliga 16par- 
stjarnan, Hassiba Boulmerka, 
(landels frSmsta idrottare, 
med bade OS- och VM-guld) 
att trana i srayg, for att und- 
komma stenkastande funda- 
mentalister som vill fbrbjuda 
all kvinnlig sportutovning. 

sa kanske borde man ii^e 
fdrvSnas, eller bli besfflrtiSMer 
rapporterna som koramerfriui 
Afghanistan, ©e i A^Bi- 
stan framryckaiide tatttsa&er- 
nas syn pS kvinnor finns ju re- 
dan alltEOr vai representerad 
pi anctea M|l i variden. Men 
det ar saUad som farsi^n att 
fdrsiava den ena halvan avbe- 
foikningen &r sd tydliga och 
hatnningsKVsa som i dagens 
Afghanistan. 

Talibanema har latit med- 
dela att kvinnor inte langre f Jr 
lamna hemmen utan att vara 
hell titckla. avcn iWcr anslktct. 



av svarta sl6jon Och nSr de ar 
,Jju;roifran skall dc ^Jftid ledsa- 
' gas'av en hian.^i^imwwfar^n- 
te heller gi i skola och de f4r 
inte langre arbeta utanfor 
hemmeL 

Forbudet mot arbete en 
katastrof £6r alia de tusentols 
ankor som genom eget arbete 
ffirsOrjer sig, och sina barn, se- 
dan mannen stupat 1 det linga 

Ivmt i0iMid#n var man 
snabbt tvungeo att bortse frin 
ferbwiet mot kvianlig arbets- 
kraft, eftersom patienterna 
blev utan v&rd nar alia kvinn- 
liga tikare ochsjukskoterskor 
tvbe^ades att stanna hemma. 
Dessotom %r absolut inga 
man ta hand Om nSgon av det 
motsatta konet, si om sjuka 
kvinnor skall fS nigon vSrd 
over huvud taget mJste kvin- 
nor tiliatas arbeta inom sjuk- 
vSrden. Men mSnga av alia de 
kvi nnor som skulle beh6vas pS 
sjukhusen ar hemma av radsla 
for att st6ta sig med regimen. 

Talibanerna beskrivs som 
extremt religiosa, och de f6r- 
klariir del hardhflnla fiirlryc- 



ket av kviimor genom att han- 

Det ty^^^ioff"lfe?nt<r 
tanker accq>tera den fOrida- 
ringen. Peter Hansen, FNsbi- 
tradande generalsekrete^are 
ffir faumanttira %xeaAm, sade 
vid ett ffamtradande i Gene- 
ve au det finns ]daner pa att 
stoppa allt vidare bistind till 
Afghanistan, om ifite diskri- 
roineringen av kvinnor upp- 
h&r. 

FN:s snabba reaktion ar ett 
tecken pS att nSgot har hSnt. 
Det tycks inte langre lika en- 
kelt att bakom en tackmantel 
av religion agna sig it att ter- 
rorisera ena halvan av befolk- 
ningen. 

Det skulle inte behova sa- 
gas, for det ar en sjalvklarhet: 
kvinnor omfaltas ocksJ av det 
som brukar kallas for mansk- 
liga rattigheter. Och det finns 
ingen anledning att lata tali- 
banska krigare, med hjalp av 
FN-bistind, skoningslOsl och 
brutall fdrtrycka landets alia 
kvinnor. Sadan politik fortja- 
nar bara avstSndstagande, vad 
don iin f(">rklaras med. 



Talibaner 
pa flykt 
mot KabtJ 



Afghanistan. Strategiskt viktigt faste 
intogs av oppositionen. 



Frin 

KABUL. De afghanska taliba- 
nema havdade pi lardagen 
stora framgflngar i striderna 
mot den avsatta regerin^as 
arme norr om Kabtil. Men 
rapporterna frln omridet ta- 
lade ett helt annat sprik. 

Regeringsarmen tippgavs 
ha kort ut talibanema ur den 
strategiskt viktiga orten Jab- 
ul-Saraj, fallit dem i ryggen i 
proviosbtivudstaden Chari- 
kar och drivit fvmdamenta- 
listmilisen pi vild flykt siider- 
ut mot KabiH. 

Kallor i omridet kring Jab- 
ul-Saraj vid ingSngen tiU den 
viktiga Pansjirdalen sade att 
forre fbrsvarsministem Ah- 
med Shah Massouds trapper 
hade atertagit staden efler en 
hel dags hirda strider. Ett 
annat ^rband ur den avsatta 
regeringsarmen angrep tali- 
hanmilisen i narbeMgna Cba- 
rikar. 

Forlusten av Jab-ul-SaraJ 
innebar att talibanema dar 
ar instangda i Pansjirdalen 
utan kontakt med sin strids- 
ledning och att deras under- 
hailslinje firan Kabul skurits 
av. 

Em axmt Vi^htSi^ttmS. 
var pa Ifirdagen oek^ in- 
draget i hSrda strider med 
Massoudstyrkor nara Salang- 
tunneln i Hindokusb pa hu- 
vudvagen till luora Afi^- 
nistan. 

Den som hailer Jab-uI-Sarsu, 
atta mil norr om Kabul, kont- 
roUerar i praktiken ocksa sa- 
vai ^msjiidal«Ei sora Salang- 
psoset, bida oouradraa av- 
gSrande fbr mfijligheten att 
sMeriMn ta sig Over Hindu- 
kushbergen. 

Talesman flir talibanema 
tonade ned betydelsen av stri- 
derna inne i Charikar. hu- 
vudstad i provinsen Parwar, 
sex mil norr om KabuL Enligt 
talibanema var det bara ett 
tjugotal Massoudman som 



lyckats nistla sig in i staden, 
"och dem ska vi snart ha gjort 

slut pa". 

Men en Reuterraportar som 

befann sig vid en talibanbe- 
mannad vagspSrr omedelbart 
s6der om Charikar blev vitt- 
ne till hur en fordonskoloim 
ur talibanarmen kom kCran- 
de fria staden i hiSg £art och 
styrde forbi vagsparren. 

Bilama stannade nagra se- 
kuDder. bara Bit att ttiira med 
jonraalisteroa om vSgen till 
Kabul lag dppen. och fbrtsatte 
sedan sAderut med en riv- 
starl Soldatema vid spSrren 
oppnade eld mot de Syende 
fordonen med ett raketgevar 
men fick inte stopp pa dem. 

AP: FN avstod i fredags frin 
att bestamma vem som ska 
godtas som r&ttmMlg'repre- 
sentant fiSr Ai^^iaBistan. Den 
stortade presideiiten Burha- 
nuddin Rabbani, liksom tali- 
bangerillan som di«V tionom 
pa flykten, har begirt FNa 
erkannande. 

Beslutet om huruvida Rab- 
bani Sven forttattningsvis 
ska betraktas somiaodets re- 
presentant skOts u9p till vida- 
re. Enligt Renter var det USA 
som fSreslog ett uj^skov, me- 
dan Nederilndema, stfltt av 
Ryssland, ansag att man ome- 
delbart skuBe ezicanna Rab- 
bani Inget datum sattes fSr 
nasta mdte i tii^ca. 

Dem islamistiska taUban- 
regeringen, som intog Kabul 
den 27 September, har tvi 
ginger begart att Rabbanis 
regeruig iate langre ska fore- 
trada Afghanistan i vSrlds- 
samfimdet 

Rivaliserande grupper har 
slagits om makten i Afgha- 
nistan sedan de sovjetiska 
styrkoma drogs tiUbaka 1989. 
Rabbani blev president nar 
kommimistregimen storta- 
des 1^ odh styrde med olika 
koalitioner av grupper tUls 
han drevs ut av talibanema. 



Attacker nara Kabul 



Afghanistan. Tapbanerna pressas tiUbaka i hkrd motoffensiv. 
o nJ ' 



anistan. laijc 



Frin TT-AFP 

KABUL Den afghanska taliba- 
narmens framryckning mot 
den avsatta regeringetis 
krigsmakt sag pi torsdagen 
ut att ha kommit av sig. Rap- 
porter frin omradena norr 
om Kabul tydde pa att den 
avsatta regeringens arm6 ha- 
de gatt till motangrepp och 
atererdvrat platser runt flyg- 
ba.sen Bagram. Talibanemas 
motstandare enades om ge- 
mensam kamp mot de nya 
makthavama om inte dessa 
avbryter stridema. 

Enligt Reuters reportrar var 
talibanerna i full fSrd med att 
bygga upp nya forsvarsliryer 
Slider om fronten vid den stra- 
tegi.ska Salangtunneln under 



Hindukushbergen. Resena- 
rer frSn stridsomradet sade 
att den avsatta regeringens- 
arm6 bjOd talibanema myck- 
et hart motstand sa langt sa- . 
derut som nSra staden Chari- 
kar, sex mil norr om Kabul. 

Om uppgiftema &r korrek- 
ta kan talibanema fa svSrt att 
behaila greppet om huvud- 
staden Kabul. Ex-regerings- 
arm6n, anlSrd av fbrre fSr- 
svarsministem Ahiaed.^ali 
Massoud, rapporterades ock- 
sa ha dppnat en ny front och 
ryckt fram mot Naghloo, en 
damm norr om Kabtil var- 
ifrin en stor del av huvud- 
stadens elkraft levereras. 

Det fanns inga oberoende 
bekraftelser pa dessa uppgif- 
ter, och talibanema fSrneka- 
de att de skulle ha fSrlorat 




R«uter/DNcir«ftk 



mark under dagens strider. 
Icke desto mindre rapporte- 



ras talibanema i onsdags ha 
borjat samla ihop unga man 
och pojkar i mosk§ema , sade 
invinarei Kabul. 

TVangsroktyteringen till den 
islamiska milisen sattes 
igang sedan talibanerna sla- 
gits tiUbaka ever tre mil pa 
nordfronten. 

I norra Afghanistan bails 
ett omrade i Sster av krigs- 
berren Ahmed Shah Massoud 
medan nordvastra delen hails 
av den uzbekiske generalen 
Abdul Rashid Dostam. Dessa 
bada samt Karim Khalili, le- 
dare for den shiamuslimska 
alliansen Hezb-i-Wahdat, 
enades pa torsdagen om att 
bekampa talibanema. 

Resenarer som tagit sig till 
Kabul fran norra Afghanis- 



tan sade att de sett mangder 
av dOdade eller sarade tali- 
bankrigare foras bort fran 
stridsomradet kring Salang- 
tunneln och att talibanema 
f5r tillfallet atminstone tycks 
ha skrinlagt plsmerna pA att 
inta bergspasset, som.ar nyc- 
keln till kontroUen aver hu- 
vudvagen norrut fran Kabul. 

TaUbanemas r^r^ av- 
visade ett fBrslag trim FN- 
medlaren Norbert HoU om 
vapenvila och sade att den 
inte tanker biasa eldupphOr 
fon-an alia idjghaner har av- 
vSpnats. 

Uppgifler pa torsdagen om 
att FN skiiUe evakuera all 
utiandsk personal trkn Kabul 
dementerades senare under 
dagen av FN:s flyktingkom- 
missariat i Geneve. 



Talibanerna under hart 
tryck - for ia forstarkniiigar 



KABUL (TT-REUTER) 
Den afghanska talibanmiilsen 
utsattes pa fredagen for haftig 
beskjutning fran den avsatta 
regeringens arm^ och rappor- 
terades fora In fdrstarkningar 
till stridsomradet fran sitt hog- 
kvarter I sodra Afjghanlstan. 
Strtder forekom sa nara hu- 
vudstaden Kabul att en stor 
del av de utlandska hjalparbe- 
tama fordes i sakerhet. 

Den stbrsta militara flygbasen i 
Kabulomridet, Bagram som lig- 
ger fern mil norr om staden, be- 
skbts av den forra regeringsar- 
men. Minst sex granater slogen- 
ligt ogonvittnen ned bland de 
gamla militarplan som taliba- 
nerna bar stationerade pi ba- 
sen. 

Aven p4 tvi andra platser 
strax norr om Kabul blev taliba- 
nerna anfallna, av allt att doma 
av lokala grupper som togtill va- 
pen mot den islamistiska mili- 
sen pi uppmaning av forre for- 
svarsministem Ahmed Sbah 



Massoud. 

Massoud, som skap>ade sig ett 
namn som begivad strateg un- 
der kriget mot Sovjetunionen, 
bar nu itergitt till de militara 
metoder som blev si &amgings- 
rika di. Talibanemas fbrs5k att 
inta Massouds starka faste, 
Pai^jshirdalen norr om Kabul, 
blev en svir motgiaig for de nya 
makthavama. I mindags blev 
en stor talibanenhet avskuren 
av Massouds soldater ocb tillfo- 
gades svira forluster. Resten av 
talibanstyrkan tvingades di 
vanda uppmarksamheten frin 
Panjshirdalen och blev sedan 
angripna bakifrin. 

"Propaganda" 

Pi fi-edagen rapporterades en- 
ligt AFP anfall mot talibanerna 
bide norr ocb oster om Kabul 
ocb huvudvagen norrut skars av 
bara drygt tre mil frin huvud- 
staden.£ntalibankommendant 
vid en vagsparr norr om Kabul 
sade att angripama var an- 
bangare av den forra regimen 
som tillitits bebilla sina vapen 



men att man nu awapnat dem. 

En talesman for talibanemas 
provisoriska regering demente- 
rade ocksi uppgiftema om att 
den fundamentalistiska milisen 
sk\ille ha foriorat terrang norr 
om Kabul. 

R^ringstalesmannen avfar- 
dade uppgiftema som 'taliban- 
fientlig propaganda". A andra 
sidan vagrar talibanerna att 
slappa fram utlandska jouma- 
lister tiU stridsomridet 

Den avsatte presidenten Bur- 
hanuddin Rabbani ocb bans be- 
falhavare Massoud, den uzbe- 
kiske milisgeneralen Abdul 
Rasbid Dostam - vars styrkor 
kontrollerar nordvastra delen 
av landet - samt den shiamus- 
limske ledaren Karim Khalili 
bildade i torsdags en allians mot 
talibanerna. Representanter for 
dessa grupperingar traJEfades pi 
fredagen i Mazar-i-Sharif i norr 
for att diskutera bur sam^en- 
det skall ske i praktiken. Aven 
andra vapnade grupper deltog i 
motet, rapporterades det. 



Talibanerna bar erbjudit mot- 
stindama fredsforhandlingar 
men kraver att de forst lagger 
nedvapnen. 

Flera intemationeUa bi- 
stindsorganisationer lat pi fre- 
dagen flyga ut saznmanlagt 37 
utlandska anstallda dll Pakis- 
tan. Organisationemabedomde 
interiskenforettanfellmot Ka- 
bul som omedelbart forestiende 
men ville xmdvika att det blir 
trangsel pi planen om det lite 
senare blir nodvandigt med 
massevakuering. 

Onaturiigtlugn 

I Kabul ridde pi fredagen ett 
onaturiigtlugn. Visa averfaren- 
betema frin forra fredagen, di 
talibansoldater med vild tving- 
ade folk att delta i bonestunden 
i stadens mosk6er, bade en stor 
del av stadsboma beslutat att 
billa sig inomhus. Gatoma lag 
nagtan ode och i den stora Pul-i- 
Khesthi-mosken i basaromri- 
det deltog bara nigot tusental 
personer i bonen, mot 3 000 for- 
ra veckan. 



Talibanernas overgrepp f ortigs 

UD efteriyser reaktioner frin musUmska ledare i Sverige och utiandet 



Talibaner bombar 
byar vid Kabul 

Forsok stoppa regeringsoffensiv 



• Varfor ar del s^i tyst biand 
varldens - och Sveriges - mus- 
limska ledare nar det galler tali- 
banemas overgrepp mot de 
manskliga rattigheiema? 

Ambassador Lars Lonnback, 
ansvarig for UD:s islamprojekt, 
efteriyser rakryggade uttalan- 
den frin islamiska ledare. 

- Det saknas kraftfulla utta- 
landen frin flertalet av de mus- 
Umska ledama i varlden mot ta- 
libanemas overgrepp mot de 
manskliga rattighetema, sager 
Lars LSnnback, som hor till 
UD:s id6- och analysgmpp. 

Islamprojektet, som ban ar- 
betar med, initierades av rege- 
ringen fSrra iret i syfte att fore- 
bygga konflikter mellan kultu- 
rer och religioner. Satsningen 
bar blivit en svensk prof ilf riga i 
EU och fungerar dessutom som 
draghjalp i Sveriges ansirang- 
ningar att fi en plats i saker- 
hetsridet. 

Kritiserar svensk tystnad 

Ambassaddr Lars Lonnbacks 
kritik riktar sig aven mot den, 
enligt honom. hittillsvarande 
tystnaden frin muslimska leda- 
re i Sverige. 

- Om de vUI bekampa mot- 
stindet islam i Sverige si skuUe 
de gora klokt i att gora en var- 
dering av talibanerna. sager han. 

Han talar mot bakgnind av 
medierapporter frin Afgbani- 
stanshuvudstadKabul.somvitt- 



nar om hur talibanerna krankt 
manskliga rattigheter, forbjudit 
kvirmor. aven ensamforsorjare, 
frin att arbeta och utfort sum- 
mariska avrattningar av sina 
raotstindare. Enligt rapporte- 
ringen bar de ocksi tvingat man- 
niskor som befinner sig pi ga- 
toma under bonetid att infinna 
sig i moskeema - en politik som 
ligger milsvitt frin det ofta cite- 
rade islamiska pibudet att det 
inte finns nagot tving i religio- 
nen. 

Motreaktioner krdvs 

Talibanemas framfart uppfat- 
tas av minga ickemuslimer som 
en bekraf telse pi vad islam - och 
di i synnerhet politisk islam - 
stir for. Situationen kraver mot- 
reaktioner, manar Lars Lonn- 
back. 

.Abd al-Haqq, svensk konver- 
tit till islam, ar ordforande i pa- 
raplyorganisationen Islamiska 
ridet i Sverige ocb imam i Es- 
kilsoma. R&relsen organiserar 
runt 50 000-60 000 personer. 
Vad 2r ditt srar pi iuitiken om 
att de musUmska ledama i Sve- 
rige ar si tysta om taiibanema? 

- Jag miste svara undvikan- 
de. Vir policy ar att inte blanda 
OSS i nigra muslimska linders 
politik. Taiibanema har ingen 
verksamhet i Sverige. Vi vet in- 
te vilka de ar, vilka som spons- 
rar dem. Nyhetsf lodet ar ju alar- 
merande. men det ar det ju all- 



tid. Vi vet inte ens vad de gor. 
D^ ar del nastan omojligt for mig 
som ledare for ett trossamfund 
att uttala mig om dem. sager 
imam Abd al-Haqq Kielan. 
Men i sin maktutovning anvan- 
der sig ju taiibanema av reli- 
gionen som ett argument? 

- Det verkar si. 

I rapporter frin Kabul bar det 
berattats om hur exempelvis en 
kirarg inte fick ga till sitt arbe- 
te och utfora nod^andiga ope- 
rationer for att hon ar kvinna. 
Hur reagerar du pi det, om ta- 
libanerna havdar att de har $t5d 
f5r detta i religionen? 

- Men samtidigt vet vi ju inte 
om det verkligen var si. Om vi 
visste att det var massor av fall... 

Olika rapporter 

Men nu flnns det ju sa manga 
olika rapporter, dels frin FN, 
dels frin medler. Hur ser da pi 
dennatolkningavislam,renthy- 
potetiskt? 

- Vi i Islamiska ridet, som ir 
rena sunnimuslimer, ar inte alls 
emot att kvinnliga lakare skall 
arbeta. Enligt profetens sunna 
iligger det for bide man och 
kvinnor att skaf fa sig kunskaper 
pi samma satt. Enligt vir upp- 
fattning ar det klart och tydiigt 
att kviimor har tillitelse att ar- 
beta. Islam stir for generositet 
och adelmod och tolerans, sager 
imamen. 

Di kan det forefalla som en 



gita varfor du inte tar stiiUning 
i de religiosa fragorna som zai- 
ler taiibanema. 

- Det ar for att jag inte vet ni- 
got om dem. Jag vet inte om ta- 
libanerna ar som de framstaBs. 
Det enda jag kan saga ar att vi 
pi Islamiska ridet tar avstasd 
frin alia y ttringar av politisk is- 
lam, men att vi inte vet hur ta- 
libanerna ar annu. Men del ar 
inget inom islam som strider 
mot alt kvinnan skulle arbeta 
och gor hon del har hon dess- 
utom rati till sina egna inkotc- 
ster. 

Ingen religids auktoritet 

Mahmoud Aldcbe ir ordforan- 
de i Sveriges muslimska rid. 
SMR, en paraplyorganisation 
for runt hundra muslimska fcr- 
samlingar. mest sunnimuslim- 
ska. Enligt Aldebe har inte taii- 
banema nigon religios auktori- 
tet att tala om. 

- Vi ser taiibanema som en 
politisk rSrelse, inte som en re- 
ligios. Att stoppa kvinnor har in- 
te med islam att gora. Tvartom. 
vi uppmanar flicker att gi i sko- 
lan och utbilda sig. 

Mahmoud Aldebe komroen- 
lerar kritiken mot att muslimska 
ledare i Sverige skulle vara si 
tysta om taiibanema: 

- Ingen bar frigar oss om det 
tidigare. 

BnTEHAMMARfflEN 




KABUL (AP. n-Reuter) 
•Talibanskt stridsflyg bomba- 
de pi onsdagen flera byar norr 
Kabul i ett forsok att hindra de 
afghanska regeringsstyrkornas 
framryckning. 

Talibanerna fick ultimatum 
att utrymma den afghanska hu- 
vudstaden, men detta awisades 
kraftigt av talibanregimens in- 
formations- och kulturminister 
Amir Kahn Mutaqqi. 

Samtidigt hette det att taliba- 
nerna hade skickat sandebud till 
krigsherren Abdul Rashid Dos- 
tam och att Iran uppmanade till 
fredssamtal. 

Den fbrvarrade konflikten i 
Afghanistan oroar alltmer gran- 
nama Iran och Pakistan samt de 
fbre detta sovjetrepublikema i 
Centralasien. De befarar att kri- 
get i islams nanm kan spridas 
over gransema och in i deras 
lander. 

Nio dddade vid anfall 

Nio manniskor uppgavs ha do- 
dats i anfallen mot Jabal-us- 
Saraj j, en av de stider som ny- 
ligen itererovrades av styricor 
lojala mot den forre forsvarsmi- 
nistem Ahmed Shah Massoud. 
Taiibanema havdar att de bara 
angripit militara mil. 

-Det fanns inga civila dar, 
sade talibanemas informations- 
minister Amir Khan Muttaqim. 
som ocksi bekriftade att 5000 
talibanska soldater anlint frin 
sodra Afghanistan for att for- 
starka den talibanska armen 
norr om Kabul. 

Den strangt religiosa arm^n 
har lidit stora forluster under 



striderna med Massouds styrkor 
langs Salangvigen och i Pansjir- 
dalen. 

De senaste dagama har Mass- 
ouds soldater slagit till mot iso- 
lerade grupper talibaner som 
finns langs vigen frin Kabul 
norruL 

- Vigen nonrut ar uppsplitt- 
rad. De olika partema kontrol- 
lerar skilda avsnitt, sade en FN- 
tjansteman. 

Forbereder mote 

Samtidigt som striderna rasar 
mellan taiibanema och Mass- 
ouds styrkor forberedde sig den 
tredje kraften, general Rasjid 
Do^am, for ett mote med 
fSretradare fdr taiibanema i 
Mazar-e-Sharif. Dostams hog- 
kvarter i norra Afghanistan. 

Dostam. som redan ingitt en 
allians med regeringsarmen och 
den flyende president Burha- 
nuddin Rabbani. har trots detta 
fortsatt att vidja till taiibanema 
om fSrhandlingar och sokt bil- 
la sin egen uzbekiska milis utan- 
for striderna. 

Allt fler kabulbor fruktar at: 
stridema iterigen skall drabba 
huvudstaden och flyr redan nu. 
Pi onsdagen var busstationen : 
sodra delen av staden full med 
manniskor som f orsokte komma 
ivag tiU Jalalabad i ostra 
Afghanistan eller till Pakistan. 

Ahmed Farid, student vid 
tdcniska hdgskolan. reste efter- 
som han fruktade att bli tvings- 
kcxxmienderad till taHbanarm^n 
inom kort 

- Jag skall forsoka ta mig till 
Pakistan. 



Strider utanf or Kabul 
trots fredsf orhandling 

QARABA6H fTT-Rauttr) Samtidigt som Massoud sade 
• De nya allierade afghanska delta, och samtidigt som for- 
styrkoma under forre fbrsvars- 
ministern Ahmed Shah Mas- 
soud och uzbekgeneralen Abdul 
Rashid Dostam uppgav pd fre- 
dagskvailen att de gemensami 
intagit flygbasen Bagram nigra 
mil norr om huvudstaden Kabul. 
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En talesman vid Massouds 
hogkvarter sade att blandade 
Massoud/Dostamfdrband hade 
anfallit Bagram fiin tvi hill och. 
drivit talibamnilisen pi retritt 
motKaboL 

Det var den fdrsta gemeo- 
samma insatsen av Massoods 
och Dostams styricor sedan de 
fdr en tid sedan ingick en allians 
mot talibanema. I torsdags, just 
medan talibanema antydde att 



handlingar om ett slut pi stri- 
dema fortsatte uppe i Mazar-i- 
Sharif i norr, utkimpades hirda 
artilleridueller i ett omride 
kring staden Charikar nigra mil 
norr om Kabul. Joumalistema 
vid fronten noterade att den 
bortdrivna regeringens trupper 
gravde nya skyttegravar soder 



Afghaner manas f orhandla 

Granniander vill se koalitionsregering • Bakslag for talibaner 



TASJKENT fTT-AFP) 
• Uzbekistans president Islam 
Karimov och hans gSstande 
pakistanske koUega Farooq 



om Charikar i uppenbar for- Leghari uppmanade pi Ifirda- 



beredelse fdr nya strider. 

Tkisentais pi llylct 

Enligt den talibankontroUerade 
Kabuliadion och oberoende 



gen de stridande partema i Af- 
ghanistan att inleda fredssam- 
tal. 

Bara en bred koalitionsrege- 
ring med deltagande av alia vik- 



iaktt^are hade talibanema de tiga politiska och etniska grup- 
senastedagamapressatdenfor- per kan istadkomma fred 



ra regeringens styrkor tillbaka 
norrut flera kilometer sedan 



de genom f5rhandlingar var pi mitten av veckan. Pi fredagen 
vSg att shita fred med Dostam, drevs de iter sjilva tillbaka mot 



stlilde denne ttotals stiidsvag- 
nar odi imndratals soldater till 
Massouds fOrfogande vid fron- 
ten. Han erkinde ocksi den 
bortdrivna regeringen som 
Afghanistans lagliga h^skare. 

Nytt utttmatum 

Massoud gav tidigaie pi fre- 
dagen annu en ging talibanema 
ultimatum att limna Kabul. Han 
fCreslog att FN tar militir kon- 
troll Over staden si att det bUr 
mdjligt att inleda fOrhandlingar 
om en bred regering. 



huvudstaden. Stridema norr om 
Kabul har drivit tusentals civila 



Afghanistan, sade de bida stats- 
chefema pi en presskonferens i 
Uzbekistans huvudstad Tasj- 
kent. 

Karimov sade att en regering 
dar bara en av partema, oavsett 



pifljicLHundratalsharfitttill- viiken, ar foretridd aldrig kan 
failig inkvartering i staden Pul- skapa stabilitet i Afghanistan. 
i-KhumrinorromSalangpasset, Han fdreslog attPNoch Islamis- 
menutlandskahjilporganisatio- ka konferensen tar initiativ till 
ner som forsoker ta hand om en fredskonferens for alia reli- 
fiyktingaraatrorsigbarahakon- gidsa och etniska gmpper. 
takt med en mindre del av de Uzbekistan och Pakistan an- 



hemlfisa. 



ses vaniigtvis stodja var sin part 



i den afghanska konf likten. Den 
uzbekiska ledningen har nara 
samarbete med den avfghanske 
generalen Abdul Rashid Do- 
stam, som ir av uzbekisk bdrd, 
och Pakistan st5djer de islamis- 
tiska talibanema, en rdrelse som 
uppstitt pi pakistansk mark 
och som Pakistan trots sina f 5r- 
nekanden fSrmodas finansiera. 

Intenshr diplomati 

Pakistan har inlett en inten- 
siv diplomatisk verksamhet for 
att fi det afghanska kriget av- 
blist i ett lage nSr den egna pro- 
teg^n, talibangerillan, annu 
kontroUerar huvudstaden Kabul 
och tvi tredjedelar av landeL 

Uzbekgeneralen Dostam har 
nu anslutit sina styrkor till den 
tadzjikiske kommendanten 
.\hmed Shah Massoud, som ir 
militar ledare for den fSrdrivna 
regeringen. I fredags intog de 
gemensamt den viktiga flygba- 



sen Bagram nigra mil norr om 
Kabul och drev talibanema fle- 
ra kilometer sOderutmot huvud- 
staden. 

Dostams avsikter 

Politiska bed6mare i Afgha- 
nistan ir inte helt klara dver 
Dostams avsikter. Han har ald- 
rig tidigare helhjirtat slutit upp 
pi nigondera sidan i konflikten 
och formodas framstsli vakt om 
fortsatt kontroll 6ver de sex pro- 
vinser i norr som i dag i prakti- 
ken ar en sjilvstandig stat under 
hans iedning. Att han nu gor 
gemensam sak med Massoud 
skulle kunna vara ett sitt att hil- 
la talibanema pi betryggande 
avstind och samtidigt ett fdrsok 
att fBrsakra sig om en viktig post 
i en framtida regering. 

De centralasiatiska fore del- 
ta sovietrepublikeraa ir ocksi 
mycket mana om ett snabbt slut 
pi kriget. Talibanemas intig i 



Kabul den 27 September vackte 
farhigor i de norra grannlSnder- 
na fdr att en extrem islamistisk 
linje skulle kunna spridas fiver 
gransema och ge niring it en 
fundamentalistisk opposition i 
Centralasien. 

Efter att ha intagit Bagram 
sent i fredags erOvrade Do- 
stam/Massoud-styrkoma mitt i 
natten samhillet Qarabagh. 
Talibanema sades ha utrymt sta- 
den utan strid och rapportera- 
des forbereda en ny fSrsvarslin- 
je en mil s6der om Qarabagh. 45 
minuters bilresa norr om Kabul. 
Av allt att doma skedde liknan- 
de ffirsvarsfdrberedelser sdder 
om Bagram vid en parallell vig 
mot huvudstaden, men det om- 
ridet var pi Ifirdagsmorgonen 
utsatt fdr si kraftig beskjutning 
att det var omojligt fdr jouma- 
listema att sjalva bilda sig er. 
uppfattning om laget, skrev ny- 
hetsbyrin Reuters utsande. 



Kriget ater pa vag drabba Kabul 

Talibanerna forstarker fronten i norr • Erbjudande om vapenvila via Paiustan 



KABUL (TT-AFP) 
• Invinaraa i Afghanistans 
sdnderskjutna huvudstad Kabul 
r\cktes pi sondagen fi bereda 
sig pi ett nytt slag om staden. 
Den bortdrivna regeringens 
arme uppgavs sti mindre an tvi 
mil utanfor Kabul och sk6t 
raketer mot flygplatsen. Sam- 
tidigt fdreslog irfjekgeneralen 
.Abdul Rashid Dostam vapen- 
vila "pi alia fronter" frin min- 
dagsmiddagen. 

Enligt talibanemas vice utri- 
kesminister Abdul Jaiil hade 
Dostam framfdrt sitt bud om 
vapenvila via Pakistans inri- 
kesminister Nasirullah Babar, 
som med skytteldiplomati fdr- 
sdker fi slut pi stridema. 



Fdrbud mot kvinnoarbete hindrar hjSlporganisationer. 

De svenska. brittiska och amerikanska avdelningama av Radda bar- 
nen uppmanar FN:s organisationer. bistindslander och frivilliga hjalp- 
organisationer att med gemensamma krafter f drsvara afghanska kvin- 
nors och bams rattigheter. De tre raddabamenfdreningama sade att 
de kommer att tvingas avbryta sidan verksamhet i Afghanistan som 
direkt piverkas av "de officiella restriktionema" fdr kvinnors artjete 
och flickors utbildning. Bland annat har amerikanska Radda bamen 
redan fitt stalla in den undervisning i vaksamhet mot landminor, som 
organisationen bedrivit i alia skotor i Kabul, eftersom 70 procent av 
larama var kvinnor. <tt-reuter> 



Tidigare pi dagen hade tali- 
banemas radiouppgivit att isla- 
mistmilisen fort in 800 tiU man 
som fdrstarkning infdr den van- 
tande sammandrabbningen. De 
sandas till f rontlinjen strax norr 



om staden. Fdrre fdrsvars- 
ministern Ahmed Shah Mas- 
soud, som leder regeringsstyr- 
kornas framryckning mot 
Kabul, besdkte fronten och upp- 
manade sina soldater att bereda 



sig pi srrid om talibanema mie 
frivilligt ger sig av. 

En reporter frin nyheisbNTa.n 
.A.FP sade an styrkor -Linder- 
siallda general Dostam aNance- 
rade mot huvudstaden sira.x ba k - 
om Massouds linjer. En annnan 
nyhetsbyri. Renter, rapportera- 
de emellertid att Dostams tmp- 
per narmar sig Kabul langs en 
parallell vag. Dostam har ingitt 
en fdrsvarsallians med Massoud 
och den shiamuslimska n::i:sens 
ledare Karim Khalili och sades 
i fredags ha deliagil i stride: mo: 
talibanema pa Massoucs sida. 
Detta fdrnekar dock Dostams 
talesman, och den uzbekiske 
krigsherren haller aimu ddrren 
pi giant till en fredsuppgcrelse . 



Annu ingen vapen^a 

Haftiga stider blossacje upp igen i Afghanistan 

^^^^ ^ '■'^'^^^ ^y^^ •'^.^^^ 



TOKYO 

• Forhoppningama om va- 
penvila i Afgaoistan har gm- 
sats och haftiga strider rasa- 
de pi mindagseftermidda- 
gen iterigen vid fronten 20- 
30 km norr om huvudstaden 
Kabul. 

- Bida parter stallde vill- 
kor som visade sig oforenli- 
ga, sa pakistanske inrikesmi- 
nistem Nasnillah Babar som 
den senaste veckan pendlat 
mellan Kabul, Mazar-i-Sha- 
rif odh Kandahar i forsok att 
undvika ett militart sl^ om 
Kabul. 

Laget dystert 

Varken han eller general 
Rashid Dostam, ledare for 
den tredje parten, uzbek-mi- 
lisen, ville gi med pi att for- 
handlingama kort helt ^t 
men medgav att laget var 
"dystert". 

Den enda liUa strimman 
av hopp ar att talibanema 



for forsta gingen under sitt 
tvi ir linga och segerrika 
fiilttig har antytt en vilja att 
kompromissa. 

De var dock inte villiga att 
betala det pris - samtal om 
en evakuering och avmilita- 
risering av Kabul - som 
krigsherren Massoud och 
den stdrtade Rabbani-rege- 
ringen kravde. 

Deras eget bud - omedel- 
bart nedlaggande av vapnen 
odi utvaxling av krigsfingar 
- var heller inte tiUrackligt 
for Massoud som pistir sig 
vilja gora huvudstaden till 
en neutral och avnulitarise- 
rad zon for alia af ganer obe- 
roende av etnisk och polidsk 
tillhorigheL 

Forsiktigsciuickspclare 

General Dostam, som for tio 
dagar sedan ingick en mili- 
tarpakt med Massoud och 
som stir med stora tmpper, 
tanks och tungt artilleri nara 



frontlinjen, agerar likt en 
forsiktig schackspelare och 
har hittills undvikit att gi in 
militart. 

Exakt vad alliansen ar 
vard vet ingen eftersom han 
bjrtt sida tre ginger de senas- 
te fern iren och sedan lange 
ogillar Massoud som han 
1994 krigade mot 

Det ar enbart talibanemas 
falttig som drivit de tvi i 
famnen pi varandra men ga- 
rantier och bistind fric t ex 
Pakistan tros kunna andra 
pi det. 

Medlamas misslyckande 
kan leda till att Massoud nu 
pi egen hand forsoker att er- 
dvra Kabul trots att det finns 
en halv miljon civila dar vars 
iiv och sakerhet han pistir 
sig respektera och varaa om. 

Talibanema bombade pi 
mindagseftermiddagen hans 
hogkvarter i staden Jabal- 
us-Siraj och frontlinjen sam- 
tidisit som man med tanks 



och inf anted forsokte sli hil 
pi offensiven. 

FN-medbren Norbert 
Hon, som imder dagen an- 
lande till Kabul, vantas gdra 
nya forsok att dvertaia tali- 
banema till en vapenvila. 

FN bidnu- koappast 

Forslaget om en avmiiitari- 
sering av staden ar dock foga 
realistiskt eftersom det 
knappast ir trofigt att nigon 
av FN-.S medlemsstater bi- 
drar med fredsbevarande 
styrkor. 

Norbert Holl nojde sig vid 
mindagens samtal att for- 
klara for talibanema vikten 
av att respektera de manskli- 
ga rattighetcma och vad FN- 
stadgan sager om diskrimi- 
neringen av kvinnr. 

- FN-stadgan ar lika bin- 
dande for mig som den heli- 
ga koranen for er, sa han. 
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del i spelet 

Regionalpolitik. MSnga intressen 
bakom afghanskt drama. 




Analys ^ / 

Mats Lundeg^rd 

ON:s korrespondent 

KABUL. De islamistiska taliba- 
nernas inmarsch i den 
afghanska huvudstaden fOr 
drygt en minad sedan var 
kulmen pd en ISngvarig ut- 
veckling. Det som s4g ut som 
en enkel inrikespolitisk hSn- 
delseutveckling emellertid 
ocksi nigot annat. Talibaner- 
na - och alia andra aktorer i 
det afghanska dramat - spe- 
lar i ett stdrre regionalpoli- 
tiskt spel, dar bland mAnga 
andra ocksi USA och Ryss- 
land finns med i kulisserna. 

Talibanerna beharskar ef- 
ter inmarschen i Kabul mer 
an tre fjardedelar av Afgha- 
nistan. Deras infiltration i de 
s6dra och vSstra delarna av 
landet har skett under en 
tvaSrsperiod. Deras fram- 
gingar har varit hapnads- 
vackande men mSjligen har 
det mer an nigot annat berott 
pa att deras motstindare hela 
tiden varit hopplbst splittra- 
de. 

Talibanerna, de allra ftesta 
tillhbrande den etniska grup- 
pen pashtuner, har dSr de 
dragit fram omgiende infort 
sin h&rda reglm med obftn- 
h6rlig Islamism. Deras ambi- 
tion ar att i Afghanistan byg- 
ga ett islamiskt samhaile dar 
koranlagama ar det yttersta 
rattesnbret. Det betyder en 
samhallsordning av absolut 
bokstavstro och formalia som 
med sina restriktioner for 
privatlivet drabbar framfbr 
allt de utbildade klassema. 
Sarskilt kvinnor som vant sig 
vid vasterlandska livsbeting- 
elser har drabbats hart. 

Tallbanrdrelsen uppstod i 
borjan av 90-talet i koransko- 
lorna i de afghanska flykting- 
lagren 1 Pakistan. Den hade 
fran borjan stbd framfbr allt 
av den pakistanska saker- 
hetstjansten som redan fSrut 
stottat de frihetskampar som 
pa sin tid sandes in i Afgha- 
nistan for att bekampa de 
sovjetiska trupper som ocku- 
perade landet 1979 - 1989. 

Pakistan har vitala intres- 
sen i Afghanistan. Det hand- 
lar om att bygga ut nord- 
sydliga handelsvagar och pa 
sikt oljeledningar fran de cen- 
Iralasiatiska Sovjetrepubli- 
kerna. som sedan 1990 lever 
sina sjaivstandiga liv. 

En hel del av de pengar som 
pakistanerna delade ut till 
Mujahedin - och sedermera 
talibanerna - har kommit 
frdn USA och Saudiarabien. 
USA har haft olika bevekel- 
segrunder under olika perio- 
der. I bbrjan, nar pengarna 
gick till Mujahedin. handlade 
det om att stbdja en mot- 
standsrdrelse mot Sovjet. Pa 
senare ar har amerikanerna i 
stallet velat alienera och iso- 
lera Iran, Afghanistans gran- 
ne i vaster. For saudierna har 
hela tiden gailt ett och samma 
motiv: att bygga ett islamis- 
tiskt samhaile i Afghanistan. 

Tnllbnnorna hnr dosHUtom 
stiid av bade pakistanska och 
afghanska handelsman som i 
takt med den heliga g(;rillans 
ivilc t<i\('i-t.'>Mn(1i' "^I'tf ^to?-,i 



delar av landet stabiliseras; 
det ar mycket enklare att 
sk6ta transporter och afSrer 
i av talibanerna beharskade 
landsdelar. 

Mot talibanerna star i dag 
dels den regering som for- 
drevs fran Kabul, dels ocksa 
den uzbekiske krigsherren 
general Abdul Rashid Dostam 
som i manga ar beharskat sex 
provinser i landets norra och 
nordvastliga delar. 

Den gamla regeringens fbr- 
svarsminister Ahmed Shah 
Massoud ar en man som pa 
sin tid vann stora lagrar for 
sitt motstand mot de sovje- 
tiska ockupanterna. Han har 
sin hemvist i Pansjirdalen 
nordbst om Kabul och det ar 
harifran han pa sistone diri- 
gerat sina attacker mot tali- 
banernas front norr om Ka- 
bul. 

Massoud har sannolikt stod 
fran bade Ryssland och Iran, 
for bade i Moskva och Tehe- 
ran ar man djupt orolig for 
talibanernas framfart. Rys- 
sama oroar sig for att taliba- 
nernas aggressiva islamism 
ska sprida sig upp i de gamla 
centralasiatiska republiker- 
na och vidare in i sjaiva 
Ryssland. I Iran ar man radd 
for att de sunnimuslimska 
talibanerna ska bbrja fbrfolja 
den stora shlitiska minoritet 
som finns i centrala Afgha- 
nistan och i trakterna kring 
staden Herat i vaster. Iran, 
shiismens stamort pa jorden. 
har bjudit-fristad at fbrre 
guvembren i provinsen He- 
rat, Ismail Khan, och det ar 
mbjligt att man vid behov kan 
vilja uppmuntra denne till att 
ingripa militart mot taliba- 
nerna. 

General Dostam borjade for 
tva veckor sedan skicka sol- 
dater och pansar till fronton 
vid Kabul men det ar oklart i 
vilken omfattning bans styr- 
kor faktiskt satts in i strid. 
Dostam,' som var militar re- 
dan i den arme som byggdes 
upp under den sovjetiska 
ockupationen, ar solitt seku- 
lariserad och avgjort inte 
lockad av att medverka till att 
bygga upp ett islamiskt Af- 
ghanistan. 

Men om han for den skull 
faktiskt ar beredd att ga i 
militar allians med Massoud 
ar oklart. De bada mannen 
sags vara personliga fiender 
och i den man de ar ideologer 
ar de absolut vasensskilda. 
En sak har de dock gemen- 
sam, bada ar etniskt skilj- 
aktiga fran de pashlunska ta- 
libanerna. Massoud ar tadz- 
jik och Dostam uzbek. 

Det som hande i Kabul for 
en manad sedan var i sig 
slutet pa. en utveckling som 
sett talibanerna ta over mer- 
parten av Afghanistan. Men 
historien ar sannolikt inte 
slut med detta. Motsattning- 
arna mellan parterna i Afgha- 
nistan och deras beskyddarc 
och tillskyndare runt om i 
regionen och langre bort fort- 
satter att vara explosiva. 

Internettlps: 
http://frankensteln. 
worldweb.net/afghan/ 
http://www.afgnews.gneL 

com/ 




Mullah HMiatmmi Vnum mtga tallbansoldater kommer 



BfMn fattlgdom och misar. Bara nigra fi tallbanerhar utbMnlngutoverdMiomde m I koranskoloma. 



- Allah har valsignat vart krig 

Talibanemas ancmyme ledare dyrkas av sma anhangare nastan som en profet 



TOKYO 

• Det finns troligen inga bilder 
p& honom och han har bara - 
motvilligt - gett en enda intervju. 

Han plstSs ddlja sitt ansikte 
med en tjock halsduk nSr han i 
sSIlsynta faU m6ter nSgon utlan- 
ning far att inte 15ta "napek na- 
zar", ett oheligt Ogonkast, frSn 
en otrogen falla over sitt ansikte. 

Han bctraktar allt icke is- 
iamsktsofflUiutenniligt. 

Han har faterat sitt ena 6ga i 
strid och miftga pdst^ att han 
oduS blivit av m«d ett ben i en 
landnwieesqTloskm ddi m an- 
vandersigavtrSben. 

Talibanemas ledare, i da^ Af- 
ghanistans harskare, ar en man 
som varlden inte vet mycket om. 
Han saknar b<*sta«digt m- 
sikte. 

Mullah Mohammad Umar, 36, 
undviker uppmarksamhet men 
dyrkas av sina anhangare nSstan 
som en profet. 



"Oppnade egen 
koranskola" 

Shouran - det beslutande ridet - 
i Kandahar pSstSs ocksS i vintras 
hauUiSmnt honom till "Amir-ul- 
iiK»ninin", flverhuvud f5r vSrl- 
dens muslimer. En motsvarighet 
till aiatoUa Khomeiny som vill 
exportera sin revolution? 

Regimema i Moskva och de 
centfaiaiiatiska repubHtean* 
fruklardetvarsta. 

MuUah Umar beskrivs av ta- 
lesman far talibanema som en 
enkel och rSttfram person, en 
person som heist hSller sig i bak- 
grundcn och liter andra tala. 
Han sags ha ett speciellt sinne fSr 
humor, blandar sig gama med 
folk, men iir ofta oforsiktig nSr 
det gallcr sin sakcrhct. 

- Han ar en familjcman, har 



bara en fru och en son som ar 20 
iroch taliban-krigare, sSger en 
anhangare. 

Han har vuxit upp pS en ko- 
rzmskola och gick darifrSn in i 
mujahedin for jihad, det heliga 
kriget, mot sovjetiska R5da ar- 
m6n. Nar inkraktama drog sig 
tillbaka 1989 blev han "ustad", 
larare, och oppnade en egen ko- 
ranskola i Kandahar i sodra Af- 
ghanistan. 

N5r maktkampen mellan de 
cgka mujahedin-fraktionema 
1992 utloste inbSrdeskrig som la- 
de Kabul i miner, tappade Umar 
allt fdrtroende fOr dem. Drop- 
pen koifl d4 befalhavare i hem- 
%gdenlidnappade och vMdtog 
nigra flidcor. 

Mullah Umar kallade 30-talet 
"talibs" - religjttsa studenter som 
han sjalv - till mfite i sin by i Me- 
wand och bildade talibanema pS 
en for alia afghaner historisk 
mark: Har hade brittiska arm6n 
krossats och bar hade Malalai, 
en ung kvinna, heroiskt stridit 
vid sidan av mannen. 

Beslutet togs i Umars lilla hus 
av lera. Resningen som fSIjde 

var likt ett idaj^^exev^ 



en manristisk revolution Sven 
om den drevs av islamsk fana- 
tism. 

Talibanemas urspmng ar fat- 
tigdom och misar. Familjer som 
Sander sina sdner till koranskolor 
gdr det sallan av evertygelse 
utan f 6r att de kan f& mat, kiader 
och logi utan kostnad. MSnga Sr 
ocksS foraldralosa, overgivna, 
forlorade eller oOnskade. 

- Tron starkte oss, sa Mullah 
Umar till en pakistansk journalist 
i mars 1995 dS man redan ««test 
en tredjedel av landet. 

Unga talibs vigade trots sin 
fattigdom s5ga ifrin om orattvi- 
soma och Mullah Umar blev 
folkhjalte nar han ingrep och av- 
iatt«te 1^ ^cteda b^Sttumi- 
re. 

"Vistdrpdde 
svagassida" 

Mujahedins fivergrepp banade 
vag f6r den fattiga studentrbrel- 
sen och entusiasmen pdminde 
om den 1980 di mujahedht 8se>- 
biliserad«*iaf«tta^ansuper- 
makten i nJHt. tdSate krigsherrar 
awapnades en efter en utan strid 
och den lilla skaran av krigare 
swMS^ id^ tiU en hel atm&. 



Om\arlden \adjar om fredssamtal 



TASJKENT/TT-AIT 

• Ua^kistans president Islam 
Karimov och hans pakistanske 
kollega Farooq Leghari uppma- 
nade pA 16rdagen de stridande 
partema i AfghaiftiftMi «t iiileda 
{r^dsamtai. 

en bred koalition med 
dcltagande av alia viktiga politis- 
ka och ctuisfca grapper kan 
its^koTma tfed, sade de bida 
statscheffirna l Uzhdctetais hu- 



vudstad Tasjkent. 

Karimov sade att en regering 
dar bara en av partema, oavsett 
vilken, ar foretradd aldrig kan 
skapa stabilitet i Afghanistan. 
Han foreslog att FN och Islamis- 
ka konferensen tar initiativ till 
en fredskonferens for alia religi- 
osa och etniska gmpper. 

Uzbekistan och Pakistan an- 
ses siedja var sin part i den af- 
' ghaiiska kohflikten. 



Ungdomar lamnade flyktingla 
grens koranskolor och desillu- 
sionerade mujahedin slot upp 
kring en ny vision a v islamsk ren- 
het. 

- Vi stir pS de svagas sida och 
kiigar mot muslimer som har 
gitt fel predikade Mullah 
Umar, Mujahedin ar komimpe- 
rade och oislamska och kan inte 
lOsa varken sina egna konflikter 
eller landets problem. Vi Sr gud- 
fruktiga och vir vMg leder till 
fred, valstind och stabiUtet... 

pa nigra veckor hosten 1994 
erovrade han hela sodem och ett 
halvJr senare stod han utanfdr 
Kabul med tanks, stridsvagnar, 
artilleri och 8 000 man. 

Genom att havda en hogre ni- 
vi av ideologi, religion och ratt- 
fardighet och framstS som en 
enad massrorelse skapade tali- 
banema en aura av mystik och 
oOvervinnerlighet som f&tt den 
krigstr5tta och lidande befolk- 
ningen att valkomna dem. 

En total kompromissloshet bi- 
drar till fmktan och underkastel- 
se. Nar talibanema med strids- 
fiyg tvingade ned elt ryskt plan 
med vapen till Kabul-regimen 
och tog be^ttningen pi sju man 
som fingar» lciS«M man som lo- 
ses fti^tef av80 000 afghaner 
som fe*svu«nit under kriget eller 
stannat kvar i divarande Sovjet- 
imionen. 

TUtal^tngen av islamsk lag - 
shariat - har skett utan hSnsyn till 
person odi med metoder som 
beskrivs i koranen: Anhftriga till 
mordoffer har sjalva fitt sticka 
kniven i mOrdarnas hjSrtan, tju- 
var har amputerats med kattyxOT, 
unga alskande har stenats till 
d&ds o s V. Kvinnor har fdrbjudits 
att arbeta utanfor hemmet, fiick- 
skolor har stangts och man har 
tvingats skaffa sig yviga skagg.' 
- Jag ar Overtygad om att v&n 



segertig inte kunnat ske utan 
Allahs valsignelse och vilja, sa 
Mullah Umar i deaoada intervju 

han gett. 

Ett Allahs mandat fOr kriget? 

Den stertade Rabbani-regi- 
men ser helt andra krafter bakom 
talibanema och anklagar gran- 
nen Pakistan fOr att inte bara ha 
skapat och finansierat dem utan 
ocksi ha forsett dem med en me- 
tafysisk ideolog}. 

Mi si vara att talibanema er- 
ttvrat st6rre delen av sin nu im- 
ponerande vapenarsenal, men 
en arm6 pi 25 000 man kostar 
aven har minst en miljon svenska 
kronor om dagen och vem stir 
for det? 

"Hans liv 
renasagan" 

Den indiska analytikem Aaba 
Dixit ifrigasatter t o m om inte 
Mullah Umars liv och insatser Sr 
rena sagan. Klart ar att den pa- 
kistanska underrattelsetjansten 
ISI och politikem Fazlur Rah- 
man i fundamentalistiska Jamait 
Ulema-i-Islami har mer an ett 
finger med i spelet. Men idag fo- 
refaller Mullah Umar vara sin 
egen man och myten kring ho- 
nom bara vaxer. Det senasle ar 
att han slagit en befalhavare i an- 
siktet f6r att han talat med fyra 
"kafirer", icke troende utland- 
ska joumalister av vilfca en var 
kvinna. 

l^dast fi talibaner har utbild- 
nii^ BliSwer den de fitt i koran- 
sfcolofd^manmestiarsigrabbla 
uti^l urte heliga boken. 

Under lifoBah Wwars tras- 
hanksarm6 ^r A^ghanfetanmot 
en oviss och tumtdtMtad frain? , 

tid. XH.i- 



Oe fiesta bamm pi hemmet iter sin mat iHMl hindema vid ett lin^bord med Madidlga vaxdukar pL En slev ris, en skvitt t>Snor med rod 

Kri^te storita foiiorare 



FOTO: ERICH STERINQ 



Afghanistan. Stank och lidande pS barnhem som hotasavi 



strike mgim. 



Av Mats LundegArd 

DN:s korrespondent. 

KABUL Det luktar snusk i de 
langa, mbrka korridorerna 
och alia barn verkar snoriga 
och hostiga. MSnga springer 
barfota i kylan. De Sr alia 
mycket smutsiga. 

Det statUga tm^mmet i 
den afghanska huvudstaden 
Kabul Sr en RJrfarlig institu- 
tion. 

- Vi lider brist pa allting, 
sager chefefl f6r det hela, Abu 
Muslim Mukthar. Vi ar alia 
oroliga for hur det ska bli i 
vinter. Och ett av de stora 
problemen ar att kvinnorna 
som arbetade bar fbrut inte 
Magre ftr gdm det. Taliba- 
nefnafBrt^udetdet. 

Han har 6ver Sttahundra- 
femtio barn att se till och 
virda. De aldsta ar i femton- 
SrsSldern, de yngsta bara 
nagra ir gamla. De ar alia 
fbraldralbsa, av kriget de 
varst drabbade. De bor i stora 
sovsalar med enkla s^gar 
och kndliga madrasser. Var 
och en har sina agodelar i en 
pl&tldda under sangen. Det 
finns inga leksaker, inga gla- 
da teckningar pd vaggarna, 
sp5r av personlig om vArdnad. 
De allra minsta sever middag 
nar vi ar dar. De ligger i Udor 
i rader, snaggade huvuden fBr 
ohyrans skull; det luktar 
frantavurin. 

Abu Muslim Mukthar har hit- 
tills klarat att driva hemmet 
med litet hjaip Mn utiandska 
bistSndsorganisationer. Men 
pA slkt vot han into hur dot 
ska gd. 

Han kan inte driva skolan 



som f&rut eftersom mqiortte- 
ten av liirama var kvlnnor. 

OcksA den ytterligt enkla 
sjukvSrd som han tidigare 
kunde erbjuda har Ktt stallas 
in. 

- Ora inte den nya regimen 
kommer i ordning och ger oss 
pengar kommer allt att gi om 
intet, sSger han. Vi kan inte 
klara oss sjSlva. Och om Inte 
kvinnorna fSr komma tillba- 
ka blir det fuUstandigt kaos 
har. Man kan inte ta hand om 
smdi barn. Vi kan inte heller 
ta hand om de aldre flickorna 
pd ratt salt. Dessutom skCttes 
all tvatt av kvinnorna hiir. Nu 
blir allt sadant eftersatt. 

Han har fyra kvinnor kvar pi 
institutionen. De trotsar alia 
talibanernas fbrbud mot att 
kvinnor ska arbeta. Nilgia 
bor pd hemmet, andra kom- 
mer och gSr varje morgon och 
kvaii. 

- Vi mdste, sager Diljan, en 
av dem. Vi kan inte overge 
barnen som vi fdtt att ta hand 
om. 

Hon ar en kvinna i fyrtio- 
irsSldern, sjaiv barnlOs och 
en gAng overgiven av sin ma- 
ke for den sakens skull. Hon 
har varit pi hemmet i elva dr. 
Hon arbetar med de allra 
minsta barnen. Sedan taliba- 
nerna kom till Kabul arbetar 
hon utan Ion. Hon upptrader 
obesl5jad och frimodig opksi 
infOr besOkarc utifrfin. 

Ar hon inte radd RJr den 
heliga gerillans vrede? 

- Jag fruktar bara Gud, sa- 
ger hon. En manniska kan 
barn tlil i>n Oi'li Jaw vol 
vad som ar riitt och for mig iir 
det ratt att la hand om dcssa 



Fakta/Afghants^ 

De islamisktfundamentalls- 
tlska talibanema erovrade 
Kabul i siutet av septemtier 
och beraknas nu kontrollera 
tre fjardedelaravMsha* 
nistan. 

Offensiven norrutfrdn 
huvudstaderi har dock stop- 
pats av de tidigare n^^ings- 
truppem^ som allie^t S^ 
med den uzbekiske general- 
en Abdul Rashid Dostam. 

Den tidigare regerings- 
armen anfors av den legen- 
dariske gerlllaledaren Ah- 
med Shah Massoud, som 
spelade en huvudroll nar de 



barn som inte kan dra fSrsorg 
om sigsjalva. 

Hon har trakasserats av 
talibanerna pd sin vag till 
barnhemmet men de har inte 
fy s iskt hindrat henne frto^ttt 
gSdit. 

- Fast jag vet kvianor som 
misshandlats av deiiK, sSg^'' 
hon. Jag har sett det kBv. De 
har slagit dem med sina va- 

pen. 

Vi gar till matbespisning- 
en. Det ar ett mbrkt och kao- 
tiskt larmande rum dar bar- 
nen sitter pS bankar vid ling- 
bord med kladdiga, gr6na 
vaxdukar. 

De £&r mat i en lucka i 
vaggcn, en slev ris i den 
buckliga alnminiumtallri- 
ken, en skvatt bbnor med rbd 
sSs och ett brSd. 

De allra fiesta ater med sina 
hdmli-r. Do f»|-olallor all.i 
glupska och alia har brittoni 
for tiden ar knappt tillmatt. 



sovjetiska trupper som 
ockuperade Afghanistan 
hren 1 979-t0ilrevs ut ur 
landeL 

De senaste veckorna har 
strider rasat strax norr om 
Kabul, men alliansen mot 
talibanerna har inte lyckats 
iota stadea Umtw Idrdagen 
bombades Kabulstlygplats 
tv4 ginger. 

Hittllls fruktlosa freds- 
forhandlingar under FN- 
ledning fors mellan repre- 
sentanter for general Dostam 
och talibanerna 1 Pakistans 
huvudstad Islamabad. 



Kon ute i korridoren tryckcr 

pa. 

Vi talar med Muhammed 
Baki. en tolvaring frdn pro- 
vinsen Badahsan, nordost om 
Kabul. 

- Jag ar har for att jag ar 
foraidralos, sager han. Min 
pappa dog i kriget mot ryssar- 
na. Jag bodde hos min mor- 
bror men till sist hade de inte 
mat nog. Det fanns inte heller 
ndgon skola dar. 

Han har inte traffat sin 
mamma pa tio mSnader och 
han vet inte om han nSgonsin 
ska kunna resa hem och halsa 
pS. 

— Det kostar pengar och dot 

har vi inte. 

Fast han har det bra, sager 
han. Han har fStt gi i skola 
och lara sig lasa och .skriva. 
Ndr han hllr .slor ,sk.i linii Mi 
duktor eller larare. 

- Fast om ni kan ta mig 



med till ett utland sa aker jag, 
sager han. Jag kan arbeta om 

det behovs. Jag Sr inte radd. 

Vi traffar en kvinna, Sima. 
Hon har kommit med sina Ivi 
minsta barn for att lamna 
dem ifrin sig till hemmet. 

- Jag har inte rid att ta 
hand om dem, sager hon. Jag 
ar anka. Min man dog i en 
raketattack 1994i Jag har sju 
barn ock mi har jag inget 
arbete. 

Hon sager att hon ar trettio 
ar men hon ser ut att vara i 
femtioarsaidern. Den minste 
pojken vander ut och in i 
hennes kjolar, snorig och 
snaggad. 

— \n hade allting en gang, 
sager hon. Vi agde ett hus. 
Min man arbetade pi ett bage- 
ri. Sedan kom kriget. Vart 
hus bombades forst och sedan 
kom frammande man och stal 
allting. Nu bor jag tillsam- 
mans med mina tva systrar 
och deras familjer. Vi ar tolv 
barn och fem vuxaa i tvA rum 
i ett hyreshus. Vi ar alia 
flyktingar dar och mycket fat- 
tiga. Tva av mina pojkar gar 
ute vid busstationen och sal- 
jer vatten. Sedan jag f'orlora- 
de mitt arbete nar talibaner- 
na kom ar det som pojkarna 
tjanar det enda jag kan bidra 
med till fOrsorjningen. 

Hon sager att om de inte 
fick livsmedel fran utiandska 
bistandsorganisationer skul- 
le de omOjligt klara sig. 

- Da skulle vi alia svalta. 

Intemettipi: 

http://lranksn*taln.worldwob. 
net/afghan 

http://www.atgnews.gnet.com 
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Hossein Kut. Man hinner 
knappt uppfatta handelse- 
fdiioppet. Forst smattrar 
det frin Massoudsidans 
luftvam. Sedan tvarbrom- 
sar taxin och den skrotfar- 
diga Volgan slirar mot di- ^ 
ket. Knappt har vi hunnit 
kasta OSS pi backen da det 
smaller till. Expiosionen ar 
dronbeddvande och fdljs 
av en enorm tryckvig som 
bISser fram over den skra- 
piga gatan. En kusllg tyst- 
nad, som tycks vara i en 
evighet, foljer innan de 
man, kvinnor och barn som 
overlever bpmbexplosio- 
nen stapplai'fram skrikan- 
de och jamrande ur den 
rykande ruinhog som for 
bara nigra sekunder sedan 
var deras hem. 




Den fram- 
skjutna front- 
stallningen 
nan Hossein 
Kut Taliba- 
nema finns 
mindre an en 
kilometer 
langrenerfor 
vagen. 

Foto: MARTIN 
ADLER 



Pa flykt undan bomberna 




Flyktingar 

fran Icriget. 

Kvinnor, 

bam och 

aidreffyr 

byarna 

norr om 

Kabul dar 

stridema 

pigarsom 

yarst. 

Foto: 
MARTIN 
ADLER 



Av MARTIN ADLER 
- Gud, vad har vi gjort f Or att f6r- 
tjtoa delta dde? skriker en gam- 
mal kvinna, hcnnes annar fam- 
lande tomt i luften. ansiktet fikt 
en dddsmask tackt med ett tjockt 
^eer damm efter expiosionen. 

1 fbrviningen ar det ingen som 
1^31^ barinSi^a sum dfiidsyte 
eller $kadats av hascMkikis 
bomben sop tal^nema fill 
h5g hfijd Mn en Suko 22:a dver 
byn Bagnun. Den gamla kvin- 
nan, Khalda Majtd, 62, bar bott i 
hutet iHKksiMa^ Sv J3«r bod- 
de ^M&a b&mm son RattMa lii^ 
dennes familj pi &tta peisoaerl - ' 

- Alia var i huset nSr bomben 
fdll. Jag t(% mug »t ur r5ken och 
elden Idttibsn mdjligt: Jag vet 
inte om de andra lever eller ej, sa- 
ger kvinnan fortvivlat och tittar 
sig omkring p& gatan. 

- Hur mdiiga som ligger be- 
gravda wider raemassoma kcnn* 
mer vi iate att veta fdrrSn can Se- 
ra tiimim^di vi griivtigenoin aitt, 
fsriclarar konunendant Abdul 
Hafiz Fahri, en kraftig bj&nfik- 
naade man i 4S-inUdmi, som 
fdr nigra dagar sedan ktt Mas- 
soudstyrkoma i sin itecerfi^raig 
av byn fr&n Talibanema. 

- Talibanema bombar som 
regn dagen efter de fdrlorat ett 
slag. Det ar inte exakt nigon pre- 
cisionsbombning de sysslar med, 
de fiesta offren ar just civila, fSr- 
klarar kommendanten och ber 
OSS lamna platsen sS fort som mdj- 
ligt eftersom man Iror att nya 
bombrader Sr plancrade mot byn. 

Vi tar OSS i ilfart sSderut fdrbi 
militarflygplatsen och ner mot 
fronten. Den sonderkorda vagen 
loper flver ett oppet landskap 
mellan h6ga dimbli berg. Det 
driller av fdrbranda och sdnder- 
sprangda gamla pansarbilar utef- 
ter dikesrenen, och hSr och var 
st<tr halta och sonderslagna 
stridsvagnar, rostande vrak efter 
den oandliga rad krig som dragit 
fram har. D3 och dS brakar det 
loss med vildsamt krakelerande 
explosioner di de lastbilsbuma 
stalinorgiar som parkerats nigon 



kilometer frin vSgen avfyrar sina 
raketbatterier mot talibanernas 
stallningisdder. 

Byarna vi passerar igesom f&- 
refaller vara ttvergivna. Men 
m&nga av dessa spdklika ruin- 
samlingar Hi faktiskt bebodda, 
bebodda av de som inte haft 
peii|srenerv»jtl%l9i^ {^tatt 
8y. Menllvii kaii inte ha vaift litt 
dea $^aste mSnaden, {i^tetsom 
omrSdet har bytt bSa&ex fiera 
ginger. Nu h&lk det iterigen av 
gerUlafdrband lojala mot den for- 
jagade re$erii^eiM f&m/axmi- 
nister, Ahmea Shah Mi^soud. 

Spettaripiliket 

Nigon kilometer byomi front- 
linjen finns stort a^unltngar 
turbanklSdda Jaa^)esh<«>ldater 
scHn skickats ned ay den hor^iga 
krigsherren, nje^lmn Abdul 
Rashid Dostam, ^ att i en ohe- 
lig aUians, si typisk fdr Afghani- 
stan, stddja den gamla regering- 
en i sitt iterti^mot Kabul. 

I de nyligen intagna byarna traf- 
far vi uj^etsade och tungt be- 
vipnade unga soldater, som pekar 
ut de doda talibaner som ligger i 
dikena och grinar tomt bland gra- 
nathylsor, bombrester och ut- 
branda trupptransportfordon. 

I Hossein Kut, endast ett fem- 
tontal kilometer norr om Kabul 
och strax bakom den framskjut- 
na frontlinjcn, lyfter en turban- 
kladd soidat en dod soldat med 
fottema, slanger kroppen pk 
backen for att sedan spotta pS 
det redan tilltygade liket. Runt 
ena fotleden har talibanen ett 
rep och ansiktet ar svirt defor- 
merat som om den dode slagits 
upprepade ginger med fiigot 
tilltyg. 

Nigra skraniga bymiliser i slit- 
na uniformer och med AK-47:or i 
hOgsta hugg, uppflugna pi cn ny- 
ligen erovrad stridsvagn kommer 
med en foga inbjudande invit. 

- Vi har just kort civer fern tali- 
banlik, vill ni komma och se? 

Har pi den urfattiga landsbyg- 
den bland sSndersprSngda byar 
dir ikrar med mognande vattcn- 
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meloner breder ut sig. tycks tali- 
banemas tviariga segertSg ge- 
nom Afghanistan n3tt ett snop- 
ligt slut. 

-, Mce par. talibanerna - "de fchz. . 
giosa stucicntcrna " - afghanska 
flyktingar som utbildats p5 ko- 
ranskolor i Pakistan, forst mar- 
scberade igenom sodra Afghani- 
stan var det minga som valkom- 
nade dem med bppna armar. De- 
ras framgSngar de forsta tvS Jren 
var hapnadsvackande. Dar de 
drog fram inforde de sitt stranga 
styre bascrat pS en bokstavlig 
tolkning av Koranen. Knark- 
handlare hangdes, kriminella- 
krigsherrar drcvs p& flykt och 
kvinnor forpassades till hemmen. 

Talibanernas styre var kanske 
medeltida - men det skapade lag 
och ordning, nSgot som mSnga 
krigstrotta afghaner tycktes val- 
komna efter sjutton 4rs oavbru- 
tct krig. Mullah Omar, deras en- 
ogde ledare, talade om att en 
g4ng for alia ena hela Afghani- 
stan under en stark centralmakt. 
Men nSr den bvervagande pash- 
tunska talibanrbrelscn ryckt6 
norrut efter att ha erovrat Kabul, 
och trangdc in pS tadjikiskt om- 
ride pS jakt efter den retirerande 
regeringsarm^n, blcv foljderna 
katastrofala. 

G« f reden en chans 

- Efter att talibanerna tSgat in i 
byn dodade de mSnga civila som 
de nnisstankte hade varit inblan- 
dadc med den gamla regeringen, 
forklarade Hemad, en tystl&ten 
och beskaggade bybo i trettioirs- 
Sldem, som bor i Hossein Kut 
och som enda medlem av sin fa- 
milj stannat kvar for att se till fa- 
miljens egendom. 

Forst hade byboma varit bc- 
redda att acceptera taHbanstyret, 
menar Hemad - Svcn ©m taliba- 
nerna knappast vSlkomnades 
med dppna armar. Men man 
skulle ge freden en chans. Men 
sedan bfiijade de infora sina re- 
gler, bland annat tned obligato- 
riska mosk6bes6k fern ginger 
om dagen. 




- Jag ar en troende mudim och 
brukar normalt be fern ginger 
om dagen. Men om nSgon tving- 
ar mig med en trapSk att gflra det 
- d4 slutar m, ifirklarar Hemad 
och f4r mednltt av den grupp 
traskUd^bybcffSom nHSSaa aU- 
tid t Afghai^tan tycks ^flc* Vfpp 
ur tcHnma intet. 

- Vi var ju redan goda BSfflM- 
mer, sager en annan man. Det ta- 
libanerna gor Ut inte islamskt. 
Bland annat knivdbdade de tv& 
civila har i byn som de anklagat 
f6r att samarbeta med Massud. 
Sedan hbgg de handema av en 
slaktare som de tyckte silde sitt 
kbtt for dyrt. Mannen togs till 
sjukhMSft^ i M|W-Sharif, ni kan 
sjalva^te ^ P"*^ 



med honom dar, fbrklarar man- 
nen. 

Ett tilltagande antal bvergrepp 
likt de i Hussfiin Kut i andra byar 
drev tadjukema att till sist resa 
sig mot talibailettia. Inom kort 
l^de ett uppror spritt sig 6ver he- 
Si Kapisa- och Paiwanprovinser- 
na, samtidigt soni de foma rege- 
ringsstyrkoraa inledde en offen- 
siv bin Pansjirdalen dit de reti- 
rerat. Talibanerna erkSimer nu 
sjaiva att attahundra av deras eg- 
na soldater dddades de fi^jaffiuns 
veckoma. - 

-Hur tror talibanerna att de 
kan lyckas dar det mSktiga Sovjet 
misslyckades? Och ryssama hade 
nio 4r pi sig. konstaterar en ung 
MassOBdkommendant vid Sha- 



kar Dara-vagskalet strax sbdcr 
om Hossein Kut. Shakar Dara har 
timmstmainnan itertagjts frin ta- 
libanerna av de foma regerings- 
styrkoraa och krypskyttseld frin 
de talibankontrollerade kullama 
strax sdderut viner d& och d& fiver 
den ISga tegehnuren bakom vil- 
ken vi hukar. 

- Hur kan ett litet och fattigt 
land som Pakistan - alia vet ju att 
det ar de som stSr bakom taliba- 
nerna - tro att de kan r& pi oss af- 
ghaner? MgBx kommenduiten 
retoriskt 

Kommendanten, en man som 
heter Sayid Kabir, pratar i sin 
knastiande radio och berattar se- 
dan att han just fStt instruktioner 
att fdrbereda en stbrre attack mot 



talibanpositioner en kilometer 
harifrin. Man ska fbrsOka sakra 
Dehz Sabpasset, ett ISgt men stra- 
tegiskt viktigt bergspass i de 
smutsbruna kullama strax norr 
om Kabul. 

-Attacken kommer att inle- 
das med ett massivt rakctanfall 
och sedan ska v^rt infanteri sSka 
bryta igenom fiendens fdrsvars- 
stallningar. I morgon, inshallah, 
kommer vi att vara i Chaikhana, 
sager kommendanten och syftar 
pi Kabuls nordligaste stadsdel. 

Skymningen bOrj ar falla och vi 
hastar oss ivag nBr de fflrsta tali- 
bangranatema bbrjar dimpa ner 
i Skrama kring komm«*dant 
Sayid Kabirs framskjutna frbnt- 
stailning. A 
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BEN BRADLEE Jr. 

Kabul 

Pa forsta vaningen i det fuktiga, 
morka och neslitna utrikesdepar- 
tementet i Kabul hanger en jatte- 
lik affisch med en bild av afghanska stam- 
ledare som spelar buzkashi, ett nationellt 
spel i vilket ryttare kampar om ett huvud- 
lost farkadaver. Idag, efter mer an 17 ars 
krig som bar kravt drygt en miljon dods- 
offer, forvandlat sex miljoner till flyktingar 
och odelagt hela landet, deltar hela Afgha- 
nistan i ett slags buzkashispel. 

Manga bedomare befarar att landets 
militara fraktioner, sphttrade av till synes 
ooverbryggliga etniska och religiosa mot- 
sattningar, kommer att fortsatta det eviga 
kriget mot ett oforutsagbart slut medan den 
olyckliga nationen far spela rollen av det 
huvudlosa farkadavret. 

Medan Afghanistan var skadeplats for 
slutstriden mellan det kalla krigets huvud- 
aktorer tog mujaheddin, de heliga krigare 
som 1989 tvingade den foma Sovjetunio- 
nen att dra sig tillbaka med svansen mel- 
lan benen, varje tillfalle i akt att njuta av 
sina triumfer. De nio mujaheddinfraktio- 
nerna representerade olika stammar och 



regioner i landet och hade enats for att till- 
sammans driva bort ryssama. Sa snart rys- 
sarna var borta borjade de i stallet att for- 
gora varandra i ett inbordeskrig som de 
senaste manaderna har blivit bade blodis- 
are och mer omfattande. 

Nu har USA och vastlanderna, som ti- 
digare mer eller mindre struntade i inbor- 
deskriget med ett slags "afghaner-ar-af- 
ghaner"-attityd, borjat fokusera pa huvud- 
staden Kabul, dar en mystisk tionde frak- 
tion, talibanerna, har slagit sis ned efter 
att under de tva senaste aren ha lagt tva 
tredjedelar av landet under sig. 

Talibanernas maktansprak 
skakar hela regionen 

Talibanerna star for en nastan medeltida 
tolkning av islam, som inkluderar omedel- 
bara avrattningar av mordare, amputatio- 
ner pa tjuvar och som forbjuder kvinnor 
att arbeta och flickor att ga i skolan. Ro- 
relsen borjade som en reformrorelse ledd 
av religionsstudenter som harstammade 
fran landets dominerande etniska grupp, 
pashtunerna. De angrep olika mujaheddin- 
fraktioner som for lange sedan hade forlo- 
rat sin helighetsstampel och blivit korrum- 
perade krigsherrar. Talibanerna forlorade 




Ett tag verkade det som om taJibanema skulle fa makten i hela Afghanistan. Men tva 
maktiga krigsherrar allierade sig mot dem och Massouds styrkor star bara nagra 
kilometer utanfor Kabul medan general Dostums styrkor avancerar norrifran. 
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intolerans gor 
att de har 
forlorat 
mycket av det 
stod som de 
hade i boijan 
av sin 
kampanj 



under sitt erovringstag mycket av den 

moraliska auktoritet som rorelsen hade i 
borjan eftersom de beskot huvudstaden 
urskillningslost uran hansyn till civilbe- 
folkningen och krossade hela byar vS- 
gen mot Kabul. 

Erovringen av Kabul har gjort det moj- 
ligt for talibanema att skaffa sig ett slags 
legitimitet och vacka omvMdens upp- 
marksamhet, men for 6vrigi verkar det som 
cm talibanema har natt gransen for vad de 
kan uppna - etniskt, kulturellt och militart. 
Fast fdrankrade i norra Afghanistan fmns 
starka milisgrupper, som representerar lan- 
dets etniska uzbeker, tadzjiker och haza- 
rer, folk som i allmanhet vill utveckla Af- 
ghanistan till ett modern! land styrt av ci- 
vila lagar. 

Talibanernas erovring av Kabul har ska- 
'cat hela regionen och pa nytt gjort Afgha- 
nistan till skadeplats for andra makters 
intressekonflikt. En gang var det Storbri- 
tannien och Tsarryssland, som kampade 
om inflytandet har, sedan USA och Sov- 
jetunionen. Nu ar det Iran, Pakistan, In- 
dien, Ryssland och de nya statema i Cen- 
tralasien, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan och 
Tadzjikistan, som tavlar om inflytandet. 

Talibanernas framgangar har aven ak- 
tualiserat ett standigt hot i Afghanistan om 
att landet skall splittras. Det fmns en na- 
turlig etnisk, spraklig och geografisk skil- 
jelinje. Pashtutalande folk bor soder om 
linjen och norr om de ogastvanliga Hindu 
Kushbergen bor persisktalande uzbeker, 
tadzjiker och hazarer. En uppdelning av 
Afghanistan enligt denna skiljelinje skul- 
3 gora en redan instabil region annu mer 
mstabil. 

Motstandarna avancerar mot 
Kabul 

I Kabul sjunker temperaturen varje dag 
takt med att vintem narmar sig och mi- 
saren vaxer. Ahmed Shah Massouds och 
Abdul Rashid Dostums kombinerade styr- 
kor har samlats strax norr om staden och 
beskjuter den regelbundet - kanske forbe- 
reder de en storoffensiv. 

Stora delar av staden ar redan belt for- 
storda och reducerade till ruinhogar efter 
de manga anfallen fran an den ena an den 
andra fraktionen under de senaste fyra 
aren. FNs personal i Kabul sager att for- 
stdrelfim ar mycket storre an vad den na- 
gonsin var i exempelvis Sarajevo eller 
Beirut. Minst 25 000 familjer av Kabuls 
1 ,2 miljoner invanare har numera en kvin- 
na som huvudman. Mannen bar d5tt i krig. 

Kabul ar en brun stad med bruna kullar 
och bruna lerhus. Gatoitiaar fyllda av folk, 



men de fiesta ar missmodiga, hungriga och 
trasiga. Det vimlar av tiggare och luften 
ar fylld av damm, brandrok, kloaklukt och 
avgaser fran hilar som kor pa billig diesel- 
olja. En och annan trafikpohs syns till, men 
inga andra poliser. Talibanema ar lagen, 
vilket bevisas av de manga talibanpatml- 
ler som i snabb fart kor mnt pa gatoma. 
De sitter packade i pickuplastbilar iforda 
full stridsmundering och med fmgret pa 
automatgevarets avtryckare. De fiesta ser 
mycket unga ut. 

Det ar liv och rorelse pa marknadema 
dar handeln sker med den nastan vardelo- 
sa valutan. For 25 ar sedan var en dollar 
vard 100 afghanier, idag kostar en dollar 
15 500 afghanier. Kabulboma medger att 
tillgangen pa livsmedel har forbattrats se- 
dan talibanema kom och att prisema har 
sjunkit nagot. Andra lovordar talibanema 
for att de har aterupprattat ett visst matt av 
stabilitet och sakerhet i stora delar av lan- 
det. Men de fiesta befarar att kriget kom- 
mer att fortsaua i evighet och ar mycket 
kritiska moi talibanema. "Det blir aldrig 
fred i del hiir landet", sager den 23-arige 
cigarettfdrsaljaren HabibuUah som i lik- 
het med alia andra afghaner bara anvan- 



der ett namn. 

Shir Mohammed, som ar kock och ky- 
pare och vars son dodades av en raket mitt 
inne i staden for tre ar sedan, berattar att 
de som har pengar bara forsoker lamna 
Kabul och resa utomlands. I borjan val- 
komnade folket talibanema eftersom de 
satte stopp for plundringen och atempp- 
rattade ordningen, men nu har de fiesta 
vant sig mot dem. Talibanema gir in i folks 
bostader och tvangsrekryterar unga pojkar 
till sin arme. De later inte flickorna ga till 
skolan och kvinnorna far inte arbeta. 
Manga kvinnor ar ankor och har svart att 
forsorja sig om de inte far arbeta. 

En 19-arig student, Khalid Muftoon, 
sager: "Vi har inget liv. . . vi lever i dator- 
aldem, men talibanema vill aterfora oss till 
medeltiden. Allt som. ar modemt forbjuds. 
Vi hatar talibanema". 

Pa universitetet i Kabul, som "suspen- 
derats" av talibanema efter att tidigare ha 
varit stangt under nastan tre ar, fmns rek- 
tor Amir Hassanyar, som oroar sig for bade 
universitetets och landets framtid. 

"Det ar en mycket kanslig period for vart 
land just nu. Universitetet ar viktigt for 
landets framtid. Om det dor kommer aven 
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Afghanistan att do. Universitetet har statt 
som symbol for den intellektuella utveck- 
lingen och den nationella enheten". 

Under en del av det kalla kriget identi- 
fierade sig en del av universitetet med 
Sovjetunionen och en annan del med USA. 
US A-utbildade Hassanyar berattar att nu 
har allt forstorts och plundrats eftersom 
universitetet ligger nara fronten. Det se- 
naste aret har klasserna samlats utomhus 
eller suttit pa golvet i forelasningssalarna. 
En del byggnader har reparerats och 4 000 
studenter infann sig nar universitetet opp- 
nade igen forra aret. I ar kom 10 000 stu- 
denter, varav 40 procent flickor. "Detta 
crigsharjade land kraver ateruppbyggnad 
och rehabilitering. Afghaner som har flyt- 
tat utomlands tycks inte komma tillbaka 
och darfor maste vi bygga upp en ny intel- 
ligentsia. Det betyder att universitetet i 
Kabul har en nyckelroll och det vore kata- 
strofalt om det haller stangt en langre pe- 
riod", sager Hassanyar. 

Pa Kabuls sjukhus och barnhem ar teck- 
nen pa smarta och lidande iogonenfallan- 
de. Pa Darlatumbarnhemmet finns 300 
pojkar och flickor mellan ett och 1 8 ar. De 
fiesta bamen har forlorat en eller bada for- 
aldrama, antingen i kriget mot Sovjetuni- 
onen eller i inbordeskriget. 

I Indira Gandjisjukhuset pa andra sidan 
staden tas krigsskadade barn om hand. 
Doktor Noor Arzoie berattar att sjukhuset 
drabbas av standi sa elavbrott samt lider 
konstant brist pa mediciner och ved till 
uppvarmning och matlagning. "Forra vin- 
tern fros mina patienter till dods", berattar 
Arzoie, som tjanar omkring tio dollar i 
manaden. 

ralibanerna kom till som protest 
mot mujaheddins overgrepp 

Talibanrorelsen, som har fort Afghanistan 
till den senastc av en lang rad korsvagar, 
ii en produkt av olika mujaheddinrorelser 
misstag och korrumperade overdrifter. De 
fiesta av mujaheddins krigsherrar atergick 
efter sovjettruppernas retratt till sina stam- 
och lokalrotter och roUen som korrumpe- 
rade, kriminella feodalherrar. I pashtuner- 
nas centrala faste Kandahar, som ar Af- 
ghanistans mest konservativa provins, 
uppforde sig mujaheddin speciellt han- 
synslost mot civilbefolkningen. De upp- 
rattade t ex vagsparrar langs huvudvagen 
till Pakistan. Dar stoppades bilisterna och 
tvingades kopa sig fria eller i annat fall 
riskera att bli av med sina hilar. - 

I juli 1994 pastas en av krigsherrarna i 
Kandahar ha vaidtasit och mordat tre kvin- 
nor. Religionslararen och f d mujhahed- 
dinsoldaten Mohammed Omar samlade 



ihop en grupp likasinnade mullor och do- 
dade den misstankte valdtaktsmannen. 
Denna grupp bestaende av 30 man blev 
kaman i talibanrorelsen. 

Inom kort borjade den lokala befolk- 
ningen be om hjalp att oskadliggora andra 
farUga milisman och talibanerna stallde 
upp och rensade bort manga kriminella ele- 
ment. Kandahar befriades fran vagplund- 
rare och andra kriminella och allmanhe- 
ten kunde ater rora sig fritt. 

De fiesta av talibanerna var f d studen- 
ter i de religiosa skoloma i Pakistans nord- 
vastliga provinser. Regeringen i Pakistan 
var inte sen att utnyttja lanken till taliba- 
nerna. Pakistans inrikesminister Nasirul- 
lah Babar ville att pakistanska lastbilskon- 
vojer skulle kunna resa sakert pa den nas- 
tan 90 mil langa vag som binder samman 
Pakistan och Turkmenistan, via Kandahar 
och staden Herat i vastra Afghanistan. Om 
passagen pa denna vagg kunde tryggas 
skulle Pakistan kunna oppna vardefulla 
handelsforbindelser med de forna sovjet- 
republikema i Centralasien. Babar betrak- 
tade alltsa talibanerna som ett redskap for 
att framja stabiliteten och den ekonomis- 
ka tillvaxten i Pakistan. 

Den forsta pakistanska lastbilskonvojen 
stoppades av banditer, men befriades av 
talibanerna. I oktober 1994 erovrade tali- 
banerna sitt forsta stycke territorium, sta- 
den Spin Buldak, i narheten av den pakis- 
tanska gransen. Darefter erovrade de sjal- 
va Kandahar, utan att det avlossades nas- 
tan ett enda skott. 

Vid den har tidpunkten gick talibaner- 
na i spetsen for ett mycket populart folk- 
uppror och gav de krigstrotta afgha- 
nema ett alternativ till de impopulara mu- 
jaheddin. Med ropen pa islamiskt styre och 
samforstandsregering lockade talibanerna 
ocksa till sig desertorer fran rivaliserande 
mujaheddinfraktioner. Manga anslot sig 
emellertid ocksa efter att ha mutats. Tali- 
banerna fick fler soldater och mer och 
tyngre vapen, men kaman i rorelsen var 
inte sa mycket politisk ideologi och mili- 
tar makt som moralisk och religios upp- 
rustnins. 

Talibanerna hade efter bara nasra ma- 
nader tagit kontrollen over tio av Afghan- 
istans 30 provinser, alia i landets sodra del 
och alia utan nagot esentlist motstand. 
Talibanerna hade, trots sina snabba fram- 
gangar, nasra svagheter. For det forsta var 
det en regional, inte en nationell rorelse. 
Den le\de delvis pa pashtunernas sjalv- 
kiinsla. som hade skadais av det faktum att 
landet 1992 i president Burhanuddin Rab- 
bani for forsta gangen pa 250 ar fick en 



ledare som inte var pashtun. Majoriteten 
av talibanerna tillhor pashtunistammens 
dominerande durranigren, men rorelsen ar 
inte forankrad bland stammens aldste. 
Talibanerna fick ocksa starkt stod av Pa- 
kistan i sin kamp om makten. 

Talibanemas framgangsrika kampanj att 
avvapna miliser och infora strikt lag och 
ordning i omraden som de hade erovrat 
lovordades till en borjan av befolkningen, 
som lange hade levt i lagloshet. Nackde- 
larna med talibanernas strikta sociala och 
religiosa regler overskuggades av det ra- 
dande lugnet. Det gallde speciellt i de kon- 
servativa delarna i sodra Afghanistan, dar 
andelen arbetande kvinnor ar lagre och 
kvinnorna traditionellt bar sloja. Men se- 
dan talibanerna erovrade Kabul, som ar en 
modern stad dar majoriteten av kvinnorna 
ar vana att arbeta och inte har burit sloja 
pa manga ar, har talibanerna mott hart 
motstand mot sin politik. 

Pessimistiska framtidsprognoser 

Nar det kalla kriget tog slut forlorade Af- 
ghanistan mycket av sin geopolitiska be- 
tydelse, men. landet spelar fortfarande en 
viktis roll for den regionala stabiliteten. 

Utsikterna for Afghanistan ar daliga. 
Miljontals afghaner har lamnat landet och 
kommer sannolikt aldris att atervanda. De 
som bor kvar ar fattiga och utmattade ef- 
ter de manga aren av krig. Ekonomin ar i 
spillror, tio miljoner minor ligger fortfa- 
rande utspridda i landet, det finns ingen 
fungerande regering som ar erkand av 
omvarlden och de standiga etniska mot- 
sattningarna och stamkonfliktema riskerar 
att vidgas. 

Aven om FN eller andra orsanisationer 
skulle lyckas etablera ett slags fredsover- 
enskommelse och tillsatta vad som kallas 
en bred regeringskoalition fmns det risk 
for att varje fraktion fortsatter att under- 
stodjas av sina utlandska sponsorer eller 
att bekampa varandra. 

En del bedomare ar dock mer hoppful- 
la. Afghanistan, papekar de, har nu ren- 
sats pa de muhaheddinfraktioner som inte 
hade nagot stod hos folket. De fraktioner 
som finns kvar - talibanerna, Dostum-, 
Massoud- och Hazarafraktionen - foretra- 
der en stor del av folket. Trots deras till 
synes ooverstigliga motsattningar foretra- 
der alia fraktionsledarna starka nationalis- 
tiska kanslor. som bor kunna fohindra att 
landet fraementeras i stil med Jusoslavi- 
en. 

De fiesta experler anser dock alt chan- 
sen till cn varaktig fred och en fungerande 
nationell reserins iir mycket liten. 

© 1996 TEMPUS/New York Times 
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Solidaritet med Afghanistan 

Med religionen som dodligt vapen tar den mus- 
limska talibangerillan i Afghanistan strid mot 
kvinnor i alia Mdrar. Flicker fSr inte langre i skolan och all 
undervisning forbehSlls pojkar och man. Kvinnorna i statlig 
tjanst, till exempel pi sjukhus och i skolor, har med en dags 
varsel avskedats. De kvinnor som fortsatter sina arbeten 
inom ovriga samhallssektom riskerar stranga straff. Sloja ar 
iter ett absolut miste och milisen har redan offentligt pry- 
glat kvirmor som inte bar de strikt heltackande kladema. 

Till sin hjalp har talibangerillan modema vapen som politi- 
ker och regeringar i vast f6nett dem med under den tid Af- 
ghanistan styrdes av sovjetvSnlig regim. 1 Sverige var det fo- 
retradare for det lilla kmavanliga partiet SKP som ivrigast var- 
nade om Afghanistans suveranitet och aktivt bidrog med 
pengainsamlingar till vapen St gerillan. Nu anvands de effek- 
tiva vapnen i ett av varidens nu varsta inbordeskrig, dar olika 
tolkningar av koranen f ^ brodraf oik att skoningslost morda 
varandra. 

Efter sovjetunionens fall har Afghanistan lamnats St sitt 
ode. De som i Sverige drog sina lansar for gerillan sitter nu pS 
inflytelserika poster i samhaUet och tiger om utvecklingen i 
Afghanistan. Bland annat en TV-chef pS Kanal Fem som visar 
en gynundersokning for publik och vars tidigare storsta be- 
drift var att lansera Tutt-tv. En minister i Perssons regering 
vurmade starkt for gerillan i Afghanistan. Nu ar det chefslo- 
ner som uppror och mMet ar fler bocker till biblioteken. 
Aven en ordforande i en facklig centralorganisation tillhor 
numer den tysta skaran, liksom flera valkanda forfattare. 

Det fortryck som kvinnorna i Afghanistan koUektivt utsatts 
for kan aldrig accepteias. AfghanistanfrSgan mSste iter upp 
pi dagordningen i varldens demokratier. Fackfor- 
eningama i vast miste bidra till att ge offentlighet CI1__^^ 
it diskrimineringen av kvinnor, ^^--^^ 
som nu ar regel i det fundamen- f^^^ /^i^^::^*-^' 



Barn offer for 
minor i Kabul 

^ KABUL (TT-AFP) 
• NSstan varje timme blir nigon 
dodad eller skadad av landminor 
och blindgingare i det sOnder- 
skjutna Kabul. Det sade minrej- 
ningsexperter i den afghanska 
huvudstaden pS mindagen. 
Sedan talibamnilisen i Septem- 
ber kdrde ut regeringen ur 
huvudstaden har d6dsf alien och 
skadoma 6kat dramatiskt. 

Det som upprSr garvade min- 
rdjare allra mest ar att de fiesta 
som faller offer f5r minor och 
projektiler som inte detonerat 
direkt vid nedsiaget ar bam. Om 
de inte dddar istadkommer des- 
sa vapen fruktansvarda skador. 
papekar en fOretradare for Rad- 
da Bamen. 

- Antalet offer f iJr minor och 
blindgingare 6kade med dver 
300 procent i oktober jamfbrt 
med minaden fSre, sade chefen 
fiSr Radda Bamens faitverk- 
samhet Zabiullah Asmaie. 

I>en dramatiska dkningen 
intraff ade minaden efter det att 
den gamla regerii^en flytt och 
talibanema intagit den stad som 
de hillit beiagrad i nistan ett Sx. 
Nu flyttade cxvilbefolkningen 
tillbaka in i omiiden som nyss 
lig vid "fronten". Samtidigt 
meddelade talibanema att ing- 
cn fick ha vapen utan tillstind. 

I Afghanfetan beraknas det 
finnas melian tic och fcmton 
miljonerlandminorutlagda-Det 
ar nast mest tatmlnerat i hela 
varlden. Varst ar Kambodja. 



Kronika/Staffan Beckman 

I Kabul 

gar kvinnorna 

nakna "t^vi^^cvv,^ 

Om jag var kvinna skulle jag ha velat formulera 
mej i den har spalten om hur jag reagerat p6 
talibanemas makt6vertagande i Kabul. Och 
kanske skulle jag ha funderat Over hur det kunde 
>a blivit, for sdvai m^nnen som kvinnorna i Af- 
jyianistSh. om den tidigare komraunistiska regi- 
jxen med sitt sovjetiska st6d lyckats fullfblja sina 
planer p5 att modernisera landet. (En svindlande 
tanke eftersom det sannolikt skulle ha inneburit 
att hela varlden nu s^g annorlunda ut.) 

Om jag var kvinna tror jag inte jag skulle se det 
som s^rskilt mftrkligt att kvinnor i andra lander 
tacker scj med sldjor. Jag 
skulle fbrsta att traditioner ar 
olika och jag skulle inte tycka 
att det var konstigare an att 
jag sjaiv till exempel anv&nde 
push up-beha och snava jum- 
prar. Om jag var kvinna skulle 
jag ju ocksi veta att spelet 
melian man och kvinna h(Jr 
till det centrala och mest 
sammansatta i tillvaron - och att spelreglerna 
standlgt fbrandras av det ena skalet eller det mot- 
satta. 

Som kvinna skulle jag fbrstAs vara mycket val 
medveten om hur mycket spelet handlar om 
att dolja och blotta - och jag skulle veta att 
aven har hos oss, och till och med i mitt eget liv, 
existerar alia varianter sida vid sida. Ibland, eller 
kanske fbr det mesta, skulle aven jag besloja mej 
pa ett eller annat satt, Om jag vore kvinna skulle 
jag utan tvivel vara feminist, men (hoppas jag) 
inte blanda ihop det befruktande kbnsspelet med 
de sjaivklara kraven pi lika rSttigheter, mojlig- 
heterochldn. 

Som man var jag i Afghanistan for trettiofyra ar 
sedan och traffade bland andra en cJsttysk bi- 
standsarbetare som utbrast "Ohne Frauen keine 
Kultur!" (Utan kvinnor ingen kultur!); och jag var 
ben^gen att haila med honom. I varenda stad , 
mbtte jag ocksi (manliga) studenter som drdmde 
om socialism och frihet fiJr bide sej sjalva och 
kvinnorna. Det ar f(Jr den drbmmens skull - eller 
snarare fbr dess motsats - som Kabul hemsbkts 
som Babel i Uppenbarelseboken; Babylon som dar 
benamns kvinna och skbka. 

Men om jag var kvinna skulle talibanema inge 
mej skrack langst inne i sjalen. Bilderna av kvin- 
nor som under hot om misshandel maste besloja 
sej fran topp till ta skulle fa mej att kanna mej som 
jag skulle kanna mej om jag var jude och betrakta- 
de bilder frin koncentrationsiagren. I en fasa som 
jag hittills bara skulle ha upplevt infbr rapporter- 
na om massvaidtakteraa i Bosnien skulle jag ta till 
mej alia dessa beslutade, patankta eller uppskjut- 
na fbrbud - utanfor hemmet far inget annat an 
hander och fbtter synas, inte ens en beslbjad kvin- 
na far visa sej ute pi gatan utan eskort av en man, 
kvinnor f&r inte ha arbete utanfor hemmet, flickor 
far inte ga i skolan. 

Plbtsligt skulle jag, om jag var kvinna, inse att 
den moraliska eller moralistiska bakgrunden 
till alia dessa fbrbud ar falsk, ett fuUstandigt 
bedrageri. Det ar inte min kropp, mina behag, 
mina lappar de ar ute fbr att dblja - det ar mej. Det 
ar tvartom allting hos mej som inte ar kbn och 
kvinnlighet de vill at - jag ska ga dar pa gatan, jag 
ska sta dar vid grbnsaksstinden med min manlige 
fangvaktare och jag ska inte ha nagot ansikte, 
inget namn, jag ska inte existera som annat .In en 
helt bvertiickt och beslbjad kvinna - som hetsar 
och lockar alia karlar omkring just pa grund av 
min identitetslbshet och min totala fingenskap; de 
som ser pa mina hander och fbtter, pa min ban- 
ning, mina rbrelser och min gang, pa slbjornas fall 
over mina brbst och min stjart allt de behbver veta 
fbr att jag ska sta dar fullkomligt naken . . . utan 
ansikte, utan namn, utlSmnad it alias blickar och 
fantasier i form av ett hjaiplbst bylte, fbregivet 
skyddad av samhailet, fbregivet skyddad av och 
infbr G ud . . . och jag ska fbda dbttrar som. om 
herrar. talibaner lyckas, ska vara annu mer fbi sla- 
vade, annu mer fingar i sin kvinnlighet an jag. 

Fast det ar klart, att om jag var kvinna i min 
aider skulle ingen man agna en tanke at vad som 
fanns under sjoket. 



staff an Beckman ar forfattare 
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Temporar vapenvila i Afghanistan 

■ En temporar vapenvila har inletts mellan den afghans- 
ka regeringen och de rebeller som ar lojala mot krigsher- \ 
ren Rashid Dostum, sade en regeringstalesman tis- i 

aagen. • - ■■^.;s:v '^-i^--;. • 

^emiarminister Gulbuddin Hekmatyar liar iorhand- 
lat i flera veckor for att fk ett slut p4 striderna i norra 
iifghanistan, JDe b^da partema fortsatter foriiandlingar- 
n^ for att forsoka nA en permanent vapenvila. 

De talibanska rebellema som kontrollerar halften av 
landets territorium st^ utanfbr uppgorelsen. 

jOAy W/8^9\ (AP.Kabul) 

AFGHANISTANFLYKT. En rysk flygplansbesattning 
som hiUits som gisslan av en rebellfraktion i Afgha- 
nistan under ett ^ lyckades fly med sitt eget plan, sade en 
rysk journalist pd lordagen. Besattningen, som bestod av 
sju personer, lyckades fly nar den befann sig vid 
maskinen for att arbeta med underbill av flygplanet. 
Planet landade i Sharjah i narheten av Dubai pi fredagen 
och hela besattningen sags vara vid god kondition. (AP) 

Talibaner intog regeringsbas^^D 

Islamabaad: Den islamiska talibamnilisen i Afghanistan upp- 
gav p4 lordagen att den intagit en viktig regeringsbas, Spina She- 
ga i provinsen Paktiya p4 gransen mot Pakistan. Den togs frin 
premiarminister-Gulbuddin Hekmatyars styrkor efter en fern 
timmar l§ng strid natten till lordagen, sade en talesman for 
talibanema i Peshawar i Pakistan. Forsvarama drevs over gran- 
sen. Uppgiftema itergavs av Afghanska islamiska pressbyr^, 
som ar baserad i Peshawar. Fem stupade och 13 sirades i stri- 
den om Spina Shega, Hekmatyar-rorelsen Hezb-i-islamis sista 
viktiga faste i provinsen Paktiya, uppgav byrin. Hekmatyar for- 
sonades med president Bmhanuddin Rabbani ocfa^gick in i 
regeringen igen i jimi. <Tr-REUTER> / % — ^ U 

Provinser vill vara neutrala 6^0 

Kabul: Fyra provinser i Afghanistan har forklarat sig neutra- 
la i inbordeskriget mellan regeringen i Kabul och talibangeril- 
lan, sade en talesman for regeringen pa onsdagen. Ostra pro- 
vinsemas rad, EPC, som representerar de fyra provinsema for- 
klarade for en regeringsdelegation att de inte kommer att ta par- 
ti for nagon sida i konf likten. De kommer ocksa att forhindra 
att deras territorium anvands som bas for de stridaade grup- 
pemas attacker mot motparten. <tt-afp>7^9 | g 

Taiibanerna till off ensiv ^9^9^ 

Kabul: Regeringsstyrkor foriorade i fredags den strategfekt vik- 
tiga byn Hazera i ostra Afghanistan till den muslimska taUban- 
gerillan, medgav regeringen pi lordagen. Strider kring Hazera 
fortsatte pi lordagen nar arm^n forsokte hiadra tahbanema att 
gi vidare mot nyckelstaden Sarobi pi vagen mellan hnvudstaden 
Kabul och Jalalabad. For att undvika ett forodande nederiag i 
Sarobi har regeringen satt in stridflyg for att undsatta de tusen- 
tals scAdater som kampar mot de framryckande talibanema. En 
talesman fox regeringssidan uppgav att 20 talibaner dodats. Det 
fanm inga uppgifter om regeringssidans foihister. <ap> ^\J^ 



Afgahanska plan anfoll talibaner 

Islamabad: Afehanskt regeringsflyg angrep pi sondagen sta- 
den Jblabbad som hills av Talibangerillan. Minst tohr mannis - 
kor dodades 1 flyganfallen och 50 skadades, uppgav en pakist- 
anbaserad nyhetsbyii. De tre flyganfallen tvingade civila att fly 
frin staden, sade vittnen. Enligt den afghanska mushmska ny- 
hetsbyiin AIP har hundratals familjer flytt staden i riktning 
Pakistan eller andra, sakrare delar av Afghanistan. Enligt FN 
riktades ftygai^reppen mot flygplatsen^ guvemorens palats 
samt ett narbeliget hotell. Planen slappte ocksi minor i nar- 
heten av en bro vaster om staden. 

- Flyganfallen och luftvamsbeskjutningen skapade panik i sta- 
den, sade chefen for FN:s flyktingkoromissaxiat i Jalalabad. 
All FN-personal lamnade senare staden och sig mot 
Pakistan, meddelades FN-kallor. <TT-REUTEX>/o/V-*%»5i^'3> 



Gerilla erovrade 
provmshuvudstad 
i A^hanistan 

KABUL fTT-AFP) 
•Den afghanska tahbangeril- 
lan intog pi onsdagen hittills 
neutrala Malabad, huvudstad i 
provinsen Nangarhar. En tales- 
man for den afghanska rege- 
ringen bekraftade uppgiftema 
och sade att gerillan anfaUit 
frin tvi hill. Han beskylldege- 
rannlandet Pakistan for att ha 
varit inblandat i gerillans 
angrepp mot staden, vilket for- 
nekades frin pakistansk sida. 

Guvemdr dodad 

En pakistanbaserad nyhetsbyri 
uppgav att den tillforordnade 
guvemoren i Jalalabad, Engi- 
neer Mahmood, samt sex av 
dennes kolleger skots ihjal pa 
onsdagen. De dodades medan 
de var pi vag frin Jalalabad till 
gransstationen Torkham i 
Pakistan. 

Syftet med deras resa for- 
modades vara fredsforhandling- 
ar med den muslimska gerilla- 
rorelsen. Mahmood dodades 
bara nigra timmar efter det att 
han utsetts till tillforordnad 
guvemon Han ersatte guvemor 
Haji Qadeer som begav sig till 
Pakistan i tisdags i samband med 
gerillans frannyckning. 

Enligt upp^er -frin tah- 
banema hade Mahmood kon- 
troll over staden och skulle over- 
lanma den till gerillan si fort 
dess styrkor nitt fram. 

Tahbanema har som mil att 
imratta en muslimsk regun i he- 
la Afghanistan. Rorelsen kon- 
trollerar nu ungefar halva landet 
och har under sin senaste 
offensiv tagit kontroll over dist- 
rikten Hisarak och Khogiani. 



Taiibanmiiis 
intog tva provinser 

AFGHANISTAN. Den afghans- 
ka talibanmilisen havdade pa 
fredagen att den intagit 
5rtterligare tvi strategiska 
provinser lojala mot rege- 
ringen i Kabul. Natten till 
fredagen ska provinsema 
Laghman och Kunar ha 
intagits efter en marsch frin 
grannprovinsen Nangarhar, 
vars huvudstad Jalalabad 
intogs i onsdags. 

Talibanska kallor i grann- 
landet Pakistan havdade att 
milisen utan motstand tagit 
kontroUen over Laghmans 
huvudstad Mehtar Lam och 
Kunars huvudstad Asabad. 

Enligt den franska nyhets- 
byran AFP har militara 
kallor i Kabul bekraftat att 
provinsen Laghman fallit i 
talibanemas bander. 



Nya framgangar 
for talibanema 

AFGHANISTAN. Den afghans 
Ka talibanmilisen uppgav pa 
sondagen att den erovrat 
annu en provins i Afgha- 
nistan. Enligt en talesman 
. for talibanema skulle pro- 
vinsen Kimars huvudstad 
Asadabad ha erovrats efter 
harda strider natten till 
sondagen. 

Regeringssidans befal- 
havare skulle forst ha flytt 
tm Asadabad och darifrdn 
yidare upp i bergen nar 
taiibanerna nadde fram till 
provinshuvudstaden. 

DetfbreMgingenobe- 
roende bekraftelse av upp- 
giftema som. TT-DPA 



! 



Peshawar. ^If^'^^SS^t.^^l ©r den 
Kunar i ostra Afg^^^,°fP'?ff ^drojaiide tegerings- 

repr Jentantema hissade vit f^f ^f^^en hade dS dragit 
over provinsen. I^gf^^^^^^K^angerillansnas- 
sigti]ftakatmstadenS^bi,s^^^ ^ 3,lda- 
ta mM. FQ^varsnMisteriet 1 WB^^ ^^^3 framryck- 
ter har sants till Sarobi for^^^ ^^^^^ stra- 
ning. I Sarobi Ugger ^'^.f^'^^nSK kommer geriUan att 




Kristna hialparbotare kvar i Afghanistan <„r~~:;,:::;T,r:^'?"':'^ ""^aae pa tjsd 



Kabul: Do iy knstrui hj^ilparbolMfO :.()m Imi 
stad Kabul har stannat trots talibanemas maktbvertagande 
nerna ar 

lelse att stanna kvar. 



o- — • 



ul har stannat' trots talibanemas maktbvertagande. Tal.ba- nerna slutardislcriiiinS^^^^^^ 
,undar.enta.istiska musl.mer, r.en har gett de knstna t....- rattlgheS^fa "^^^^ 

R7d'L''?r?vH '^"''^ 'r^^^' ''"'"''^'^ '^^^f * enhailig resolution 
nwl f ^ grannianderna drar tlUbaka sitt stftd till 

de oHka fraktionerna och slutar fdrse dem med vapen 



r 



<AP> 



alibaner tvangsrekryterar i Kabu / 

KABUL. Talibanmilisen har 
bfirjat samla ihop imga mSn 



och pojkar i mosk^ema i hu 
vudstaden. sade inv^nare i 
Kabul. 

- Talibanema rusade in i 
en mosk6 i norra Kabul i gir 
kvail och tog med sig en 
grupp pojkar. De sade it dem 
att de miste hjaipa till och 
sliss mot Dostam och Mas- 
soud. sade en man. 

Tvingsrekryteringen tiU 
den islamiska milisen sattes 
iging sedan talibanema sla- 
gits tillbaka 6ver tre mil p& 
nordfronten. 

I norra Afghanistan hills 



ett omride i (Jstcr av krigshei 
ren Ahmed Shah MassoudI 
medan nordvastra delen hills 
av Abdul Rashid Dostam. Des- 
sa uppges nu ha allierat sig 
for att sliss mot talibanema. 

Ogonvittnen sade att tali- 
banema under onsdagen ut- 
sattes for mycket hirt mot- 
stind. Rapportema tydde pi 
att talibanema led mycket 
stora fbrluster i dessa strider. 

En person sade att han sett 
ett 30-taI jeepar med dfida 
och sirade talibaner kbra s6- 
derut frin fronten. som gir 
ett tiotal mil norr om Kabul. 

/TT 



Forsvarsminister ej 
fSnge enligt Kabul 

AFGHANISTAN Talibanregimen i 
Afghanistan awisade i gir upp- 
gifter om att dess forsvarsminis- 
ter. muUa Abdul Razzaq. skuUe 
vara fJnge hos de fore detta rege- 
ringsstyrkoraa. Razzaq ar bara 
lindrigt skadad. Oct sa en tales- 
man for talibanmilisen till den 



Vaming for splitbing 
av Afghanistan 

AFGHANISTAN Afghanistan ris- 
kerar att splittras langs etniska 
Imjer om inbordeskriget fortsat- 
ter. vamade i gar grannlandet 
Pakistans inrikesminister. 

- Det ar mycket oroande. sa 
Nasrullah Babaar efter att ha fbr- 
sokt media i konflikten. 

Stridema i Afghanistan visade 



exilafghanska nyhetsbyrin AIP i 

Pakistan huvudstad Islamabad. , -o » 

me^D^UK/Lri ^/(TT-DPA) "7^"" g^^dagen inga tecken pa 

' *^ IhllO-^fy att avmattas. Istallet fdrekom 

Pakistan ska 



fbrekom 

rapporter om harda strider mel- 
lan talibanmilisen och 
trogna den forra 



AFGHANISTAN Pakistan tanker 
bli den forsta stat som erkanner 
talibanregimen i Afghanistans 
huvudstad Kabul. Det sa Amir 
Kahn Muttaqi. talibanemas kul- 
tur- och informationsminister. i 
gir. Den pakistanska inrikesmi- 
nistcm Naseerullah Babar blev 
den forste utlandske statsman av 
hog rang att besoka Kabul sedan 
talibanema tog makten for 18 
dagar sedan. I gir verkade det 
som om stridema norr om Kabul 
hade klingat av. Det ridde osaker- 
het om hurvida talibanmilisen 
hade slagit tillbaka de fore detta 
regeringsstyrkoma eller om dessa 
bara gjort en taktisk retratt. (TT) 

Talibaner och Dostam i dialog j^j^^ 

Kabul/Islamabad: Pakistan ocb Ryssland vill se en snar fred 
i AfghAnis tan skapad gcnom diplomati. Pakistan lade pi tors- 
dagen fram en resolutionstext i FN dir omedelbar vapenvila 
krBvs i Afghanistan och fdrbud mot vapenexport dit. Rysslands 
atriitesministcr Jevgenij Primakov skickadc ett brevtillsinakol- 
Icgcr i vastlinderna dir han fbreslir en rad itgiirder f6r att fi 
shit pft kriget. Samtldigt rapporterade den pakistanska radion 
att talibanemas representantcr och den uzbekiske generalen 
Abdul Rashid Dostam har enals om "nOdvindighelen av en va- 
penvila och en regering pi bred has". Vid ett mOte i Mazar-i- 
Sfaarlf, som Dostam behirskar, enades bida sidor om att bilda 
en gcmcnsam kommission fOr att ni de gemensamma milen. 
Konfllkter skall hidanefter l&sas med samtal, sade man. En 
pakistansk mcdlardelegation deltog i mOtet. Diremot fortsatte 
kriget mellan talibanema och regeringssidan. <tt-afp. dpaOv 



st)a-kor 
regeringen (AP) 
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CM Qoker vapenvila i Afghanistan 

norr ^^^^^^^^^^ garantier f5r att 

: Uppriktigtsagtfinnsdetfbrnarvarandem^^^^^^ . 

vi lyckas, sade Holl som W 

Afghanistan tidigare pi dagen. <tt-afp>0 X 7/ 7 1> 



Nattliga bombrader mot Kabul 

Kabul: F6r andra natten i rad bombades Afghanistans 
huvudstad Kabul natten till mindagen av flyg tillhbrande den 
bortdrivna regeringen och dess uzbekiska alherade Mmst tre 
bomber filldes (Jver staden medan talibanema som kontrolle- 
rar staden sedan en minad, aktiverade sitt luftvMrn^ Utanfor 
Kabul fortsatte arm6n frin norr under »edmng av forre fbr- 
svarsministem Ahmed Shah Massoud och u^bekge'^ alen 
Abdul Rashid Dostam sina fors6k att bryta igenom talibancr- 
nas forsvarsli^^d^^h^abz^aget. <tt-reuter> 



iranskt initiativ 
tillkrismote;Uk/ra-% 

AFGHANISTAN. Pi fredagen 
slogt:iliban«orillnn i AfKha- 
nistan tillbaka mot sina 
motstindare i norr. Enligt 
ogen uppgift erovrade taliba- 
nema en provins som dittills 
kontrollornts av den uzbe- 
kiske generalen Abdul Ras- 
hid Dostam. 

Pakistanbaserade nyhets- 
byran Afghan Islamic Press 
citeradc den talibanske 
guvernoren i Herat-pro- 
vinsen, Yar Mohammed, som 
uppgav att bans styrkor tagit 
kontroll over Bagdhis-pro- 
vinsen efter haftiga strider 
med Oostams trupper.. 

Iran har bjudit in tio Ian- 
tier till en regional tvidagars- 
konferens med borjan pi 
tisdng i niista veckn. Syftet ar 
att finna on losning pa krisen 
i Afghanistan, meddelade 
nyhetsbyrin Irna som ibe- 
ropade en talesman for irans- 
kaUD. 

. Bland de inbjudna lander- 
na finns Ryssland, Indien, 
Pakistan. Kina och Saudi- 
arabien. Dessutom ar repre- 
sentantcr for EU och Arab- 
fbrbundcl inbjudna. TT-Reuter 



Nattliga bombraider mot Kabu 

rnrcvarslinie vid Det 

KABUL. For andra natten 1 



lotnrj/ 



Bombflyg mot 
talibanema 

AFGHANISTAN. Den uzbe- 
kiske generalen Abdul Ras- 
hid Dostam satte pi Idrdagen 
in bombflyg mot taliban- 
milisen norr om den afghan- 
ska huvudstaden Kabul. 
Kniigt ogonvittnen beskbts 
ock.si Kabuls flygplats med 
raketer. 

Talibanemas egna pi- 
.<;taenden om att de skulle ha 
erovrat delar av Badghis och 
grannprovinsen Faryab har 
inleibekraftats av andra 
kallor, men erfarna bedoma- 
t e sade pi lordagen att an- 
greppet i Badghis kan ha gett 
Dostam fbrevandning att 
.•^atta in all sin militara kraft 
tiiot talibanema. TT-Reuter 



rad bombades Afghanistans 
huvudstad Kabul natten till 
mindagen av flyg tillhoran- 
de den bortdrivna regering- 
en och dess uzbekiska aUie- 

Mb^st tre bomber faUdes 
over staden medan taliba- 
nema, som kontroUerar sta- 
den sedan en minad, aktive- 
rade sitt luft\'am. 
Utanfor Kabul fortsatte ar- 
m6n frin norr under led- 
ning av f()rre fdrsvarsmmis- 
tem Ahmed Shah Massoud 
och uzbekgeneralen Abdul 
Rashid Dostam sina forsok 
att bryta igenom talibaner - 



nas forsvarslinje vid Deh 
Sabz-passet. En talesman for 
arm6n sade att man under 
sondagen intog vis^ hojder 
runt passet men att talite- 
nema fortfarande hoU de 
centrala punkterna. 
I Mazar-i-Sharif i norra Al- 
ghanistan havdade Dostams 
talesman att man nu har he- 
vis for att talibanema styrs 
av Pakistan. Talesmannen 
Yousif sade att finguppgif- 
ter och beslagtagna doku- 
ment visar detta. Han gav 
Sg inte in pi nigra deta^er 
och Pakistan har alltid for- 
nekat inblandning i taliba- 
nemas verksamhet. / 1 1 



Afghansk frontlinje st4r stilla 

Kabul: Stridema norr om Afghanistans huvudstad Kabul fort- 
satte pi tisdagen men uppgiftema om vi ken sida som had* ini^ 
tiativetvarieradcAvaUtattdttraahartalibanemaochdennord- 

aTghanskaalliansenistortsettf 

Sam och tillbaka nigon kilometer utan att nigondera sidan 

' tt orSeiuigt 5verLg. De islamistisjca taUba^^^^^^ 
erCvrade himi45ta.4fin^u l f gn min^d sedan f brsfikte i det 

fingsto^SMMiiii ";;;'°p^^^,^rmm' 

Sedan fdrhandlingama strandade ocb'Dostm J^f ^"t' 
tart till fOrre fiSrsvarsministem Massoud Sr den u«)eKisKe 
generaten nu islamistcmas huvudf iende. Pi tisdagen utropadc 
Falibanema "^^^^j^S" ^^^^ ""^^ l>o%Xzm. <tt-afi» 



v/O 



Hardaste stridema 

pa en mmad2\\\6-^L 

AFGHANISTAN. Stridema i 
Afghanistan meUan i ena 
sidan koalitionen mellan 
milisledaren Rashid Dostam 
och foraa regeringstnipper 
och i andra sidan talibanska 
fbrband ir enligt en talesman 
fbr R6da korset de hftrdaste 
sedan talibanema intog 
Kabul den 27 September. 

- Situationen fir mycket 
fdrvirrad. Vi har rapporter 
om minga skadade, sade 
Jean-Luc Paladini. 

Ingendera sidan tycks 
emeUertid komma till ett 
avgOrande. 

Samtidigt uppgav en bi- 
stindsarbetare att bybor, 
vars hem och ikrar norr om 
huvudstaden Kabul har 
blivit ett slagfait, har tving- 
ats arbeta for talibanema och 
sliss pi deras sida. ^ AP 




Talibaner hotar 
rddakorspersonal 

AFGHANISTAN. Kvinnliga 
afghanska medarbetare till 
Internationella rfldakors- 
kommltt^n stannade 
sdndagen hemma frSn arbc- 
tet sedan talibanerna hotat 
att hSnga dem. 

Dct var I fredags som tali- 
bansoldater tog sig in pd 
R6da korsets omride 1 den 
afghanska huvudstaden 
Kabul och framfbrde hotet 
till n^gra sakorhetsvakter. 
RCda korsets kontor var 
stflngt p& grund av en mus- 
limsk helg. 

"Om vi ser nigra afghans- 
ka kvinnor pi omridet kom- 
mer vi att hSnga er tillsam- 
mans med kvinnoma", hota- 
de soldatema enligt en av de 
aast&lldajpiRdda korset. AP 



Stallningskrig 

I Affghanistao^y/A^X, 

AFGHANISTAN. Dostamstyr- 
komas stridsflygplan bom- 
bade pi mSndagen flyg- 
platscn ulaiifor sUuU'n Herat 
i vastra Afi?hanistan som 
halls av talibanerna. Enligt 
en talibantalcsman i huvud- 
staden Kabul orsakades dock 
inga skador. Samtidigt av- 
visade talibanerna on sam- 
talsinvit fran krigsherren 
Abdul Rash id Dostam.I 
6vrigt verkade lagct alltmer 
gi mot stallningskrig infor 
vintern. I (istra delen av 
landet erovrade styrkor 
trogna den stortade presiden- 
tcn Rabbani ett distrikt i 
provinsen Kunar. 

Det var den andra attacken 
pi sex dagar. rapporterade 
nyhetsbyrin AIP. Talibaner- 
na avvisade pi mindagen en 
invit frin Dostam om freds- 
samtal under hanvisning till 
att det bara var en manbver 
forattvinnatid.V; fj TT-AFP 



Uata samtal om Afghanistan 

IsUunabad: De stridande fraktionerna i Afghanistan mdttes 
p& ett FN-kontor i Pakistan pi torsdagen f6r att fdrhandla om 
vapenvila. Men de kunde inte 16sa motsattningarna som hotar 
att fin en g&ng gOra den afghanska huvudstaden Kabul till ett 
blodlgt slagfaiL Vid samtalen, som var en framgSng i sig, satt 
de fundamentalistiska talibanernas utrikesminister Moham- 
med Gbous mittemot en representant fdJr den uzbekiske milis- 
Icdarcn Rasjid Dostam som med sin slagkraftiga arm^ domi- 
ncrar norra Afghanistan. Dostam har, sedan talibanerna intog 
Kabul i September, allierat sig med den fttrdrivna regeringens 
styiicor under ledning av fiirre ffirsvarsminlstern general Ah- 
med Shah Massoud. 

- VI lyckades fi bida sidor att acceptera en inbjudan att mOtas 
under FN:s flverlnseende. sade FN-medlaren Holl. <ap> 

CIvila i Kabul grips f^f u&li„n 

J^atf-t^fi^^^^^^^^^^^ ^ ^abu. av ta3sen 

for nyhetsbyrin AFP "PPger en vaiinformerad kaiJa 

berattarattLhdriga och va^^^^^ afghanska huvudstaden 

rmtcr 1 Panjshirdalen norr cm "'cd 
eliten tilJhOrie den^L gruno L^ri f hirskande 

tetsfoUclAfghaSfuSktlL^^^^^^^ ^" 
anklagelsen^ att sli tS?^'^^^^^^^^^^^ 

mannensomgripitsflrbrottsIinMr pIlLzT^^ ''^^er att 
flWlats for en ny atUckTdef S^h/^^ ^^^"'^ 
RashidDostamspirn Mdrftannv^?^''^^ l^igsberren Abdul 
talibanerna 'm&S^^n^^^^ utkampade 
befaihavarenAhmi^S^rhK^^^^^ 

FN-mote om Afghanistan iniett 

Nttw York/Kabul: Frcdssamtal under FN:s ledning inleddes 
pi mindagen i New York om dct krigsharjade Afghanistan Re- 
pn^ntSSer frin i8 nationer, diribland Kina, USA Rysslami 
Sc^fgkanislans grannstater. skulle bakom ly^^ta dftrrar d.^^ 
kuteraSgct i det krisdrabbade landet. Aven FN-chefen Bou- 
m>s Boutros-Ghall deltog i mOtet. Inga fdretradare <^r de stri- 
dande fraktionerna deltog. Syftet ar att betona att det inte finns 
nigon militar lOsning pi Afghanlstans PJ^^^^^^J^^^^'^^^ 
get tycks alltmer fi etniska 6vertoner och det fdrekommer allt- 
fler Vapporter om att civilbefolkningen drabbaspi grund av 
etnisk tillh6righet. <ap> O / J/// 



Talibaner erovrade viktig stad 

Qarabaq: Framryckande talibanska styrkor drev pi lordagcn 
ut tidigare regetingstrupper ur den viktiga bcrgsstaden Stalif i 
Afghanistan och kunde dirmed beiagra den strategiska flyg- 
basen Baghram. Fdrlusten av Stalif innebar att den talibanfi- 
entliga alliansen nu ar belt avskuren frin f lygbascn, uppgav gu- 
vemftren Kahirullah Kherkhaw. Stalif var ett viktigt fiste fOr 
den ffirre militirchefen Ahmed Shah Massoud. Enligt 6gon- 
vittnen och reportrar i omridet kontrolleras forlfarande sjalva 
basen av de styrkor som leds av Massoud och den uzbekiske ge- 
neralen Rasjid Dostam. Talibanerna inledde en offensiv i fre- 
dags. efter flera veckor av relativt lugn i Afghanistan. <ap> 



Stridsfiyg {)jJ 
bombade Kabul 

AFGHANISTAN. Nordostra 
Kabul bombades pi onsdagen 
av stridsfiyg tillhdrande 
alliansfMi mot talibanerna. 
Den afghanska huvudstadens 
nordostra fororter tacktes av 
ett valdigt rokmoln. Det gick 
dock inte omedelbart att fi 
klarhol i vad som triffats. 

Kabuls flygfilt ligger i 
omridet och har varit mil for 
flora tidigare bombrSder, 
men hittills har flygfaltet 
klarat sig utan skador. 

Den antitalibanska al- 
liansens flyg slippte itta 
bomber mot en militarbas i 
nordvastra Kabul i tisdags, 
men talibanerna .sade att 
ingen dodades eller skadades 
ianfallet.-^///-% TT-Reuter 



Kriget slar mot 
afghanska bam 

AFGHANISTAN. Varannan 
minut dor ett bam i Afgha- 
nistan, enligt FN:s bamfond 
Uniccf. Vart Qirde barn fiir 
aldrig uppleva sin femirs- 
dag. Det sade pi onsdagen 
Reinhard Schlagintweit som 
ar ordforande i den tyska 
Unicof-kommittfen. 

Onsaken ar otillrackligt 
naringsintag och bristfallig 
haisovird till fbljd av det 17 
Ar langa kriget. I de senaste 
drabbningarna mellan den 
stortade Rabbaniregimen 
och talibanerna har barnen 
drabbats hirt. 

Enligt Schlagintweit ar 
vattenfcirsorjningen det 
svclraste problemet. Knappt 
en fjardedel av befolkningen 
har tillgang till rent vatten. 
OKJ llt\-% TT-Reuter 



Stridor i Afghanistan dampasC^/f;^ 

In^rMl*!?!, ^"^'^"^'^^ tnellan tSibSi- 

r f>n? k"*.'" "banska fronten i Afghanistan dampa- 
nortlrrn '^??"t"^ pi torsdagens eftermiddag. Samtidigt rap- 

kor mi pi att ladda upp fdr en attack mot staden Herat i vL- 
hI?/ ^""^alibanska styrkorna gick till attack p& tvi fronter 
den S.f J^^'J^de "Nya vagen" som leder till huvudsta'' 
den Kabul frin nordost. dels langs den "Gamla vigen" mot Ka- 
bul nornfrin. Dar avstannade dock striderna och den sXade 
regenngens dverbefaihavare Ahmed Shah Massoud r^edgav att 
De Sabzpasset alltjSmt kontrollerades av talibanerna <rf afp 



i 



Nv minrdiare prSvas I Kabul, fu^^^^ 

hand. Ett lag om tvi mindrer -^^^^^^^^l^^ minor. Den 

och den ^fd^^lft*^"^,!^^^^^^^^ skynda pi r5j- 

nya utrustmngen Sr mekanisK ^ , .^152 Kabul ifronl- 
ningen och giira denna 
UniLmellanstridandeafghan^^^^^^^^^^ 



Kabulbor f ^ir hjalp infor vintern 

J^Lunternationen^^^^^^^^^ 

och vinterf6rn6denheter som ^^^'^^P^^ ^^^^"nniskor kfiade, 
Afghanistranshuvudstad Kabul. Hundratais ma 

man for sig och kvinnor f6r ^^^'/^f i'^h^'J^^^^^ andra 
harskarnas pftbud. Hir har en -ng kvmna^^^^^^^ ^^^.^^ 

koande, f6r ett ^go^^^^^^^^.^^^/RL''^^^^ pianerar att hjalpa 
for att battre se sin omgivmng. ^^f.^^^'";'^^^^^ extra hSrt 

30000 familjer inf^7>"^^^";^^af aSefS^^^^^ ddtt el- 
av det linga inbordeskriget genom at famd^^^^^ 

ler skadats. Hjalparbetet sker i samarbete mea r in. 
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50 000 af ghaneif 
paflykt|x///--9b 

AFGHANISTAN. McUnn 40 000 
och 50 000 minniskor har 
tvingats fly frin sina hem i 
nordvistra Afghanistan till 
RJljd av de hftfliga striderna. 
rapporterade FN:s flykting- 
organ UNHCR pi mindagen. 

Folk har flytt frin smior- 
ter i Baghdisprovinsen och 
tagit sig .sfiderut till Qala-i- 
Nau, nigra inda till Herat. 
Dar inrattades ett flyktingla- 
ger i onsdags men det ar 
redan fullt och det kommer 
nya flyende varje dag. Minga 
har gitt till fots i flera dagar. 
heter det i UNHCRis med- 
delande. 

Kraftig artilleribeskjut- 
ningoch bombanfall har 
tvingat minga att fly utan att 
hinna fi med sig nigra till- 
horigheter. r\^J TT-Reuter 



Babrak Karmal 
avied i Moskva 

AFGHANISTAN. Den fbrre 
afghanske Sovjetstodde 
ledaren Babrak Karmal har 
ddtt i Moskva, rapporterade 
Interfax pi torsdagen. Kar- 
mal avled i sondags i lever- 
cancer, skrev den ryska 
nyhetsbyrin. Han blev 67 ir. 

Sovjetiska trupper in- 
vaderade Afghanistan vid 
jultid 1979. Officiellt var det 
pi anmodan av den afgha- 
nska regeringen. Men Kar- 
mal levde i landsflykt nar 
invasionen genomfbrdes och 
itervande forst med den. si 
frigan uppstod omedelbart 
vilken regering det var som 
hade bett om hjalp. 

Karmal upphojdes till 
afghansk ledare den 28 de- 
cember 1979. Han avgick 
1986, officiellt av hilsoskil. 
och ersattes av Muharamad 
Najibullah. //;^-%TT.AFP ■ 

pi onsdagen s^J^^^dstad 
Kabvilsedana J rahi 



Kabul sedan a . vy^ip 
^'^iJS^^r sedan. ,,,,,»r 



min?der sedan- ^^^^av 

siKringarotna^^^^ 

ka tnyndiS^^A. personals 

ansvarforv^P^iV/i^^^^ 
saV^erbet. saae ^^T^gorga 

sedan taliB»° ^etare. 
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Av MORTEN STRAND 

- Taliban-geriljaen er Kjent b5- 
de for streng religiositet og bru- 
talitet. Motstandere vises ingen 
nSde. Men geriljaens disiplin 
gjor at de'ogsS oppfattes som 
rettferdige. Blant annet bar det 
knapt foregStt plyndring i felt- 
togets kjelvann. Det er svaert 
uvanlig i dagens Afghanistan, 
sier religionsforsker Kari Vogt 
ved Universiletet i Oslo. 

Kvinnefiendtlig 

Den vestlige verden st^r nS 
lamsllitt etler at regimet til 
muUa Omar bar innfort de 
strengeste tolkningene av is- 
lamske lover i hele verden. 
Sterst reaksjon bar det vakt 
at skolene er stengt for jenter, 
OS at kvinner ikke fir bcvegrc 
seg utenders utcn i felge med 
en mannli^ slektnin^. Kvinner 
skal vaere totalt tildekket, og de 
som bar jobb bar fStt besKjed 
cm 5 holde seg bjemme. De f5 
som bar trosset forbudet bar 
blitt banket brutalt opp av Tali- 
ban-soldater. 

- Denne praksisen gjer regi- 
met i Iran til et liberalt regime i 
sammenlikning, sier Vogt. 

Hun understreker at selv om 
det sies at stengningen av sko- 
ler er midlertidig, vet vi at i fle- 
re 5r bar de fxjlitisk-religiose 
fraksjonene i Afjghanistan fcrt 
en meget streng kvinnepoli- 
tikk. 

Allerede ctter noen dager 
ved makten harKabuls makt- 
havere kappet"^ h&nden av 
man^e tyver. Alkoholikere og 
ekteskapsbrytere er blitt stei- 
net. Og TV-titting og k here 
pimusikk betraktes som en 
forbrytelse. 




Dette er den afghanske Taiiban-gerilja- 
ens sanne, brutale ansikt. Dur Moham- 
mad henrettes etter at han er funnet 
skyidig i drap. Det er onkelen til draps- 
offeret som ifolge tradisjonen selv vnk 
drepe morderen. Det er islamsk lov 
som praktiseres. 



Full oppl0sning 

- Det du ser i Afghanistan er et 
samfunn totalt 
odelagt etter 17 
3rs krig. Leder- 
ne avT^ban er 
vokst opp som 
sonner av forri- 
ge . generasjon 
afghanske 
flyktninger og 
krigere, • i Af- 
ghanistan som 
sloss mot Sov- 
jetunionen et- 
ter inva.sjonen i 
1979. Taliban 
(teologiske stu- 



denter) ser ut til & ville innfore 
den mest reaksjonaere varian- 
ten av islamsk lov, sier Vogt. 

Flyktningflom 

Mange av de rundt 250 000 
menneskene som har flyktet 
fra hovedstaden Kabul skal ha 
romt til Panshir-dalen. Mange 
bar ogs3 strommet til de ostlige 
provinsene. som kontrolleres 
av styrker som er lojale mot 
den styrtcdc presidenten Rab- 
bani og til omrSder i vest, som 
kontrolleres av Abdul Rashid 
Dostam. Han er en tidligcre 
kommunistisk general og Icder 
en ha?r bestiiendo av clniskc 
usbekere som ligger i konflikt 
med Taliban. 
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Gamle motstandere danner allianse 



. Tidligere afghanske 
ri valer fors0kBr ni k 
- darine en allianse mot 
Taliban-geriljaen. 

Kabul 

Styrkene til Afghani stans 
tidligere Jtoracaramlnlfiter 
Ahmad- SliahM&sood slo i 
g&r tllbake mot TEdlban ved 
det strategisk vlktlge Sa- 
lang-passet. Tsllban sendte 
12 panservogner som for- 
sterknlnger etter & ha lidd 
store tap. 

If0lge 0yenvitner ble rundt 
150 soldater drept eller si- 



ret. Angrepet i nord skal ha 
tvunget Taliban til i avbl&se 
- i hvert fall midlertidig - for- 
s0ket pi k sli seg gjennom 
til Masoods hovedkvarter. 
Det forellgger ingen uavhen- 
gig infonnasjon om situa- 
sjonen i omridet, ettersom 
joumalister blir nektet ad- 
gang. 

Taliban inntok Kabul den 
27. September, men har ikke 
lykkes 1 k erobre den om- 
stridte Paiyshir-dalen, der 
den legendariske krigsher- 
ren Masood regjerer. 
Samtidig kan Taliban m0te 
motstand ogsi pi en annen 
front. Ifolge nyhetshyriet 



AFP planlegger ' tidligere 
statsminister Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar i m0te den us- 
bekiske geriljalederen Ab- 
dul Rashid Dostum for i fi i 
stand en allianselriiot Tali- 
ban. ■ 

Den avsatte pi^.^lrifpten 
Burhanuddin RaabiiM og 
Dostum var en gang bare fl- 
ender, men i gir mattes de i 
Dostimis hovedkvWtbr i 
Mazar-i-Sharil Pla:dei:^ var 
at ogsi Hekmatyar skulle ha 
deltatt, men han klar^e ?kke 
i komme frem. . \ 
Rabbani flyktet fra Kabul 
bare timer etter at I^pan 
tok over kontrollen. Han har 



siden vaert «jaget vllt>» i det 
nordlige Afghanistan. Tali- 
ban kontroUerer ni rundt 
tre Qerdedeler av landet. 
Dostum, som var general 
under kommuniststyret 
som kollapset i 1992, utg)0r 
trolig den st0rste faren for 
Taliban. 

Afgha^tan-eksperten Ar- 
ne Strand, som for tiden er i 
Kabul pi oppdrag for Kirk- 
ens N0dlyelp, tror at Hek- 
matyar vil sette alt inn pi i 
overbevise Dostum om at de 
mi samarbeide mot Tali- 
ban. 

Strand beskriver Dostum 
som militsert sett meget 



sterk, men bans st0tte i be- 
folkningen er liten. 
- Dostima sUter med et stort 
troverdighetsproblem. 
Hans styrker er beryktet for 
grove overgrep, og Taliban 
er trolig mer populaere i 
nord enn Dostum selv. Men 
hittil har opposi^onen i 
nord ikkg^viget i utfordre 
den militsrt sterke Dostum, ^ 
sier Strand i et telefoninter- 
yjumedNTB. 

NTB-REUTER-AFP 
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Talibans 
fiendei*gai* 
mot Kabul 



Talibans f lender rykker 
na raskt frem mot 
Kabul, bare tre uker 
uker etter at Taliban 
erobret Afghanistans 
hovedstad. 

Kabul 

Den afghanske geri^alede- 
ren Ahmad Rashid Dostums 
styrker rykket i gir frem mot 
Kabul. De marsjerer mot ho- 
vedstaden nordfra, og ryk- 
ket i l0pet av dagen omkring 
40 kilometer naermere den 
musllmske Taliban-millt- 
sens forsvarslinjer, if0lge 
0yenvitner i omridet. 

Dostums infanteri har be- 
veget seg s0rover fra Salang- 
passet og samlet seg utenfor 
den strategisk vlktige byen 
Jabul Sar^. Selve Jabul Sa- 
raj, som ligger 77 kilometer 
nord for Kabul, ble inntatt 
av tidligere forsvarsmlnister 
Ahmad Shah Masoods sol- 
dater sistl0rdag. 

Dostums og Masoods 
styrker kan ni i fellesskap 
fortsette fremryknlngen mot 
Kabul, og kan sti rett uten- 
for byen om et par dagec Ta- 
liban har fors0kt i stanse de- 
res fremrykning ved i an- 
gripe dem fra luften, forteller 
folk som nylig har forlatt om- 
ridet. 

Hekmatyar utenfor 

Den avsatte afghanske 
statsministeren Qulbuddin 
Hekmatyar holder seg uten- 
for alliansen som kjemper 
mot det islamske Taliban- 
regimet. Hekmatyar er mot- 
stander av Taliban, men vil 
ikke ha tidligere president 
Burhanuddin Rabbanls regi- 
me tllbake, sa en talsmann i 
gSr. 

- VI kjemper ikke for & fi 
gjeninnsatt det gamle regl- 
met, sa Rabbanls utsending 
i Islamabad. Ghairat Baheei; 
til nyhetshyriet Reuter 
- Vire bestrebelser gir ut pi 
i fi opprettet en regjering 
der alle parter 1 konlUkten 
deltar. 

Uttalelsen blir tolket som 
tegn pi at Hekmatyar ikke 
lender er pi talefot med sine 
tidligere kollcgtrr 1 Kabbaiils 
regjering. Men samtidig har 
han ikke forsonet seg med 



Taliban, som truer med i 
erobre tilhengere fta Hek- 
matyar i bans maktbase 
blant de afghanske pasjtu- 
ner-stammene. 

Vest og S0rvest 

Taliban-geriliaen erobret 
Kabul 27. September; og har 
senere tatt kontrollen over 
to tredjedeler av Afghani- 
stan. Men motstanden mot 
Talibans strengt islamske 
regime 0ker, og har spredt 
seg fta omridene i nord til de 
vestlige og s0rvestllge deler 
av landet, sier observat0rer i 
Paklstans hovedstad Isla- 
mabad. 

Det pigir ni harde kam- 
per i Herat og Parah-pro- 
vinsene langs grensen mot 
Iran og i Ghor lenger inn i 
landet. Dette betyr at Tali- 
ban ikke lenger bare m0ter 
motstand i nord, men ogsi 
har alybrlige problemer flere 
andre steder, pipeker obser- 
vat0rene. 

Taliban-styrker har Imid- 
lertid greid i knuse mot- 
standen i en gruppe lands- 
byer som ligger mellom 10 og 
20 kilometer nord for Kabul, 
og har sikret seg kontrollen 
over dette omridet. -Den 
lokale motstanden, som f0r- 
te til harde sammenst0t 
mellom TEiliban og landsby- 
befolkningen, ser ut til i vae- 
re slitt ned, sier en Afghani- 

stan-ekspert i Islamabad. 

Talibans motstandere har 
beskyldt den pakistanske re- 
gjering for i ha tatt Talibans 
side i konflikten, og for i ha 
forsynt den musllmske mllit- 
sen med vipen. Regjerlngen 
i Islamabad awlser dlsse pi- 
standene om miUtaer l\jelp, 

og sier at den bare har gitt 
Taliban sin poUtlske st0tte. 

Taliban oppsto blant stu- 
denter i llyktningelelrer 
langs den afghansk-paki- 
stanske grensen for to ir si- 
' den. Etter langvarige kam- 
per greide den i h0st i sette i 
gang en st0rre oCTenslv. som 



endte med at Taliban inntok 
Kabul uten i m0te saerlig 
motstand. 

Men situa^onen har end- 
ret seg etter at den slu og er- 
fame gerUjakrigeren Maso- 
od for en ukes tid siden gikk 
til angrep lira sine vel be- 
festede stlllinger i Pansjir- 



dalen. Masood, som er tid- 
ligere afghansk forsvarsmi- 
nister, styrket samtidig sine 
sjanser ved i iimgi en tak- 
tisk allianse med Ahmad Ra- 
shid Dostum. AUiansens mil 
er en gjenerobring av Kabul 
ogavmaktenihele 
Afghanistan. NTB-AFP- 

REUTER 
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Kjemper mot 

« ski eggnisser » 



Forbimds^ovtaer Peter Hjukstrom i den svenske Afghan- 
istankomiteen var i Molde nylig for a snakke om situasjonen 
i Afghanistan etter at den ekstremistiske Taliban-geriljaen 
har tatt over makten i Kabul, ^ ^ud sttXjJ^* 



Peter Hjukstrdm ori- 
enterte om situasjo- 
nen i Afghanistan i 
Molde btbliotek 

Foto: EIRIKHFFM 




RB - EIRIK HEEN 



Peter Hjukstrom er trolig 
Sveriges fremste ekspert p5 
Afghanistan. Han har n^ 
vaert forbundssekretasr i den 
svenske Afghanistankomi- 
teen i til sammen sju og 
f0r det bar ban deltatt pi alle 
nivier i komiteen. Han har 
mye av sren for dex. sotide 
folkelige fundament som 
den svenske komiteen bar i 
dag. 

Na star b^e den norske 
og den svenske Afghsatist- 
ankoniiteen . o.v^o^^enorme_ 
utfordringer - kanskje like 
store utfordringer som under 
Sovjet-okkupasjonen i 80- 
irene. Grunnen til det er Ta- 
liban - en skjeggete og fana- 
tisk muslimsk gerilja pa 
25 000 mann som bar tatt 
over makten i hovedstaden 
Kabul og andre esmi^ i - 
det gigantiske landet, 

l/roveleleende 

I den anledning var Peter 
Hjukstrdm i Molde bibliotek 
for S orientere om den uro- 
vekkende utviklingen i det 
herjete landet som er et av 
verdens tre fattigste. Han 
fortalte og viste lysbilder fra 
sin siste tur til Afghanistan i 
slutten av September. Titte- 
len pa foredraget var «Kvin- 
nelige leger konuner ikke fra 
hinunelen». 

-Kvinner har ingen ste- 
der S vende seg lenger der 
Taliban har makta. Det er 
nedlagt forbud mot at kvin- 
ner far art)eide utenfof hjem- 
mets fire vegger. Skolegang 
er ogsa forbudt. Talibans 
inntog betyr et alvorlig tilba- 
keslag for afghanske kvin- 
ner, sier Peter HjukstrtJm til 
Romsdals Budstikke. 

Kvinner med typiske 
kvinncsjufcdoninicr km ikkc 






Dette bikfyft er Wt uteafor en skade som er startet opp ved hjelp av norsk bisland. Svenskene driver n& skolen. 

Foto: PETER HJUKSTROM 



ga til en mannlig lege i Af- 
ghanistan. Kulturen forbyr 
det. Ni kan ikke kvinner 
lenger utdanne seg, og det 
vil f0re landet inn i en enda 
dypere krise, frykter Hjuk- 
strom. Fra f0r av sliter landet 
rkkI en ekstrem fattigdom, 
og resepten for I komme ut 
av elendigheten, er skole- 
ring, menea" fiartoBo^sekre- 
la;ren. 

UumuniUjer 

- Etter 1 8 drs krig, hvorav 
ti Srs okkupasjon og 1 ,3 mil- 
lioner drepte, er det ikke fle- 
re jirpbicmer landet trenger. 
Vi attjcidcr intenst med & gi 
humanitxr bistand til sivil- 
befolkningen. Norge og 
Svcrijic ytiT i nirnlt W 



millioner kroner i hjelp og er 
med det blant de sl0rste bi- 
dragsyteme. Til opplysning 
koster det rundt 75 kroner 1 
gi et afghansk bam ett Srs 
skolegang, l0nn til laereren 
inkludert, oppiyser Peter 
Hjukstrom. Flere skoler er 
bygd med norsk og svensk 
hjelp. Svenskenes strategi 
for neste ar er S 0ke antallet 
jenter i skolen med 1 0 000. 
Fra f0r av er 25 000 jenter 
sikret skolegang, takket vas- 
re den svenske Afghanistan- 
komiteen. Men det mk kjem- 
pes en hard kamp for a fa 
fortsette med arbeidet. 

- Vi f0rer knallhardc for- 
handlingur med de lukale 
myndighetene. Heldigvis er 
ikke Taliban-geriljaen sa;r- 
Itg cnhetlig i .sin offcasiv for 



S ta over landet. Vart argu- 
ment er at i vir del av verden 
er kvinner en likeverdig del 
av samfunnet, og vi akter ik- 
ke k hjelpe om vi ikke f^ 
hjelpe unge afghanske jenter 
pa lik linje med gutter, for- 
klarer Hjukstrom. 

Hjukstrom er hellig over- 
bevist om at Taliban-gerilja- 
en f0r eller siden mk slippe 
maktens grep i deler av Af- 
ghanistan. Majoritenen av 
landets befolkning er innfor- 
statt med at lik rett til skole- 
gang og andre sosiaie goder 
er den eneste vegen a ga for 
nasjonal framgang. Hjuk- 
stom understreker gang pa 
gang viktigheten av ikke a gi 
opp: 



-Landet har klart a 
komme seg over den for- 
ferdelige Sovjet-okkupa- 
sjonen. Na er det viktig a 
ikke gi opp. Vi kan ikke la 
en gjeng skjeggenisser fra- 
ta halve befolkningen ret- 
ten til et levelig liv, utdan- 
ning og en verdig framtid. 
Det er her den internasjo- 
nale stotten konuner inn. 
Den l^te situasjonen i Af- 
ghanistan er en stor utfor- 
dring ogsa for oss i Nor- 
den. 

Det rustes n5 opp til en 
storstilt innsamlingsaksjon i 
bade Norge og Sverige. Pe- 
ter Hjukstrom er pa en koil 
reise i Norge for k orientere 
om situasjonen. Fomten 
Molde gikk turen til Oslo og 
Bergen. 



Dansk press 




Eurs mod Kabul 



Afghanistans 
ultrareligi0se 
studentermilits, 
Taliban, har sat 
kursen mod Kabul 
oglagtFN's 
fredsbestreebelser 
i ruiner 

Af CHARLOTTE AAGAARD 



Unge meend akal lade slueg- 
get gro og kvindeme ifare aig 
korrekt islamiak pAklaedning. 

SAdan lyder atandardor- 
dren fra A%hanirtaiw ulbr*- 
religitfae atudentermnita, 1^- 
liban, n&r en ny by indtagea. 

Og d6t er aket en hel del 
gange i de forl«bne Qorten da- 

Pi ganske kort tid har ml- 
litsen lag! Afghanistana 
neeatatarste by Jalalabad og 
hele den 0stiige del af landet 
til aine erobringer, indfsrt et 
atrikt ialamiak styre - og aat 
kursen mod hovedataden Ka- 
bul, hvor en atadig mere 
tnengt prceaident Burhanud- 
din Rabbani klamrer aig til 
magten. 

Talibanemea aucces p& 
•lagmarken har lagt FN'a net- 



op genoplivede fredamiaaion i 
ATghaniatan i miner, og aget 
frygten for et vwitabelt blod- 
bad, nir kajnpen mi Kabul 
for alver aaatter ind. 

Frygt for blodbad 

Den, der kontroilerer Ka- 
bul, kontrollet«r Afghanis- 
tan, lyder et. lokalt viiidoins- 
ord og kendere af landet er ik- 
ke i tvivl om, at det er lige 
priecia Ha kontrol, talibaner- 
ne nu vil gA efter. 

»Jeg er overbevist om, at 
deres neeate m&l er Kabul*, si- 
ger Haakan Joeefason fra den 
Svenske AfghaniatankomitA, 
en af de meat Telrenommere- 
de tQB^aeitPiaiaationer i Af- 
ghanistan. 

•Talibaneme er bestemt ik- 
ke blevet avskket pft det se- 
neste og de har tilqmeladen- 
de masser af vAben. S& der er 
god grund til at firygte, hvil- 
ken skffibne Kabila ' civilbe- 
folkning gAr i ande; siger 
httn. 

Studentemultia«n, der af- 
ter alt at d0ninie traanea og 
stottea af nabolandet Paki- 
stan, har siden oktober sidste 
Ar forsffgt at indtage Kabul, 
men den militsere magtbalan- 
ce mellem de relativt aimpelt 
udruatede talibanere og Rab- 
baaia km»m>ll6miih iwren- 



heder har indtil videre gjort 
det uniuligt 

Det f«rste store slag ora Ka- 
buls sksebne ventea allerede 
inden for de kommende dage. 

Mandag rapporterede det 
Pakistan-baserede nyhedabu- 
reau Afghan Islamic Press, 

• Talibanemeer 

/ bestemt ikke 
bkvet svaekket p& 
det seneste og de 
har tilsyneladende 
mfisser af v&ben. 
S& der er god 
grund til at firygte, 
nvilken skcebne 
Kabuls 

civilbefolkuing g&r 
i m0de 



Haakan Joteftson 
Sueiige$ Afyhanittan- 
komiU 



AIP, nt talibaneme befandt 
gig bare femten kilometer fra 
den tille, men strategiak vigti- 
ge by Sarobi pA hovedvcgen 
mellem Jalalabad i wt og Ka- 



bul. Sarobi er den lokale 
krigaherre, nuvserende Rab- 
bani-allierede og tidligere 
CIA-darling Oulbuddin Hek- 
matyara haiiborg og ifelge tali- 
baneme militaena n»ste mAl. 

Fredplan i miner 

Talibanemea succesrige of- 
fenaiv har lagt TWn foratfg pi 

at finde en fredelig l0smng pi 
Afghanistans fire Ar lange 
borgerkrig i miner. Det var 
ellera en indsata, aom FN net- 
op havde besluttet at genop- 
tage after mere end et Ara to- 
talt d0dvande. 

Fior to mineder aiden ud- 
nasvnte FN en ny acerlig ud- 
sending til Afghaniatan, ty- 
skeren Norbert Holl, aom i 
aamarb^de mod FN^s vice- 
generalaekretcer Marrack Go- 
ulding var giet i gang med at 
udarbcyde et nyt fredaudspil 
til de atridmde parter. 

I dag'erkender Holl iaid- 
lertid, at fredaudsigteme er 
om muligt endnu mere dyatre 
end f«r. 

•Det er klart, at den mili- 
tsere situation har undergra- 
▼et vorea hib om fred«, siger 
han til det britiske nyhedsbu- 
reau Reuter. •Med ganopta- 
gelsen af krigahandlingeme 
og endringerae i det politiske 
landakab til TalihanemM for- 



del, er det indlyncnde, at tali- 
baneme vil vKre endnu min- 
dre institlet pA at deltage i et 
FN-initiativ end ftr«, siger 

han.. 

Og d^t er Haakan Josefs- 
son enig med ham i. 

•Talibanemea fremgang 
har bestemt ikke gjort dem 
mere interesserede i at siette 
sig til forhandlingsbordet. 
Tveertimod. En forudssetning 
for at f5 parteme til at for- 
handle er jo, at de tror, for- 
handlingens vej giver bedre 
reaultater end geveerets*. 

fin af de nye id^er, som Go- 
ulding og Holl arbejdede med 
far talibaneraes oftenaiv, var 
et foralag om at bringe Afgha- 
nistans tidligere konge, aom i 
dag lever i eksil i Italten, til- 
bage for at samle det splittede 
land. 

Men din id6 tror Josefsson 
ikke har nogen fremtid. 

•Dem, der Bidder pA mag- 
ten i dag, er ikke interesserct 
i at dele derea magt med flere, 
heller ikke med kongen«, si- 
ger han. 

•Desuden opfatter Afgha- 
nistans etniake mindretal 
stadig den tidligere kongefa- 
milie som reprtesentanter for 
det pashtunske flertal og den 
undpa^i^^lMie af dftctniake 
min'dretAl, sotn de tidligere 
har praktiseretx. 

Tusind&rsrige 

l^libaneme egen opskrift 
pA, hvordan landets krise 
afcal tases, har - lige aiden be- 

veegelsen sprang md pi den 
afghanake scene for to Ar si- 
den - v«r«t mllit»r. 

Udapranget af de mangfol- 
dige religiase skoler i Paki- 
stan, aom huaer flere millio- 
nei* aii^anake flygtninge, har 
studantrnmUitMn flmMt at 
markedaftre «t ialamisk tu- 
aindimige uden konruption, 
opiumshandel, magtliderlige 
IvitalMrrer, - landevejaraveri- 
' er, krig og fatUgdom. 

Fbr Dare at ncevne nogle af 
Afghaniatana mange plager. 

Og det er ifalge HAkan Jo- 
■efaaon stort aet^^liliiedes. 

•I de omrider, abm taliba- 
neme har erobret, er befolk- 
ningens situation belt aikkert 
blevet bedre. Smigangsteme, 
de kriminelle og gevcereme er 
i hvert fald vaek. Og der er 
fred, hvilket folk selvftlgelig 
er meget glade for«, siger han. 

■ Pi den anden aide har tali- 
baneme indf0rt en lang nek- 
ke meget atrikte sodale regler 
A la den fameevnte ordre til 
mnndene om at lade sksgget 
gro, som profeten Muhammed 
gjorde, ti\ kvindeme om at 
dsskke sivel krop som anaigt, 
nir de viaer aig offentligt. 

Oprii d« moMUm Mun^a- 
•traffo er blevet indiiirt med 
ofTentlige piskning og ampu- 
teiing af fingre og heender, U- 
gesom tv og skolegang for pi- 
ger generelt er blevet forbudt. 

Mange af regleme har 
vasret i bmg de sidste mange 
Arhundrede i de hovedaage- 
ligt pashtunske omrider af 
Afghaniatan, som talibaneme 
hidtil har erobret. Og sand- 
synligvis veeret medvirkende 
til, at befolkningen har m0dt 
talibaneme med maget ringa 
modatand. 

Om det eentrale og nordlige 
Afghanistan vil modtage dem 
nMd atema Itboe «■ 
imidlertid uviat. Sikkert er'j 
det dog, at bide Rabbanis ■ 
stjnrker i Kabul og den usbeki- 
ske krigsherre Rashid Dos- 
tum, aom kontroilerer den 
nordlige del af landet om- 
kring byeme Mazar aah-Sha- 
rif, vil yde al tsnkelig. mod- 
atand, nir de ialamiaka tuain- 
dirakrigere fbr alvor bealut- 
t*r nil; wr nl alft til. 





Dostums haer er 
Afghanistans nye helte 



Den usbekiske 
krigsherre Dostum 
bliver hyldet som 
befrier i de byer, ban 
erobrer fra Taliban- 
militsen - Glemt er 
Dostums tidligere 
stotte til 
kommunisteme 

CHARIKAR 

Af JEAK-PIERRE PERRIN 
Libtratiotts udaendte 
tjtedarbejder 

Fra den ene dag til den anden 
er banditteme blevet forvand- 
let tiJ helte. Efler at have over- 
skredet Salang-passet for at 
deltage i kampene om den 
strategisk vigtige Bagram-fly- 

Abdul Rashid Dostums usbe- 
kiske krigere kommet til at 
fremsti som redningsmsnd 
for den lokale befoUcning. Tid- 
ligere blev de &y0tit for deres 
grusomhed. 

I Charikar - den sidste 
starre by for Kabul - stivm- 
mer msndene ud j^ga^^for 
at hylde dem p& deres videre 
vej mod syd. Efter nogle dage 
under "Riliban-militsena her- 
redemme har indbyggeme her 
i slettelandet glemt de af- 
brsendte marker, som Do- 
stums soldater efterlod sig, da 
deres herre ^ente den kom- 
ratmi^ks' {wsBsideat ^^i- 
buUah. 

Hsengende omkring timet 
p& deres kampvogne eller stu- 
vet sammen p5 Sbne lastbiler 
trods kulden og sneen, som al- 
lerede har indftmdet sig i Sal- 
ang-passet, passerer Dostums 
soldater forbi. De udstrSler en 



moral, som man sjeeldent fin- 
der hos deres allierede i kom- 
mandant Massouds hcer 

Det var ganske vist Mas- 
soud, der tilfajede talibaneme 
deres ferste nederlag for et par 
uger siden — netop i en af de 
am& dale nord for Charikar. 
Her Ugg^ endnu vra{^^ -t^ 
sovjetiske kampvogne, Au 
kan man ogs& i bunden af klof- 
teme se de forkullede rester af 
lastbiler og pansrede mand- 
skabsvogne, som de nye herrer 
i Kabul har mdttet efterlade. 
Rundt omkring ligger ligene af 
soldater, som ingen tsenker pi 
atb^rave. 

Paiyshirs l0ve * 

Det st&r imidlertid fast, at 
Massoud - med tilnavnet 
•Panjshirs Lave - pi ny ville 
have vaeret i defensiven, hvis 
ikke han havde fSet hiselp af 
Dostums styrker. I den snsvre 
kl0ft, d^ iSFer ind i dm be^ 
r«mte Panjshir-dal, var han 
nedt til at beordre et stykke af 
bjergsiden sprsengt i luiten, b& 
nedfaldne klippestykker kim- 



ne standse talibanemes irem- 
lykning. 

Denne spraengning - som 
ogsk forhindrer dalens indbyg- 
gere i at transportere de land- 
brugsvarer, de lever af, frem til 
markedeme - er et godt ud- 
tryk for den frygt, der har gre- 
b^ M^uMm^ taUbwinE^ 

Alliancen med Dostum har 
kostet ham dyrt, og det er kun 
n0dtvtmgent, han har indgSet 
den, indr0mmer ha -ns sekre- 
taer, dr. Abdullah. Det var 
svsert for den fundamentali- 
stiske muslim at slutte sig 
sanunen med en gudl08 laand, 
som har ry for at di^Odte ttet, 
og som ikke fllene har vaeret' 
medlem af den tidligere kom-. 
munistiske ledelse, men sta- 
dig er staerkt anti-islamisk. 

Massoud ville heist selv 
generobre Kabul uden hjaslp 
fra dei>a«-b*^veerlige alliere- 
de, som i forveyflp regerer ene- 
veldigt over ni ^wrinser i den 
nordlige del af Afghanistan. 
Derfor bad han oprindeligt 
blot Dostum cm l^«elp til at 




holde hele frontliiven, sk han 
kunne undgA at sprede sine 
egne tropper. Derefter kunne 
Dostum si IS lov til at forfelge 
talibaneme videre sydp&. 

Men det ser ikke ud til, at 
den tidligere kommunistiske 
krigsherre har i sinde at lade 
-■i^me^Ml^, 'V^^ Maa har 
Tidll$^ siteMScniRitil at ud- 
vide sit eget territorium; £eks. 
er det nu bans folk, der kon- 
troUerer den 2.700 meter lan- 
ge, strateE^ske vigtige Salang- 
timnel. 

Vrede om Taliban 

Det afgorende for indbyg- 
geme! i Charikar et, at taliba- 

'neme bliver 'Slfiet. Overalt i 
byen herer man ikke andet 
end vredesudbrud mod »stu- 
denterae«, fulgt af beretninger 
om utalhge overgreb - be- 
skyldninger, som det er van- 
. skeligt at f& bekrseflet. Det sy- 
ne* dog at l^ge fast, at taliba- 
neme tog gidsler under deres 
retraeta — omkring 200 ifelge 
Masaovids folk. 

Nsesten dagligt bombarde- 
rer talibaneme byen fra deres 
fly, og mange huse stir tomme, 
isser efter at 12 medlemmer af 
dem sanmie familie blev 
drsebt i sidste uge. Men selv 
om en bombe & timer forinden 
er faldet teet ved deres hjem, 
vil to gamle msend, Ha^ji Sa- 
ber og Hadji Walii, ikke falge 
deres familier pi flugten over 
Salang-passel. 

»Vi havde samlet vores ting 
sammen for at tage af sted, 
men da vi si Dostuau soldater 
komme, besluttede vi at blive 
her«, siger de. 

Nfessouds tropper hsevder 
at have taget omkring 600 fan- 
ger under de seneste dages 
kampe. Der har veeret mindst 
6n. massakre; selv dr. Abdullah 
indivmmer, at en lokal leder 



V/tK - Afghanake 
flygtninge fortssetter med at 
flygte vxk fra omridet nord 
for Kabul, hvor dan 
usbekiske krigsherre Abdul 
Rashid Dostum og Massoud 
udkxmper h&rde kampe IRM# 
Tidibaner-militsen, der 
fbrs0ger at holde Kabul. 
I mens fors0ger mstglere at 
fd stablet en vAbenhvile pi 
benene. 

Foto:Reuter/PtUfoto 



ved havn Habib Al^iani, {AOs 
folk havde fanget 75 talibaner, 
henrettede 20 af dem som 
gengsld. 

Fangeme er fordelt p4 flere 
opsamlingscentre inde i Panjs- 
hir-dalen. I girden til et af 
dem ligger en Taliban-kom- 
mandant, der lige er dod af si- 
ne Bi£ Deooikring 100 fanger 
her Uuier en Koran .g& fra 
hind til hind, inden de kryber 
sammen for natten i 6t stort 
rum, hvor en af dem fortseetter 
med at redtere fra den hellige 
bog med monoton stemme. De 
ser ikke ud til at have 1^, 
overlast. 

»Vi beholder dem for at kun- 
ne udveksle dem med nogle af 
vores", fortjeller dr. Abdullah. 

Massoud er den bedste 

1 et hj0me ligger en halv 
snes sirede krigsfanger, som 
efler flere dage endnu ikke er 
kommet under Isgebehand- 
ling. Deres tilstand er for&erd- 
ende. 

Der er ogsi nogle fi pakis- 
tanske fanger, som bliver 
holdt adskilt fi-a de andre. De 
bliver prsesenteret som med- 
lemmer af den pakistanske 
sikkerhedstjeneste, men de 
ligner mere nogle stakler, der 
er blevet forledt til at deltage i 

ikke belt har forstiet. 

Pi tilbagevejen til Kabul 
ser vi endnu en konvoj af Do- 
stums styrker, og igen fir man 
et stterkt indtryk af disdplin. 

»Han er den eneste, der har 
skabt en rigtig haer i Afghanis- 
tan*, siger dr. Abdullah - en 
stor kompliment fra en af 
Massouds folk. 

© 1996 Liberation & Informa- 
tion. 



Det er folk, man kan tale 




\ Talibanernes 
magtovertagelse i 
A fghani stan er ikke 
nogen katastrofe, 
mener eksperteme. 
Nir forst dagiigdagen 
indfinder sig, vil de 
moderere deres 
utopiske ideer 

Af CHARLOTTE AAGAARD 

Alghanistans nye magthave- 
re. talibaneme, hcrer til yer- 
mest radikale islamiske 
bevaegelser. FVa ferste dag har 
de irdfort islamiske shari'a- 
straffe med haengiiing for 
mard, stening for utroskab, 
amputering af bsnder og fod- 
der for tyveri og offentlig pisk- 
r^W>g for diikkeri. 
- Der ud over cr Kabxils kvin- 
der blevt beordret til kun at g4 
iidenders ifort den traditionel- 
ie aihaxiske burqa, en ankel- 
lang klaedning, der ogsi dsk- 
ker ojne og ansigt. 

Maendene bar p4 deres side 
faet besked p& at lade skaeg- 
get gro, som profeten Muham- 
med gjorde det, tv-stationen i 
byen er blevet lukket pi ube- 



stemt tid og overalt i byen bli- 
ver kasetteb&nd med »uisla- 
mialc musiko inddraget. 

Trods de ultrakonservativc 
leveregiex; som de rabiate stu- 
denter-krigere bar tnikket 
ned over bovedet pA Kabula 
befolkning, mener eksperter- 
ne imidlertid ikke, at taliba- 
nernes magtovertagelse er en 
katastrofe for Afghanistan- 
Fred cr vigtigst 

-For den dmindelige adgha- 
ner er der ingen tvjvl om, at 
det vigtigste er at fS fred. Alt 
andet er sekundaert-, siger 
Hikan Josefsson fira den 
Svenske Afghanistan Komiti, 
der i drevis har bait et omfot- 
tende hjaelpeprogram i Afgha- 
nistan og har et indgiende 
kendskab til landet, befolk- 
ningen og kulturen. 

•For de fleste afghaneme 
betyder de strikte leveregler 
ilflcp store aendringer i deres 
levevis, men det er klart, at 
isar for kvindeme i Kabiil 
kan den naermeste fremtid 
blive ganske traumatisk«, si- 
ger han. 

Den samme vurdering an- 
laegger Asger Christenseij, 
tidligere leder af Do/is* Flygt- 
ningehjxlps succesfulde pro- 
jekt for afghanske flygtninge i 



Pakistan, DAKAAR og nu- 
vaerende konsulent i Verdens- 
banken. 

"Afghaneme har levet un- 
der katastrofale forhold siden 
1978, da Sovjetunionen inva- 
derede landet og kastede det 
ud i borgerkrig*, siger han. 

»Dct afgBrende er nu, om 
talibaneme kan skabe fred i 
hele landet. Hvad angiir deres 
indforsel af shari'a og strikte 
sodale regler er det vigtigt at 
forsti, at det talibaneme for- 
soger at udbrede er landsby- 
islam, som den har vasret 
praktiseret i ^hundreder. Og 
som den stadig praksiseres 
uden for storbyeme«, siger As- 
ger Christensen. 

•I bycme og isaer i Kabul vil 
de nye toner uden tvivl blive 
opfattet som et overgreb p& 
den individuelle frihed, men 
alle de afghanske partier hrx 
shari'a p4 programmet, og 
den afsatte premierminister 
Hekmatyar forbod sa sent 
som i sommers film i §emsy- 
net-, siger Asger Christensen. 

Usikker fremtid 

Efter overtagelsen af Kabul 
forbod talibaneme i forste om- 
gang kvinder at aibejde, men 
allerede tirsdag ophaevede de 
forbudet, efter erkendelse af. 



at det ville skabe uoverskueli- 
ge problemer. 

Over 70 procent af laereme i 
Kabul er kvinder, og allerede 
efier & dage var situationen 
p& byvna hospitaler blevet ka- 
otisk, fordi en stor del af 
laegeroe o^g sygeplejerskeme 
ogs& er kvinder. 
. Samtidig har Kabul efter 23 
ars krig mindst 25.000 enker, 
der er eneforsargere i deres fa- 
milier og nu ude af stand til at 
arbejde. 

Positive erfaringer 

Hikan Jose£sson og Asger 
Christensen er exiige om, at 
mullaheme i det hele taget vil 
vsere nodt til at rcvidere deres 
rabiate id6er for at & landet 
til at iungere. 

•Vores erfaringer siger os, 
at det er folk, man kan tale 
med, siger HAkan Josefsson. 

»I Ghazni-provinsen syd for 
Kabul, som talibanene har 
kontrolleret i mere end 6t ii, 
er pigeme kommet tilbage pi 
skolebaenken, efter vi har for- 
handlet med Tediban-leder- 
nes fortaeller han. 

»Vi har haft store diskussio- 
ner de intemationale l^ael- 
peorganisationer imellem, om 
bvilke krav vi skulle stille til 
talibaneme, og i Ghami har 



vores pres giver resultater. 
Den aommA udvikling tror jeg, 
vi vil se i resten af landet". 

En lignende historic fortael- 
ler Asger Christensen fra 
Kandahar, det sydlige Afgha- 
nistans vigtigste by. 

Indtil erobringen af Kabul i 
sidste uge fungerede Kanda- 
har som talibanernes politi- 
dce og administrative hoved- 
kvarter og var fira starten un- 
derlagt de samme adfsrds- 
regler, som nu gaelder i Kabul. 
D^ tilfptj pt et generelt forbud 
mod kvinder i bazaren. 

•Resultatet var, at de hand- 
lendes indtaegter styrtdykke- 
de og efter ophidsede prote- 
ster blev talibaneme nedt til 
at opgive forbudet-, forta&Uer 
han. 

»Det kan godt v«re taliba- 
neme politisk set er noget na- 
ive. Men de bojer sig for pres«. 

Internationalt ansvar 

Meget afhaenger imidlertid 
af om de udenlandske bi- 
standsorgansiationer kan st& 
sammen over for Aij^xanis- 
tans nye magthavere og fleks. 
enes om at kreeve, at piger 
over hele landet fir lav at ud- 
danne sig. 

B&de Jose&son og Chri- 
stensen mener, at det bar 



vaere et klart krav, hvis det in 
temationale hjaelpeorganisa- 
tioner skal involveres i er. 
genopbygning af det total; 
•delagte land. 

En sidan genopbygninp 
kommer imidlertid ikke pa ta- 
le, for der har vxret fred i he 
le landet et stykke tid. vurde- 
rer de. 

•Ude pi landet kan genop- 
bygningen selvfolgelig fort- 
saette. Men det er p& landsby- 
plan, hvor hver enkelt flygt- 
ningefamilie fSr hjaelp til at 
genopbygge deres hus og gen- 
optage dyrkningen af deres 
jord«, siger Josefeson. 

•Men de store projekter; ge- 
netablering af vejnettet, elfor- 
syningen og anden infra- 
stmktoir vil det vare et godt 
stykke tid. for vi kan ga i gang 
med«. 

Asger Christensen mener, 
at talibaneme nok skal indse, 
at Afghanistan fSir god brug 
for kvindeme p& alle samfun- 
dets niveauer, hvis landet skal 
rejsesigaf asken. 

•En m^et stor del af den 
afghanske intelligensia befin- 
der sig jo i IsheQ eller Canada, 
og mai det styre, talibanene 
Isegger op til, vender de naep- 
pe hjem igen forelobig*, siger 
han. 
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A5^ianistans nye 
islamiske ledere vil 
bringe landet tilbage 
tild^m0rke 
middelalder, siger J 
EmmaBonifo ^[fC-ib 

'De njB rertriktite^ Vrrt, der 



kvinder lader sig ikke kue 



Trods den afghanske 
studenter-milits 
forbud mod at 
kvinder arbejder, er 
de fleste kvinder i 
Kabul igen vendt 
tilbage til deres job 

KABUL 

Af TIM JOHNSTON 
Reuters korrespondent 

I g^en til et bygningskom- 
pleks i Kabuls centrum er 250 
kvinder travlt beskaeftiget 
med at vaeve taepper og klae- 
destoffer, selv om byens nye 
Taliban-myndigheder har be- 
ordret alle kvinder til at holde 
sig hjemme. 



»Da talibaneme kom til Ka- 
bul, lukkede projektet i to da- 
ge-, fortaeller en af de mandli- 
ge vaerkforere, SoUh Moham- 
med. -Men si opsogte nogie af 
kvindeme dem og bad om til- 
ladelse til at 4bne det igen«. 

•Jeg havde et brev med, 
som adle de andre havde sat 
deres tommelfingeraftryk pi-, 
siger Nasiam, en af de kvin- 
der, der henvendte sig til de 
strengt religiose talibaner. 

»Jeg fortalte dem, at vi er 
meget fattige, og at vi ikke 
har maend, der kan tjene pen- 
ge til OS. Jeg fortalte dem, at 
hvis de lukkede projektet, 
mitte de give os mad, og sa 
sagde jeg, at vi ville gi pi ar- 
bejde, uanset om de gav os til- 
ladelsen eller ej«. 

»Efter to-tre besog gav de 
OS et brev, hvor der stod, at vi 



kunne fortsaette-, siger hun 
med et smil. 

De fleste af kvindeme er 
enker, og de aurbejder pi et ud- 
dannelsesprojekt, som dels fi- 
nansieres af FN^s Verdensf(»- 
devareprogram (WFP), dels 
af indtaegteme &^ salget af 
deres pr«i\ikter Da Taiiban- 
militsen rykkede ind i Kabxil 
27. September, forbod de byens 
kvinder at forlade hjemimet 
uden at baere den traditionelle 
burqa, der daekker bide krop 
og ansigt med kun en smal 
strimmei gaze til at se ud gen- 
nem. 

Solih Mohammed siger, at 
der har vaeret god a&setning 
pi projektets turbanstof siden 
talibanemes magtovertagelse. 

Ingen af kvindeme har bur- 
qaen pi, mens de arbejder - de 
tager den af^ sa snart de kom- 



mer ind pi projektets omrade. 
Den 30-arige Chiqeba, der er 
ifort en sort-red kjole med for- 
gyldte knapper og et lyst tark- 
laede, fortaeller, at hun en af de 
forste dage blev gennemban- 
ket, fordi hun ikke var passen- 
de piklaedt 

-Nogle talibaner trak mig 
ud af en bus og slog mig«, siger 
hun. »Det kostede mig 500.000 
afj^iani (knap 200 kr) at kcbe 
en burqa, og jeg var n«>dt til at 
saelge et par oreringe for at 
skalfe pengene«. 

Hun fir udleveret 200.000 
qf ghftni (ca. 75 kr.) Og en ration 
hvedemel om mineden, mens 
hun laerer at vaeve patous, det 
taeppelignende stof^ som de fle- 
ste af^ianske maend bruger i 
stedet for overtoj. 

Den 19-irige Razia, der 
studerede og havde et del- 



tidsjob som laegesekretasr, 
indtil talibaneme lukkede 
hendes uddannelsessted, for- 
taeller, at hendes len pi pro- 
jektet er famiUens eneste ind- 
tfiegt. 

»Min fiar blev meldt savnet 
under krigen, T^i" mor blev 
siret under et raketangreb, og 
min bror og sister er for sma 
til at arbejde*, siger hun. 

Uddannelsesprqjektet er 
blot 6t eksempel pi, at taliba- 
neme lidt eft«r Udt modererer 
deres holdning — men ikke de- 
res sprt^rug - med hensyn 
til kvinders arbejde. 

Mange af de kvindeUge 
medarbejdere hos nddhjaelps- 
organisationeme i Kabul er 
ogsi vendt tilbage til deres job 
med talibanemes stiltiende 
godkendelse. Desuden har ta- 
libaneme givet nogle kvinde- 



lige laeger og sygeplejersker 
lov til at genoptage arbejdet, 
hvis de overholder en raekke 
strenge forskrifter. 

Men mange kvinder mi sta- 
dig undvsere deres indtaegt. 

•For en mined siden under- 
viste jeg i htteratur pi et gym- 
nasium*, siger en burqa- 
klaedt kvinde, der stir pi en 
gade og beder forbipasserende 
om penge. -Nu er jeg tigger. 
Fortael verden, at vi ikke kan 
overleve pi den mide*. 

Selv blandt de fi kvinder, 
der arbejder, er talibanemes 
styre ikke populaert. 

»Jeg er ikke glad for, at de 
er kommet, for de ensker ikke, 
at vi «>Vfll vaere firie«, siger en 
af projektdeltageme, som 
naegter at opgive sit navn. 

Kabul er en relativt moder- 
ne 0 i det tilbagestiende Af- 
ghanistan, og talibanemes 
puritanske version af islam 
falder ikke i god jord hos fler- 
tallet af indbyggeme. 

Pi grund af de mange 
maend, der er faldet i krigen 
eller af forskellige grunde ik- 
ke stir til ridighed for ar- 
bejdsmarkedet, hzir kvindeme 
overtaget en vigtig rolle i by- 
ens liv, selv om der ikke er tra- 
dition for, at de arbejder ude. 

Pa uddannelsesprcgektet 
sidder kvindeme ved deres 
vave i girden, beskyttet mod 
efterirssolen af 

presenninger. 
De ler og kigger ugenert pa 
udJasndingen, der stiller dem 
sp«rgsmil. De lader sig ikke 
kue af talibaneme. 




UNDGIt PRES - En ThHban-nlilitsmmidjumrtr iigiea^ en 

mens det miliUere pres pi talibanstyret valuer 



■m nieM fi>r kabul s^ndag, 
Polflo/Reuter 



Pakistanske l^esoldater 
hjaelper Taliban-militsen 



Taliban-ledelsen har 
mistet troen pa at de 
kan holde den 
afghanske hovedstad 
uden besvser 

KABUL 

Af LASSe ELLGGAARD 
ttdsendte medarbejder 

I e&T fomkldia^ lettede den 
sidste AriMJa-rutemaskine fra 
Kabuls ramponerede luft- 
havn. Destinationen var Tali- 
ban-militsens hovedby, Kan- 
dhakar, mod syd - hvor lede- 
ren, Mullah Omar, og det me- 
ste af bans s&kaldt »fai^seren- 
de regering" meldes at have 
taget ophold. 

Nu har den afghanske flSde 
af passagerfly ogsS fast ophold 
i Kandhakar. Lerdag blev alle 
udlandsafgange aflyst, og det 
betyder 6n ting; At Taliban-le- 
delsen har mistet tilliden til, 
at de uden besvser kan holde 
Kabul, som blev indtaget i da- 
gene 24.-26. September. 

Senero i lebi-t uf 8Dndagen 
mUxI lu iruRHku dipluinutur pA 
samme landingsbone, og tnp- 



pede af nerv0sitet medens de 
ventede p4 at g& eaberd i 4^ 
FN-fly, der skulle tofte dem til 
Islamabad. Og som i flvrigt fly- 
ves af danskere lira et finna i 
Roskilde. Iraneme var i lighed 
med de sidste russere i Kabul 
udvist af Taliban-regeringen, 
der stattes af Saudi Arabien og 
bide milittert og okonomisk 
bi^es op af IWstm< 

Det sidste hlev bekraeftet i 
gir, da jeg korte op til den sid- 
ste vejspaerring pi vejen til 
Salang-tunnelen mod nord. 
Her ved indkerslen til fironten 
fik jeg udpeget en gran lastbil 
med soldater. De talibanske 
militsfolk talte ibent om, at 
disse soldater var fra Punjab i 
Pakistan, og at de sloges mod 
betaling af »mange penge«. 

Krigslykken vendt 

De seneste dage har Kabul 
svirt-et med ubekrsefte^e ryg- 
ter om forstaerkninger fra 
Punjab - som- led i Pakiatans 
st0tte til det ny styre i Kabul. 

Disse clemcnter - plus det 
faktum at Taliban-militsens 
nsestkommanderende, den 
'fungerende udenrigsminister" 
Mullah Muhammed Ghoue 
Akhund, Htodtu til sine styrkur 
lordag eftermiddag, hvor hon 



ankom til vejspaerringen 12 
km nord ^ Kabul i en svsert 
bevsbnet kortege - tyder pi, 
at krigslykken er vendt. 

Alliancen mellem den tidli- 
gere forsvarschef, Ahmad 
Shah Masood, den tidligere 
Nailjibullah-general, Abdul 
Rashid Dostum, og den shia- 
muslimske milits, Hebz-i-Wa- 
dat, felcv A«dag tantmiket af 
lok^e opstande i landsbyeme 
lige nord for Kabul, som Tali- 
ban-militsen ikke har af- 
vsebnet, selvom de er kendt for 
at vaere loyale overfor Tanjs- 
herdalens Love', Masood. 

De er vsek inden en uge' 

>Der begik Taliban en fej)«, 
som min dianSer tert konsta- 
terede med en kl0en i de nojag- 
tig 14 dage gamle sksgstubbe. 

Udover pibudet til alle 
mtend om at lade sksegget sti 
og alle kyinder om at holde sig 
indend0r8 eller gS totalt til- 
dffikkede, beordrede militsen 
s0ndag moTgen over radioen 
alle msend til at bsre kalot - 
si dales isser er tildaekkede i 
respekt for Allah. Kalot-direk- 
tivet er endnu et eksempel pi, 
at Taliban militsen er usikker 
- OK at don wnHkodc on -kalot- 
raeningsmilingo for at kunne 



konstatere graden af kontrol. 

Den synea dog stadig at 
vsre totfd i hovedstaden, hvor 
rygteme florerer hurtigere 
end klippene i tv's nyheder. Et 
af dem gir ud pi, at unge 
masnd fra isaer Panjsber-omri- 
det, der i dag udger Kabuls nu- 
vaerende overklasse, tvangs- 
udskrives til at gi forrest, nir 
Taliim-milit^en rykker frem 
over minerede omridet. Ryg- 
tet er ikke bekraeftet, ligesom 
jeg ikke har medt nogen, der 
direkte har set kvinder blive 
pisket pi iben gade. Men det 
synes at sti klart at Kabuls 
befolkning er delt i to lejre: 
Den aspirerende middelklasse 
vinder sig under de religi0se 
dekreter, de fattige i yderkyar- 
tereme er tilfiredae med, at 
tilfeeldige roverier Og drab brat 
er ophort. Disse mennesker, 
der ikke har noget forhold til 
Taliban-militsens tv-forbud, 
da de ikke kan se fiemsyn, er- 
klaerer sig tiliiredse. 

AUigevel giver de fleate iagt- 
tagere her ikke studenter-mi- 
litscn mange dage i Kabul. 

-De er vsek inden en uge«, 
sagde en af de fastboende eu- 
ropseere med stor bestemthed. 
SfMirKHmilot cr, om »l)errivl- 
sen- blivur etl fordoi. 
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Sturm 
geerntet 

Die Taliban erobern die Hauptstadt - 
wer steckt hinter den geheimnisvol- 
len Glaubenskriegem? 

Kabul wird nicht fallen", meinten 
Afghanistan-Kenner noch am 
Mitnvoch vergangener Woche: die 
von Bergen umgebene Stadt sei mi- 
litarisch kaum zu erobern. In der Nacht 
von Donnerstag auf Freitag Wurden die 
Experten eines Besseren belehrt. 

Die Taliban, eine islamistische Sam- 
melbewegung. hatten die seit Monaten 
belagerte Hauptstadt eingenommen und 
mit ihr das Machtzentrum des von rival i- 
sierenden Kxiegsherren verwiisteten Lan- 
des. Die Truppen von Prasident Bur- 
hanuddin Rabbani leisteten zuletzt kaum 
noch Widerstand; der Staatschef und sein 
Premier. Gulbuddin Hekmatjar. machten 
sich auf der einzigen noch verbliebenen 
Fiuchtroute gen Norden davon. 

Als erste Amtshandlung mordeten die 
neuen Herrscher einen Mann, der schon 
lange nicht mehr das Sagen hatte in .Af- 
ghanistan: den einstigen Statthalter der 
1989 abeezogenen sowjetischen Besatzer 
in Kabul, Nadschibullah. Bereits 1992 
hatte der Vasall der Kommunisten vor 
den mit pakistanischer Und amerikani- 
scher Geheimdiensthilfe aufgeriisteten 
afghanischen Befreiungskriegern kapitu- 
liert. Im Luftschutzkeller eines Uno-Ge- 
baudcs iibcrlebte er fortan samtliche 
Schlachtcn um Kabul. Doch als seine 
Bewacher die Hauptstadt raumten. uber- 
lieBen sie ihn seinem Schicksal; seine 
Hilferufe, iiber ein Kurzwellenradio aus- 
gesandt, blieben unbeantworret. 

Demonstrativ stellten die Taliban den 
Leichnam des einstigen Gevvaltherr- 
schcrs vor dem verlasscncn Prasidentcn- 
palast zur Schau - aufgchangt an cincr 
Bctonplanform fiir Vcrkchrspolizisten, 
als Wamung und Symbol fiir das Ende al- 
ler Fremdherrschaft. ..Afghanistan ist das 
gemeinsame Haus aller Afghanen". hieB 
die iiber Radio Kabul verbreitete Bot- 
schaft der Eroberer, die jetzt drei Viertel 
des Landcs beherrschcn; nur im Norden 
halt der Usbeken-Gcncral Dostam noch 
cin zusammcnhangcndcs Gebict. Der 
Verlautbarung folgten Verse aus dem 
Koran. 

Noch vor zv,'ei Jahren waren die Tali- 
ban (..Schuler") unbekannt. Ende 1994 
startete die mysteriose Gruppe von meist 
jugcndlichcn Glaubenskriegem aus dem 
Volk der Paschtuncn ihrcn crstcn Feld- 




Talibankampfer vor Kabul: Ausbiidung von pakistanischen Isiamisten flnanziert 



zug. ,.Korrupte Fiihrer" in den Reihen 
ihrer afghanischen Landsleute kniipften 
sie an den Geschiitzrohren von Panzern 
auf. Schnell eroberten sie die sudliche 
Provinzhauptstadt Kandahar, scheiterten 
damals aber noch vor Kabul. 

Begonnen hat ihre Offensive im Nach-jl 
barland: Die meisten der fundamentali-j 
stischen Milizionare uoirden in den Ko-1 
ranschulen Pakisians ausgebildet. Dort|! 
studierten sie neben dem \\t)rt Allahs of-j 
fenbar auch die Handhabung von Pan-| 
zern, Raketeniimfern und Schnellfeuer- \ 
gevvehren. 

Wenige Tage vor seiner Flucht glaubte 
.Afghanistans Staatsprasident Rabbani 
cndlich die dirckte Einmischung Paki- 
stans in den Biirgerkrieg beweisen zu 
konnen: Eine gegnerische Trinsportma- 
schine war nach Kabul entfiihrt worden. 
An Bord der Antonow 12 soUen sich ne- 




Staatschef Nadschibullah (1991) 

Demonstrativ hingerichtet 



ben 32 TalibankampfernJ'_pakistanische 
Mjlitars_ befunden haben.' ^rPalcistans ;. 
Aggression hat die Form einer Invasion 
angenommen", emporte sich Kabuls 
AuBenminister gegeniiber dem Weltsi- j\ 
cherheitsrat. 1 

Die pakistanische Premierministerin 
Benazir Bhutto bestreitet, die Taliban 
militarisch xinterstiitzt zu haben. Die 
meisten der miliranten Fundamentalisten 
erhielten ihre Ausbiidung jedoch nac.h- 
weislich in Medressen. die von einer 
pakistanischen Islamistenpartei flnan- 
ziert warden. Deren Chef is: ~3ef 
langjahrige Verbiindete Bhuao.s und \br- 
sitzende des auswartigen .Ausschusses in 
Islamabad. Fazul Rahman. 

Ohnc frcmdc Hilfc hatten die Taliban 
schwerlich zur derzeit schlagkraftigsten 
Armee der Region werden konnen. 
Kaum ein Jahr nach der Eroberung Kan- 
dahars hatten sie einen der machtigsten 
Kriegsherm im Westen des Landes. Is- 
mael Khan von Herat, in die Flucht ge- 
schlagcn und damit Rabbanis Koopcrati- 
on mit scincn wichtigsten Vcrbiindcten in 
Iran erschwcrt. Ganze 15 Tage brauchtcn 
sie jetzt, nach dem Fall Dschalalabads, 
der einstigen Winterresidenz afghani- 
scher Konige, fiir ihren Vormarsch von 
Osten durch die Kabulschlucht in die 
Hauptstadt. 

Die Ausschaltung der bisherigen 
Kricgshcrrcn kommt Pakistans Intercs- 
scn cntgcgen. Mit dem Zusammcnbruch 
der Sowjemnion haben die Handelsrou- 
ten durch .Afghanistan in die zentralasia- 
tischen Republiken an strategischer wie 
wirtschaftlicher Bedeutung gewonnen. 
Seit langem ist _die Einfuhr von Erdgas 
"ausTufk mcnistan g eplant: dfc Gasleirung 
soll'qucr durch afghanisdfics Tcrritorium 
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»Falin und Bondarenko stand das 
blanke Entsetzen in den Gesichtern, 
als Gorbatschow berichtete, was wir 
beide besprochen hatten.« 

urn ersten Mai legt Bimdeskanzler Helmut Kohl aus- 
^ fuhrlich dariiber Zeugnis ab, wie m mx Wiederverei- 
nigung Dewtechlands kam. Ich wollteDeittschlands Emheit- 
das ist der ganz personliche Bericht des Kanzlers iiber jene 
dramatischen Ereignisse des Jahres 1989/90, entstandm 
in langen Gesprachen mit 
dm Joumalisten Kai 
Diekmann und Ralf - 
Georg Reuth, denen 
zugieich Einblick in 
bisher unveroffent- 
lichte Dokumente ee- 
wanrt wurde. 



488 Seiten, 
32 Seiten s/w- 
ungen, Leinen 
DM48,- 
1-549-05597^ 



Helmut 
Kohl 

Ich wollte 
Deutschlands 

EiNHEIT 




Dabcesteut 

vox KaI OtEKMA.1.N CND 

Rau Ceorc Reltii 



Propyia£.n 



Propylaen 
Verlag 



1 




186 DER SPIEGEL 40/1996 



verlaufen. In Usbekistan. das im Norden 
an Afghanistan angrenzt, befindet sich 
die reichste Goldmine der Welt; Tadschi- 
kistan im Nordosten birgt das groCte 
bekannte Silbervorkommen; und in 
Kasachstan wird ein Vienel des giobalen 
Erdolvorkommens vermutet. 

So betonte ein Sprecher des pakistani- 
schen AuBenministeriums denn auch am 
Donnerstag vergangener Woche: ..Wir 
sind an einer Regienjng interessiert. die 
ganz Afghanistan kontroliien." Eigene 
I Miiitars jedoch habe man zu diesem 
Zweck nicht entsandt. Die Pakistaner. die 
sich an Bord der entfuhnen Antonow be- 
tunden hatten. seien vermutlich Religi- 
onsfvihrer gewesen. 

Doch ..wer Wind sat. wird Sturm em- 
ten". heiCi ein pakistanisches Sprichwort. 
Die Jaliban. denen auch die Amerikaner 
zunachst wohlwoUend gegeniiberstan- 
den. weil sie Mohnfelder abbramiten und 
den EinfluB Teherans auf Afghanistan 
minderten, haben sich langst verselbstan- 
digt. Alles spricht dafiir. dafl sie ein tota- 
iitares Regime errichten werden. das in 
seiner Rigiditat selbst das der iranischen 
Mullahs in den Schatten stellen durfte 
(SPIEGEL 12/1995}. 

Unter dem Vorvvand, einen ..reinen is- 
lamischen Staat" anzustreben. haben die 
..Gottgesandten" in Herat, Kandahar und 
Dschalalabad schon jetzT jene Ordnuna 
erzwungen, die sie fiir gongewollt halter^ 
Sie amputieren Dieben Hande und FiiBe, 
zwingen Manner dazu, Barte zu tragen 
und in den Moscheen zu beten; sie zer- 
storen Kulturdenkmaler, weil diese an- 
geblich der Gotzenverehrung dienen. Sie 
schlossen samtliche .Madchenschuien: 
Frauen durfen nicht mehr ohne mannli- 
che Begleitung auf die StraBe gehen. 
Auch der Opiumhandel florien" nach • 
jiingsten Berichten des Drogenkontroll- ,1 
programms der Vcreinten Nationcn wie- 1\ 
der; auBer mit Zuschussen aus Pakistan i - 
wurde der Sturm auf Kabul wohl vori. 
allem mit Rauschgiftgeldem finanzien. 

Wegen der Entrechtung von Frauen 
sah sich .L'nicef inzu-ischen gezwungen. 
samtliche Hiifsprogramme im Taliban- 
Gebiet einzustellen. ..Fur uns Frauen gibt 
cs kcine Zukunff. meint eine Apothekc- 
rin in Kabul. ..Wir werden lebendia bc- 
graben." 

Eine kurzeZeit lang hane die Bevolke- 
rung Hoffnung geschopft: Der von alien 
respektierte, 1973 gesrurzte Konig Zahir 
Shah hatte Mine September seine'Ruck- 
kehraus dem itaiienischen Exil angekiin- 
digt. Selbst die Taliban lieBen verTauten. 
der Sljahrige Monarch sci als Integra- 
tionsfigur willkommen. Doch bcrcits 
wenige Stunden nach seinem Einzug in j 
Kabul zerstone der neue Herrscher von i 
Afghanistan. Mullah Mohammad Omar, 
die Illusion: Er stellte seine eiaenc 
Regierung auf und forderte deren inter- 
nationale Ancrkcnnung. Pakistan deutete 
bcreits seine Bercitschaft dazu an. 
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Die Taliban ubernehmen die Maclit in Kabul und 
erklaren Afghanistan zu einem strikt islamischen Staat 

Leben und Eigentum der Hauptstadtbewohner sollen garantiert werden / Kaum Widerstand der Regierung 



KABUL, 27. September (Reuter/AFP/ 
dpa). Die Taliban-Miliz hat am Freitag die 
Macht in der afghanischen Hauptstadt 
Kabul ubemommen und das Land zu ei- 
nem strikt islamischen Staat erklart. Zu- 
Uem setzte Taliban-Chef Mullah Moham- 
mad Omar eine Obergangsregierung ein. 
Der ebemalige Prasident Najibullah und 
scifl Bruder Schapur Ahmadsai wurden 
hingerichtet. Ihre Leichen hingen vor dem 
Prasidentenpalast. Afghanistans Botschaf- 
tcr in Indien sagte, der vertriebene Prasi- 
dent Rabbani und Milglieder seiner Regie- 
rung hielten sich etwa 25 KitoWWiW liord- 
lich von Kabul auf. 

In einer von dem Afghanischen Islami- 
schen Pressc-Nachrichtendienst (AlP) ver- 
brcitetcn Erklarung Omars hieB es, Afgha- 
nistan sei ein islamischcr Staat, in dem ein 
umfassendes islamisches System durchge- 
setzt werde. Zum Vorsitzenden des sechs- 
kopfigen regierenden Obergangsrates habc 
er seinen Stellvertreter Mullah Moham- 
mad Rabbani emannt. Die Biirger Kabuls 
soliten zu Hause bleiben, und diejenigen, 
die die Stadt veriassen hatten, zuruckkeh- 
ren. Lebcn und Eigentum der Kabuler 
wurden garantiert. AlP meldete, Omar 
habe alle afghanischen Botschafter ange- 
wiesen, ihre Tatigkeit auszusetzen und kei- 
ne Regierangsgelder auszugeben. 

Die Taliwrn-Truppcn waren in der 
Nacht ium Freitag mil Panzcrn und Bo- 
dcntruppcn von Westen, Osten und Siiden 
in die Stadt eingedrungcn. Sie stieBen 
kaum auf Widerstand. Die Regierungs- 
truppen hatten Kabul Stunden zuvor ver- 
iassen. Augcnzeugcn bcrichtetcn. Panzer, 
Artillerie und Laslwagen voll Soldaten 
haitcn sich in Richtung Nordcn abgesetzt. 
Der stcllvcrtretcndc afghanische AuBenmi- 
nislcr Adbul Rahim Ghafoorsai sagte in 
New York kurz vor dem Fall Kabuls, die 
Regierung habe einen „strategischen 
Ruckzug" gcplant gchabt, urn 0^«r wier 
der Zivilbevolkcrung zu vermeiden. Nach 
Angaben des Internationalen Komitees 



vom Roten Kreuz (IKRK) wurten bei den 
zweitagigen Kampfen um Kabul Hunderte 

Menschen getotet. 

Der afghanische Botschafter in Indien. 
Masud Chalili, sagte in Neu-Delhi, Rab- • 
banis Regierung kontrolliere noch 13 der 
31 Provinzen Afghanistans. Regierungs- 
truppen hielten den 50 Kilometer von Ka- 
bul gelegenen Luftwaffenstiitzpunkt Ba- 
gram. Taliban-Kommandeure sagten hin- 
gegen in Kabul, ihre Truppen hatten so- 
wohl diese Basis als auch den Kabuler 
Flughafen unweit der Stadt eingcnommcn. 

Am Freitag war es in Kabul relativ ru- 
hig. Zivilisten gingen am Morgen durch 
die StraBen, wo Taliban-Milizionare an 
Kontrollpunkte und Kreuzungen Stellung 
bezogen hatten. Vor dem Prasidentenpa- 
last, wo die Leichen Nadjibullahs und des- 
sen Bruders hingen, versammelten sich 
mehr als 1000 Menschen. Ein Taliban- 
Kommafideur sagte, der kommunistische 
ehemalige Prasident sei hingerichtet wor- 
den, da er in seiner Amtszeit gemordet 
habe. Najibullah hatte hach seinem Ruck- 
tritt etwa viereinhalb Jahre auf dem UN- 
Geliinde in Kabul gelcbt. 

Der UN-Gesandte fiir Afghanistan, 
HoU, hat sich am Freitag „tief bestiirzt" 
iiber die Ermordung Najibullahs und sei- 
nes Bruders gezeigt. Holl appellierte in Pa- 
kistans Hauptstadt Islamabad, an die Mi- 
liz, das Leben der beiden verbleibenden 
Begleiter Najibullahs zu schonen. Holl zu- 
folge wurden der ehemalige Priisidcnt und 
sein Briidcr vom Gelande der UN-Sonder- 
mission in Afghanistan (USMA) am Mor- 
gen von bcwaffneten Mannern ver- 
schleppt. Spater wurden beide in Kabul 
gehenkt. Holl bezeichnete die Entfiihrung 
der beiden und ihrer zwei Begleiter als 
schwere Verletzung der Imfflunitat, die die 
USMA nach intemationalem Recht genie- 
Be. Die tragischen Eteijgnisse weckten 
Zwcifel, ob die Verantwortlichen Vcrsoh- 
nung und Gcrechtigkeit in den von ihnen 
kontrollierten Gebieten.woUten. 



Ein Taliban-Kommandcur sagte. Mili- 
zionare suchten in der Stadl nach Prasi- 
dent Rabbani. Ministerprasident Hekma- 
tyar und Militiirchef Ahmad Schah Ma- 
sud. Ein andcrer Taliban-Befehlshaber 
teilte mit, die Miiiz habe eine Generalam- 
nestie fiir alle Regierungssoldaten erklart. 
die ihre Waffen abgaben. Talifesin -werde , 
keine Rachc iibcn. 

Das Internationale Komitee vom Roten 
Kreuz (IKRK) hat den Einzug der Tali- 
ban-Miliz in der afghanischen Hauptstadt 
Kabul mil dem Fall Phnom Penhs vergU- 
chen. Wie die Roten lOimer seien die Tali- 
ban ruhig in Kafeiit einmarschiert, sagte 
IKRK-Sprecher Stocklin am Freitag in 
Genf. ..Die Stadt ist heule morgen ruhig. 
vieie Menschen sind auf den StraBen, aber 
es herrscht wenig Verkehr", teilte er nach 
einem Gespriich mit IKRK-Mitarbeitern 
mit. Bei der Einnahme von Kabul war es 
am Donnerstag abend stcUenweise zu hef- 
tigen Kampfen zwischen den Taliban und 
Regierungstruppcn gekommen. Dem Spre- 
cher zufolge wurden am Freitag 35 Ver- 
letzte in Krankenhiiusem behandelt, die 
vom IKRK betreul wurden. Eine abschlie- 
Bende Zahl von Verletzten oder Toten lag 
ihm zunachst nichi vor. 

Die Organisation habe von den Taliban 
zugesichert bekommen, am Sonntag einen 
Konvoi mit Hilfsgiitern nach Kabul brin- 
gen zu diirfen. Sie habe auch um cincn ZtJ- 
gang iiber den Luftweg gebeten, ^ 

Das russischc AuBenministeifttm hat 
sich am Freitag bcsorgt iiber die Lage in 
Afghanistan geauBert. ..In RuBland beob- 
achtet man mit Besorgnis die Gefahr die- 
ses Konflikts fur den Frieden in der Welt 
und seinen deslabiliserenden EinfluB auf 
die Lage in der Region". heiBt es in einer 
ofTiziellen Erklarung. RuBland rufe die 
Vereinten Nationcn auf sich als Vermill- 
ler einzuschalten. Als erstes soliten alle 
Kriegsparteicn in Afghanistan das Feuer 
einstellen und es solle jcde Einmischung 
von auQen vermiedcn werden. 



Ein Symbol der verhaBten „Schurawi" 

Der friihere afghanische Staatsprasident Najibullah von den Taliban ermordet 



wgl. FRANKFURT, 27. September. Er 
fand ein Ende. wie es vor ihm schon vielen 
Herrschem in der Region zuteil geworden 
ist; Die Sieger folterten ihn und kaiipftfm 
ihn offentlich auf Schmiihungen durch die 
Volksmenge begleiteten den Vorgang. Ein 
ProzeB gegen ihn. wenn moglich unter Be- 
teiligung einer breiten Offentlichkeit, hatte 
den jetzt siegreich in der afghanischen 
Hauptstadt Kabul eingczogenen Taliban, 
einer mfttierweile schwerbewaffneten 
Truppe aus fruhercn Koranschiilem. of- 
fenbar niemals vorgeschwebt. So erhielt 
Mohammed Najibullah, sechs Jahre lang 
Staatsprasident Afghanistans, keinerlei 
Chance, sich politisch zu rechtfenigen. In 
einem ProzeB hatte er moglicherweise Din- 
ge ans Tageslicht bringen konnen, die al- 
ien am afghanischen Burgerkrieg beteilig- 
ten Gruppen mehr als pcinlich gewesen 
wiiren. Der stiemackige Najibullah (Spitz- 
name: ,.Gau", der Bulle), obschon am Tod 
von Tausendcn seiner Landslcute schuldig, 
ist nur einer von viclcn politischen Gewalt- 
tatern, deren Aktionen das Land am Hin- 
dukusch seit 1978 erschuttert, ja zcrstort 
haben. 

Najibullah war der lelztc iritoient «)r 
dem endgiikigcn Sieg der MudsChaheddin- 
Gruppen fifeer die untcr Moskatjs Kuratel 
stehende Ziintralregierung in Kabul. Eine 
Zeitlang, seit dem Abzug der letzten so- 
wjctischen Truppen im Jahre 1989, hatte 
er noch versucht, ohnc die Russen auszu- 
kommen und seine Macht allcine zu be- 
wahren - vergeblich. Sein Programm einer 
..nationalen Versohnung", das jedoch 
auch seinem Machlerhall dienen soUte, 
war am Widerstand der Mudschaheddin 
gcscheitert. Er war der letzte aus jcner Rei- 
he von afghanischen ..National-Kommu- 
nisten". die, unterstiitzt von der Sowjet- 
union, mit Nur Mohammed Taraki in der 
Saur-Revolution im April des Jahres 1978 
die Herrschaft iibcrnommen hatten. Die- 
scr ..Revolution" vorausgegangen war der 
gcwaltsam verlaufcne Sturz des Prasiden- 
tcn Mohammed Daud, der mit dem afgha- 
nischen Konigshaus verwandt gewesen 
war. Seit Tarakis Tagen, iiber dessen Ri- 
valen Hafizullah Amin (beide starben ei- 
ncs gcwahsamcn Todes) und Babrak Kar- 



mals trostlose Herrschaft zog sich diese 
Kette hin bis zu „Najib" (wie ihn die so- 
wjetische Presse - ohne den Zusatz „A1- 
lah" - geme bezeichnete), der schlieBlich 
im Jahre 1992 rcsignierte. In den Jahren 
1986/87 hatte er Babrak Karmal - es war 
die Ara Gorbatschow in Moskau - an der 
Partei- und Staatsspitze abgeldst. Seine 
Versuche, den Ruch des Kommunisten 
loszuwerden und sich, vor allem nach dem 




Mohammed Najibullah -Foio Sfl»A McNhmee 



Abzug der Russen, als frommer Muslim 
zu zeigen. waren von Anfang an zum 
Scheitem verurteilt gewesen. 

Mohammed Najibullah stammte aus 
der Provinz Paktia, wo er 1947 in eine an- 
gesehene Honoratiorenfamilie des Stam- 
mes der Ahmedzai hineingeboren wurde. 
Er wurde zum Arzt ausgebildet, prakti- 
zierte aber nie, weil er die Politik zu sei- 
nem wichtigsten Betatigungsfeld erkoren 
hatte. Da er sich mit Taraki, einem Intel- 
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lektuellen und Schriftsteller, nicht ver- 
stand und dieser ihm nicht traute, blieb er 
nach dem Saur-Umsturz zunachst im Hin- 
tergrund, wurde unter anderem Botschaf- 
ter in Teheran. Erst nach dem Einmarsch 
sowjetischer Truppen am Hindukusch und 
der Einsetzung Babrak Karmals als deren 
Statthalter schlug Najibullahs Stunde. Er 
wurde Chef des beriichliglen, vom KGB 
unterstiitzten und gepriigtcn Geheimdien- 
stes Khad. In dieser Funklion tat er sich 
als riicksichlsloser ..Siiuberer" hervor. 
denn auch innerhalb der kommunistischen 
Partei des Landes wurde der Streit zwi- 
schen den beiden Fraktionen .„Parcham" 
(Flagge) und „Chalq" (Volk) niemals 
wirklich beigelegt. Hinzu kam die Verfol- 
gung der Gegncr der Revolution und An- 
dersdenkender sowie der Kampf gegen die 
Mudschaheddin-Ghtppen. Der Khad er- 
langie unter der Fuhrang Najibullahs den 
traurigen'Ruf einer systimatischimFolter- 
und Totungs-Organisation. Er selbst iibcr- 
stand zahlreiche Attentatswrsachc und 
Komplotte unversehrt. 

DaB Najibullah ein Paschtune war, hat 
ihm jetzt nicht das Leben gereltet. Fiir die 
mehrheitlich aus Paschtunen bestehenden 
Taliban war maBgebend, daB Najibullah 
auf der Seite der ..schurawi", der verhaB- 
ten Kommunisten und Atheisten. gestan- 
den hatte, mochte er auch, je langer er an 
der Macht war. gcwissc Neigungen zur Di- 
stanz kundgetan haben. Zu den bemer- 
kenswertestcn Ergebnissen des neuen Er- 
folges der Taliban gehort freilich, daB nvit 
ihnen die Pa.schtunen ihre alte Machtslel- 
lung in Afghanistan wieder weitgebend zu- 
riickgewonncn haben. I» Laufe des Bfir- 
gerkrieges waren ate voriibe^head von 
den Persisch sprechenden Tadscliiken, der 
zweitgjo^ Be^olkerungsgruppe des 
LandfeS. ifi den Schatlen gestellt worden. 
Die Machtkampfe in Afghanistan sind 
ohne Beriicksichtigung der ethnischen und 
stammesmaBigen Gegebenheiten ebenso- 
wenig zu verstehen wie ohne Kenntnis der 
Rivalitaten zwischen Sunniten und der 
schiilischen Minderheit. Die Taliban ver- 
stehen sich als Sunniten strengster Obser- 
vanz und haben jetzt in Kabul ttoeit «isla- 
mischen Staat" proklamiert. 





AFGHANISTAN 



Koran und Drogen 



l^ixtiiii die USA die Taliban-Begienmg vorsiditig 
positiv einschatzen. Und wamm Rufiland sie ablehnt 
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■ DIE TAUBAN feiern 
fhfen Sieg mit einem 
girlandengeschmuckten 
Panzer vor dem Prasiden- 
tenpalast in Kabul 
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^^"^ WANKELMUT MSE KONiGSMACHER 

Der usbekische Kriegsherr Abdul Raschid Do- 
stum, 41, kontrolliert sechs nordiiche Provin- 
zen. Seine etwa 40 000 Mann starke Ituppe 
hat sich am Salang-Tunnei verschanzt. Der Us- 

beke sandte eine Verhandlungsdelegation zu 
den T aliban nach Kabul. In der Vergangenheit 
; er haufig die Fronten gewechselt: Erst 
iterstutzte er Prasident Nadschibullah, 
ann Massud und meist sieh seS)$t 

dtrngwrnite nach Zentraiasien 





IMETAUBAIil-BEWlCUilC 

Die Taliban (Plural von .Tallb*, dL .Student") 
wurden 1994 in Kandahar gegrundet. Ihr Fuh- 
rer, Mullah Muhammad Omar, 32, wurde im 
April 1996 von 1000 muslimischen Geistlichen 
zum ,Emir' (Befehlshaber der Glaubigen) ge- 
wahtt. Die Nummer zwei der Taliban ist Mullah 
Muhammad Rabbani, der nach dem Fail von Ka- 
bul zum PremiemiMstw t^mannt wurde und ei- 
nem i^in^ vicm sechs MUii^ voisleM. 

DER KAMERASCHEUE Muhammad Rabbani 
fuhrt die neue Taiiban-R^erung an 
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DER KONIGSPALAST: Die Zerstorung Kabuls ist lu fode « SCHLEITORICHT: Mrt den Taliban 1^ ^ IstonWhfe^setz nach Kabul 



gef urchteten Tsaiandoi-Miliz hatte den 
prosowjetiscaieii PrSsidenten Nadschi- 
bullah jaJirelang militarisch gestutzt 
1 992 aber hatte Dostum die Fronten ge- 
wechselt xmd so Nadsdiibullah zu Fall 
gebracht. Die Taliban beschimpften 
den Usbeken als schlechten Muslim 
imd Kommimist. Jetzt buhlen sie um 
s&joe Unteapstfitzung. 

In einem FOCUS-Interview (Seite 332) 
sagte Mullah Hadsch Miihammad 
Gaus, das fftf AuBenpolitik zustandige 
Mitghed des Taliban-Rats: „^Afe wer- 
den Losimgen finden in Gesprachen 
mit den Kraften des Noidens, die eine 
hohe Achtung vor der laiban-Bewe- 



gung hatten und haben. " Denn die Ta- 
liban brauchen Dostum als Verbunde- 
ten gegen Ahmed Massud, den dritten 
Mann im afghanischen Machtdreieck. 
„V\to haben bescMossen, Massud aus 
dem Pandschir-Tal zu vertreiben" , sag- 
te Schir Mohammad Stanaksai. 

Dostum hat am n6rdiichen Ausgang 
des Salang-Tunnels, an der wichtigsten 
VerbindungsstraBe zu den zentralasiati- 
schen Staaten, in uber 3000 Meter Hd- 
he seine Kampfer zusammengezogen. 

Ein eiskalter Wind blast die Wande 
des Hindukusch hinab auf die Truppen 
imter Generea Tsdiaii ,Die Tefliban 
sind dort unten" , sagt er und -weist mit 



der Hand den Lauf eines Raketenwer- 
fersentlangtalwarts: „WirbeherTschen 
die Hohen. Aber bis jetzt wird noch 
nicht gekampf t. " Der General gibt sich 
moderat: „Wu: woUen nicht kampfen, 
aber wir werden uns verteidigen." Das 
heiBt, sollten die Verhandlungen mit 
den Taliban scheitem, ist Dostum, der 
Herr des Nordens, gerustet. 

General Tschari hat Verstarkung be- 
konmien von Truppen des von den Ta- 
hban aus Kabul vertriebenen Prasiden- 
ten Burhanuddin Rabbani. Der Prasi- 
dent rief per SatellitentelMon aus den 
Bergen im Norden die Welt dazu auf, 
die „unrechtmaBigen Machthaber und 
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LEHNEN DIE TAUBAN AB 

.Soltten die Taliban, die von Paki- 
stan i wteisiu Ul werden, bis zu den 
Grenzen Usbel<istans und Tadschi- 
kistans vordringen, konrrten sie die 
russischen Grenzposten dort einfach 
wegfegen. Der Weg nach Norden uber 
die Ebenen ware dann frei. Dann 
ware die 201. russische Division in 
Tadschikistan recht klein. Der Vor- 
marsch der Taliban Richtung Norden 
gefahrdet die Siciieitieit ^iOands." 



General Aiexander Lebed, frCiher KoMMANoajR 

BNER FAaSCHlRMJAGERSTAFFEL IN AFGHANISTAN, 
HBJTE SlCHERHETTSBERAFH? VON PRASIDENT JELZIN 

In dM Angen Mlands: 

■ Die Taliban arbeiten mit der islamischen 
Opposition in Tadschikistan zusammen. 

■ Die Taliban konnten ganz Zentralasien de- 
stabilisieren - Thema eines GUS-Sonder- 
gipfels in Almaty. 

•rr Iran sieht die Taliban als Agenten Ihrer 
Erzfeinde, den USA und Pakistan. Die irani- 
schen Mullahs sind besorgt uber die Zukunft 
ihrer schiitischen Glaubensbruder, der haza- 
rischen Minderheit im Zentrum Afj^anistans, 
unter einer sunnitfechen Taliban-Fuhrung. 



330 



DIE MEINUNGEN UBER DIE TAUBAN GEHEN WEIT AUSEINANDER 



IM ZENTRUM DER INTERESSEN: DIE PiPEUNE AM IRAII VORBEl 



,Wir fuhlen auf unserer Haut 
die Flammen, die sich in Kabul 
ausbreiten. Die Instabllitat ^eift 
auf Tadschikistan Qbier 

Rafik Sajfuun 

USBEWSCHER WlSSENSCHAFTlfR 



„Wir mijssen regional zu- 
sammenarbeiten und mit verein- 
ten Kraften Afghanistan zu einer 
demilitarisierten Zone machen" 

SUBHON KOSCHOMOW 

TaDSCHIWSCHER WiSSEhBCHAFTLER 



,A^hanistan konnte in ethnische 
Gruppen zerfallen. Das beruhrt 
auch Tadschikistan. Und von do.t 
aus ganz Zentralasien" 

a 

UNMiSEK KASENOW 

BERATER des KASACHISCHEN PRASOENIE' 




St 



I .PAKISTAN- halt dich raus!" rufen Ruchtlinge 



verraterischen Agenten in Kabul" nicht 
anzuerkennen: „ Die gediongenen Agen- 
ten des Auslan<fe, also die Taliban, 
haben von ihren Herren Massenver- 
nichtungsmittel bekommen. Unser 
Land ist von PaJ^tan txberfallen wor- 
den", wetterte Rabbani gegenuber 
FOCUS. „ Wir mussen jetzt unsere Stra- 
tegien uberdenken und unsere Krafte 
reorganisieien. Denn wir bereiten uns 
auf den zweiten Befreiungskiieg unse- 
rer Nation in einer Generation vor." 

Auch Rabbaiiis Militardief Ahmed 
Massud sieht die Taliban als Agenten 
Paldstans. Der Nacbbar im Suden war 
der erste Staat, der die neuen Maditha- 



BsmmtmeR pgR taubaw 

,Wir hoffen, daS die neuen Amtstrager in Kabul 
nun eine reprasentative Ubergai^r^erung bil- 
den. Die Hinrichtung des firuheren aljghanischen 
Prasiderrten NadachibuUah ist bedauerlicii.' 



ERKUMMB OES U&AUSENiMMiSTERIUMS 

liideaAiigenderliSA: 

I Die Taliban sind antiiranisch und antikowifiu- 
nistiscli. 

I Die Taliban wollen keine islOTni^he Rewwu- 
tioo exportieren. 

I Afghanistan darf nicht ianger Basislager fur 
intemationale fundamentalistische Terrori- 
sten (die Amerika und seine arabischen Part- 
ner Agypten und Saudi-Arabien bedrohen) 
und Anbaigebiet fur Opium sein. 



,Wir hoffen, einen maS^enden Bnflu* auszi> 
uben. Wenn sich in Afghanistan eine R^®f|J^"^ 
bildet mussen wir mit ihr zusammena*?*^. 
Wir werden bald sehen. ob die TalibaP *e Be- 
wegung einer Volksgruppe s ind oderder^j^^j^ 
des Veriangens der Be- 
volkerung nach Freden.' 

Benazir Bhutto 

Bu^a»NS Premierminisib^in 



FOCUS 41/1996 





bar in Kabul anerkeimen wollte. er 

(jie paTri<;tani<;rhp Prei nit^ pTn^Tiij^ e- 
nazir Bhutto hat iTnm i a- den Vorwur zu- 
ruckgewiesen, ihre Regierung unter- 
stutzedirektdieTalib an. ,IchkannFrau 
Bhutto nicht verstehcn", meint Daoud 
M. Mir, einVertrautei Massudsundder- 
zeitiger Geschaftstrac er an der af ghani- 
sc±Len Botschaft in Paris: , Sieht sie rudit, 
daB die Taliban, werm sie ihr Wahres 
Gesicht zeigen, auch. eine Gefahr fur 
Pakistan sind? Sie haben ihre Schulen in 
Pakistan, sie stehen islamischen Teilen 
der pakistanischen Aimee nahe. Warum 
sollten sie eine Frau als Premienninister 
akzeptieren?" 

Taliban und die Frauen: Die nPurdah" 
(Verschleierung und bolierung der Rrau) 
war der erste ErlaB der neuen Machtha- 
ber in Kabul. Die SchlieBung von Mad- 
chenschulen und das Studier- und Ar- 
beitsverbot fiir Frauen wurden allerdings 
spater relativiert. „Durch die Kriegsjahie 
sind viele Familien zerstort worden. Viele 
Frauen miissen sich und ihre Kinder al- 
leine versorgen", gaben Taliban-Fuhrer 
in Kabul gegenuber FOCUS zu. Aber die 
Frauen sollen an ihren Axbeitsplatzen 
streng von ihren mannlichen KoUegen 
getrennt und voUig verschleiert seia. „ Die 
Bildung der Frauen sehen wir als ein 
wichtiges Thema, da wir selber eine Ka- 
rawane der Bildung und des Lemens 
sind", loben sich die Taliban selbsL 

„Afghanistaiis e&i2ige Hbffiaung ist 
Massud" , meint dagegen Daoud M. MLr, 
der ehemalige Mudschaheddin und jet- 
zige Diplomat Der groBe Nachbar im 
Noiden, luMand, stimmt dem zu. Prasi- 
dent Jelzins Sicherheitsberater Lebed 
hat z\3i Unterstutzimg der Feinde der 
Ikliban auf geruf en. Der russische Abge- 
ordnete imd Ex-General Boris Gromow 
gibt Moskau die Schuld: Afghanistan 
sei den Taliban in die Arme getrieben 
worden, als der Rabbani-Regierung die 
Unterstutzmg verweigert wurde. 

Beim russisch-zentralasiatischen Gip- 
M in der kasadiischen Hauptstadt Al- 
maty wurde debattiert, wie die Grenzen 
zu Afghanistan besser geschutzt werden 
konnen. Taliban sollen nidit die islami- 
sche Opposition in den zentralasiatischen 
GUS-Repubfiken unterstutzeiL Tadschi- 
KiMiie RBii«aen haben die Taliban bereits 
als „Bruder im Mam" bezeichnet. 

„lm Westen denlct man, daB wir mit 
der Wamimg vor dem islamischen 
Fundamentali^mus ubertreibea*,siigte 
der usbekischfe \\fesenschaftler Rafik 
r fuhn zu FO!cus. ,Aber wir in Zen- 
iasien - nicJit <fie Europaer - haben 
xrekt mit Af gl^anistan zu tun, wo sogar 
der Wind schcj)n diese Gefahr her- ► 



CHRONOLOGIE DES KRIEGES 



■ 1973: 

Die ube- 200 Jahre dauemde 
Monarchie endet durch einen 
Mllitar^utsch. 

■ 1979. 
Eitmuuteh der Sowjetarmee 

■ 1980: 
Afghanische Rebeilengru|>- 
pen erhalten Waffen aus Pa- 
kistan und den USA. 

■ 1986: 

Der Kommunist Nadschibul- 
iah wird President. 
1988: 

Nach acht Jahren Krieg unter- 
zeichnen Afghanistan, Paki- 
stan, die Sowjetunion und die USA ein Ab- 
kommen in Genf, das den Abzug der so- 
wjetisdien Truppen bis Februar '89 regelt 




KRIEGSMOnV 
auf a^hani- 
schem Teppich 




DIE MAOmSi iCNM^NION tnir- 
de ven den MMteeh^ieddin besi^ 

1 1992: 

In Kabul kampfen Rebellen urn die Vorherr- 

schaft. Nadschibuilah tritt zuruck. Burha- 
nuddin Rabbani wird Prasident. 
1 1993: 

Bei Kampfen zwischen den rivalisierenden 
Parteien von Ahmad Schah Massud, Gui- 
buddin Hekmatjar und Rabbani stefben 
uber 10 000 lOvillsten. 
11994: 

Im August 1994 grundet der Geistliche Mul- 
lah Mohammad Omar in der sudostlichen 
Stadt Kandahar die Taliban-Miiiz. 
11995: 

Die Taliban erobern mehrere ostliche Pro- 
vinzen und erreichen zweimal die Haupt- 
stadt Kabul, werden aber zuruckgeschiagen. 
11996: 

Juni: Taliban-Raketenangriff auf Kabul. Hek- 
matjar schlieSt mit Prasident Rabbani einai 
Friedensvertrag und wird Premier. 
September Die Miliz erobert Dschalalabad. 
26./27. September. Die Taliban nehnren 
Kabul ein. 




B. RABBANI 



G. HEIOWATJAR 



Fotos CaniRM, A.f.R, Reuters, u. ^m, l<«pSffl*WPPI» Sip« Press (1), Sygma 
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„lch habe beschlosseUf in 




meine Heimat A^hanistan 




zuriickzukohren, am dmn 




Fiiedmt uni ^ na/Boa^ 




Einheit wMfarhemasMKmi'' 








Mohammad Zaher 




EHEMAUGER KONIG VON AHiHANISTAN 


I. 




uberweht. Und weil bei uns die sozialen 
Probleme noch nicht alle gelost sind, 
fallen die Samen des Fiondamentalis- 
rniis auf einen fruchtbaren Boden." 

Genau diese Gefahr sehen die Verei- 
nigten Staaten von Amerika nicht. . Wir 
sind uns bier einig, daB die Taliban in 
einigem reichlich streng und brutal 
sind", meinte ein Regierungssprecher, 
der nicht namentlich genannt werden 
wollte. „ Aber sie tmterscheiden sich in 
einem wichtigen Punkt von anderen 
Muslimen: Sie wollen keine islanusche 
Revolution exportieren." Staatssekre- 
tar und Ctetasienbeauftragter Robin 
Raphael habe bereits mehrfach Veiant- 
wortliche der Taliban getroffen, hieB es 
in Washington, 

„Mr werden nicht Fundamentalis- 
mus esportieren- Vik yrerden auch 
nidrtTenbiisten untastfitzen."^ wol- 



len gute Beziehungen zu alien Staaten 
auf der Welt", versicherte der stellver- 
tretende AuBenminister der Tahban, 
Sdiir Mohammed Stanaksai. 

Ein strategisches Ziel der USA 
scheint damit erreicht. Das andere: Der 
Drogenanbau xind -handel muB unter- 
bunden werden. Die Taliban haben 
mehrere Drogenbarone hingerichtet. 
Experten kalkuheren, daB 1995 Heroin 
im Wert von 75 MiHiarden Dollar 
aus Afghanistan die europaischen 
und ameiikanischen Markte iiber- 
schwemmt hat. Der meiste Mohn wur- 
de auf Feldem in den Taliban-GeMeten 
geemtet. Vertreter der Tahban versi- 
cherten FOCUS, „die notwendigen Ge- 

Frieden wird es so schnell nicht ge- 
ben. Darin sind sich alle Seiten einig. 
Sie vefhandeln deshalb nach Moima- 



tion^ v(Hi FOCUS imt Kooig Moham- 
mad Zaher, der in Rom im E3dl lebt. Eh- 
konnte als einigende und befriedende 
Instanz wirken. Er will auch bald nach 
Afghanistan fahren. Aber Zaher Schah 
hat keine Truppen. Er ist auf einen 
Konigsmacher angewiesen. Den se- 
hen viele im Usbeken-Fuhrer Dostvmi. 
Er werde die Entscheidimg biingen. 
„ Wenn er sich Massud anschlieBt, kdn- 
nen wir die Taliban stoppen", memt 
Diplomat Daoud M. Mir. „Wenn Do- 
stum sich aber den Taliban anschlieBt, 
kommt es zur Explosion." 

Der Massud-Vertraute fugt noch eine 
Wamung hinzu: , Weim Dostum die Ta- 
hban jetzt imterstutzt, wird das nachste 
Ziel der l^ban I^^tion selbst sein. 
Ihn wird dasselbe Schicksal ereilen wie 
Nadschibullah. Die Tahban wollen die 
Macht im ganzen Land. " ■ 



INTERVIEW 



„Dies ist ein heiliger Aufistancl'' 

AuBenminister Gaiis weist Beschiddigimgen 
zuruf^ die Talibm wuiden vom Ausland imterstutzt 



FOCUS: Werden die Taliban vom Aus- 
land unterstutzt? 

Gaus: ^A^, die national-islamische 
Bewegung Afghani stans, sind als die 
Antwort des Zoms und der Au^dxts- 
losigkeit des gesdnmdenen, aber hel- 
denhaften Volkes entstahden. Es be- 
steht kein Zweifel, daB dieser Auf stand 
heilig imd rein afghanisch isL ^. - 
- focus: Was wird aus Prasidentlteb- 
bani,^seinem Militarc±ief Massud -^nd -' 
dem Usjtekeii-Euhrer J^ostuin? - ' " 

Gaus: Auf toosere Vdeda&olte^ Am- 
nestieerklirungen, die schon vor dem 
Fall von Kabul eiiassen wurden^ haGben 

Rabbani tmd seine Anl^sPd^-^*'')^ 
nicht 'reagierL Sie haben auch Jaidat 
ihre Waif en dem Staat ubergeben und 
sich zu Gesprachen unter Aufsicht der 
UNO h&eit eridart, Wozu wir bereit 



ivaren imd sind. Wir sind bereit fur a- 
ne Gesamtlosung durch Gesprache. 
--f-We&l6i^ Ihre Ni^bam im Ndrd^ 
sind besorgt, besonders Ru Bland. 
- Gaus: : Die russischen Bedenken 
kbmmen nicht unerwartet, da ifar'ehe- 
mahges hnperium auch durch -den 
afghnnisrhen V^erstand imtergegan- 
gen ist und sie immer noch mit ihieh 
inneren Problemen zu kamjifen-fei^bett. 



.> ■ MULLAH Hadsch 
Muhammad Gaus hat 
das AuBenpolitikres- 
sort der Tafiban-Ober- 
.gM^I^&'erung inne 




Prasident Jelzin will die Aufmerksam- 
keit von seiner Krankheit ab- und auf 
uns lenken. V& hoSen, daB ui^ere 
Nachbam besonnen reagieren. V5r be- 
miihen uns, daB es zu keinen MiBver- 
stdndniss^ und Kms^±lussen kma- 
men wird. 

Mit unseren Nachbam, die uberwie- 
gend Muslime sind, haben wir keine 
Probleme. Wir respektier^ sie imd 
glauben, daB sie sich auch von unserer 
Seite sicher fuhlen. Gegenseitige Ach- 
tung attf der Bases d^sr natio^-lda- 
mischen Gesellschaft 
?: -FOCUS: Unterstutzt sie der Konig? ; 
; Gaiis: _Der JConig - wird : geschatztr 
^mi^ ^Mesischen Trerknuirfen mit ihm 
den langersehnten Friederi. . 
ISe Mensdien haben Jffie ; . 
pMase yoH ^yom iCiieg mid ' 
sseinen Folgeri. Mr heOam 
einen akzeptablen^afamen 
geschaffen,- (ffie -Enfsdtei-^ 
dimg Miedmsim - wir denr- 
Volk. '.■ 

" ^mmmEW: Khaud D/sam 



Afghanistan 



„Frieden ohne Freiheit" 

Die Taliban, ra^kaie telamische Gottesiurieger, eroberten Kabul und fuhrten fundaitientalistisches Recht imd li^ms- 
art ein: Steinii^ von @iiiN«i^fn, Handeabhaclten bei Dieben, offentliches Priigein. Am schiimmsten unterdrucirt 
werden die Frauen. Doch fast der g^amte W^en seliwelgt - die Ultias passen ins geopolitische Konzept. 



Seit Tagen ist die Arztin Raschida* 
nicht zur Arbeit erschienen, obwohl 
sie endlich keine Angst mehr haben 
mu6, auf dem dorthin von einerGra- 
nate getroffen zu werden. Birtige Krieger 
mit schwarzen Turbaneo patrouiliieren 
neuerdings dutch die StraBen Kabuis. 
Die fiirchtet Raschida mehr als die Ge- 
schosse jener rivalisierenden Milizenfuh- 
rer, die Afghanistans Hauptstadt seit vier 
Jahren umkampfen. 

Im Sturm hatten die Tahban, eine Sam- 
melbewegung fanatischer Moslems, am 
Freitag vorvergangener Woche das 
Machtzentrum des in 17 Jahren Krieg 
und Biirgerkrieg verwiisteten Landes ge- 
nOTmen. Noch im Morgengraurai des 
daraulfolgenden Tages proklamierten die 
neuen Mullahs unter dem Vorsitz des 
einaugigen Mohammed Omar einen isla- 
mischen Gottesstaat, der drastischer in 
das Leben von Raschida eingreift, als 
es der Krieg je vermochte. 



Name von der Redaktion geandert. 



Es war gegen halb sechs Uhr morgens, 
als von den Minaretten der Moscheen 
Verordnungen ergingen, die Raschida 
wie ein Todesurteil empfand: Frauen ist 
ab sofort jede berufliche Betatigung ver- 
boten; das Haus durfen sie nur noch ver- 
schleiert verlassaa. 

Raschida hat noch zu Zeiten sowjeti- 
scher Besatzung an der Akademie der 
Wissenschaften von Kabul studiert. Als 
die Mudschahidin 1992 die Russen-Sa- 
trapen verjagten und die Macht iibemah- 
men, versteckte sie zwar Jeans und Lip- 
penstift im Sctefflik; ihrem Beruf ist die 
heute 40jahrige aber weiter unbehelligt 
nachgegangen. In wadenlangen Rocken 
und armellosen Blusen, ein Tuch locker 
um den Kopf gewimden, behandelte sie 
Bomben- und Mrnenopfer, unterernahrte 
Kinder und anamische Frauen. 

Niemand hatte ihr Auftreten je bean- 
standet. Und nie ware es ihr in den Sinn 
gekommen, sich jenen afghanischen In- 
tellektuellen anzuschlieBen, die zu Tau- 
senden das Land am Hindukusch ver- 



lieI3en. Doch seit die Taliban in Kabul 
Einzug hielten und ihr Willkiirregime die 
Bevolkerung, vorallem die Frauen, terro- 
risiert, hegt sie abwechselnd Flucht- und 
Selbstmordgedanken. „Wenn die Unfrei- 
heit der Preis fiir den Frieden ist, dann 
wird dieser Frieden mich das Leben ko- 
sten", sagt sie. 

Tagelang hat sie wie gelahmt vor dem 
Radio gesessen und dem Programm der 
neuen Machthaber gelauscht. Selbst die 
Musik haben die bartigen Turbantrager 
verboten. Aus dem Ather erreichen nur 
noch dustere Botschaften Raschidas Ohn 
Sechs Frauen wurden vor dem AuBenmini- 
sterium im Zentrum der Stadt fxir ihre „un- 
moralische Kleidung" - sie waren nicht 
voll verschleiert - unbarmherzig gezuch- 
tigt, berichtete der Nachrichtensprecher. 
Um ,Anstand" in sie hineinzuprugehi, 
schlugen die Sittenwichter auf Rucken 
und Gesicht ein. Ahnliches widerfuhr 
Krankenschwestem in Raschidas Hospital. 

Manner haben jetzt noch 35 Tage 
Zeit, sich gesetzlich vorgeschriebene 




Verschieierte im kri^szerstdrten Kabul: Verordnungen der Radikalislamisten wie Todesurteile fur Frauen 
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Barte wachsen zu lassen; die Mullahs 
sind angehalten, jeden anzuzeigen, der 
nicht funfmal taglich in der Moschee be- 
tet; Jungen ist Sport in Shorts verboten; 
alle Schulen fur Madchen werden ge- 
schlossen. 

Mit der AuBenwelt nur durch ihr Radio 
verbunden, versucht Raschida, den dro- 
henden Nervenzusammenbruch mit 
Hausarbeit abzuwoideii. Sic wascht 
selbst jene leuchtenden Seidenblusen und 
geblumten Rocke, die sie fortan nicht 
raehr wird tragen durfen. Sie fegit mehr- 
mals den Innenhof, um den herum sie mit 
Bruder, Schwester und deren Familien 
wohnt. Zwolf Menschen leben von ihren 
Einkunften. 

Alles hatte die Arztin dafur 
getan, die Traume ihres acht- 
jShrigen Neffen zu erfuUen: In- 
genieur wollte er werden, um 
sein zerstortes Land wieder 
aufeubauen. Nun scheint selbst 
diese Hoffiiung zerstoben. Die 
Schule ist geschlossen; die 
Lehrerinnen wurden entlassen. 
„Wie kann ein Land eine Zu- 
kunft haben, das seine Frauen 
so erniedrigt?" fragt Raschida. 

Noch vor zwei Jahren wiaren 
die Taliban („Schuler") weitge- 
hend unbekannt. Ende 1994 
startete die geheimnisvolle 
Gruppe jugendlicher Glau- 
benskrieger vom Volksstamm 
der Paschtunen ihren ersten 
Feldzug - und zeigte sich bald 
erstaunlich bewandert im 
Kriegshandwerk: Die funda- 
mentalistischen Milizionare 
batten in pakistanischen Me- 
dressen offensichtlich mehr als 
den Koran studiert, sie konnten 
perfekt mit Panzem, Raketen- 
werfem imd Schnellfeueige- 
wehren umgehen. 

Seit die Radikalislamisten 
dann die erste afghanische Pro- 
vinz eroberten, lassen sie keine 
Zweifel an ihrer grimmigen 
Entschlossenheit: Wo immer 
die vermeintlichen JfCoran- 
schuler** regieren, wagt keine 
Frau mehr, ohne den Ganzkdrperschleier 
vor die Tiir zu gehen. 

Westlich dekadente Ablenkimgsmog- 
lichkeiten vom rechten Glauben wie 
Kino Oder Konzert sind verboten. Auch 
Fotografieren gilt als verwerflich, weil 
der Islam die MenschenabbildQng ver- 
bteter I>ie-Seharia^ das islamische Recht, 
tritt in Kraft: Ehebrecherinnen werden 
dfeoilich gesteinigt, Dieben Hinde und 
FiSe amputiert. 

Die neuen Herren streben ein Regime 
des , jeinen Islams" an, einen Modellstaat 
fur die gesamte mosletnische Welt - und 
lassen so selbst die rigiden iranischen 
Mullahs als vergleichsweise liberal er- 
scheinen. In Herat, nahe ^ pmischen 
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Grenze, haben afghanische Intellektuelle 
begormen, ihre Tdchter zur Erziehung 
JanSfeei*' nach Iran zu schicken. 

Gebildete und an ihre Selbstandigkeit 
gewohnte Frauen wie Raschida, die ein 
Leben lang glaubige Mosleminnen wa- 
ren, laBt die mit Zwang und Repres^on 
durchgesetzte Ordnung des frommen 
Scheins am Glauben verzweifeln. „Wenn 
das der reine Islam sein scH^, meiat Ra- 
schida, „dann bin ich die lingste Zeit 
Moslemin gewesen." 

Besorgt, der Fanatismus der Taliban 
konnte ihre eigene, mehrheitlich mosle- 
mische Bevolkerung erfassen, haben bis- 
her einzig RuBland und die mittelasiati- 
sdben R^mbliken des eboiMligen So- 




Mitglieder des Regierungsrates der Midlahs 

Fotografieren verwerflich 



wjetreiches versucht, der Entwicklung in 
Afghanistan entgegenzuwirken. Am ver- 
gangenen Freitag trafen sich die Staats- 
chefs zum Krisen^fel. 

Pakistans AiifiOTminister Asif Ahmed 
Ali dagegen feierte die neuen Machthaber 
in Kabul als ,^(mesffiiditige Mtoei*' mit 
„gro6em Respekt fur den Islait". Raschi- 
da hat das nicht sonderlich erstaunt. Lange 
schon wild vermutet, daB die Regie- 
rung von Benazir Bhutto den Radikal- 
islamisten, womoglich gemeinsam mit 
dem US-Geheimdienst, finanzielle imd 
logistische Unterstutzung gewahrL 

Doch daB man auch in Washington we- 
nig Verwerfliches an den bisher von den 
Tdiban getroffenen Mafinahmen erken- 



nen konnte, daB das US-Au6enministeri- 
um die Taliban gar als ,3efreiei^' des Lan- 
des lobte, hat die Arztin entsetzt imd ihr 
jede Hofi&iung auf einen Frieden in Frei- 
heit genommen. Die USA setzen offen- 
sichtlich darauf, daB die neuen, sunniti- 
schen Herren von Kabul im „Great Game" 
um die Macht zwischen Kaukasus und Pa- 
mir ein wichtiges Gegengewicht zum 
schiftisch^ Iran werden k^nten. AuBer- 
dem oflfoen sich so neue Handelswege, 
auch fur eine lukrative amerikanisch-sau- 
disch finanzierte Ol- und Erdgaspipeline 
von Tuikm^iistan %er Afj^banistan nach 
Pakistan. 

„GroBmachtpolitische Interessen ha- 
ben unser Land an den Rand der Zer- 
storung gebracht", sagt Ra- 
schida. ,4Ceinen im Westen 
kimmert, daB sie uns Frauen 
sogar die Menschenrechte rau- 
ben." 

Nach einer Woche zermur- 
benden Hausarrests hat die 
Arztin jetzt beschlossen, wie- 
der erste Schritte vor die Tiir zu 
wagen. Raschida hat den Aus- 
schnitt ihres Kleides mit einer 
Brosche verkleinert, eine lange 
Hose untergezc^en und den 
schwarzen Tschador uberge- 
worfen, den sie vor vier Jahren 
angeschafft, aber seithCT nie 
gebraucht hatte. 

In der Taxe, die sie zum 
Haus einer Freundin bringen 
soil, zupft sie beim Anblick be- 
wafifeeter Turbantrager nervos 
an den zu kurzen Armeln ihres 
Kleides. Die Strafien wirken 
wie ausgestorben; selbst die 
Basare . sind nicht sonderlich 
geschaftig, obwohl die Preise 
gefallen sind. Wo Schneider 
samt Kunden verprugelt wer- 
den, weil sie mit Frauenklei- 
dem handeln, verqjiirt kaum 
jemand den Drang zum Ein- 
kaufsbummel. 

Auf dem Teppich im Wohn- 
zimmer der Freundin hocken 
eine in die Aibeitslosigkeit ge- 
zwungene Bauzeichnerin so- 
wie eine junge, aus dem Kulmsministeri- 
um entlassene Sekretarin. Sie debattieren 
iiber die neueste Verordnung der Taliban: 
Ab sofort darf keine Frau mehr das Haus 
ohne die Burka verlassen, den Umhang 
mit den vergitterten Augenschlitzen, der 
den Karper der Frauen von Kopf bis FuB 
mitsamt der prevezieFenden Haarstrah- 
nen verhullt. 

Damit ist auch Raschidas vorsichtiger 
erster Befreiungsversuch gescheitert: Die 
Burka kostet mehr als einen Monats- 
verdienst - und nicht nur das: Um sich 
korrekt zu verschleiem, muB sie erst 
mal nach Hause, dann zum Markt. 
Immer voller Angst, vorbei an den Tu- 
gendwachtem. ^ 
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Gegenoffensive in Afghanistan 

Reprasentant der gestiirzten Regierung warnt Amerika vor den Taliban 



uls. FRANKFURT. 9. Oktober. Den 
Truppen dcr gestiirzten afghanischcn Re- 
gierung ist cs ofTenbar gelungen, den Vor- 
marsch der Taliban-Milizcn in den Nor- 
dcn des "Landcs vorersl aufzuhalten. Am 
Dienstag habe der Kommandant der Re- 
gierungstruppen, Ahmed Schah Massud, 
vom Panjshir-Tal aus mil einer Gegenof- 
fensive begonnen und wichtige strategischc 
Punkte wic Dschabai us Seradsch und 
Golbahar von den Taliban zuriickerobert. 
Dies sagie der Reprasentant der gestiirzten 
afghanischen Regierung in Paris, Mir, im 
Gesprach mit diescr Zeitung. Massuds Ar- 
mee sci bis zu dem von den Taliban gehal- 
tenen Luftwaffenstiitzpunkt Bagram vor- 
gedrungen, der Ausgangspunkt fiir Luft- 
angrifTe der Taliban auf das Panjshir-Tal 
^\ei. Massuds Truppen konntcn den Flug- 
hafen nun ihrerseits direkt angreifen. Das 
Ziel der Offensive sei es, den Taliban den 
Weg nach Norden zum Salang-Tunnel ab- 
zuschnciden. 

„Unsere Truppen haben sich inzwischcn 
neu formiert", sagte Mir, dcr ein friiherer 
Kampfgefahrtc und enger Vcrtrauter Mas- 
suds ist. Nach dem Riickzug aus Kabul 
seien die etwa 25 000 Soldaten zunachst in 
den Bergen verstreut gewesen, auBerdcm 
hattcn mehrere lauscnd Zivilisten aus Ka- 
bul im Panjshir-Tal Zuflucht gesucht, was 
die Reorganisation dcr Armee erschwert 
habe. Die Verluste der Regierungstruppen 
seit dem Verlassen der Hauptstadt bezif- 
ferte Mir auf 60 bis 70 Soldaten, die Tali- 
ban halten dagegen ctwa 150 Kampfer 
vcrloren. Sie setztcn nach Ansicht Mirs al- 
les daran, moglichst schnell zu einem mili- 
tarischen Erfolg im Norden zu kommen, 
da in knapp einem Monal mit dem ersten 
Schnee in diescr Region gerechnet werden 
mussc. Massuds Truppen seien darauf 
vorbcrcitet, auch im Winter zu kampfen, 
die aus dem warmen Siiden stammenden 
Taliban hingegen seien mit solchcn Bedin- 
gungcn nicht vertraut. 

Nach Angaben Mirs, des wichtigsten 
Verbindungsmanncs der gestiirzten Regie- 
rung in Europa, hat Massud fast seine ge- 
samtc Armee und auch einige Flugzcuge 
und Helikopter in das Panjshir-Tal relten 
konnen. Den schncllen Abzug aus der 
Hauptstadt bcgriindetc cr mit dcr Einsicht 
von Prasident Rabbani und seinem Ar- 
meekommandanten Massud, die Stadt 
nicht lange gegcn die Taliban-Milizcn hal- 
ten zu konnen. „Wir wissen, daB die Tali- 
ban von pakistanischen Spezialeinheitcn 
untcrstiitzt werden. Schon vor dem An- 
griff auf Kabul haben wir pakistanischc 
OfTmere gefangcngcnommen und ihre Na- 
mcn an die Vereintcn Nationcn weiterge- 
Icitct", sagte Mir. Nach der Erobcrung sei- 
en pakistanischc Offizicrc auch in Kabul 
gcsehcn worden. 

Die Lagft in der Hauptstadt ist nach sei- 
nen Informationcn gespannt. Zunachst 
seien die Menschen froh iibcr das Ende 
dcr Kampfe gewesen, doch nach der bru- 
lalen Ermordung des friiberen Prasidenten 
NajibulJah^gci die'Stirtmung umgeschia- 
gen. „Wir sind vicllcicht ein mittelaltcrli- 
chcs Land, abcr die Menschen in dcr 
Hauptstadt sind gcbildet und kultiviert." 
Die Rabbani-Rcgicrung sci ebenfalls cine 
islamische gcwcscn, doch hattcn allcin in 
der Vcrwaltung Kabuls ctwa 30 000 Frau- 
cn cine Beschaftigung gcfunden. Was die 
Taliban praktizicrten, habe mit Islam nur 
wcnig zu tun. Mchr als 250 000 Menschen 
seien inzwischcn vor den Milizcn auf dcr 
Flucht in den Norden, 

Mir zeigte sich zuvcrsichtlich, daB es 
noch in diescr Woche zu einem offizicUen 
Biindnis der Regierungstruppen mit dem 
Usb(tkcn-Gcneral Dostum, dcr den Nor- 
den Afghanistans beherrscht, konunen 
werde. Einc Delegation Dostums habe sicK 
schon vor Tagen mit Massud im Panjshir- 
Tal getroffen, und am Dienstag sei Rabba- 
ni selbst zu Gesprachen mit Dostum in 
Masar-i-Scharif cingetroffen. Man strcbc 



cine Regierung der nationalen Einheit un- 
ter Betciligung allcr ethnischen Gruppen 
an, um die Taliban aus dem Land zu ver- 
treiben. Dostum konne moglicherweise 
der Posten des Vcrtcidigungsministers an- 
geboten werden. Wichtig sei vor allem, 
einc Spaltung zwischen dem Norden und 
dem Siiden des Landes, in dem die zu ei- 
nem groBcn Teil aus Paschtunen bestchen- 
den Taliban iibcr Riickhalt in der ebenfalls 
mehrheitlich paschtunischcn Bevolkcrung 
verfiigten, zu verhindem. 

Nach ihrem Einmarsch aus Pakistan sei- 
en die Taliban bcsonders in Kandahar freu- 
dig begriiBt worden. Korruption, Drogen- 
handcl und MiBwirtschaft hattcn die dorti- 
gen Machthaber in MiBkredit gebacht. Die 
als Ordnungsmacht auftretendcn Taliban 
hattcn sich daher groBer Bcliebthcil erfreut. 
Dies sei wohl auch ein Grund fiir die cher 
wohlwollcnde Haltung der amerikanischen 
Regierung gcgeniiber den Milizcn. „Ich 
kann die Vercinigten Staaten aber nur war- 
nen, die Taliban konntcn schon bald Ter- 
ror und Gcwalt in allcr Welt verbreiten." 
Auch der fruherc Schiitzling dcr Amerika- 
ner, Hckmatyar, habe mit pakistanischer 
Hilfe Terroristen in Afghanistan ausgebil- 
det. Die aggressive Durchsctzung ihrer fun- 



damcntalistischen Politik in Kabul zeigc 
deutlich, daB die Taliban langst auBcr 
Kontrolle geraten seien, sagte Mir. Er habe 
bercits mehrfach Geprachc dariibcr im 
Auftrag seiner Regierung in den Vercinig- 
ten Staaten gefiihrt. 

Als maBgebliche Geldgeber der Taliban, 
die iibcr hervorragendes militarisches Ge- 
rat verfiigten, vcrmulet der Diplomat vor 
allem amerikanische und saudiarabische 
Untemehmen. Die amerikanische Unocal 
und die saudische Delta Oil planten, einc 
Gas- und Olpipeline von Turkmenistan 
durch Afghanistan nach Pakistan zu verle- 
gen, und seien daher an der Befriedung des 
Landes durch einc ihnen gewogene Grup- 
pc interessiert. Die jewciligen Regierungen 
batten den Untemehmen „ihr Einvcr- 
standnis" zur Untcrsliitzung der Taliban 
gcgeben, da sic sich davon zugleich ein Zu- 
riickdrangen des iranischen Einflusses in 
der Region crhofftcn. Das Geld flicBc je- 
doch nicht direkt an die Taliban, sondem 
iibcr Pakistan, dem ebenfalls daran gele- 
gen sei, Zugang zu den Markten in Zen- 
tralasicn zu bckommcn. Mir appellicrlc an 
die Vercinigten Staaten, die Dingc nun 
selbst in die Hand zunehmen, um Schlim- 
meres zu verhindern. 



Kampfe im Pandschir-Tal 



Tl 77- 

USBEKISTAN 




.Kaschmli 





7/ 


Von Pakistan 
DeseWesGetJiel 


— 50 km 



Im September wurden 
Jalalabad und Kabul von 
der Talit>an-Mlltz erobert. 



PAKISTAN 



Pestiawar 



Afghanische Taliban 
in Bedrangnis 

KABUL, 9. Oktober (AFP). Die Geg- 
ner der fundamental istischen Taliban-Mi- 
liz in Afghanistan haben sich offenbar zu- 
sammcngeschlossen und einc Gegenoffen- 
sive am Salang-PaB begonnen, bei der die 
Taliban crstmals seit ihrcr Einnahme Ka- 
buls in Bedrangnis gcbracht wurden. Es 
habe zahlrciche Tote und Verlctzte gcge- 
ben, berichtcten Augenzcugen am Mitt- 
woch. Die Taliban hattcn unter anderem 
Panzer zur Verstarkung geschickt. Die Ta- 
liban-Fiihrung in Kabul sprach dagegen 
lediglich von vcreinzeltcn Gefcchtcn. Dcr 
von den Taliban gcstiirzte Prasident Rab- 
bani traf nach Angaben des friiheren af- 
ghanischen Botschafters in Pakistan, Ba- 
heer, am Dienstag mit dem machtigen us- 
bckischcn General Dosg^^l- in dessen 
Hochburg Masar-i-Scharif zusammcn. 
Dostum hatte Anfang 1994 vcrsucht, Rab- 
bani zu stiirzen. 

• Unklar blieb zunachst, ob auch Do- 
stums Truppen an den Klmpfcn beteiligt 



waren oder ob nur die Kampfer von Ach- 
med Schah Massud, dem bisherigen Mili- 
tarchef Rabbanis, an der Offensive teil- 
nahmen. Die Taliban-Fiihrung in Kabul 
wies Berichte zuriick, nach denen Dostum 
in die Kampfe eingegriffen haben soil. Ta- 
liban-Kommandeure am Ort sagten aber, 
mindestens zwei Panzer Dostams seien an 
den Kampfen beteiligt gewesen. Westliche 
Beobachtcr gingen davon aus, daB sich zu- 
nachst nur Massuds Soldaten an den 
Kampfen aktiv betciligtcn, daB sie aber 
von Dostams Kampfcm logistisch untcr- 
stiitzt wurden. 

Die neuen Machthaber in Kabul bestell- 
ten den iranischen Botschafter Kegi ein, 
um gegcn cine Rede des iranischen Staats- 
chefs Chamcnei zu protesticrcn. Ungcach- 
tet dessen bekraftigte Teheran am Mitt- 
woch seine Haltung. Die Aussagen Cha- 
meneis stellten die Ansicht der gesamten 
islamischcn Welt dar, sagte der stcllvertrc- 
tende AuBcnministcr Borudscherdi. Cha- 
mcnei hatte am Montag gesagt, die Welt 
nehme nicht hin, was die Taliban im Na- 
mcn des Islam taten. 



Wie weiter mit den TaUban? ^ "■ 

Urn Iran zu schaden, unterstutzt Washington die afghanische „Koranschuler"-MiIiz / Von Wolfgang Gunter Lerch 



Die fundamcntalislischc Taliban-Miliz 
stoBt zum erstenmal seit zwei Jahren, als sie 
ihren Sicgeszug in Afghanistan begonen 
hatte, auf einen Widerstand, den sic trotz 
ihrcs rcligioscn Kampfeseifers und ihrcr gu- 
tcn Ausriistung so schncll nicht wird iibcr- 
winden konnen. Die nach Norden gcfliich- 
Icte Regierung untcr dem Prasidenten Bur- 
hanuddin Rabbani, an der auch der Fiihrer 
dcr Hczb-c Islami, Hckmatyar, und der als 
MilitarrUhrcr bcriihmte „L6wc des 
Panjsliir-Tales", Ahmad Schah Massud, be- 
tciligt sind, haben dm Taliban 01 Gebiet des 
Salang-Passes und -Tunnds fflri er^ Wm- 
halt geboten. Nach jimgsten Sei^clttai M- 
ben die TaBban in dem von itaa^ teherrseih- 
ten Kabul nach hohen Vertastw begonnen, 
junge Manner zwangsweise Zu rdtrutieren. 

Dies erscheint ihnen um so notwendiger, 
als sich cin Bundnis zwischen der aus Ka- 
bul vcrtriebenen rechtmaBigen Regierung 
und dem Usbeken-General Abdul Raschid 
Dostum am Horizont abzeichnet. Dieser ist 
hochgerustet und hat etwa hunderttausend 
Mann untcr WafTen. Als machtiger ..War- 
lord" beherrscht er von der den Muslimen 
hciligen Stadt Mazar-i Scharif aus ein Ge- 
biet. das okonomisch prosperiert und 
grenziiberschreitenden Handelsverkehr mit 
Usbekistan und Tadschikistan unterhalt. 
An einem Bundnis zwischen Schah Massud 



und Dostum konntcn sich die Taliban auf 
langerc Sicht die Zahnc ausbelBen. 

Wo diese oft als Miliz aus ..Koranschu- 
lem" bestehenden Kampfer die Herrschaft 
errungen haben, setzen sie das ..islamische 
Gcsetz", wie sie es vcrstehcn. mit unbarm- 
herziger Harte durch und mit einem Fana- 
tismus, der selbst im zutiefst islamischen 
Afghanistan bei vielen Furcht und Abwehr 
crregt, vor alleni in Kabul. Es ist, folgt man 
den nach drauBen dringenden Bericfaten. 
eine Art „Primitiv-Islam" in einem ©haehin 
schon tfiaditior^ blamischett iMoA, der 
den ftaaen Wfrkun^Sgiichleeit 
ttiisHsA des ffMm nimmt. vor allem die 
BcrufstStiglcdt, und den Mannem Sitten 
und Gcbrauche zwangsweise auferlegt, die 
noch nicht einmal im islamisch revolutiona- 
ren Nachbarstaat Iran gelten. Die britische 
Zeitung ..Economist" hat unlangst davon 
gesprochen. die Taliban machtcn Afghani- 
stan zu einem ..Koranistan". Indes ist es ge- 
rade nicht der - in vielen Dingen durchaus 
tolcrante und briiderliche - Geist des Ko- 
rans, der sie zu inspirieren scheint. sondem 
die im wesentlichen ungelehrte Auslegung 
mancher Gesetzesbestimmungen. vermischt 
mit nur rudimentaren Kenntnissen des Ko- 
rans. Vom spirituellen Gehalt ihrer heiligen 
Schrift scheinen die Taliban nichts zu wis- 
sen, da sie von relativ ungelehrten Maulvis 



nur mit bcschcidcncn Anfangsgriindcn dcr 
koranischen Lehrc vertraut gemacht wer- 
den und meistens Analphabeten sind. 

Um so erstaunlicher ist es. daB Amerika, 
die Fiihrungsmachl der freien Welt, bis 
heute diese Taliban unvermindert untcr- 
stiitzt. Washington will. daB am Hindu- 
kusch eine Art Gleichgewicht herrscht, und 
ist deshalb bereit, selbst ^ese grobschliich- 
tigen Glaubenskrieger ah Ordnungsmacht 
zu akzeptieren. Ein weiterer ©fund ist.4>e 
Gegner«haft zur Islamischen Republik 
Iran. Die Mullahs in Teheran unterstiitzen 
die legale Regierung von Rabbani und sind 
Qegner der Taliban, auch well diese eben 
eine besonders rigide Form des orthodoxcn 
Sunnismus zu reprasentieren scheinen. Die 
Iraner hingegen sind Schiiten. Hinzu 
kommt. daB Washington Iran in groCem 
Umfang isolicren mochte. Die Amerikaner 
haben im vergangenen Jahr gegen Iran, das 
verdachtigt wird, Staatsterrorismus betrie- 
ben zu haben und noch zu betreiben. ein 
Embargo verhangt, von dem sie wollen. 
daS es auch von den europaischen Landem 
befolgt wird. Nach amerikanischer Ubcr- 
zeugung gehort Iran auch zu den scharfsten 
Gegnem einer nahdstlichen Friedenslosung 
zwischen Israel und den Palastinensem. 

Doch wie kann man, JHn der - im Prin- 
zip berechtigten - Fordening nach Einhal- 



tung guter Sitten und dcr Mcnschenrcchtc 
Respekt zu verschaffen, gegen Iran massiv 
vorgehen, andererseits jedoch die Taliban 
unterstiitzen, die sich um Menschenrechte 
so wenig zu scheren scheinen, daU kuralich 
die pakistanische Ministerprasidentin Bhut- 
to ihnen ins Gewissen m teden versuchte? 
Die Talto, von Pakistan unterstutzt und 
mSgEdwafVMise von saudjarabischen Fir- 
men ^nziert, haben jetzt angekundigt, sie 
wi^lten Emissare in westliche Lander schik- 
ken, uiii „MiQverstandnisse uber ihre Art 
des Islams" auszuraumen. In der islami- 
schen Welt herrscht die Meinung vor, der 
Westen, vor allem jedoch die Amerikaner. 
Icgte in der islamischen Welt zweierlei MaB 
an: Je nach Griinden der politischen oder 
wirtxhaftlichen Opportunitat stuften sie is- 
lamische Kampfer als Terroristen oder ah 
Frciheitskampfer ein, unterstutzten oder 
bekampften sie. Diese Auffassung ist gewiB 
zu undifferenziert, trifft aber im.Kem etwas 
Richtiges. Bis heute tut sich der Westen 
schwer mit der Einschatzung jenes' Islamis- 
mus, der seit den Tagen der iranischen Re- 
volution von sich reden macht. Ein ^ub- 
wiirdiges politisches Konzept ttber den 
Umgaag mit der idamischoi Bew^ung exi- 
stiert nidiL Dies ISBt Raum fiir ein Impro- 
visieren, das gegebenenfalls fatale Folgen 
wie jetzt in Afghanistan zeitigt. 
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Uber die Zukunft Afghanistans wird 
im Norden des Landes verhandelt 

Ma7.ar-i-Sharif-eine Oase im Biirgerkrieg / Erhard Haubold berichtct 



MAZAR-I-SHARIP. 2.V. Oktobcr. ..Ich 
bin schr optimislisch. Wir wollcn allc Af- 
ghancn zusammenbiingeti". rufi dcr paki- 
stanischc Innenminislcr Bab;\r nach cmcr 
Sitzung im Wiisicnlort Qala-i-Jangi, das 
zehn Kilometer auBcrhalb Ma7,ar-i-Sharifs 
!icgt und das der usbckisclnc Warlord Ge- 
neral Abdul Rashid Dostum auf das fcm- 
stc hat rcstauricrcn lasscn. Von den Zin- 
Bcn aus Lchm starrl leichto Artillcnc m 
das flachc, von Sandsturmcn durchwchtc 
Land. Scit einer Woche wird hicr im ho- 
hen Norden Afghanistans um die Zukunft 
dcs von eincm bcinahc zwanzigjalirigen 
Krieg vcrwustctcn Landes und um emcn 
wic immcr brtichigcn Fricden gcrungen. 
Die bcidcn Hauptfigurcn sind General 
Dostum und dcr pakistanischc Mmister 
Babar. dcr hier nichl cinmal den Versuch 
untcrnimmt. die Rollc seines Landes bei 
dcm Siegcsmarsch dcr radikal-islamischen 
Taliban zu verschlcicrn. Er sci durchaus 
autorisicri und vcrhandclc im Namen der 
Taliban, vcrsichcri Babar, der viele Male 
zwischcn Mazar-i-Sharif und Kandahar, 
dem Hauptquartier der geheimnisvollen 
Gruppc. hin- und hGrjscnogcn ist. An den 
Verhandlungen nahmcn bislicr auBcrdem 
teil Vcrtrelcr dcs chemaligen Verteidi- 
gungsminisicrs Ahmed Shah Massud und 
dcs Sehikenfiite-crs Karim Khalil. die sich 
zusamnwR mit Dostum zu eincm ,.AIgha- 
nischen Vertcidigungsrat" zusammcnge- 
fundcn habcn. Hincin- und hinausgchen 
sah man im Qala-i-Jangi-Fort iiberdies so 
angcsehene Miinncr wic den Sunnitcnfuh- 
rcr Saycd Nauih und Pir Sayed Ahmad 
Gilani von dir Nutionalcn Islamischen 
Front, die aus dcm pakistanischen Exil gc- 
kommen warcn. 

Zustimmend habcn die Tcilnchmcr aul 
Vorschliigc wic Waffcnstillstand. Aus- 
tausch von Gcfangencn und Toten rea- 
iiiert. Abcr die Taliban wchrcn sich gegen 
die Demilitarisierung Kabuls. was den Ab- 
zug ihrcr Soldatcn und Waffen aus der 
schwcr gcbcuicltcn Hauptstadt bedeutcn 
wiirde. Den Pakislancrn. die mehrcre hun- 
dcrt Offiziere im Hinsatz haben durftcn (27 
wurden bci den Kiimpfen um Jabal'US-Si- 
rai eefanscngenommen). ware es im Ruck- 
blick wohl licber, ihrc Scbutztfflge Mtten 
Pashtunen-C}ebiet nicht fiteersiehrittcn und 
wiircn me in Kabul ciimarschiert. Die 
brutalc Hiarichtung des ehetnaligcn Prasi- 
dcnteti Najibullah hat nicht zuletzt Do- 



stum aufgescheucht. der als cinstmals treu- 
cr und brutaler Vasall der sowjctischcn Be- 
satzungsmacht iibcr cine ihnlichc Vita, 
vcrfiigt. Und der ..Lowe des Pandschir^Ta- 
ics", Massud, soli bcim niichstcn Mai kci- 
nc Gefangenen machen woUen. so wutend 
ist er uber die Ermordung ciniger seiner 
Kommandeure durch die Taliban bei Cha- 
rikar. Auslandischc Militiirs halten die 
Pandschiri Massuds fur die besien Kamp- 
fcr der Welt, viellcicht 3000 Mma. Hinter 
ihnen stehen die Soldaten DeiHWi, dcr 
100 000 Mann oder mchr mobiliwren 
kann, die einzigen in Afghanfesan, die so 
ctwas wie Disziplin verstehen, von deren 
Offizieren nicht wcnige von der Sowjetar- 
mee auigebildet w«»id^. Sotoge sie zu- 
sammiiirtWeibw. sind* Bostum und Massud 
nictlt fU SetiWgen. Alser werden sie zusam- 
menWcibeW?- Sie bteckiwen den Salang- 
PaB und den Zugang zum Pandschir-Tal. 
Sie haben die Taliban iiber Jabal-us-Siraj 
und Charikar zuruckgedrangt bis auf we- 
nige Kilometer vor Kabul, dessen Flugha- 
fcn von ihren Raketen beschossen wird. 
Militarisch ware die Jiauptstadt in em 
paar Tagen zu nehmen. Und obwohl Pro- 
gnosen seit dem fiir alle iibcrraschendcn 
Erfolg der Taliban (die vor einem Monat 
Kabul erobert hatten) noch waghalsiger 
geworden sind, glauben die meisten Beob- 
achter, daB der unsichere Zustand zwi- 
schcn relativem Verhandlungsfrieden und 
Krieg noch eine Weile anhalten konnte. 
Kampfschreie wie „Auf nach Kabul, laBt 
uns allcs kurz und klein schla^n" hort 
man diesmal weniger laut. Ma-ssud sen em 
rationaler Mann, wird gesagl. Er sei an 
der Meinung im Westen interessiert. In dcr 
Tat hiill er wenig voa eioem RoltenspieUin 
Kabul zu sitzen md von den Taliban be- 
schossen zu werdcn. Manchcs spricht dcs- 
halb dafiir, daB Dostum und Massud die 
Hauptstadt milUiriseh immcr mehr m die 
Zange nehmen, dafi Dostum im Nordwe- 
stcn Herat angrcift und den Taliban all- 
mahtieh die StraBcnverbindung nach Kan- 
dahar abschneidet. Ahnlich konnte Mas- 
sud auf der Streckc zwischcn dem Khyber- 
PaB und Kabul verfahren, er konnte Jala- 
labad und Sirobi angreifen. 

In Mazar-i-Sharif wird erzahlt, daB m 
manchen Nachten ein Flugzcug nach dem 
anderen landct. angeblich mil modcrncn 
Waffen aus Usbckistan und RuBland. Ins- 
gcsamt soil cs in Afghanistan vier bis fiinf 



Millioncn .Sclinellfeucrgewchrc ..Kalaseh- 
nikow" gcben. dazu 50 bis 60 Kampfnug- 
zeuge und 10(X) Panzer, Nach wie vor gelte 
das zentralasia tischc Koozept der Knegs- 
fiihrung. bei dem es nichl auf Fronten und 
auf Gelandebesitz. sondern auf eine mobi- 
le Streitmacht ankommt. die auf eine gun- 
stige Gclegcnheit zum Zuschlagen wartct. 
Zu berucksichtigen ist auBerdem, daB der 
Faktor ZeiJ cine andere Qualitat hat als im 
Westea. Nicmand zwingt die Afghanen, 
de» aUrgerkrieg vor dcm Einsetzcn des 
Winters » scehs Wochcn zu beenden. Und 
audi met dem jungsten Fall Kabuls (an 
dieTsdit»n). einer dramatischen Zasur im 
militarischcn Gleichgewichl, sagen beson- 
ders vorsichtigc Berater, daB ein Ende des 
Kriegcs am Hindukusch noch lange nicht 
in Scht sei. Viel starker ins Kalkiil neh- 
men wird man in Zukunft den General 
Dostum miissen, der sechs der 33 Provin- 
zen Afghanistans kontroUiert und eine mi- 
litarischc und wirtschaflliche Potenz dar- 
stellt, der freilich in der Vergangenheit im- 
mcr eher an der Macht als an der Loyali- 
tat interessiert war. Sheberghan. 100 Kilo- 
meter westlich von Mazar-i-Sharif, hat cr 
zu einer militarischcn Festung ausgcbaut. 
seinen eigcncn Flugplatz, viel militarisches 
Gerat und scin Eliteregimcnt 511. Der 
Mann kann Waffen und Autos mit Erdgas 
bezahlen. Er fiihrt mit einem gepanzerten 
Cadillac durch die Ein-Millionen-Stadt. Er 
ist popular in Mazar-i-Sharif. wo uberall 
das Portriit des stammigen, schnauzbarti- 
gcn Mannes zu schcn ist. Er habc nichts 
gegen Whiskv und Fraucn, heiBt cs uber 
den 43 Jahrc alien Selfmadegeneral, der 
nie auf einer Militarakadcmic war. Er laBt 
den Menschcn gewisse Freiheitcn, auch im 
Glauben, was bcsonders die vor den Tali- 
ban aus Kabul nach Norden gcfluchtelcn 
Stadter zu schiitzen wissen. Dostum ware 
an einem Posten in Kabul wahrscheinlich 
nicht sondcrlich interessiert. Dort ware cr 
Minister, hicr ist er Konig. Pakistans In- 
nenminislcr Babar. auf das verhecrende 
Verhalten seiner Schutzlinge gegcnflber 
Fraucn angesprochen, mag recht haben 
mit der Behauptung, auch in Majar-i-Sha- 
rif seien .,99 Prozcnt alter Frauen voll vcr- 
schleierf. Aber sic tun es freiwtUtg oder 
auf Druck ihrer Manner und nicht weil sie 
Angst vor unkontrolliert um sich schla- 
genden Taliban haben miiBten. 



1 
r 

C 



0 



J 




Emheiini Ocnmil Dostumx inif <km M'a' mi die Frmit 



« 



00 

c 

3 



N 
o 
c 

c 
u 



a 



at 



o 

J3 



.12 



C3 

w 

c 

o 

> 



J= - u. - 

o 2-= j= 

.X u u 



1m <!-> 



JO -™ S 

J E: (L> ^ 4J 
= 2 M^'-g - 

- t>i)-o :=,j: a, 

= ^ " ^ s; 
= I'S^ £| 

" — p fl^ 



"r; o »J 0 

S?-^ 2 

- o 

~ rt <L> !> 
'u. U w ^ 



_c c TJ c: — — ,1 



- a c o 

fU M c ■- O 



.H OB 



to 5^ 



c = u ^ 

St a < 

" DO ?2 
C I' o 

(U i:3 — o 
« ^ N — 



- rii > c ra -I ■ 



3 -O 



c (5 S — 



= = 



- g E 
S g - 



x: c O 

0 CO It- 

Si :3 ca 
- .— m 3 

1 XI — > T3 



, w o 

: £ oj § 
3 flj 



S S E 



£0- 



o'S S 

tsi ai . 

U 1) v- - 
&U N _ . 

c 

C :0 -g . 

2 -c 5 

> c 

c = 2 

u S J2 

•g - n. 

a 00 3 



c c 



!/)«»■ — 

.Si § E 
; s -S, 

: J* j= I 
> o c 
; -a 00 3 

':.B o ^• 



o 



-O = 

C 

.2 d 



-) ■ 



.E 
. E 

< -a 



:0 w) C 



5 .i; 
: .9 



f- E 



DO C 
3 -O 



g ' = S 



C C i . 

13 r; 

u - . 

•ss = 

c . ^ 

00 



u u. 5: «j o 



00 0* 
C T3 
3 C 



I- P 



§ g< 

5 



C " 

— w ^ 

g ^ s 
III 

c 3 <" 
S cj 

5 tS 2 



^g «J 



5^ 



3 _. 



-■ sg U tM 

f- *-t I— — 



N 5^ 



3 « 

1- I- 
■g-g.SP 

s «^ 

o Z o 
c s 

3 op o 



2:2 

= 35 
_l -o « 

E £? 

1- eo 3 

£ I OS 



Si. 



— L. C " 

i ' *-* DO 1 

o 



1- 7? S « 



o c ■ 

J= w J; 

•-Ho 

i 

,00 c ra 



C 

N 



Ely 

4> O 
> 0 

O 03 • 

Z ol 



;2 - — Jct^ 



H 



D o 
til 

Z-3 



— -o 
= "E 



E o 
p > 



c c c 

w dj ea 



4i « 

§■ = 

o 5 

'■BXu. 



.2 x: 5 

« f— = 

c i> ,0. 
■"" w 

111 

=5 J iS 

•^1 = 
5 c ~ 
3 2 



S.E- 
3 

3 ii 
"O — 

■H 

E = 

CO U 



■■a an " 
X X ^ ^ 

g M.^i n 



h o 
OS 



^ E 



N . 



V V3 

J t7) (/I QJ 



3 . 3 u 



ra CO 
a 

DO^ 

.Sr CO , 
C T3 

:0 



w > 



" c S 



CO u <L> 

U.Q as 

•o . C X 
- X 3 

c .a 3 oj 



I u " S 



Li 



I.; 

C I 
C J 



0 E •- 

— E ,<u 
„ 3 U. 

— C u CO 

. o JJ x: c 

' o 00 y o 

D-iS .— — 

OOx C CO 

I «l e 



Si -3' 

— X CO , 



= 5 



— _u .c ^ 



- ^ 

E "i o 

■ ^ 
i 5 2| 

i c = E.i! 
; <u CO 

' o ?< 00 



5 c .H c o 

■o i Q - • 

3 = 

2-- « « 2 
c := jO X 

.a>ciS a,^: 

5 5 o S ii' 
J. 2^5 c c- 
c re > 
o trt c H 
^ = X "c t= 

^ pii ra _u "O 
'5 c I 



(A C O 

'"eg 

. X3 ^ Jj) 

; 'So °3 a 

- S 00 



ra nj 



3 O- 

£ 2 r 



S o « 

P U (- <U 

•T3 O B g-C 

«s § * i 



:x Eu-s 

, t. ra t; 

'x E § ^ 



cx £fx 

u y O ,00 



OO'K > '~t 



c« w _: X .-'■ 



C 00 3 > - 

u «J < ,2 .5 



ra "O 

glll^ 



E:S 

aj O 



<x 



^-v ra e ^ 
c s ,c « 

3 



E cj 



i S" E E . 

^ CO 3 5 — U 

c glH^"3< 

i_ 3 ^ ' 

-a g 3 ; 

00 § =^< 

o o _. c . 

< 2-e s g^- 

c °< ox 

o S * S E ! 

r- ^ g Doc^^ 

P ■K c3 c 



o c P 



ra 

N ox 

:S CD 



,a cj t. — 
n ^ 'E 2 a'S o 



^ X o • 

cj 



o BiZ " E' 

■g i-e " s-i 

O c 1- "O X 

su: a a a > -' 



£in Stufenplan zur Losung der Afghanistan-Kiise 

Heute bcjginnt in New York eine UN-Konferesnz / Die Rolle Pakistans / Von Erhard Haubold, 



NEU-DELHI, 17. November. Die gro- 
(5c Afghanistan-Konferenz der Vereinten 
Nationen beginnt an diesem Montag in 
New York mit einigen Hoffnungen. Nach 
dent Machtwechsel in Pakistan sind die 
Aussi<^ten etwas besser gewoi"den fiir den 
Beginn eines politisclien Prozesses mit Stu- 
fen wie Waffenstillstand und Entmilitari- 
sierung Kabuls, Das glaubt nicht zuletzt 
der UN-Sonderbeauftragte fiir Afghani- 
stan, Norbert Holl, der am 7. November, 
einen Tag nach dem Sturz der Regierung 
Benazir Bhuttos, zum ersten Mai Vertreter 
der fundamentalistischen Taliban-Miliz 
und der nordlichen Allianz, die von dem 
Usbeken-General Abdul Rashid Dostum 
gefiihrt wird, in Islamabad zusammenbrin- 
gen konnte. HoII hat den gescheiterten 
Plan des entlassenen pakistanischen In- 
nenmintsten Babar (der einen Waflenstill- 
stand .als Ziel „an sich" vorsah) fur die 
I^l^ttS^on in New York neu tiberarbeitet. 
Danui teilnehmei wird zum ersten Mai 
audi Indies, das bi^er von 'solchen Ver- 
anstaltua^ suf Afiwelsung des UN-Ge- 
neraladbetSrs imner ansgeschlossen war: 
wei) Boutros-Ghali den ZusammenstoB 
zwischen Indien und Pakistan beim unwei- 
geriich auftauchenden Thcma Kaschmir 
vermeiden wollte. Die ubrigen Teilnehmer 
der am Montag beginnenden Konferenz 
sind die Mitglieder des Sicherheitsrats, alle 
Nachbarlander sowic, als stabilisierende 
Faktoren, Nationen, die mit Afghanistan 
uneigcnniitzige, freundschaftliche Bezie- 
hungen unierhalten: Deutschland, Italien 
und Japan. Afghanistan selbst ist freilich 
nicht vertreten. Die intemationalen Arzte- 
stehen urn ein leeres Patientenbett, weil 
niemand weiB, wer von den streitenden 
Gruppen einzuladen ware und wer fiir 
ganz Afghanistan sprechen konnte, 

DaB Pakistan die fundamentalistischen 
Taliban umerstiitzt, die drei Viertel Af- 
ghanistans unter ihre Kontrolle gebracht 
haben. wird von Islamabad bestritten, von 
alien Nachbarn und unabhangigen Beob- 
achtern aber als festes Datum einkalku- 
liert. Genauso wie die bemcrkenswerten 
Sympathien Amerikas, das in den frauen- 
feindlichen KoranschQIern eine wertvolle 
Gegenkraft gegen Iran sfrftt. Beide, Ame- 
rika und Pakistan, sind an Ruhe in Afgha- 
nistan interessiert, weil dort und im Nor- 
den betrachtliche wirtschaftiiche und geo- 
strategische Gewinne zu machen sind: ein 
Markt von mehr als fiinfzig Millionen 
Mcnschen, dazu wichtige Ressourcen wie 
Erdol, Kohle, Baumwolle, Kupfer, Gold 
und Uran in den fiinf zenlralasiatischcn 
Republikcn Turkmenistan, Usbekistan, 
Tadschikistan, Kyrgystan und Kazach- 
stan. Spekuliert werden darf dariiber, von 
welcher der bciden AuBcnmachte die be- 
trachtlichen Geldmcngcn kamen, mit de- 
nen die Taliban bei ihrem sicgreichen, oft 



kampflosen Vcmarsch die drtlichen 
Kommandeure der degenseitil aussahlten. 
An den Sympathien Amerikas und Paki- 
stans wird sich grundsatzlich nichts an- 
dem, was aber subtile Gewichtsverschie- 
bungen nicht ausschlieBt. Nicht nur der 
UN-Emissar Holl hat den Eindruck, daB" 
nach dem Sturz BcnaJir'Bhuttos und ihres 
aggressiven ' Inncnministers NasiruUah 




Foto Marcus Kaufliold 



Khan Babar die Atissichteo aiif mnoi Ver- 
handlungsfrieden in Afg^nistao.gev^adi- 
sen sind. Amerika konnte' etwas mehr auf 
die internationale Meinung Rucksicht 
nehmen wollcn. Und in Pakistan amtiert, 
nicht zum ersten Mai, als AuBenminister 
der erfahrenc und gebildete Diplomat 
Sahibzada Yacoob Khan, der den Verein- 
ten Nationen „Zusammenarbeit" signali- 
siert hat. 

, Stolpersteine freilich bleiben genug, und 
nicht wenige der vor der Afghanistan- 
Konferenz umlaufenden Ideen sind in den 
vergangenen Jahren schon mehrmals und 
erfolglos ausprobiert worden. Die Taliban 
haben angeboten, daB sic ihre Milizen 
nach Kabul zuriicknehmen konnten, die 
Hauptstadt aber niemals verlassen wiir- 
den. Damit wird die gegnerische nordliche 

'Allianz, die sich auf den Salang-PaB (Ge- 
neral Dostum) und den Zugang zum 

■'Panjshir-Tal (Massud) zuriickzuzichen 
hatte, nicht zufrieden sein. Der Usbeken- 
General Dostum, der in Mazar-i-Sharif ein 
halbwegs liberates Regime fuhrt, will si- 
cherstellen, daB der Funtfeunentalismus 
der Talibaji sich nicht noch weiter nach 
Norden ausbreitet. Und ' beide," Dostum 
und Massud, der Verteidigungsminister 
der ; vertriebenen Regierung Rabbanis, 
wollen das Juwel Kabul, wie zerstort cs 
immer sein mag, nicht aufgeben. Ein Waf- 
fenstillstand konnte am Anfang, die Ent- 
militarisierung Kabuls am Ende einer poli- 
tischen Stufenleiter stehen. Die falligcn 
und hitzig werdenderi Diskussionen iiber 
die Zusammensetziing einer „neutralen" 
Polizeikraft haben noch nicht einmal be- 
gonncn. Die Biirgerkriegsparteien wollcn 
weder UN-Blauhelme noch von den isla- 
mischen Landem in der OIC entsandte 
Truppen. Denkbar warcn Afghanen unter 
Kontrolle der Vereinten Nationen. Die 
den Waffenstillstand iiberwachende Kom- 
mission konnte urn anerkannte einheimi- 
sche Pcrsonlichkeiten erweitert werden - 
zu einer Lok Jirgah, einem Altestenparla- 
ment, das dann die letzte Stufe des politi- 
schen Prozesses, die Entscheidung des „af- 
ghanischcn Volkes" iiber die endgiiltige 
Regierungsform, vorbereiten konnte. Das 
ist vici Zukunftsmusik. Hoffnung macht 
zunachst nur, dafi die KoniHeUation fur ei- 
nen von den UN vermittdt^ Frieden giin- 
stiger geworden ist. Die Atmosphare in 
Pakistan hat sich gewandelt, die T^Jib^an 
konnten merken, daQ die Unterstutzung 
von dort eine qualifiziirtav geWorden ist 
und dafi sie militarisch eine Ausdehnung 
erreicht haben, die weder Pakistan noch 
Amerika zunachst vergroBert sehen woi- 
len. Moglicherweise sehen die Fundatnen- 
talisten auch ein, daB sie etwas „geben" 
miisscn, wcnn sie ihre Herrschaft politisch 
konsolidicrcn und international anerkannt 
werden wollen. 
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In thiuU to the one-eyed 



Ihe Observer 29 Sentemh^r iook 



prophet of the Tahban 



23 YEARS OF TURMOIL 



1973 King Zahir Shah ousted in military coup led by 
cousin Mohammad Daoud. 

1978 President Daoud killed in coup. Nur Mohammad 
Taraki elected president of revolutk)nary council. 

1979 HafizuHah Amin appointed Prime Minister, be- 
comes President after shootout in which Taraki is 
killed. In December. Soviet troops land in Kabul 
Babrak Karmal becomes President Amin executed. 

1980 UN General Assembly calls for withdrawal of for- 
eign troops. Afghan guerrillas in Pakistan receive 
arms from Pakistan, US, Saudi Arabia. Egypt, China. 
1986 Mohammed Nafibullah becomes President 

1988 Pakistan, Afghanistan, the Soviet Unx}n and the 
US sign agreement for withdrawal of Soviet troops. 

1989 Last Soviet soldier leaves in April Mojahedin 
consultative coundl elects nxxierate Si)ghatullah 
Mojadidi President and hardliner Abdurrab Rasul 
Sayyaf Prime Minister. 

1992 NapbuUah deposed and Mojadk£ becomes head 
of state, soon replaced by Burhanudcfin RabbanL 
'893 Factk)nal fighting leaves more than 10.000 dead. 

1994 Battles reduce Kabul to rubble. Mohammad 
Omar Akhund sets up Talban. Islamic student group 
that emerges as guerrilla force. 

1995 Taliban forces reach Kabul in Februarv. but are 
repeiied. In October, they are back. 
^896 In April, 1,000 MusTim clergymen choose Taliban 
leader Mullah Mohammed Omar as Amir, denouncing 
Rabbani as unfit to lead Isiamk; nation. On 27 Septem- 
ber, after conquering large areas of the country, 
Taliban takes control of Kabul, hanging Najtoullah and 
his brother Shahpur Ahmadzai, and declaring that 
Afghanistan is a 'completely Islamk: state*. 



nition is at hand. Pakistam Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto, who is in 
London tomorrow, may affirm 
neutrality in the affairs of Afghani- 
stan. But her country's secret ser- 
vice, the infamous Inter Services 
Intelligence, has a long history of 
meddling. E^resident Jimmy Carter 
channelled funds through it to the 
mojahedin to destabilise Soviet 
power. 

After the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, mojahedin warlords pre- 
sided over chaos. Bandits taxed 
and disrupted trade; corruption 
and crime were rampant; many 
women were raped amid the gen- 
eral lawlessness. Tahban courage 
combined with popular resent- 
ment to produce an almost ir- 



byAnnidbnip 



A ONE-EYED prophet, rechisive 
and oracular, is for the moment in 
charge of Kabul. The victory of his 
Taliban army has e^loded once 
more the idea that history is dead 
and that the Cold War ended in 
victory for the West 

Into the vacuum left in Afjgiiani- 
stan by the failure of Soviet power 
has swept a movement with no 

political baggage but with a purify- 
ing Islamic zeal and a cruel sense of 
justice. 

Taliban (students of religion) 
has a passion to stamp out corrup- 
tion and Western decadence. How- 
ever, it crushes mudLelse, particu- 
larly the rights of women. 

It rules fear bat its 50,000 men, 
who are predominantly Bashtun 
tribesmen from areas bordering 
P akistan, are fearless: they walk 

acrossjmn€^dds_into_enemy fire. 
Pakistan has been quick to recog- 
nise the new regime in Kabul hop- 
ing for a compliant dient state. 

The United States, which helped 
Pakistan to fund. arms via Saudi 
Arabia, has hinted that recog- 



resistible military advance. The 
Taliban movement emerged in 
1994. It was set up by a senior 
mullah from Kandahar, Moham- 
med Omar Akhund. He was a field 
commander in the struggle against 
the Soviet Union, and was appa- 
rently wounded at least once. But 
he is a mystical rather than a 
bellicose figure who is said to talk 
in riddles. 

Kandahar, the old royal capital 
in the hot and dusty South, has a 
special significance for Muslims. In 
1761 the Khirqa, or Qoak, of the 
Prophet Mohammed, was brought 
here; in stressful times it is dis- 
played to the faithful 

This year a huge crowd watched 
as Mullah Omar held it up to them. 
A conclave of Taliban clergy de- 
clared him Amir, or leader, of all 
Muslims in the world. Only three 
such Amirs had been declared 
before. 

The Taliban fighting force was 

formed fi-om refugees in Pakistan's 
border provinces of North-West 
Frontier and Baluchistan. They 

^d been educated in the TTia^Ws 
(Koramc schools), which are spon- 
sored by the the Association of 
Islamic Schools. These teach a rig- 
oroi^ form of the traditional Suimi 
Muslim faith. 

Mullah Omar presides over a 
collective leadership. Much is dele- 
gated to local commanders. His 
aeputy, MuHah Mohammad Rab- 
oani (no relation of the ousted 
fr^ent), appears to be in charge 
m Kabul ^ 

F or Pakistan, Mullah Omar was 
an ^bactive alternative in Kabul 
to Prime Minister Gulbuddin 
Hekma^, leader of the integra- 
tionist Hizbe Islami party, onrof 
the most fanatical of the feudal 
tribesmen with a blood-curdhng 
reputation for savagery. He too is a 
f ashtun and during the anti-Soviet 
war had been the main beneficiary 



of Pakistani funds and American 
weapons. 

Islamabad dropped hirn^ judging 
him extremist, unpopular, and in- 
effectual. Hekmatyar, after orga- 
nising a bloody siege of Kabul in 
1994, ralhed to the regime there re- 
conciliog himself to his historic 
enemies of the Jamaat Islami 
party, Ahmad Shah Masood and 
Burhanuddin Rabbani. To these 
enmities there was a strong tribal 
sub-te.xt: Hizbe Islami was radical 
and Pashtun; Jamaat was Tadzhik 
(the second most numerous tribe) 
and more moderate. 

The 'student' army was at first 
greeted with acclaim by a popula- 
tion sunk m poverty and weary of 
disorder. Yet its initial popuIarit\^ 
faded as its rigorous appHcation of 
Islamic laws unfolded. 

AU the usual cruelties of Sharia 
(strict Islamic law) took place- 
hmbs of thieves were cut ofE; 
drunks and adulterers were 

stoned, women were disbarred 
from a life outside the home: even 
watching TV became a crime, 
along with music and laughter. 

Nowhere was Taliban's rule 
more oppressive than ui Herat, a 
Persian-influenced and Farsi- 
speaking city with a strong attach- 
ment to culture and education and 
close to Iran. The movement closed 
the girls' schools, forced women to 
cover their faces with the bitrka 
and imposed rules regarded as 
totally alien. 

Afghanistan remains of intense 
interest to the major powers. Rus- 
sia fears the contagion of Islamic 
fundamentalism. India has a tacit 
pact with Moscow to contaiu 
Saudi-American influence to the 
South. 

US support for Taliban is harder 
to explain. After all. Islamic funda- 
mentalism is one of the dirtier 
phrases in the Washington lexicon. 
But Taliban is useful because, with 
its devotion to the harshest form of 
Sunni orthodoxy, it loathes the 
Shias of America's old enemy, Iran. 
As for, Tehran, it dislikes these 
rebels cordially. But, if it can 
return its up to three million 
Afghan refugees, pragmatism may 
triimiph. This year Iran offered 
Taliban leaders in Herat wheat and 
oil. 

Thanks to its mountains and 
fierce people, Afghanistan avoided 
colonial rule in. the nineteenth cen- 
tury. Britain and Tsarist Russia 
treated it as a non-aligned buffer 
state. Even Stalin maintained cor- 
rect relations ^*1th the Afghan 
king. iMohammed Zahir Shah, the 
deposed monarch, now fives in 
Rome. 



Panic grips A^hagcapital as mullalis impose iundamentali 
rule and soldiers defile executed fpmier leader 



The 0bseiY(gr29^pti^l)CT 1^ 




mercy to flight 




The fanatical Taliban 
willMpose stability 
through Maipic 
justice,lte^ 
writes MliaM 



THE rotting bodies of Dr Moham- 
med N^ibullah, the former Presi- 
dent, Ms brother, and two of bis 
aides still hang 1b Kabul, a humili- 
ation and a warning. Every build- 
ing along the road to the A %han 
capital bears the scars of heavy 
fighting. Truck ctmtainers used as 
warehouses.- shops and houses lie 
burst (Q)en by shellfire on the sand. 
It is an archaeolo^cal site 
layered with the evidesice of al- 
most two decades of war. Mounds 
of sheD cases lie at ^he side of the 
road,'"but the tahks which fired 
themhavegone../ 

'Die TalO^m^Ianiic militia have 
come said ^coc^iiaered with stun- 
ning speed; ai^ last night they 
movednar&, dahningto have cap- 
tured tile JParwan provincial capi- 
tal of Chftriltaf. "ni^ were said to 
be pursdng the farces of oust^ 
Presidsot Burfaanuddin Rabbani 
toward the government military 
base of Jabal-ios-Seraj. 

Even -the Taliban forces have 
been sorpiised by the rapid pace of 
the retreat '.^jnoQg Kabul's middle 
class ihere.was panic. A traffic jam 
cic^gjl^ti^^coads out of the ctty to 
tiie oarft as dvil servants and the 
ridl fled ib£ Taliban advance. We 
were forced to carry a grov^) of 
Taliban figiiters into town; their 
tnuik had broken down. They were 
country boys, awestruck at th^ 
oronmand of the capital, and ex- 
hausted after a twoday battle 
^ch had brou^ fham. control of 
tiie country. 



It took the Taliban fighters some 
hours to realise that the city was 
theirs but by midnigjit they had 
secured most- gos te mment build- 
ings. Before dawn, crowds of chil- 
dren gathered to greet the Taliban 
reinforcements who followed the 
main attack in iToyota 'Hilux' 
pickup trucks. 

At lam, Taliban fighters ap- 
ptoadied the United Nations com- 
pound and asked to see the man 
they called the 'special guest'. 

Najibullahhad lived under UNpro- 
tection since the collapse of his 
Communist regime four years ago 
A Turkish UN ofEcial refiised ac- 
cess to the guerrillas, but after an 
argument they forced their way in 
and seized Najibullah and his 
brother Shahpur Ahmadzai 

Najibullah was shot in the side of 
the head and at first light his blood- 
soaked body, stm in pyjamas, was 
hung from a traffic control point 
near the presiteitial palace EEs 
brother, who had been held for five 
hoins, was hanged alongside him. 

The humiliation continued after 
their deaths. The bodies were 
swung aroimd by lifle butts to the 
delight of passing fighters. A ciga- 
rette was put between Najibullah's 
fingers, and banknotes pushed up 
the noses of both men, in a gro- 

tesfui pastJdy of honours given at 
a weddii^ ceremony. 
The bodies were left to hang 

; from the vantage point Traffic 
police came to work as usual and 
stood at the side, directing traffic 
and pedestrians around the grim 
qjedacle. On Friday night two of 
Najibullah's senior colleagues — 
his bodyguard. General Jafsar, and 

. hisaide,Tokhi— joined him hang- 
ing by the roundabout 

i The public executions have hor- 

■ rifiedmanyresidents of Kabul The 



excesses of the mojahedin leaders 
who drove the CommuDists from 
power had mellowed public opin- 
ion about Najibullah. Out of the 
hearing of Taliban soldiers, many 
people expressed their dismay. 

Yesterday, Kabul radio con- 
firmed the imposition of Tahban's 
version of Sharia (strict Islamic 
law), and there were very few 
women on the streets. Otherwise, 
Kabul has been httle affected by 
the change of government Previ- 
ous takeovers have been marked 
by looting. But for the most part, 
Taliban has k^ its ha&ds (S.dne 
Tahban soldier challeiiged me to 
put a $5 bin into a pile of aban- 
doned ammunition, claiming that 
it would still be there in a week 

The Taliban spiritual leader 
Mullah Mctommed Omar Akh- 
und, says he will not take any 
political position in the new gov- 
ernment He has announced that 
his movement now represents Af- 
ghanistan and is seeking recogni- 
tion from the outside world! Is- 
lamic countries are dividing on 
predictable lines. 

The number two in the move- . 
ment. Mullah Rabbani, is the most 
powerful figure in the new six-man 
government I first met him on the 
eve of the final victory in Taliban's 
headcpiarters in Jalalabad. After 

the fall of Kabul, he sat unnoticed, 
cross-legged on the groxmd, eating 
a melon, among hundreds of 
bearded, black-turbanned fighters 
on the lawn of the presidential 
palace. There is Httite room for 
ceremony or material comfort 
among these men. 

Rabbani outlined his move- 
ment's plans for a pure Islamic 
state governed by laws which win 
prevent women working or receiv- 
ing education, mid where televi- 
sion and any image of the human 
body are banned. Nine men have 
already had their hands cut off for 
stealing in Tahban areas. 

The most visible agn of confi- 
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them from the streets 
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Sarah Horner 

reports from 
Afghanistan's 
capital, newly 
conquered by 
fundamentalists 



Women in the Afghan capital, 
Jbul, woke up last Friday 
tnoming to find the whole cul- 
ture of their dty had changed 
following the lafiban take-over. 
As the fundamentalist militia 
had swept towards the dty, the 
government of President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani was 
forced to retreat north. 

At dawn on Saturday, Is- 
lamic deiics broadcast a new 
code of behaviour from the 
loudspeakers of mosques. 
Women should stay at home, 
the edict said. If they ventured 
out, they should be covered 
from head to toe. And they 
should not work. 

By yesterday, hardly any 
women dared venture outside 
and there were reports of 
women being beaten by the 
roadside in the south of the dty 
for being "inappropriately^ 
dressed. Women's organisations 
have closed and it seems that 
many of their members have left 
Kabul. Girls' schools have been 
dosed as female teachers are not 
able to go to work. 



Hospitals are also suffering. 
All are staffed by a large num- 
ber of femsde doctors and 
nurses. The situation is so bad 
that the Taliban have broadcast 
on local radio appealing for all 
male doctors to come into work. 

Those women who could not 
or did not want to leave Kabul 
.are trying to adjust to a life 
I which is totally alien to every- 
thing they know. 

None of the women I spoke 
to would let me use their names 
or identify them in any way. 
Some said Kabul had become 
a huge prison. Others felt as if 
they were dead; and one said 
she wished she was dead. 

"I have to go out to work," 
she said. **! can't stay at home. 
If I go out, I will be killed. But 
it's better fca-m&if I am kiUed." 

inacity^^ieie 18 years of war 
have left an estimated 25,000 
widows, many are the sole sup- 
porters of large families. 

••What should wc cat?" said 
one young woman who is sup- 
porting five other people. *Ti I 
can't work, what ^nll they do?" 

All the women expressed 
anger that the laliban are us- 
ing Islam to deny them human 
rights. They said that nowhere 
in the Koran does it say that 
women have to stay at home. *1Lf 
Islam is like th^" said one 
woman, who supports six peo- 
ple, "then I am not a Muslim." 

The Koran, they say, guar- 
antees equal rights to men and 
women. 



The president ot the Islam- 
ic Women's Movement of 
Afghanistan, Amena Safi Afeali, 
said last month that the Taliban 
have no knowledge of Islam. 
The Koran, she said, allows 
women to work, learn and par- 
tidpate fully in sodety. 
"The things that the Taliban 
; are doix^," she said, "are not 
j only against the prindple of Is- 
; lam but are also against the prin- 
I .dple of human rights." - 
i The United Nations' special 
i envoy to Afghanistan, Norbert 

HoU, said yesterday he saw 
hopeful qgns in talks with the 
Taliban on issues such as 
women's rights. The UN em- 
ploys many women and has al- 
ready suspended educational 
activities in areas previously 
captured by the TalibaxL 

Mr HoH said he had discussed 
the role of women along with 
human li^ts in a two-hour 
meeting with the Taliban's in- 
terim sfeani, or council *T[ hope 
this does not remain a dialogue 

'I have to go 
out to work. If 
ls& is like 
this;rtiien i am 
not'i Muslim' 



with both sides sitting on prin- 
dples," he said. "I hope we can 
find some practical solutions. I 
had indications for some hope." 
Mr Holl refused to elaborate. 



1 he restrictions have also hit 
the press: a woman journalist 
working for Assodated Press 
was barred firom attending a 
news conference by Mullah Mo- 
hammed Rabbani, the leader of 
KabuTs newfy formed governing 
coundL But women in Kabul 

have little hope; they are fear- 
ful for their human rights and 
for their lives. Much of the cap- 
ital's female population are ed- 
ucated and articulate and have 
grown up in a progressive sod- 
ety, which after the 1979 coup 
was run by a Soviet-backed 
Communist regime. 

"People should have opin- 
ions," said one woman passionr 
ately, "but Fm sure if I asked 
them to discuss the issue with 
me they would say I was 
against T^iiam and they would kill 
me." 

Some women hoped that the 
laliban would become less re- 
strictive and realise that many 
of Kabul's women must either 
work or starve. 

If the laliban do not ease up, 
then the consequences could be 
disastrous as an already near- 
starving population heads into 
the bitterly cold winter. 

"If women can't do official 
work," said one woman, "they 
will do unofBdal work on the 
streets. You know wh?t I mean? 
And they will be killed." 

One of the Caliban's first acts 
was to execute the former pres- 
ident, Dr NajibuUah, and his 
brother, Shaipur Ahmadzai, and 
hang their mutilated bodies on 
public di^lay. "If they can do this 
to someone who was the presi- 
dent," said one woman, '^vhat 
will they do to us?" 
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Kabul's protection of billionaire 
Islamic leader will infuriate Clinton 



by Arnold lamp 



THE BILLIONAIRE godfather 
of Islandc terrorism, Osama 
bin T ^c k m, was said yesterday 
to be in Afig^hanistan under the 
protection of the Taliban 
militia. 

This wiU infuriate the US, 
^^ch is widely beheved to 
have^ been , sponsoring -the 
Talihan as a buffer- against 
Iran and as a bulwark against 
• drugs and terrorism. 

The Xrs may find itself sup- 
porting^ a' movement which is 
not only oh good terms with 
one of its most reviled ene- 
mies, but >iag also launched a 
ruthless attack on the rij^ts 
of women. 

The London-based news- 
paper Al Hayat reported yes- 
terday^jthat bin_I^den^an ex- 
lle3'^iufi Arabiai^was near 
the city of Jalalabad. He 
moved tothft/gistyT^ 
of Nangfftli^ga^ra. five-year 
exile in SifaaTi /\ "i?; 

The TJS'State D^jartment 
recently calledliim 'one ofihe 
most significant financial 
spons(^ a£:iEQamic extremist 
activiti^ in the worid todays. 
Last xncnith the^iome Office 
banniedliim fiisnf attehdin^oi 
Islamic raDy mLoodon wffih 
was cancelkkf 2dt short notice. ; 

A membearrqf^ane cf Saudi 
Arabia's wealtfakst merdiant 
families, he has been stripped 
of his nationality . He is sus- 
pected -of being a.£nancier of 
radical Islaimct.^oui». in 
Egypt mwjhasralled for aholy 
war to ^ect US •Cr^sadei^ 

4^ .fioj^ai^^abtiDg iboroes 

the businesanan 'enjoyed 
Jam and.frrpTT&nt relations 

^lib^^mnce before [the 
mbvementl entered Jalalabad 
and Kabul'. 

The US has denied sponsor- 
ing the Taliban. An nfpHai 
said: WeTe not choosing. 
These people walked into Ka- 



bul and they are no more or 
less legitimate thai) those sit- 
ting there last week.' 

Rumours of US support, 
however, remain strong. The 
motives behind it are thought 
to be a desire to check Iran, 
which it regards as the world's 
leading sponsor of terrorism, 
and to sanitise Afghanistan. 
Assistant Secretary of State 
Robin Raphel has said the 
country has been trans- 
formed, after mc»?e thari four 
years of ruinous pyil war 
between rival Islainlc forces, 
into a 'conduit for drugs, 
crime and terrorism'. 

The Tahban claim to oppose 
the drugs trade that has made 
Afghanistan one of the lead- 
ing sxippliers of opium poppies 
— raw material for heroin 
reaching the West. 

A. -Taliban . official, 
Shirmo hammed Stanekzai, 
gave pubhc assurances in Ka- 
bul last week that the Taliban 
would no longer allow the 
country to be \ised as *a train- 
ing ground or, haven for for- 
eign extremists*. He added: If 
foreign terrorists fall into the 
Taliban's hands, we will pun- 
ish them hard.' ^ . 

Generous si^ port for the 
Taliban from Pakistan, which 
wants to padfy its neighbour 
for its owij strategic and eco- 
nomic motives, has been well- 
documented, though in Lon- 
don ^t week President 
Bhutfo persisted in rfpniafc; of 
official ihvDlvement. 

Many in Kabul beheve Paki- 
stan's-ally, the US, is mvolved. 
A higjMcanking UN nffiHai 
■ there sai± T have no reason to 
^beheve the US is not involved 
^TDrsome way» throu^ Paki- 
. l^ah. Tte'US wants law and 
"Order in Alg^ianistan, and the 
Tahlwn now seem like the 
best bet' ; 

■ , . . Yesterday, the Tahban mih- 
tia launched an attack on the 
stronghold of former govern- 
ment mihtary chief Ahmad 
Shah Mass Massoud. 





war to 
valley of fear 

Jonathan Steele in Gulbahar 
reports from both sides of the 
front line Afghan civil war 



?1GHTING flared yesterday 
jetween the Taliban Tnilltias 
jod fbe forces dT Abmed Shah 
Massood, tbe DeEence Miius- 
ter in the former AE g^ati gov- 
ernment, in the first serious j 
dashes since the Taliban cap- ! 
tared Kabful nine days ago. ! 

The mifitias were launching 
rodcets and firing anti-aircraft 
rawnm ixAo the mouth of the 
Panjshir valley, last strong- 
hold of the deposed govern- i 
ment Massoud's forces sent ) 
sheDs back into Golbahar, the ' 
Taliban-held town on the edge 
of the valley. Reporters saw at 
least one Taliban dead and j 
several wounded. 

It was not dear whether the 
fightin g presaged an assault 
by Taliban on the valley, a 
natural fortress extremely 
hard to t^^^ The former De- 
fence Minister fought off sev- 
eral offensives' by Soviet 
troops in a decade of war and 




has vowed to keep the new 
" enemy equally at bay. 

"nie exchange of fiie started 
soon aftKT- Tillage elders in 
Gulbahar asked Massoud to 
remove his forward obserwa- 
tion posts Ixam a mvde^tads 
used by bnndieds of dvQians 
to escape from the PaxQsibir. 
The TaEban apgerenflY took 
advantage of the puTlhadt to 
move up the trads themselves. 

A few hours earlier we saw 
the track dogged with people 



' carrying whatever they could. 
Bowed tmder metal trunks 
strc^>ed to their backs, small 
boys clambered down the 

' steep path above the river. 
Massoiid's fbrces had mined 

' tl«B first , few kilometres of 
ro9d ^om Gulbahar. the| 
frontSiie village. The first' 

i bridge was dynamited away. 

■ The gun barrel of a lone taij£ | 

■ painted down the road in case ' 
, the Taliban attempted to de- 
fuse the nnnes with a human 

I wave (rf devoted infawtry,. 
To av(M bidd&fhed. T)£a$s- 
oud bad encouraged dvihans 
to eso^. even if it meant 
moving into Taliban territory. 
The mouth of the 60-kilo- 
metre^QDg Panjshir valley is 
the eaaest way to leave, al- 
thoo^ because of the mined 
road peopl&ibad to travel for ; 
lip to an hour (HI a mnk trade 
ion the side jof the gorge' to 
i«ach GuIbahar.AbduI Aziz, a 



teadier from Bazaxak, was 
stumbling the last few. hun- 
dred yards wheni mefhim. He 
was carryiiig one son, while 
two others held their mother's 
hand. 'We stayed in the Pan- 
j^iar throu^out the Soviet 
occupation, but this time de- 
dded to leave.' 

On a small outcrop of rock 
beside the path, five teenage 
soldiers of Massoud's forces; 
seined surprisingly relaxed 
in the hours befioe the firing. 
They offered to give us tea at 
their camp higher up the 
mountain. One said he was a 
tank driver. On the drive firan ' 
Kabul we had passed dozens of 
abandoned tanks and arm- 
oured personnel carrisrs. left 
as "gove rninent- r^r ce£ 

■ retreated, north a week ago. \ 
"MaSsoad dedded to pull his 
forces out of £[abul because if j 
he had fou^t there thousands ' 
would have died,' said Abdul 
Wahed. the tank driver, loy- 
ally. More truthfully, he 
added: 'Several tanks broke 
down and we could not repair 
them. We also didnt have 
enough flieL' 

In Gulbahar. the Taliban j 
forces strolled casually ; 
throat the town. Moham- 
med Shoedh, a young com- 
]Q2iader,wearing passes Crare 
for an Afi^ian soldier of ettfaer. 
side), said he was in charge of 
thirty men. Unlike most 
Tahban. who are Pashtu firom 
southern Afghanistan, he and 
his soldiers were Dari-^Kak- 
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ingrTsijOcs fitan &e nortbreast 
Badaktehah province border- 
ing the former Soviet UhitHi. 

It sremed a dever move to 
put tibem ia the J^ront line 
against Massoud,'also a Tapk. 
'We^regCKDgintotfaePaiQsbir, 
and thea Badakhf^.' Ihe 
lieutenant said. He then broke 
from the puhhc tinp, whidi 
stresses that the Taliban have 
no habile designs on their 
nei^ibouis: Witix a boast of ; 
the kind whi^ has cansed 
treours In Moscow aad the 
r^ublics of Central Asia, the 
lieutenant sai± 'After that, we 
will move on into Uzbekistan, 
Tfgikistan, and all the other 
countries wtere the Commu- 
nists are.* 

Ihree mflRs back from the 

front line, the Taliban have set 
up their northern headquar- 
ters in an old Massoud base on 
the edge of Jebd us Sarsj. 
They have a lorryload of 
Katyusha rockets, several 
tanks and a fleet of four- 
^rtxed-drive Japanese off-road 
cats, many liberated from the 
previous govraimient. 

On the other northern fix>nt, 
the Saliaag pass and tmmd 
which lead to the flat plains of 
the Oxus, the Taliban face an 
even more daunting barrier 
th tfin the Paqjshir. General 
Abdul Rashid Dostam. a wily 
Uzbek warlord, has dis- 
patched his best troops to 
guard the southern ap- 
prpadies to the tunnel Tanks 
mA mortars face down the 



hairpins of the mountainside; 
the Taliban would have little 
chance of a frontal assault. 

The Taliban have made 
overtures to Dostam, but he is 
also believed to be in contact 
with Russia, which hopes he 
will resist any Taliban ad- 
vance and hold northern Af- 
ghanigtan as a buffer zone for 
the rest of Central Asia. 

For now, the general is in a 
strong position. He can wait 
and see whether the Taliban 
modi^ their extremism as 
they implement their kind of 
Islam in Kabul and other 
cities they have conquered. 
He can ^so find out what 
price the Taliban would pay 
for his support But Massoud 
has-h^e chance of a deal 
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its bearded 
conquerors 



TRY to imagine that London to- 
day had suddenly been invaded 
bv Vikinss wearing homed hel- 
mets and armour, and that the 
Londoners had to do exartly 
what they said," a foreign aid 
woiicer cx)mmented. "Thaf s what 
Kabul is like under the Taliban." 

Several thousand residents of 
the Afghan capital fled as the 
fiercely Islamic Taliban warriors 
approached the dty 10 days- 
ago^ But that is far fewer than 
the figure of 150,000 originally 
put ^x)ut by relief agencies 
who,, rather hysterically, com- 
pared the Taliban to the JKhmer 
Rouge. There have been ex- 
cesses, though, as there would be 
if Vikings were running London. 

Men have been dragged off 
their bicycles and forced to pray 
in the mosque, and militiamen 
have beaten women whose body- 
length veil was a little short or 
too transparent Some 25,000 
war widows, many of whom held 
cleaning or secretarial jobs to 
feed their families, are now 
without any wages, because the 
TaUban has told them to stay at 
home, aiid all schools have been 
closed so that the mullahs in 
charge of the movement - whose 
only education is the Koran -can 
draft new cuniculums. The ques- 
tion of whether girls can return 
to the classroom at all is still un- 
der consideration- 
Ill their nightly radio decrees 
the TaEban recently demanded 
that all state crnployees, from air- 
line pilots down to postmen, 
must wear beards because the . 
Prophet Mohammed did. On the 
flight into Kabul, the usually 
smooth-checked stewards on 
the state-run airline, Ariara, all 
looked like grizzled lony drivers. 
The stewardesses had just been 
told &at their job was un-Islamic, 
and so they sat in the passenger 
seats, covered in black veils and 
looking like ruffled crows. 
It was the first time I had ever 

flown into Kabul, however, with- 
out having to worry about being 
hit by a rebel missile, and even 



Peace of a kind has • 
come to Afghanistan, 
Tim McGirk finds. 
But who is behind 
its new masters? 

though a few Afghans had gone 
into the toilet to change out of 
their jeans into the baggy pan- 
taloons preferred by the Taliban, 
they seemed to think it was a 
small inconvenience to pay for 
peace in their country. 

That has not stopped them 
from wondering who their new 
rulers are, or who is behind 
thenL Several days ago, it is said, 
a private jet with Pakistani army 
markings touched down briefly 
at Kabul airport It stayed just 
long enough for a smartly 
dresed Pakistani officer to climb 
out and hand two mysterious 
suitcases to the turbanned rep- 
resentatives of the Taliban. 

What was in the suitcases? 
Stac±s of dollars? Instructions 
from Pakistani military intelli- 
gence on how to besiege the last 
bastion of the former regime, 
now dug in for a last stand in the 
northern Panjshir Valley? Or 
did the suitcases simply contain 
gifts from a friendly neighbour- 
ing government? In Kabul such 
rumours are as mudi the food of 
daily hfe as rum bread. 

The defeated goverrmient of 
President Burhanuddin Rab- 
bani, whose soldiers fled the Tal- 
iban advance in everyavailable 
vehide, accuses thr movement 
of being nothing more than a 
pawn of Pakistan and the Unit- 
ed Stales. There is con^jelling ev- 
idence that the "Ddiban - who 
started out two years ago, draw- 
ing their militiamen from the Ko- 
ranic schools, the A^ian refugee 
rstvrtpfi and, later, from the ranks 
of defeated local wariords - did 
indeed receive substantial aid 
from Pakistan 

If the CIA, covertly through 
Pakistan, is helping the laliban. 



it is doubtful that tfic movement 
even knows this is happening. 
The Ainericans think, quite pos- 
sibly wrongly, that their interests 
converge with the Taliban's in 
several spheres: the movement 
might "act .as a bairier to Iran's 
designs m ceaitial Asia; the Tzl- 
iban executes drug-traffickers 
(a few of them, anyway) and 
many of the Arab terrorists who 

were given protection by the 
renegade commanders arc wor- 
ried enough about the Taliban to 
pack up and leave AfghanistaiL 
It would certainly be naive to 
think that the Tahban collected 
enough alms in mosques to 
equip and feed a mihtia of over 
25,000 men, many of whom 
speak Urdu, the language of Pak- 
istan. Direct Pakistani invoWe- 

The movement first attracted 
attention when Afghan bandit 
commanders hijacked a convoy 
of 30 Pakistani trucks bound for 
central Asia. The Taliban, led by 
a sn-man council of derics based 
m the southern town of Kanda- 
har, rescued the convoy and 
opened trade routes for Pakistan 
mto the former Soviet repubhcs 
- long a cherished aim of the Is- 

ment may be hard to prove, but 
dq)lomats and mihtary eapexts in- 
terviewed in Kabul and Islam- 
abad claim the Taliban may be 
a creation of Pakistan's Interior 
Minister, Nasirullah Babar, who 
has close affinities with the 
Pathan tribes inhabiting the 
deserts and craggy badlands of 
western Pakistan and southern 
Afghanistan. 



lamabad government Whether 
Pakistan can keep its purported 
creation under control now t^iat 
it has captured Kabul is anoth- 
er matter. 

Islamabad will shed no tears 
for Mr Rabbani's forces, against 
whom the Tahban were report- 
ed to have launched a final of- 
fensive yesterday, but it may be 
less happy if Kabul's new mas- 
ters go on to confront another 
of its clients, the former Com- 
munist general, Abdul Rashid 
Dostam, who has carved himself 
out a caliphate in the north. 

General Dostam, an U^k, 
enjoys cordial political and trad- 
ing relationships with neigh- 
bouring Uzbekistan and other 
central Asian republics, as well 
as with Russia. On Friday the 
Russian Prime Minister, Viktor 
Chemon^rdin, joined central 
Asian leaders in Kazakhstan to 
consider the danger of fightmg 
in Afghanistan coming close to 
their borders. Their call for a 
ceasefire and peace taTW was 



scorned by the Taliban, whose 
first act on entering Kabul was 
to drag the former Communist 
president NajibuUah from a 
United Nations compound, ex- 
ecute him and string up his 
body. 

The TaUban may be more 
ready to listen to Pakistan's 
pleas for peaceful and prosper- 
ous co-existence with Gen 
Dostam and his central Asian 
friends, but at this stage nobody 
knows. The movement's leader 
is a reclusive cleric and former 
Islamic warrior from Kanda- 
har, Mullah Omar, who has 
only one eye. Last spring over 
3,000 clergymen anoint^ htm 
with the title "Commander of 
the Fsuthful", yet so far he has 
refrained from Tnairfr^g a tri- 
umphant arrival in KabuL 

''He's not an Ayatollah 
Khomeini type - but- we're not 
sure what he is or whether he 
wants to hang on to power," said 
one Afghan who recently start- 
ed growing his beard. 



KABUL'S NEW 
ISLAMIC RULE 

Young and fundamentalist, the Taliban capture the 
Afghan capital— and quickly make a gory point 



By ANTHONY SPAETH 



THE SOUND OF ARTILLERY AiN'D MACHINE- 

gun fire reverberated in the darkened sky 
over Kabul, capital of war-torn Afghan- 
istan. When dawn arrived, residents cau- 
tiously crept from their homes in search of 
clues as to what had occurred during the 
long night and who had control of their 
city. Outside tlie presidential palace, they 
found the answer. Swinging from a con- 
crete post were two bruised corpses— those 
of Najibullah, President of Mghanistan 
from 1987 to 1992, and his brother Shahpur 
Ahmedzi. 

It was an appropriately medieval spec- 
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SVnFT REVENGE: The bodies of A^hanistan's 
former President Najibuilah, left, and 1^ 
brother hang in Kabul's Ariana Square 

tacle for a country that years ago degen- 
erated into primitive warring bands, al- 
thou^ eqtiipped wife M^tenin^y mod- 
em weaponry. Najibullah's swinging bod>' 
signified that Kabul had fallen to a new 
set of victors— the TaHban, a hvo-year-old 
group of former Islamic seminarians who 
just two days earlier began 
their march on the capital. 
The government, h^ded 
by President Burhanuddin 
Rabbani, fled before they 
arrived, and that spelled 
doom for NajibuUah, 49. 
Rabbani had allowed Na- 
jibuUah to Uve after he was 
overthrown in 1992, and 
the former President had 
spent the past 4/4 years as a 
captive in a United Nations 
compound. The Taliban 
were not part of that com- 
mitment, however, and at 
1:00 a.m. their soldiers en- 
tered the compound and 
led the brothers away to 
die. Many cheered at liie 
gory spectacle— Najibullah 
had been nicknamed the 
"Butcher of Kabul" for his 
brutal, Soviet-backed rule, 
and his brother had served 
as his security chief— but 
that was probably in inaii- 
ory of past miseries, not 
with soUd hopes for the fu- 
ture. Hie Tdiban are se- 
vere Islamic fundamental^ 
ists, but Uttle else is known 
about them or their leader, 
a former mujahedin, or 
holy warrior, in his 30s 
named Maulana Moham- 
mad Ofitiar. Their mflitary 
success has been spectacu- 
lar: the group now controls 
three-fourths of Afghan- 
istan's territory. Butit is uncertain whether 
they can enforce peace, sustain any kind of 
unity or even fi^t off expected counter- 
attacks fifom Rabbani's forces holed up 
north of Kabul. 

Hours after taking the citv-, the Taliban 
announced that Afghanistan would be 
ruled by an interim six-member council 
led by Omar's deputy, Mullah Mohammad 
Rabbani (no relation to the fleeing Presi- 
dent). "A complete Islamic sy stem will be 
enforced," they declared. In cities they al- 
ready govern, television sets are forbidden, 
women cannot work outside the home and 



Progressives they're not, but the Tal- 
iban see themselves as a solution to Af- 
ghanistan's warring-states deadlock, not an 
extension of it. WTien the Soviets withdrew 
after 10 years of occupation, the U.S.- 
baeked mnjaJiedm groups that had op- 
posed the communists fought among 
themselves for control of the country. 
Moscow-backed Najibullah was ousted in 
1991, but ^m^^^'^^i^^''^'iS'Qi"mr-' 




FACING DEFEAT: On the day Kabul fell to Taliban forces, government soldiers 
scrambled back into their Russian-made tank, preparing to retreat 




mmja« i««|iiired to grow a beard. 



FAMILY FLIGHT: With the capital's fall imminent, refugees pass a rocket 
launcher and tanks, defenses that onmbted bsft^'ttie 7^S^mmiaXa&^ 

fare between Rabbani and rival mujahedin 
leader Gulbuddin Hekmatyar did perhaps 
more damage to the country than the Sovi- 
et occupation. Kabul was relatively intact 
when the Soviets departed in 1989; in the 
succeeding years, it was virtually destroyed 
in bombardments and street fighting that 
took 30,000 lives. 

Omar went back to religious studies in 
1989. Two years ago, he emerged as leader 
of the Taliban, which w^ determined to 
vanquish the warring factions and trans- 
form Afghanistan into a fundamentalist 
state. The group's phenomenal succ^ in 
capturing important Afghan provinces 



forced Rabbani and Hekmatyar into a May 
alliance, with pressure firom Iran. (The Tal- 
iban belong to the Sunni sect, and Shi'ite 
Iran wanted to prevent them from taking 
power.) In 1994 the Taliban, who are al- 
legedly supported by Pakistan, attemj^ed a 
takeover of Kabul but failed. They fell back 
to southern and western strongholds and 
rearmed themselves. Two weeks ago, they 
captured Jalalabad, an eastern city through 
^ which food and other es- 
i sentials are shipped from 
I Pakistan to Kabul. Army 
I Chief Ahmad Shah Mas- 
S soud immediately started 
> moving men and arms to a 
... base 50 km north of Kabul. 
When the Tahban started 
their final assault, Afghan 
air force jets bombed their 
columns, but the govern- 
ment was, in fact, ready to 
surrender. The night the 
insurgents arrived, most of 
Rabbani and Hekmatyar's 
forces had already fled, 
and the city was taken 
with no resistance. The 
conquerors made a state- 
ment on Kabul radio: 
"Afghanistan is the com- 
mon house of all Afghans. 
No group can govern 
Afghanistan anymore." 

Whether the Taliban 
wiU ultimately prevail de- 
pends on how much fight 
is left in the government 
forces, holed up a mere 50 
km away. One possibility is 
that Rabbani andHekniat- 
yar will join forces with 
General Abdul Rashid 
Dostum, a wairlord who 
runs a virtually indepen- 
dent kingdom in the north. 
Another is thsct Kmg Zahir 
Shah, who was d^josed in 
1973, could return from 
exile in Rome to assert 
some authority. Shah, 82 years old and ail- 
ing, may not be up to the job of national 
conciliator. 

Some are willing to believe that the 
young, unknown Taliban should be given a 
chance, since there is no other option. "It is 
true that the Taliban will insist on Islamic 
law," says a former Najibullah aide. "But 
people say at least now there will be just 
one law. Under the mujahedin, everyone 
had his own law." In A^haaistan today, 
that's the sweetest dream: peace and order 
throughout the land, no matter who is in 
charge. -R^tmtod tf Afeenafcsfu 

Gan^fy/New Dettti ami Alan Pearce/K^ml 
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Taliban launch house-to-house 
search for weapons . . . and TVs 



TIM MCGIRK 

Kabul 

With music and television 
banned bv the Taliban militia in 
Kabul, schools closed, women 
forbidden from working and a 
curfew in force, most Afghans 
have no choice but to turn on 
the radio after 6pm and brace 
themselves for the latest bizarre 
decree issued by their new Is- 
lamic rulers. 

Kite flying has been prohib- 
ited, along with marbles, large 
wedding parties, picnics and 
owning songbirds. Beauty shops 
have aiU been shut down, and so 
have the gyms. "What are we 
supposed to be doing when 
we're not praying five times a 
day at the mosque? Memoris- 
ing the Koran, I guess," one 
Kabul student said ^umly. 

The latest communique by ra- 



dio has worried Kabul resi- 
dents the most. It warned that 
Taliban militiamen would be go- 
ing from house to house con- 
fiscating weapons (many 
.\fghans had guns at home to 
scare off bandits). 

Seizing weapons may seem 
reasonable to Afghans, since the 
Tab"ban's decision to remove the 
foot of anv thief who is caught 
has cut down crime. But the 
militia also have instructions 
from the Department of Good 
and Abstaining from Bad to 
search houses and seize televi- 
sions and music and video cas- 
settes. One former Communist, 
busy trying to grow his beard, 
said: "We've faBen into a black 
hole, 500 years back in history." 

Many of the Taliban militia 
cruising Kabul's dusty streets in 
jeeps armed with quivers of 
rocket-propelled grenades are 



without any schooling, e.xcept 
the Koran. Their leaders are 
clerics who are imposing an Is- 
lamic regime in Kabul harsher 
than anywhere else in the Mus- 
lim world. 

A Taliban cleric. Mullah Mo- 
hammed Ghous Akhunt. said 
the ban on women working 
and girls going to school, would 
be lifted once "'full security 
prevails". But towns such as 
Kandahar and Herat, captured 
by the Taliban over a year ago, 
are fully secure, yet Afghans are 
still waiting for girls' schools to 
be reopened and nurses to be 
allowed back in hospitals. 

The Taliban forces are 
sweeping north into the Hindu 
Kush mountains, about 120 
miles from the capital, where 
the former Defence Minister, 
Ahmed shah Massoud, has re- 
treated. Nicknamed the "Lion 



of the Pansheer" for his valiant 
defence of the Pansheer valley 
against the Soviet army, Mr 
Massoud has gone back to the 
craggy mountains he and his 
men know best. 

Attacking with heavy ar- 
tiQery, backed by fighter aircraft 
and helicopter gunships, over 
the past three dav-s the Tahl^an 
have succeeded in penetrating 
three miles into the valley. The 
Afghans think Mr Massoud 
stands no chance of ever win- 
ning back Kabul. 

Flushed by their conquest of 
Kabul, the Tkliban may next aim 
for the northern domain of the 
Uzbek warlord, Abddurrashid 
Dostum. However, Mr Dos- 
tum has powerful allies in the 
Central Asian republics, and 
these former Communist 
regimes have warned the Tal- 
iban not to push too far. 



Afghanistan 

My enemy, npy* „ , 
friend f''^'^^ 

C eery) (r>n^}ti-^ 

DESPERATE times make for strange alli- 
ances. With the Taliban militia in 
control of most of Afghanistan, induding 
the capital, Kabul, Burhanuddin Rabbani, 
president of the ousted Afghan govern- 
ment, has publicly embraced Abdul Jlashid 
Dostam, who controls the last bit^of the 
country not taken by the Taliban fighters. 
But it is unlikely that the two men trust each 
other. Mr Dostam is a former general who 
first served the communists, then sup- 
ported Mr Rabbani when he took power in 
Kabul in 1992, then broke with him in 
1994. Mr Dostam is not keen to fight the 



Taliban, but may now have to. If so, he 
needs the support of Mr Rabbani*s forces. 
Hang together or hang separately, as the 
saying goes. The Taliban hanged Mr Dos- 
tam's old boss, Najibullah, the former com- 
munist president 

E)oes the Dostam-Rabbani alliance 
have any chance of beating off the Taliban, 
whose fanatical, Koran-carrying fighters 
have swiftly conquered all but six of Af- 
ghanistan's 33 provinces? The Dostam 
forces are said to be disciplined and well 
armed, but may have grown soft living well 
in their northern domain. The Rabbani 
forces are led by Ahmad Shah Masoud, the 
most successful of the guerrilla command- 
ers during the Soviet occupation in the 
1980s. Since the fall of Kabul a fortnight 
ago, he has returned with his men to his old 
base in the Panjshirvalley, which is Dostam 
territory. This week they repulsed an attack 
on the valley, in the process killing several 
hundred Taliban fighters, they said. 

The good news for Mr Masoud may be 
bad news for Afghanistan, if it means the 
civil war will continue. The United States 
has given a cautious welcome to the 
Taliban advance, taking the view that a uni- 
fied country would at least be at peace after 



17 years. Some think that America has been 
helping the Taliban with military supplies, 
using Pakistan as a conduit The Taliban 
are well armed with tanks, rocket-launch- 
ers and aircraft However, any American 
enthusiasm for the conquerors has been 
snrained by the imposition of strict Islamic 
law in Kabul, notably the suppression of 
women's fireedoms. Thousands of Afghans, 
including many professionals, have left the 
capital. Even Iran has said that the 
Taliban's clerics are overdoing things and 
have little knowledge of Islam. 

The Dostam-Rabbani alliance can 
count on the support of Russia, which is 
worried that the Taliban may advance to 
the border with Tajikistan, an Islamic 
country with a communist government 
Tajikistan is one of five former Soviet re- 
publics which Russia regards as a buffer 
zone. Russia keeps a few soldiers on the Ta- 
jik-Afghan border. 

In their search for international respect- 
ability, both the Dostam-Rabbani alliance 
and the Taliban have invited the former Af- 
ghan king to return firom his exile in Rome. 
The king, previously rejected by both 
groups, must be wondering which one to 
trust Neither, probably. 
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Divine rulers 
J^eejcanaries 
and ban chess 

By Christopher Thomas 



CAGED birds have been out- 
lawed by Afghanistan's new 
Taleban rulers. Pet canaries 
now flutter hun^y about 
Kabul the capital waiting to 
die in the ^st-approadiing 
winter, and myna birds bred 
in captivity sit bewildered and 
starving in the trees. "Canar- 
ies are banned because they 
sing," an Afghan cynic said. 

Taleban is rule-crazy. It 
uses Kabul radio or soldiers 
on the street to convey instruc- 
tions governing everything 
from the length of a man's 
shirt-sleeve to the day he will 
next be allowed to trim his 
beard. The rule against tde- 
vision extends to videos and 
music 

There are 33 days to go 
before men will be allowed to 
trim their beards under a 45- 
day rule intro- 
duced when the 
Taleban Islamic 
militia took 
over. 

The-rules say 
people will be 
stoned to death 
for drinking al- 
cohol or using 
drugs, for hav- 
ing an affair or 
for committing 

murder. A hand ^ 

will be amputat- — — — 
ed for stealing. Men are not 
supposed to wear Western- 
style dothes. Shirts and trou- 
sers, which used to be 
popular, have aH but disap- 
peared. Men are covering 
their arms down to the wrist 
under the strict Taleban sar- 
torial code. 

Men have been told to 
attend mosque five times a 
day and their names are taken 
by the mosque shura (council) 
to ensure compliance. Come 
430 am. the streets are full of 
bleaiy-eyed men following 
the muezzin's calL 

Families have been told to 
order women to pray five 
times a day. although females 
are banned from mosques. 
Card games and diess are 
against the rules because they 
are said to encourage gam- 
bling, which is outlawed. 



There arc no wedding parties 
any more: people assume they 
are banned. Without music 
they would be dreary affeirs 
anyway. Women have been 
beaten on the street for simply 
being there, regardless of 
whether they are veiled, 
because of a rule confining 
them to the house except 
when shopping. 

A married couple riding on 
the same bicyde on the way to 
the market were beaten for 
being physically too dose in 
public A butdier had two 
fingers chopped off for selling 
meat above the price decreed 
by TalebaiL The Islamic rul- 
ers expect shop owners to 
leave their premises unlocked 
at night to prove how secure 
thfedtyis. 
The rules require govem- 

ment employees 

to sign on for 
work every day, 
even though 
there is no gov- 
ernment and no 
work. They are 
waiting to see if 
their October 
salaries are 
paid. 

TaJeban's ob- 
session with 
rules became 
dear after its 
forces captured the southern 
dty of Kandahar, now its 
headquarters, a year ago. 
Soon after the invasion, 
women there told me that they 
were outraged at being 
harmed from using the dty's 
andent public baths. 

Given their cramped living 
conditions, no woman could 
have a hot bath any more 

Television sets were 
smashed — something that 
has not happened yet in 
Kabul The invaders harmed 
football the most popular 
sport locally, because it was 
"un-lslamic". 

□ Tehran: AyatoUah Ali 
Khamenei Iran's spiritual 
guide, accused the United 
States of supporting Taleban 
and denouneed the brand of 
Islam practised by the Afghan 
mflitia. ^4fP; 



C A married 
couple on a 
bicycle were 
beaten for 
being too 
close 9 




Aid: agencies push 
mullahs to relax 
policy on women 

By Christopher Thomas 



INTERNATIONAL aid 
agendes in Afghanistan 
warned the Taleban Islamic 
regime yesterday to rdax its 
severe restrictions on wdfcen;- 
whidi have disrupted hu^ 
manitarian woric and halted 
crucial aid projects. Af^iani- 
stan is now probably the 
worid's poorest country, with- 
out resources to help itsdf. 

The hostility of aid organ- 
isations to taleban has 
stunned its six-marx ruling 
shura (coundl), made up of 
hardline mullahs who have 
dosed girls' schools and 
ordered women to stay at 
home except when shopping. 
The councfl has also been 
shaken by a warning from 
America diat Taleban carmot 
expect to receive international 
recogriition or foreign aid 
while it continues its extremist 
polides against womerL 

Oxfam. the British aid org- 
anisation, has suspended its 
Kabul operations until 
women are allowed to work. 
As a last resort Oxfam would 
withdraw from the capital 

"Women would like to fight 
this but they are not confident 
enough to go on the streets," 
Sue Errmiott. Oxfam's coui>- 
try representative, said. They 
will not accept this. They are 
very angry.- ^ 

Aid agencies yesterday met 
Mullah Muhammad Ghous. . 
Taleban's acting Foreign 
Minister. . to submit a joint 
reqniest -for/ .wgnkn'. to .bc^; 
aHowed b woik:Hc appcakdk 
to them not to force Afghani- 
stan to adopt ways of life that 
were "contrary to our national 
traditions**. 

pixring the private. 90- ' 
miniitc meetiug he- dedaied -v 
that on his visits to &e West 
he had been saddened by the 
sight of women who worked 
in hotds. They had seemed 
tired. At home, he went on. 



men looked after their women 
property. He found it aston- 
ishing that the West couW 
accuse Afghahistan of dis- 
criminating against them. 

His ranSuks left the aid 
workers agog. However, he 
did promise to raise the issue 
of women's rights at a full 
meeting of the shura. 

Mullah Ghous went on to 
say that Taleban planned in 
due course to remove its 
troops fem^Kabul and put 
police in charge. Until the 
soldiers were moved it was 
safer for women to remain at 
home. He went on to insist 
that Taleban favoured educa- 
tion for both women and men. 

International pressure on 
the mullahs to modify their 
hardline polides towards 
women is intensifying. Bou- 
tros Boutros Ghafi. the United 
Nations Secretary-General is- 
sued a. warning that there 
could be "serious repercus- 
sions" — a hint that the UN 
might halt rehef programmes 
unless women were allowed 
to work. This is difBcuh 
ground for the UN. whidi 
works with hardline Islamic 
regimes in the Middle East 
andAfiica. 

Care, _ which recdves sub- 
stantial 'British aid, has sus- 
pended half its programmes, 
induding a sanitadon and 
hygiene progranmie for 
women, because it no longer 
has any Afghan female em- 
ployees to work "^oth 
< JDddnii has^^mi to meet 
fordgn aid agencies again in 
a week to give its response. 
The mullahs who now run 
most of Afghanistan are unac- 
customed to Kabul's compar- 
ativeiy Ubml traditions and 
appear surprised at public 
resistance to a system that is 
normal in the countryside. 



Afghan rebellion: Toppled regime tries to stage fightback with support of powerful neighbour 
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Taliban troops in the Panjsiilr Valley during a lull in fighting with government-backed forces 
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leaves defiant Taliban 

WRENT HAMIOA He refused U) discuss casu- Panishir valley fortress from The dcnosed Afchan nresi- his fir? 



LAURENT HAMIOA 
Reuter 

Qalalak, Afghanistan, — Tal- 
iban officers claimed yesterday 
they bad contained a major 
counter-attack in the Salang 
I^ss, through the Hindu Kush 
mountains, by forces of former 
government military chief 
Ahmed Shah Masoud, after 
fierce fighting. 

"It was hard to contain the at- 
tacks and the fighting was very 
serious, but we brought up 
heavy reinforcements and halt-, 
ed it. We arc now in control," 
said Maulavi Khairulla Haqani, 
the Salang hiitllcfield com- 
mander of the Islamic Taliban 
militia, which t(K)k iCabul on 27 
September. 

But his front line at Qalatak, 
north of the Taliban headquar- 
ters town of Jabal-os-Saraj, was 
15-2()lcin south of where it had 
been before the attack began on 
Tuesday morning. 




refused io di.scuss casu- 
alties or where the reinforce- 
ments had come from at his 
front-line post, where the road 
was littered with shell-casings 
and clearly exhausted and ner- 
vous Taliban fighters. 

But western aid workers 
quoted witnesses in Jabal-os- 
Saraj as saying they had sccii at 
least 100 dead Taliban and 
many more wounded being fer- 
ried from the battlefield. 

"One counted 39 bodies be- 
ing brought down in just an 
hour," one source said. They 
added that the assault on the 
Thliban was led by Basir Sulan- 
gi, Massoud's a)mmander in the 
Salang Pa.ss, who withdrew 
north into the territory of 
Uzbek leader, Abdul Rashid 
Dostum, as the Islamic militants 
pressed north from Kabul. 

They said the attack had 
for^d the Taliban to suspend 
their so-far unsuccessful at- 
tempt to break into Massoud's 



Panjshir valley fortress from 
the town of Gulbahar, astride' 
the narrow, winding gorge lead- 
ing into it. 

"There are no Taliban left in 
Golbahar. They've all been 
switched to the Salang," said 
one. He said tl^ Taliban had 
suffered aliouf 710 casualties - 



The deposed Afghan presi- 
dent Burhanuddin Rabbani 
pleaded yesterday for negotia- 
tion, not confrontation, with the 
Tiliban forces who drove him 
and his government from Kab- 
ul and now control two-thirds 
of the country. 
Speaking to reporters jus1 



'39 bodies were brought down from 
the battlefield in just one hour' 



many of ihcm to mines - since^ 
their attempt to force a way into" 
the Panjsliir began on Saturday. 

Golbahar lies about 10km 
east of Jabal-os-Saraj, and the 
Panjshir valley runs north-east 
from there. The Salang High- 
way runs due north from Jabal- 
os-Saraj to Mazar-i-Sharif, 
from which Dostum controissix 
of Afghanistan's 33 provinces, 
and on to Central Asia. 



w&l of MajsaN^harif ia north- 
ern Afghanistan, Rabbani 
.sounded almost meek by com- 
parison to his remarks on Mon- 
day, when he vowed to take the 
offensive against the Taliban. 

"We do not support more 
war. Everything po.s.sible should 
be achieved through negotia- 
tion," he insisted. 

Mr Rabbani arrived in 
Mazar-i-Sharif on "Ibcsd«v for 



his first meeting in three years 
with Dostum, whose militar)- 
and political support is needed 
to stem the Taliban tide. 

Mr Rabbani said his aim was 
Io form a broad-based and 
united front against the Taliban 
and that he had invited all fac- 
tions to join him in an effort to 
reunify the oountiy.-" 

"Our first aim is restore se- 
curity to the country and to stop 
the lighting. We are trying to 
create understanding and com- 
munication among all the eth- 
nic groups," hesaai.*". 

"This has been told to the Tal- 
iban too. If they don't agree, 
tlien maybe the front will have 
to make some military and po- 
litical decisions loo." 

A spokesman for the ousted 
Afghan prime minister, Gul- 
buddin Hekmatyar, said Mr 
Hekmatyar supported efforts to 
forge an anti-Taliban alliance 
between General Dostum and 
the former government. 



Hut Ghairat Bahcer, desig- 
nated ambassador, to Islam- 
abad by Mr Rabbani, said Mr 
Hekmatyar was unlikely to join 
cuaent talks between Gen Dos- 
tum and Mr Rabbani. 

"Hekmatyar is busy with 
something else, but Rabbani can 
speak on behalf of the whole 
government," Mr Baheer said. 

Forces of Mr-Hekmatyar's 
Hezb-i-lslami party were fight- 
ing along-side those of Mas.soudi 
in the Panjshir Valley, he said 

The International Committee 
of the Red Cross saidyesterday 
that the laliban militia attacked 
and detained a member of the 
ICRC in iCabul. 

A spokesman said Swiss na- 
tional Jean Goude, who su- 
pervised detention issues in 
Kabul, was assaulted on Mon- 
day night. Several Taliban 
guards beat him and then tool 
him to the foreign ministry^* 
then to a jail. He was releaseof 
on Hiesday mornings - 
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Jonathan Steele in Khinjan uncovers a united front against 
Afgiianistan's dominant militia which splits the country, on ethnic linp 
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THE Taliban militias, 
on a crusade to 
restrict women's 
rights and establish 
the world's harshest Islamic 
regime, suffered a potential 
setback yesterday when Af- 
ghanistan's two leading war- 
lords formed a powerful mili- 
tary and political alliance 
against them. 

General Rashid Dostam, the 
Uzbek militia leader, and Ah- 
med Shah Massoud, the T^ik 
former defence minister, met 
in an old Russian guesthouse 
on the northern slopes of the 
Hindu Kush. They shook 
hands at the beginning, 
hugged each other at the end 
and in the intervening 
90 minutes agreed to issue an 
ultimatum to the Taliban to 
sue for peace or fiace a united 
military front 

•nie alliance thwarts the Ta- 
liban's hopes that the opposi- 
tion would remain divMed, 
allowing them to pick off each 
one separately in a lighting 
campaign to conquer the 
country after seizing the capi- 
tal, Kabul, two weel^ ago. 

The new union means that 
Afghanistan is split into two 
blocks, divided on ethnic 
lines, with the Tajiks and Uz- 
beks of the 10 provinces of the 
north linked together against 
the largely Pashtun Taliban 
who control the 19 provinces 
around Kabul and the 
southwest 

But the alliance could go 
further, leading to the unrav- 
elling of the Taliban militias, 
whose aura of invincibility 
seemed unchallengeable a 
week ago. 



Gen Dostam and Command- 
er Massoud had not met in 
the three years since, in one 
of the countrjr's many shifts 
in power, the general walked 
out of the mojahedin govern- 
ment in Kabul and turned his 
guns on it 

A helicopter clattered into 
Khinjan shortly before 3pm, 
bringing Cmdr Massoud firom 
his headquarters in the Panj- 
shir valley. Gen Dostam had 
arrived earlier in an armour- 
plated Cadillac. He then took 
a four-wheel drive vehicle to 
the Salang pass to inspect his 
forces, who control the strate- 



ney for Cmdr Massoud. As 
the leaders met Oleg Neve- 
lyaev, the Russian vice-consul 
in Mazar waited in the court 
yard with obvious approvaL 
Russia and the former Soviet 
states of Central Asia have 
made no secret of their alarm 
at the rise of the Taliban. 

The formation of the alli- 
ance in the North gives them 
the buffer zone for which they 
had hoped. Ironically, they 
now find themselves backing 
the very people who resisted 
the Soviet invasion in the 
Eighties. 

The Uzbek and Tajik iead- 



The alliance couid unravel those whose 
invincibility seemed unchallengeable 



gic tunnel through the Hindu 
Kush mountain range. 

John Bums, of the New 
York Times, and I were the 
only foreign newspapermen 
on the scene for the historic 
meeting which Gen Dostam 
had wanted to keep secret for 
security reasons. 

On the road west to Mazar- 
i-Sharif, where the general 
has his headquarters, a long, 
fast-moving convoy of Land- 
cruisers came towards us, es- 
corted by Jeeps fuU of troops 
and lorries mounted with 
anti-aircraft cannon. 

We followed the caravan to 
a compound in Khinjan 
which had once been used by 
the Russian engineers who 
built the Salang tunnel in 
1964. The site was chosen to 
shorten the hazarrious jour- 



ers were joined by Abdul 
Karim Khalill. the head of 
Wahdat an armed movement 
which represents the Shi'ite 
community of Hazara people 
in the central regions of 5ie 
country. The Shi'ites are 
deeply suspicious of the Tali- 
ban's Sunni fundamentalism. 

The meeting was chaired by 
Said Mansour Nadiri, the 
leader of the Ismaeli Muslims 
of Baghlan province. After- 
wards the three leaders 
signed a statement inviting 
every leader of the jihad (the 
mojahedin movement) to 
meet in Mazar to form a new 
government 

They set up a "supreme de- 
fence council" but in a clear 
overture to the Taliban to call 
ceasefire and join them. 



said its composition would be 



announced later. Finallj- 
they warned the Taliban tha: 
they would jointly resist 
"anyone who continues to 
fight against one of the signa- 
tories of this statement". 

The dramatic meeting came 
shortly after Cmdr Massoud's 
forces mounted a hit-and-run 
attack on the Ragram air 
base, 30 miles north-east of 
Kabul. The Taliban thwarted 
the attack with the loss of sev- 
eral men, but burnt down a 
house in retaliation. 

Coming two 6sys after an 
ambush in Olang, a town just 
south of the Salang pass, the 
attack has made members of 
the Taliban militia more ner- 
vous. They stopped reporters 
and other travellers going 
north of Charikar on the road 
out of Kabul and blocked traf- 
fic on the road from the 
Salang. 

The sudden change of atmo- 
sphere led to an emergency 
meeting of staff from the 
United Nations and other in- 
ternational aid agencies in 
Kabul. The Taliban had de- 
tained and beaten a worker of 
the International Committee 
of the Red Cross on Wednes- 
day night 

Mullah Mutaqi, the Taliban 
information minister, hinted 
that foreign reporters might 
be expelled. The mullah an- 
nounced that about 80 people 
had been arrested in Kabul 
for "looting" and would be 
put before Islamic courts. It 
was not clear whether the 
wave of detentions presaged 
the start of a long-feared 
clampdown on opposition 
groups. 




THE TIMES iFimDAY OCroBi^^^ 1996 





on ta 
by Afghan troops 



THE Taleban Islamic militia 
fcx^t off attacks by forces of 
the ousted Ai^ihan Govern- 
ment on tDvD crucM tamis 
north of Kabul yesterday. The 
capital's main niilitaiy airbase 
at Bagram came under 
ground assault this was also 
r^eOed. But there is mount- 
ing ooomn for tfie secsn^ of 
Kabul 

The counter-ofEensive has 
taken Taleban unawares and 
its two-year: mardi through 
Afghanistan-has been hahed. 
TlKTe are, however, no s^|3is" 
yet of it bang fiaroed to cs&PBst 
— no hea^ gtms been 
used and its main positions 
are intact. Taleban, however, 
1^ lost many men from 
small-arms fire. 

The IMlBd Nations, wor- 
ried aboot secuiity in Kabul, is 
evacuatftig nonressemial staff 
and Ae International Com- 
mittee ■ of &e • Red Cross is 
studying its next move. For- 
eign aid agencies are to meet 
today to dedde v^t to do. 

The JDOod in fhe Afghan 
caintal has abruptly changed. 
The unaccustomed peace after 
17 years of war has become 
alinost sinister as Taleban 
soldiers patrol in Toyota pick- 
ups laden v dt h re c fe bfaunch- 
ers and Kalashnikovs. The 
beartied Islamic warriors are 
plainly upset j by -worsening 
news frran the north and 
pecmle are Increasingly' afraid 




Christopher Thomas reports 
from Kabul on the momiting 
resistance to the Islamic 
warriors north of the coital 



of them. Ahmed Shah 
iNfasood. fte defence diief of 
the former Government, is 
targetii^ the towns of Jabal 
os-Siraj and Charikar, which 
are on the Salang PCghway 
l^daul wi& the north, 
were dosed in 
CSiarScar yesterday and an 
anti-aircraft gun was posi- 
tioned in the main street. A 
day earlier, there was no 
gunfire and the town was 
bustling — an indication of 
how fast Taleban's fortJines. 
as vn^ as the public mood, 
have changed. 

General Masood's men are 
fighting Taleban forces many 
miles south of the strategic 
Salang Turuiel. an area held 
exdusively by the Islamic 
army imtil a week ago. 

The battlefront is shifting 
around the two towns and 
both sides are locked in close 
combat Local people are 
afraid ^t Ixg .gtms will be 
brought in. 

Gulbahar. at the mouth of 
the. Panjshir Valley,' .wiiere 
former- government forces 
have takoi refuge, remains 
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under Taleban's control. The 
siege of flie': ysffl^,. however, 
has stoRpdJ nowttet Taldan 
has beenJijtced on Ae defen- 
sive on bothJattlefiwits — at 
the .Pahjsffifaiid Salang 
P&ss. Thene^seems to be no 
prospect of the Islainic^htErs' 
aclSedng thor dream of push- 
ing "north and smashing the 
remnants of the toppled 
GovemmenL ^ 

General Abdul Rashid j 
Dostum, the Uzbek leader in ; 
tije nortfi, is leaving most of i 
the fighting against Taleban to ; 
GenCTal Masood, although 
there is plainly some kind of 
alliance between them. If Gen- 
eral Dostum were to throw in 
the fuU wdght of his huge 
military madune. Taleban 
could ctmceivably be driven 
back to Kabul 40 miles away. 

The area around the 
Bagram airbase north of Ka- 
bul, held by Taleban, has been 
evacuated .Troops walk the 
streets with' their Kalashni- 
kovs. lecturing people about 
proper Islamic "<lress and be- 
haviour. They are almost all 
illiterate: cmly Tjileban's tenu- 
ous nunral authority stops 
them turning to the Fashtun 
tradition of plunder. The mul- 
lahs who lead Aem are mostly 
illiterate — the produa of 
madrassas (Islanuc schools) 
tiat teach die Koran by rote. 

Taleban is angry wiA for- 
eign journalists. wfu> have 
been accused of focusing on 
allqged abuses of women's 
rights while failing to 
emphasise that there were 
massive human rights abuses 
v^ien Kabul was beii^ rodut- 
ed by htcdons d[ ^ fiwmer 
Muiahidin fighters. 
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by Jon Swain 
Mazar-e Sharif 
Afghanistan 

THE ROAD from Kabul to 
northern Afghanistan stretches 
to a bleak, mountainous ho- 
rizon. It is littered with the car- 
casses of scores of destroyed 
tanks and armoured cars — the 
debris of 17 years of unremit- 
ting warfare that has reduced 
this country to penury and ruin. 
• A week ago, the Taliban, the 
Islamic fundamentalists who 
seized the Afghan capital and 
chased President Burhanuddin 
Rabbani and his supporters 
from of5ce, were in firm con- 
trol of the hi^way. They 
reached neariy as- fso^ as the 
strategic :Saian|^ tunnel -r-; 

southern " "A fghanT-<rfair) *c vitil 

road fink through die Hindu 
Kush with die nckh. ■ 

The Taliban fighters, young, 
pious and idealistic, handed out 
grapes to travellers and said 
they were bringing peace and 
order after years of war. But 
now the gaiety has gone. The 
honeymoon is over. 

The Taliban — lulled into a 
false sense of security by their 
rcladvely peaceful capture of 
the southern portion of 
Afghanistan in just 22 months, 
including the key towns of 
Kandahar and Herat and cli- 
maxing with Kabul — are 
growing increasingly bitter as 
they encounter a string of minw 
military reverses., 

A series of ambushes and 
pinpckk at^cks by/orces loyal 
to Ahmed^Shah MasoodTibe 
defence Vmmct^^r of Qie fonser 
govenmnit, at pomts afodg the 
hi^way — «ven as close as 12 
miles from Kabul -—.has meant 
the mucb-vaunted Taliban can 
no longer guarantee security on 
die road Docth of the d^. SbeD- 
mg of die military airbase at 
Bagrame to die east of die road 
means TaHban belicopter gun- 
sinps and fighter jets may no. 
kn^er be able to use iL 

Every day beings a fresh crop 
of Taliban deadis as Masood*s 
forces* using guerrilla tactics 
learnt in their war against 
invading Soviet forces, and 
aided in places by local vil- 
lagers, stnke at unsuspecting 
Taliban units. In one case 

Taliban fighters forced vil- 
lagers to go through the lines 
and recover their dead, out of 
fear diat the fighters would be 
ambushed. 

The approachii^ fixating has 
sent a tremor of fear through 
the war-weary people of Kabul, 





and some international aid 
agencies, mindful that die mili- 
tary situation in Afghanistan 
can deteriorale rapidly, have 
been evacuating non-essential 
staff by plane to Pakistan. 

Nobody in Kabul has yet 
been panicked mtn hoarding 
food: people's bigg^"" fear is 
that the Taliban have begun to 
press-gang your^g men into 
their militia to fi^t, to act as 
human minesweepers, or to be 
used in prisoner exchanges. 
One Afghan fiiend pleaded 
with me to take his 22-year-old 
son out of Kabul to Pakistan. 

Taliban's setbacks may be 
temporary; in any case the ap- 
proach of the bitter Afghanistan 
winter is certain to limit sus- 
tained fighting. But the abrupt 
shift in the Taliban's military 
fortunes was dramatically HIus^ 
trated by a 300-mik round jour- 
ney -from Kabiil through die 
Salang tunnel- to die town of 
Mazar-e Shsoifto'nieet Geoeral 
Rashid Doestam* die powediil 
warloRl of ncxtfaem . Afghani- 
stan.'.. t_ y -v, . . - . . 

Doestam*s decision last 
week to abandon his neutral 

stance has made him a key fig- 
-1 ure. Almost certainly prodded 
into action by Russia, which 
fears Islamic fundamentalism 
spreading over its soudiem bor- 
ders and so supports Doestam 
as a buffer, he forged a formal 
alliance with the ousted gov- 
ernment army against the 
TalibaiL This has significantly 
tightened the pressure on the Is- 
lamic fundamentalist move- 
ment 

Doestam, together with 
Rabbani, Masood and die com- 
mander of another small Shi'ite 
Muslim force (the Taliban arc 
Pashtuns, who are Sunni Mus- 
lim), now call themselves the 
Supreme Council of Afghan- 
istan. 

They have effectively 
formed a government in exile in 
the north, saying that an attack 
on any one of them by . Taliban 
is an attack on them^ll. As a re- 
sult, diere is now a deliacto par- 
tition of the country with two 
i parallel governments in 
Afghanistan — the Taliban' in 
Kabul in the south and the Su- ^ 
preme Council in the Uzbek, 
and Tajik regions of the north. 

Five days ago the 10-hour 
journey north passed without 
incident The road was an ob- 
stacle course of podioles and 
smashed military vehicles. We 
passed many graves, including 
some of Russian soldiers. We 
drove past ruined mud-walled 
viliages and signs warning of 
mines — there are an estimated 



6m scattered across 
Afghanistan. 

At one point, tiirec tnrbaned 
Taliban fighters , demanded a 
lift. They climbed into the car 
with dieir Kalashnikovs and sat 
fingering their prayer beads. 
An aniinated conversation en- 
sued in which diey made the 
distinction that while diey were 
fighting for Islam, Masood was 
fitting only for power. 
^ Thai one . them began 
fringing from the Koran, reduc- 
ing conveoation to a wbaspa. . 
>We ga:ve him an^i^e. Tliej 
Taliban, fightos. dianounted ' 
widi a h9tuieh»V^ and stTodc off 
— dieir reputatioiL as disci- 
plined victors have re- 
placed the corrupt admin- 
istration of Rabbani intact 

Up to a few miles south of 
the Salang tunnel, dug through 
the Hindu Kush in 1963, the i 
Taliban still hold sway. But ■ 
after a patch of no-man's land, 
through a barren, craggy land- 
scape, their fighters were re- 
placed by Doestam* s soldiers in 
Russian-style khald uniforms. 

Doestam controls the tunnel 
and six provinces in the north. 
His soldiers diat day were 
lounging on their weapons, re- 
laxed and smokuQg cigarettes. 
Doestam has successfully kept 
his territory out of internecine 
tribal wars plaguing the rest of 
Afghanistan and consequently 
his provinces are a comparative 
^ihangri-La. They are the last 
relatively egalitarian place in 
Afghanistan where girls can 
study and women work. The 
town of Mazar-c Sharif for 
example, has a woman judge. 

A portrait of Doestam, a for- 
mer Afg^han communist com- 
mander under the Soviet- 
backed Najibullah regime, 

beams down from every cross- 
roads. He is a jovial bon viveur 
with a taste for expensive 
whisky, and has intriguing 
business connections in Britain. 
He nms his own airline with a 
British crew and an army on a 
Russian scale. 

At his Beau Gestc-style 

mud-waHsd fortress last week 
he was'^in ebullient mood, 
aware that, with his over- 
whelming military muscle, he 
now effectively holds the bal- 
ance of power in Afghanistan. 
He is shrewd enough not to get 
stuck into a war with .the 
Taliban if be can avoid it He 



also cannot stand Rabbani and 
has long had a blood feod with 
Masood. So his ncm-aggression 
pact with them and the formal 
alliance against the Taliban re- 



main tenuous. 

Tbe journey ^uth to Kabul 
three days later showed bow the 
Taliban's military fortunes had 

deteriorated. Around the 
Salang tmmel, Doestam's sol- 
diers were digging mortar pits 
and fortifying tamk positions 
and k few miles south a handful 
of Masood's men, breaking out 
of his stronghold in the 
Panjshirvalley, were taking up 
positions. A charred string of 

Taliban vehicles ongbt in an 
ambush lay by the toad. Ten- 
sion rose as a Xafibad .fi^iter, 
angered by^ .**iiikbalanced 
repotting** by western journal- 
ists, threatened die car. He was 
calmed down by^a icnan who 
was almost certainly.ta Paki- 
stani miHtaiy intelligence of- 
ficer working with the Taliban. 
In striving for influence in 
Afghanistan Pakistan has given 
considerable undercover sup- 
port to the Taliban. 

Suddenly, a Taliban fighter 
ran from die shadows and set 
up a machinegun in front of the 
car. There was a blazing truck 
behind him and the crackle of 
small-arms fire off to the right 
A bearded Taliban fighter 
limped over and begged a lift 
He was the same man who had 
ridden in the car three days ago, 
singing from the Koran. 

Now he looked shaken and 
beaten. His. companions, he 
said, were missing. Twenty of 
them had gone to a village to 
break up a fist fight only to 
find it was a trap. Surrounded 
by Masood's men, the Taliban 
fighter and his companions 
were taken prisoner. He was 
savagely beaten but escaped. 

Fmthcr on towards Kabul, 
Taliban bodies were being 
wrapped in carpets and loaded 
onto trucks undisr a bleak sky. 

Any expectation that the 
Taliban's spectacular victory in 
Kabul heralds the end of 
Afghanistan's civil war has 
evaporated. Their breathtaking 
advance has ground to a halt, 
beyond Kabul. 

The outiook for this country 
— stuck in poverty, where a 
third of the children die before 
they are five, and half of those 
who survive have no fathers — 
is deeply sombre. 
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its grip 
on two Afghan towns 



From Christopher Thomas 

IN KABLX 

A SECOND town north of 
Kabul, the Afghan capital, has 
fallen to the forces of General 
Ahmed Shah Masood, the 
commander of the former 
government forces, informed 
sources said yesterday. 

The sources said that 
Charikar, a 90-minute drive 
north of Kabul, fell late on 
Saturday after five hours of 
fierce fighting between Gener- 
al Masood's forces and the 
Taleban Islamic militia, which 
drove him from the capital two 
weeks ago. They said it fell a 
few hours after the general 
took Jabal os-Sir^, the 
Taleban frontline headquart- 
ers town at the mouth of the 
Salang Pass Enough the Hin- 
du Kush mountains. 

The loss of the two towns 
has cut off a crudal supply 
route to Taleban's forward 
troops. This is a disaster for 
the fighters, who have been 
dedsivefy beaten back from 
their assauh on forces of the 

former Government in the 
Panjshir Valley and from the 
Salang Pass. 
There was fierce dose^uar- 

ters street fighting in 
Charikar. and if its fall is 
confirmed, the setback would 
leave Taleban little option but 
to fight its way back to Kabul 
which is heavily fortified. The 
Bagram airbase near Char- 
ikar is also imder attack, 
although Taleban said last 
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demonstrated by the constant 
rattle of gunfire and the sound 
of weapons being tested. 

There are many wounded 
Taleban fighters in Kabul 
military hospital and there 
have plainly been many 

deaths. The warriors pitched 
themselves against men who 
are fighting on their own turf: 
General Masood's soldiers, 
wno come from the nearbv 
panjshir. know every track 
:md hill. 



ists from the firont line, pre- 
SLimably because it does not 
want its losses seen. It is 
increasingly hostile to report- 
ers: a tdevision cameraman 
had his camera smashed, a 
photograj^ier narrowiy mis- 
sed bong hit cm head >^4ien 
a bnck was thrown at him and 
a gimman threatened to kill 
some international news agen- 
cy correspondents if he saw 
them again. 

Taleban, whidi controls 
three-quarters of Afghanistan, 
has piainfy spread its forces 
too soon. It underestimated 
the power of General Masood, 
a renowned guerrilla £ghler 
against the former Soviet 
Union. Hie hiood in Kabul is 
tense. aMiough the streets are 
busy. There are fewer Taleban 
forces in Ifae capital and the 
tanks that itjxid on street 
comezsrsame deoorated with 

flowers in a 
^iiave disap- 
tmen-smci aiixmur 

night diat it was still under *liavepresiroably gone north. 



Kabul terrified by 
regime of the lash 

By Christopher Thomas 




its oontroL 



International aid agencies 
have made plans ^to move 
expatnate staff from Kabul if 
fitting readies theSdty. Mili- 
tary anahsts believ^it will not 
fall OB^, however, unless 
Taleban kses its aerve and 
takes flight Gcnen^ Masood 
will probal^not use artilleiy 
against &e capital because cf 
the inevitable dviliBn casual- 
ties. Of all the combatants, he 
is the least likely to ignore the 
cost to human life. 

Talelan has barred joumal- 



There-is trouble elsewhere 
forTaldan, toa The country's 

most important mifitary air- 
base, at Shxndad, near the 
western of Herat, has 
come -nnder fait-and-nm at- 
taAsT The mifitary map of 
Kabai ooold, seeing changes 
in tiie next wedcs or months. 

Takban*s dream of raising 
its plain white flag tiiroughout 
the country is now dead and 
the priority is to hold on to 
existing territory. It is certain 
to face subversive activity in 
Kabul. The soldiers' tension is 



KABUL suddenly fears its 
Taleban rulers. Seventeen 
days ago the fighters were 
greeted as liberators: now 
they are hated as persecutors. 
The shoot-on-sight curfew has 
been moved forward an hour 
to 9pm, a sign of psmic as the 
Islamic army loses its grip on 
the dty*s one millidn people. 

It feels isolated in the capi- 
tal, persecuted international- 
ly, and under pressure on the 
battlefield. It is dcsiHScd in 
Kabul for forcibly rounding 
up young men for war. Many 
lodths -^ave fled the dty, 
'ya^m^ tfaq^gffl.lie lecrmted 
for"' froiSli2f^-v coml>aLLj^ 
Talefoan*s strict IsIazCkie-cpde 
is hdd in contempt and &ere 
is resentment of aggressive 
boose seardies for-weapmis 
and sabrersivc literature. 

A singie^hcet underground 
newspaper ' haT appeared: 
anybody found widMi copy is 
certain of severe ]padtshmexiL 
Kabul Radio, rexaxned Ractio 
Shariat announced that any- 
one found on the streets after 
curfew would be dealt with 
harshly — especially forrign 
journalists who were "misre- 
porting the news". 

Its pronouncements give 
the impression that critidsin 
of Taleban amounts to criti- 
dsm of Islam, a punishable 
offence. Most men in Kabul 



resent orders to attend 
mosque^ five times daily — 
with a 20-lash penalty for non- 
compliance. Mosques have 
been given a list of men living 
in the area, and names must 
be ticked off each prayer-time 
by the mullahs. 

Young men have been ap- 
prehended in the street and 
their long hair cut off — 
despite the shoulder4cngth 
hair favoured fay Taleban 
fighters. Almost every private 
car. save for taxis, has been 
commandeered. The terror of 
bombing and shelling in the 
d^^ltas ended for now, but 

^ e^^^^^l^^^ioa 
ents have begged forexgB aid 
workers lo find sons taken 
away duri og house-tt>jM Pse 
seardjes. They saidlKaf "dis- 
tressed children had been told 
diey were beiiig given the 
diance to die for IslanL 
^Talebsin'i mood,' friendly 
and buoyant when its forces 
captured Kabul last month, 
has hardened in part because 
of international hostility over 
its treatment of womcrL The 
fighters are mystified at Uie 
foreign reaction to its polides 
on women. "Docs the West 
criticise Saudi Arabia for the 
way it treats women?" a 
senior dvil servant and sup- 
porter of Taleban asks. 
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In the new Afghanistan. 

By ANTHONY SPAETH 



IN KABUL'S MALALI HIGH SCHOOL FOR 
girls, the windows are broken, the 
desks are cracked and posters on the 
wall wam of the dangers of land 
mines and unexploded bombs. But 
until last week, 500 girls still man- 
aged to study science, history, math 
and French in the crumbling classrooms 
despite a 4)^-year-oId civil war raging 
around them. No longer. The war is jxist 
about over, and Afghanistan's new rulers, 
the Taliban, have firm notions about the 
peace: it will be piously, even pitilessly, 
Muslm. In &at scheme there is no place 
for young women learning French. "I cr>- 
seeing the classrooms locked," says the 
school's caretaker. "A mullah accompanied 
by several armed Taliban came and de- 
manded the keys. They told me the school 
would be turned into a madrasah [a reli- 
gious school for boys].* 

The Taliban— a band of onetime semi- 
narians and clerics who just two years ago 
formed an army, later joined by Islamic 
warriors fed up with lawlessness— now 
control 75%. of the country. That remark- 
able achievement raised hopes for an end 
to the conflicts that followed the Soviet 
Union's 1979-89 occupation of Afghan- 
istan. The Tahban were welcomed with re- 
hef when they took control of the capital 
two weeks ago. But in their first week, the 
Tahban shut girls out of schools and or- 
dered women workers to leave offices and 
hospitals. Men were given 45 days to grow 
a beard, and cabbies and bus drivers were 
instructed to pull up to a mosque five times 
a day to pray. Photographing the human 
figure was forbidden, and the Taliban 
rounded up an unconfirmed number of 
former government workers. After Httle 
more than a week, many Afghans who had 
greeted the Tahban as a force that could 
3 put an end to their national turmoil were 
S having second thoughts. "On the first day, 
I the people were happy," said a middle- 
S aged woman huddled in her war-damaged 
5 apartment. "Now the Taliban are trying to 
3 kill the mind of the Afghan people." 
5 The Tahban defended their actions as 

H PIOUSLY MUSLIM: In the new scheme, 

^ school is m>icM^^ a place fiir yiMWitii^^ 



ASIA 



THAT TERRIFIES 

men are housebound and initial relief over the Taliban victory is fading 



necessary to transform Afghanistan into a 
devout Islamic state. They said women 
were being barred from offices only until 
arrangements could be made to segregate 
the sexes. Women doctors, they insisted, 
could start work immediately if they wore 
long garments and scarves, though by 
week's end few had returned to the wards. 
Kabul's fall to the Taliban did have its salu- 
tary effects: there was more food in the 
markets than before the army of ousted 



ing the job of deputy army corps chief, 
which v^nt to Mullah Abdul Salam Rocketi, 
whose unusual nom de guerre refers to his 
skill with Stinger missiles. 

The fighting may not be over just yet. 
Rabbani's forces, led by former army chief 
Ahmad Shah Massoud, are holed up 50 km 
nonli of Kabtil in the isolated Panjshir Val- 
ley, having blovm up the only road leading 
in. Rabbani is rumored to have fled to Iran. 
Another warlord, General Abdul Rashid 




POWER OF PRAYER: At Kabul's main mosque, armed guards watch over attendees, whose 
ranks may swell as the Taliban attempt to transform A^^nistan into a devout islamic State 



President Burhanuddin Rabbani took 
fU^t, and petty officials were too terrified 
to soUcit bribes from shop ovraers and 
goods truckers. 

The Taliban's shadowy leader, Mau- 
lana Mohammad Omar, a one-eyed former 
cleric who is known by his followers as 
Commander of the Faithful, had yet to 
make an appearance. He was nmning the 
capital from his base, nearly 300 km to the 
southwest, in Kandahar. A six-man coimcil 
was named to rtie until a new gmremment 
could be devised, with, as acting Deputy 
Foreign Minister Shirmohanunad Stanek- 
zai put it, considtation from the popiikce. At 
his press conference, two female foreign 
correspondents were forbidden to ask 
questions because, an aide explained, Shir- 
mohammad "must not hear their voices." 
Top military posts were distribtitei, indud- 



Dostum, controls a large amount of territo- 
ry on the northeastern border. The Tahban 
have said they would negotiate with him, 
and Dostum has agreed as long as there is 
U.N. mediation. The most likely outcome, 
for the time being, would be a mutual 
nonaggression pact. 

The new government was recognized 
almost immediately by Pakistan. That sur- 
prised few in Kabul, where it was widely 
beUeved that the Islamabad government 
has been quietiy sending substantial sup- 
port across the border to the Tahban— an al- 
legation both sides deny. 

"Pakistan is not assisting the Taliban," 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto told Time 
last week. "If the Tahban could unite 
Afghanistan and end the factionahsm, it 
will be a boon for the region." On the oth- 
er hand, a Pakistan led by a woman Prime 



Minister cannot be sanguine about a 
neighboring government exporting zeal- 
ous, old-style Islamic ideals. 

Another neighbor, Russia, viewed with 
undisguised alarm the prospect of a funda- 
mentahst Islamic Afghanistan. The worry 
was that the Tahban would try to extend 
their rule— and Islamic fundamentahsm- 
into pro-Moscow Tajikistan, whose border 
with Afghanistan is already patrolled by 
Rxissian soldiers. From his sickbed. Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin sent Prime Minister Vic- 
tor Chernomyrdin to the Kazakh capital of 
Alma-Ata for a hurriedly arranged meeting 
of leaders from the former Soviet repubHcs 
of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and 
Uzbekistan. Security chief Alexander 
Lebed went further, announcing last week 
that Russia should help prop up Rabbani's 
ousted government, though it is hard to 
imagine a Russian return after an occupa- 
tion that cost so dearly in Hves and tieasure. 

Residents of Kabiil, generally too cau- 
tious to express out loud any concern about 
the Taliban, certainly had reason to won- 
der. At the first Taliban-attended Friday 
prayer meeting, soldiers forced passersby 
into mosques at grmpoint. There were 
many doubts abcmt the Tahban's abihty to 
run a large country ravaged by war. "The 
Tahban coming to Kabul is a bit like the 
Vikings conquering 20th century London," 
observed a foreign aid worker who has 
dealt with the group in the south. Until 
now, the Tahban have not been able to 
form any clear administrative structures in 
the areas under their control. Justice is 
brutal; people accused of major crimes 
have been summarily executed. 

At the Malah High School, Siad Bibi 
knew that her life had turned a terrible 
comer. She was a cleaner until the Tahban 
decreed that she could not leave her 
house, right next door, without her hus- 
band, who is old and SI. "Now I have no 
work. I can't go outside," she said tearful- 
ly. She added that the situation is even 
worse for Kabul's estimated 25,000 wid- 
ows, who are now officially jobless. "There 
were many widows who worked here," she 
said. "Now they can't leave their homes. 
I'm so scared." For a country returning to 
peace, that's a strange but aE-too-common 
sentiment. —Reported by Alan Pearce/Kabul 
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VIEW FROM WASHINGTON 



Chr^opher Oi^iiii 



Good News/Bad News in the Great Game 

Afghanistan's new islamic regime may prove both stabihzing and disruptive 



FEW EVENTS FREEZE THE BLOOD OF U.S. POUCYMAKERS 
faster ibsm the creation of a revolutionary Islamic state 
run by extreme fundamentalists. Since the mullahs' take- 
over of Iran in 1979 and seizure of the American embassy 
in Tehran, through a host of terrorist hijackings and bombings, 
including the assault on New York City's World Trade Center, 
the mere phrase "fundamentalist Islam" sounds like an air-raid 
warning to many Americans. They assume the worst, then start 
looking for a bomb shelter and the means to retaliate. 

The Taliban takeover of Kabul in late September, which 
gave this religious militia sway over most of Afghanistan, 
seemed to be such a moment. After a two-year campaign, 
militant Islamic clerics and their followers seized the capital, 
stormed a U.N. compound and killed the country's former 
ruler and his brother, a onetime head of internal security— then 
hanged them in the city center. When the militants turned 
swifdy to establishing a new civil order in the capital, their ac- 
tions were, if less brutal, stiU 
stuimin^y harsh. All prh' 
schools were closed, and 
women were ordered home 
from their jobs; included 
were thousands of widows 
who may now starve. Shari'a, 
the traditional Islamic code, 
had become the unforgiving 
law of the land. 

Afghanistan's neighbors 
—and the West— are con- 
cerned less with the coun- 
try's social and religious 
mores than with the strate- 
gic question. Will the Tal- 
iban be a stabilizing or a dis- 
ruptive force in an area of 
expanding Islamic influ- 
ence that now spreads from Though Taliban militiamen took 

Turkey through Central Asia? "The answer is yes; most like- 
ly they will be both," says Bamett Rubin, the Afghanistan ex- 
pert at the U.S.-based Council on Foreign Relations. 

Near term, they will probably be stabilizing. That wouldn't 
take much; Afghanistan has been anything but stable for 
most of its history. In the 19th centmy it was a pawn in what 
Rudyard Kipling called "the Great Game," the struggle be- 
tween Britain and imperial Rmsia for control of Central 
Asia. After the Soviets completed their withdrawal in 1989 
and their puppet regime collapsed in 1992, Afghan tribes re- 
sumed batthng each other, just as they always did after re- 
pelling an invader, whether it was Alexander the Great, 
Genghis Khan or the Red Army. For the past four years, a 
bloody civil war has raged. 

Now, with a single entity controlling most of the country, 
the in Washington is that the devastation of war and the 
misery of rmUions of refugees, plus the arms and drug trade that 
helped foster the fighting and the Balkanization of A%han- 
istan, will ease dramaticafly, if not end. Pakistan hop^ that sta- 



bility wiU allow the opening of safe trade routes into Central 
Asia, offering an alternative to dealing with Iran. Western oil 
companies, like Cahfomia's Unocal, are thrilled with the pros- 
pect that work may actually begin on a $10 billion-to-$15 bil- 
lion project to develop Turkmenistan's natural-gas resources 
and build pipelines across Afghanistan to Pakistan. 

That's the good news, and there is more. "The Taliban do 
not have any links to Islam's international radicals. In fact, 
they hate them," says Rubin. The Taliban are Sunni Muslims 
like those in Saudi Arabia, not Persian Shi'ites like the fol- 
lowers of Ayatullah Khomeini, and "are not into exporting 
revolution. Nor are they hostile to the U.S.," says Zalmay 
Khalilzad, an Afghan-bom senior analyst at Rand Corp., a Los 
Angeles-based research organization. If the regime is not led 
by international radicals, the U.S. cares little who governs 
Afghanistan as long as it is governed. 

The unsettling news is that the Taliban are unlikely to es- 
tablish long-term autiiority. 
What control they do pro- 
ject will probably exacer- 
bate ethnic Islamic tensions 
among their fellow Pash- 
toons in Pakistan and among 
Uzbeks and Tajiks in the for- 
mer Soviet Union. Their me- 
dieval behefs are hopelessly 
incompatible with modem 
Islam and the world's econ- 
omy. Spawned in war, the 
Taliban have no experience 
in governing and no plans to 
modemize. Such move- 
ments rarely hold together 
for long. They spKt internal- 
ly. Leaders are pushed out, 
others in. "Revolutionary so- 
Kabul, the fighting may continue ^^^^^^ ^ever a source of 

stabihty, although they are invariably a source of exaggerated 
short-term hope," says Anthony Cordesman, a regional secu- 
rity specialist at the Center for Strategic and International 
Studies in Washington. 

India is nervous, believing that Pakistan backed the Tal- 
iban and has a new ally in power. Officials in Karachi and Is- 
lamabad, on the other hand, will not be so comfortable with 
this beast if it turns on them and Pakistan's Pashtoons try to 
secede. Rtissia is worried as well Contending that the Taliban 
have made claims on Central Asia, Moscow called last week 
for a securit>' summit to consider cross-border ethnic tension. 

The outcome will depend on whether the Taliban, like 
the African National Congress in South Africa, can shift from 
a movement to a government, reaching out to ethnic groups 
and establishing a program of economic reconstruction. The 
omens are not good, and if the Taliban foil to recognize that 
the days of hiding out from the world are as long gone for 
Afghanistan as they are for every other country in that re^pn, 
then their moment of power wiU be just that. • 
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UN fte^s up peace 

hunt as XfgKaii ftfes 
haggle over power 

From Christopher Thomas in kabul 



THE United Nations is at- 
tempting to broker a peacs 
accord in Afghanistan be- 
tween General Abdul Rashid 
Dostum, the powerful ruler of 
six stable northern provinces, 
and the Taleban Islamic 
army, which controls three- 
quarters of the country. The 
aim is to save Kabul the 
capital, from attacL 

The military stalemate 
north of Kabul has given UN 
envoys time to try to bring 
both sides together. Pakistan 
is also involved in the drive for 
peace. Naseerullah Babar. the 
Home Minister, has travelled 
to all tiie main Af^ian cities 
this wedc to try to save Kabul 
from another battering. 

He met Mullah Moham- 
mad Omar, the Taleban chief, 
in the southern dty of Kanda- 
har — a rare encounter for a 
non-Afghan. Mullah Omar is 
so ultra-conservative he re- 
ceives only Muslim envoys. 
Non-Muslim UN officials 
have failed to gain access. 



Troops loyal to General Abd- 
ul Rashid Dostum, the Uzbek 
warlord, came under hca^ 
fire from Taleban mortars 
yesterday, a day after joining 
forces with Ahmad Shah 
Masood, die former Defence 
Minister, north of Kabol. An 
Uzbek officer said the two 
forces would join in an 
offensive later in tfie 
day. (Renter) 



General Dostum is the key 
to peace. He has privaldy 
made it dear he ejq)ects to jrfay 
a role in any futoire govern- 
ment to protect his fiefdom. 
His sabre-ratding with tanks 
and artillery, positioned 40 
miles north of Kabul is de- 
signed to persuade Taleban. 

He is rrady to share a role in 
govemmenr with both Tale- 
ban and General Ahmed Shah 
Masood, the Tajik leader who 
was defence diief in the for- 
mer Kabul administration. 



ousted three wedcs ago. 
Taleban says General Ma- 
sood can have no role. 

General Dostum wants to 
benefitirom international aid 
and trade that will follow any 
peace deal In particular, he 
wants to exploit huge natural 
gas reserves in his territory; 
&ese have not been extracted 
since the former Soviet Union 
quit the country in 1989. 

He opposes Taleban's 
hardline form of Islam and 
has told UN and Pakistani 
emissaries that he will not 
tolerate strict interpretations 
of Sharia in his provinces. 

A Russian draft resolution 
at the UN Security Council 
calling i(x an immediate end 
to hostilities is supported by 
tiie Central Asian countries. 
They lode to General Dostum 
as a barrier against Taleban's 
hardline ideology. Both" they 
and Russia will, therefore, 
seek to ensure that he is 
involved in any future govern- 
ment in Kabul. 



Kabul traffic cops 
under-employed in 
^ ty of dis ruption 



By Christopher Thomas 



THREE wedcs after the \ 
Taldian Islamic militia seized • 
control of Kabul, there is 
chaos in the Afjghan capital 

There are no functioning - 
primary schools, the m^rcr- 
sity has dosed indefinitdy, ~ 
hospitals are disrupted, inter- ^ 
national aid ptDgrammes axe 
winding down aixl there b ~ 
greater hunger. But Taleban _ 
has r e s t ui e J one symbcrf of ■ 
normality: trafik police. 

Not that there is much 
trafBc save for ancient buses 
and bone-shaking ydlow tax- ■ 
is. most of them Russian 
relics, as wdl as Toyota 



pickups roaring around town 
laden with tuxbaned Talebs 
with Kalashnikovs and shoul- 
dcr-hek} rtxket lanndi^rs — 
part of ^ Tildiah uniiomL 

In the Riissian4railt For- 
eign Miinstry three painters 
are touching up the stairway, 
a bizarre gesture amid the sea 
of rufaUe diat is KaboL The 
peak-cappe£ tiafiSc pdice, 
waving little lol^nps at the 
qyeeding Taldis — the *go* 
side, of oouise — are equally 
as cosmetic and pointless. 

One of Ae early diktats of 
Taleban was to impose a fixed 
price on meat, set at about 
haJf the market rate. This was 
abandoned aftctevErxLhutch- 



er in Kabul ran out of mutton > 
and the price was so low 
shepherds refused to slaugh- 

ter their sheep. Some good - 
things have flowed from 
Taldban's invasion: the shell- 
ing has stopped; ample and 
cheap suppli« of vegetables 
and otiief^ gobd^^'are arriving : 
by lorry from Pakistan: tiiere ^ 
is no looting: and the new | 
rulers have forced down the \ 
price of bread. i 

There is not much else for 
the people of Kabul to be ' 
'happy about The schools . 
dosed, because all die teach- i 
ers were womerL The univer- [ 
sity was shut because it was 
co-educatioaal — forbidden 
under TaHsm bw. 11^ teach- 
cis, toQ^ were mosdy WQoiexL 

The hospitals have been 
disrupted because many 
nurses and some women doc- 
tors are staying away, despite 
an exemption by Taleban 
allowing tiiem to work. They 
fear goinE on the streets. 



whichlure off limits to womer 
unless they are shopping o- 
can prove they are medica 
staff. 

Nurses in the city's t\v' 
hospitals work lengthy five 
day shift cydes without goin . 
home, thus minimising th 
time spent travelling to ani 
from work. There are elabt 
rate restrictions on male doc 
tors treating wcHuen patient- 
and women doctors are ni 
allowed to go near a ma- 
patient 
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in Kabul 



KABUL is stiU a city under 
occupation. But, as the Tali- 
ban fundamentalists who 
control the Afghan capital 
face a major offensive from 
their enemies, its frightened 
residents are preparing to 
strike back at their new Bass- 
ters. 

An armed resistance is 
waiting for the command to 
rise up and rebel. Astonish- 
ingly there is evidence that 
•SLfghan women, outraged fey 
the Taliban's attempts to 
impose strict Islamic rule on 
the citv, are launching 
. deadly terrorist attacks on 
their tormentors. 

The resistance's jaoment 
to strike back may came 
soon. The forces of Ahmed 
Shah Massoud were poised 
yesterday to launch a major 
assault on the capital. 

As Kabul's citizens begin 
their fourth week uoder Tali- 
ban rule, the mood of the ^ 
has changed from indipia- 
tion to deep fear and seeth- 
ing anger. 

Behind closed doors, in 
whispered conversations. 



there is talk of an upnsmg. 
And there are said to be 
some500 guerrillas hidden m 
the capital loyal to Massoud, 
Afghanistan's former 
defence minister. The Tali- 
ban may have searched 
almost every house in the 
city for weapons when they 
took Kabul — but sources 
close to the guerrillas say 
that there are substantial 
arms caches hidden far from 
the reach of the Taliban. 

The resistance is waiting ' 
for the signal to counter- 
attack, which they believe 
will be given when Massoud 
is about to retake the city. 

And when they do rise up, 
large numbers of ordinary 
Kabul residents — more than 
half of whom are ethnically 
distinct from the TWibaa — 
will join them. 

Some k# raanbers of the 
resistance movement met. in 
secret last week in the 
upstairs room of a house m 
Kabul. One man, whose 
bi^er is an officer in the 
©Btoosition military, said: 
"ttere are maay |»eople m 
the city who J^re armed. 
They're not fighting now, 
because thejLknojsLthfiY will 



worked in Afghanistan forj 
many years, says he received ', 
his ttdrd such missive last 
week. According to him, they 
say, in essence **sharii*n 
your knives". 

The scholar, who like most 
people in Kabul these days 
asked not to be named, told 
the story of a friend who 
works part-time sharpening 
blades. Suddenly there 
seems to be a huge demand 
for very sharp implements. 
Every night for the last week 
he has worked until 2am. 

Most of his customers are 
women. "The women of this 
city are very independent 
and strong-minded, and 
they're very angry," said the 
scholar. "They've been 
beaten into submission. But 
only for the moment." 

Several sources last week 
described how four Taliban 
fighters were murdered by a 
group of womea posing as 
beggars eight miles north of 
Kabul. The women, who had 
been asking for bread, sud- 
denly pulled knives from 
under their chadars — the all- 
covering veil they are forced 
to wear — and pounced. 
According to other reports, 



Aid agencies say they have 
the names of 400 young jaen 
kidnapped after Taliban 
forces were forced to retreat 
from Charikar, a town north 
of Kabul, a week ago. 

The prisoners' where- 
abotxts are unknown. But it is 
susperted that they are being 
kept hostage for prisoner 
exchanges. There are real 
fears that they may be forced 
to act as human 
minesweepers. 

An aid worker said 24 
young men who had had 
their legs blown off were 
removed from a hospital by 
the Taliban after the fall of 
Sarobi, east of Kabul, three 
weeks ago. Taliban troops 
had been seen running 




a man loyal to Commander 
Massoud killed a Taliban 
patrol single-handed some 
days ago. The mai^thad been 
hiding in KhairKNiiia, a pro- ; 
Massoud Tajik qiiater of the 
city that is heavily patrolled 
by TSlibaiH fighters. 
Armed with grenade s, he 

killed the patrol outside the 
door of the house where he 
■- was hiding before fleeing 
^into the soirouBding 
|: mountains. 

f - In response, the number of 
black-turbaned Taliban 
fighters on the streets has 
increased. Their triumphant 



PrayInC fx victory: 
AtaMd SluA Massoud 

lose^.^ot Whea tite time is 
right they'll be reidy**. 

Meanwhile, anonymous 
leaflets are circulating the 
city. They are written in 
Farsi. the language of the 
pro-Massoud Tsijiks, which 
the Pashto-speaking Taliban 
do not oodefstaad. 

k Persian sdiolar, who has 



euphoria has gone, along 
with the tinsel garlanding 
their guns. It is a threatemng ; 
and hostUe army of occupa- : 
tion which patrols the aty of j 
Kabul nowi not an army of j 
•victors. ■ ■ ! 
£ The fear felt by women, 
who go in fear of attacks by 
Taliban fighters for not obey- 
ing their strict dress code, 
-bas now spread to men. Hav- 
ing suffered their first mih- 
tary setbacks in twd years, 
the fighters have become 
cruel fanatics. 



through minefields in tb^ 
battle and tiie young meg 
who were not firbm the saiqS 
ethnic Pashtun group as t^ 
Taliban, may have beqg 
forced to carry out the deaqjj 
task of running ahead of thg 
fighters to check whether tlJS 
way was dear of mines. *J 
The Taliban boast thafei 
they are fighting "for AllahJ? 
But they are inflicting ^ 
much misery as any of ttrel 
other arinies 'who have- pre-! 
ceded them as masters ofj 
Kabul. -As they fought last! 
week — with Russian and; 
American weapons — hun-. 
dreds of refugees were wait-; 
ing to cross the battle lines, j 
Some were fleeing the cap-, 
ital for the north. Others; 
were fleeing the fighting out-; 
side Kabul in search of thej 
relative security of the city.j 
Wherever the refugees ends 
up spending the winter, they{ 
will have, to demonstrate 
huge extremies of resilience^! 

But the preparations for an{ 
armed insurrection withia 
Kabul show that many of its 
citizens would prefer the risk 
of violent death, trying to 
drive out the Taliban, to con- 
tinued oppression at the 
hands of fundamentalist 
fanatics. 



ers 
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by Jon Swain 
Charikar, Afghanistan 

THE tragedy of the latest fight- : 
ing in Afghanistan is written on 
the despairing faces of the 
people of Charikar. Almost 
eveiyone in this dusty, mud- 
walled town has ^rim stories to 
tell of their harsh life under the 
Taliban's brief but brutal rule: 
savage beatings of scores of 
young men, arrests, disappear- ■ 
ances and executions. 

"It got so bad that in the end 
we rose up and attacked them ' 
with our bare hands and 
stones," said an old man in the 
town, a crucial gateway to Ka- [ 
bul, 15 miles to the south. 

He described how the Is- 
lamic fundamentalist move- 
ment was chased out of the 
town last weekend in a popular 
uprising, leaving such a legacy 
of hatred behind that its fighters 
probably will never again be 
able to set foot safely in this 
part of Af^banistan. 

The Taliban's violent expul- 
sion from Charikar after sLx 
days of fighting is more than 
just a military setback. When 
the rebels marched into town 
flushed with pn6e after their 
capturr qf Kabul on September 
27, they enjoyed broad support. 

Locd people told forces 
loyal iU\hmed Shah Masood, 
die ousted Kabul goveinment's 
top militaiy cfnomaoder, as . 
dxy retietised dooag^ the town, 
to keep on marching and leave 
Charikar without a fight They 
said they were disgusted by the 
faa that the government had 
done so little to alleviate the 
suffering of the Af;^ian people 
during its 4V^ years in power, 
that it deserved to be toppled by 
the Tahban militia, who could 
hardly behave any worse. 



and stones 



But the Taliban's ruthless 
behaviour has lost it that res- 
ervoir of goodwill. Anger to- 
wards the Taliban is mixed with 
contempt and sorrow at the up- ' 
heaval it has wim^bt as it tries 
to fight its way back towards 
Charikar. Yesterday the 
Taliban suffered a big setback 
when Masood' s forces captured 
Kabul's vital Bagrame nuhtary 
airbase 12 miles to the north. ' 

"We are wearied about our 
wives and daughters, otherwise 
we would join in the fight and 
kill them, even though we have 
only our empty hands," said a 
man sifting through the smok- 
ing ashes of his home after it 
was destroyed by a shell. 

Charikar's popular uprising 
may well be repeated elsewhere ' 
if opposition to the Tahban 
continues to grow. "If we sit it 
out long enough the people of ' 
Kabul may rise up gnd invite us 
in." said a spokesman for 
Masood. in the grounds of an 
old pharmaceutical factorv' at 

Jabal os-Siraj — a key town 
just north of Charikar which 
was also reclaimed by . 
Masood' s forces from the 
Taliban after fighting last 
weekend. "Charikar may turn 
out to be a dry run for an upris- 
ing in the capital itself against 
the Taliban." 

Masood has made Jabal os- 
Siraj his temporary head- 
quarters, and it look a dawTi ride 
from the capital through the 
Tahban front lines in a battered 
old Kabul taxi to reach it. As 
the taxi wheezed its way along 
the pot-holed road from check- 
point to checkpdnt, the gunfire 
grew more intense and the road 
northwards ominously emptier. 

But the danger from the 
approaching war has done 
nodui^ to soften the zeal of the 
Talibas fighters for iioposing 
dxar strict code of Islamic rtdes 
on travellers. One of the 
Taliban's fundamentalist de- 
crees is that listening to music 
is "anti-Islam" and when a tur- 
baned and bearded fighter at the 
last checkpoint founcj a cassette 
tape of Indian music in our car 
he stamped on it and gleefully 
strung the audio tape like a 
streamer from the twin barrels 
of an anti-aircraft gun pointing 
at the sky. Then he waved the 
taxi throueh. 



A ragged band of refugees 
trudged their way along the 
road to the front line. Several 
amputees, victims of mines, 
hobbled by on crutches towards 
the Taliban, who waved them 



through with a cursory glance. 
A few hundred yards up the 
road, Masood's forces had 
taken up positions along the 
edge of the road. As we reached 
them, there was a crump and a 
splash of diit 100 yards away as 
a mortar exploded. The fighters 
scarcely flinched. 

The arrival ,pear Masood's 
positions of IsiSf a dozen tanks 




and trucks carrying about 400 
grinning soldiers belonging to 
the army of General Abdul Ra- 
shid Does tarn has changed the 
exivapleTmB of the. battlefield. 
Afghanistm's aoit^m war- 
lord, who effectively runs his 
own state in six northern prov- 
inces, formed a defensive aUi- 
ance with Masood and other 
anti-Taliban groups 10 days 
^o. At Het same taae' he put 
out feelers to the Taliban for 
reaching peace, .. 

Now it looks as if his army, 
the strongest by far in Afghani- 
stan, may join the fi^y against 
them. Some reports said they 
were already involved in the 

fighting to take Bagrame. 

Docstam has become the 
main power broker. But his 
willingness to switch sides — 
he has done so twice in the past 
few years — leaves a question 
mark ova his ultimate teliabil- 
ity. There ase soimis 
doubts about bis politiad am- 



bitions in committing his force 
south of the 12,000ft-high 
Salang Pass tunnel which links 
his northern zone of Afghani- 
stan with Kabul and the south 
through the Hindu Kush. But it 
looks as if, once again, events 
are happening to his advantage. 

When Doestam pulled out 
last time from Afghanistan's 
first government estabUshed by 
the anti-Soviet mujaheddin 
guerrillas, who seized Kabul in 
1992 from the Soviet-backed 
government of General Naji- 
buUah, he shelled Kabul for 
months. Masood, his ally 
against the Tahban, mistrusts 
him deeply. 

Masood would sot allow his 
soldiers to stay ovsoigbt in the 
villages atound Charikar last 
week for fear they would resort 
to the usual practice of 
Doestam' s army of looting 
local houses. 

There was httle contact be- 
tween Doestam' s flat-faced 
Uzbeki sol<fiers and Masood's 
sharp-featured guerrillas, com- 
posed mainly of Tajik tribes- 
men from the Panjshir Valley, 
though they are comrades now 
in a four-party alliance against 
the Tahbzm. 

The Tahban was trying des- 
peraaely last week to push these 
fighters back from around the 
town of Charikar. At one point, 
the air ached with the whine of 
jet engines and the valley 
erupted with anti-aircraft fu^'. 
There was a whoosh and shud- 
der as a Taliban jet dropped two 
bombs on a neaAy hillside. In a 
local restaurant, people contin- 
ued eating. "It's in the moun- 
tains. The bombs will break 
stones, aodiing else," said one 
man. But another plane un- 
leashed a cluster of bombs in a 
central part of Charikar, where 
there were no mihtary targets 
— only a .-ho^ital. Miracu- 
lously, nobody was injured. 

Naplace captures the suffer- 
ing aod the fiitzliQF-af Afj^iani- 
stan's latest coofbct as much as . 
this local hospital. Crossing the 
threshold was like passing from 
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sunlight into daiiiiess. There 
were clouds of flies and the ' 
sour smell of sickness, festering 
wounds and death. Penetrating , 
farther down the dim coiridor, < 
moaning and the soimd of • 
thrashing limbs came from a 
room off to the right There a 
young man with a head woimd 
tossed around on a dirty blan- 
ket, crying in agony. 

*'He is a captiicd Taliban 
fighter/' said an orderly. "His 
mind is not working." The 
white-coated medical orderly 
pointed out another Taliban 
fighter nearby and identified 
him as Murad from Charikar. 
He had a leg wound and said 



the Taliban forcibly con- 
scripted him to fight because he 
is a Pashtun — the ethnic group 
that dominates the movement 
Back at Masood*s bead- 
quarters, a group of UN officers 
trying to find a peaceful sol- 
ution to the conflict was emerg- 
ing from a meeting with 
Masood^s spokesman. ^*One 
day I am optimistic. The next 
day I am filled with pessi- 
mism," said an officer with a 
tired smile. He was gratified to 
hear that Masood had declared 
he had no intention of fighting 
his way back into Kabul 
because the city had already 
suffered too much destruction. 



. Despite talk, of setting up a 
^flnalitioivof aQ gsappsJto gc^^em 
^bt ebimti7^.&^a&^ 
^ 1^ pmnmip^|p withdraw 
finom Ka&uL.H]^ it does, 
everyone ^knowledges . there 
can be no peace. Interference 
by Pakistan, fbc Taliban*s main 
outside supporter fiirther com- 
plicates efforts for an overall 
settlement 

• One face-saving formula for 
the Taliban favoured by the UN 
involves demilitarising Kabul. 
This would involve putting the 
city out of the rocket range of 
all factions in the fighting. But 
each faction, including the 
Taliban, would be allowed to 



open a small office in Kabul 
imder UN au^ices. This is the 
"clean city" scenario, but get- 
ting the factions to agree to it 
poses a Herculean task as dieir 
war psychosis builds up. 
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From Christopher Thomas in kabul 



AFGHANISTAN effectivdy 
became two countries yester- 
day, split along ethnic lines 
between Pashtuns in the south 
and non-Pashtuns in the 
north. It is a logical division of 
a country destroyed by tribal 
-and linguistic hatred, Howev- 
ec it not bring peace: it 
merely simplifies a many- 
sided war. ' - 

, Tliree powerful armies have 
joined .riorpes against the 
Taleban Islamic militia, which 
controls three<}uiarters of Af- 
ghanistan in a line running 
roughly from the ancient dty 
of Herat in the west to the 
Khyber Pass. North of that are 
tfie Uzbek forces of General 
Abdul Rashid Dostimx and 
Tajik army of General 
Ahmed Shah Masood. Ihey 
have formed an allianre, to-, 
getherwith^a smaH {wtt neyer: r 
theiess powerful group, Hezbh 
i-Wahdat the predominant 
tiy Shia Hazara " tribe, 
concentrated in the central 
province of BamiyarL The 
forcesjairayed against Tale- 
ban ircLjcapal^e of dealing 
with any invasion. 

Tlie^ hostile language of 
Taleban leaders, who on 
Thursday rgected calls by the 
United Nations fcN* a ceasefire, 
became suddenly conciliatory 
yesterday as they digested the 



implications of the new miH- 
taiy order. It was a far cry 
from last week's demands for 
the unconditional surrender of 
the two generals. 

Taleban and the alliance are 
equipped with hundreds of 
tonnes of mimitions. fleets of 
tanks and artillery guns, as 
well as a sizeable number of 
helicopter gunships and some 
patch^-up Russian fighter 
planes left behind when the 
former Soviet Union pulled 
out in 1989. The crucial ques- 
tion is whether the alliance, 
called the Supreme Council 
for the Defence of Afghani- 
stan, will tiy to take Kabul 

Taleban is mostly Pashtun, 
the traditional rulers of Kabul 
and the dominant ethnic 
groiq}, comprising about half 
die populaticm. Its nordiem 
rivals aietfar 'inore "ii&raL;; 
General Ma^xxi daims to 
favour a secular Afghanistan, 
although he was a member of 
the hardline Islamic regime 
templed by Taleban. 

General Dostum is . any- 
thing but . - a - religious , 
hardliner: his men even drink- 
He runs a successfiil fi^om 
that does well firbm trade and 
smuggling across die porous 
borders "widi; some - oC-' die 
former Soviet repubtics. He 
was previously allied with 



General Masood in die ousted 
Kabul Government, but 
pulled out in 1994. He has not 
demonstrated any desire to-, 
expand his territory, ^^di is 
some comfort for Taleban: 
Nor has he ruled out a 
negotiated settlement with the 
Islamic army. \ 

General Masood. however! 
will almost certainly not let 
matters resTHei continued hisr " 
harassment of Taleban forces 
yesterday near the important^ 
military airbase at Bagram; 
north of Kabul, and there were . 
clashes east of the capital en 
the road to the Khyber. He is 
seeking to cut off Taleban'^ • 
supply lines north of the dtyij : 

There has been no attpmp^^: 
to capture the airbase or 
infiltrate Kabul although 
skirmishes last night' woe- 
only 15 miles awi^. The tJtai|;- 
ted. Naticms and the Interm^ 
tional Committee of die Red ; 
Cross have moved some Gqs: 
triate staff out of the capital 4 

The northern alliance said 
that any assault on one of 
ihem would be regarded as an^ 
attack on aU. It is a militar;^ 
rather than a political act. bat- 
defines Afghanistan in nord^ 
south terms for the first time.^ 
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Taliban take step back into the futurt 



As the foot soldiers of 
Islam try to consolidate 
power in Afghanistan J: 
Jonathan Steele in : 
Kabul reviews a conflict . 
without seenning end 

FAZIL BARY sat in the back 
of a Toyota Landcruiser pick- 
up, with a large black kettle 
resting on a US Army ammunition 
box in front of hinL Three other 
bearded men in loose -brown robes 
were squashed in alongside. 

Now 35, Fazil spent all his young 
adulthood as a mojahed, "a warrior 
of God", resisting the Soviet occupa- 
tion of his country. But when the 
mojahedin leaders took over the 
government four years ago, they 
"deviated from Islam". Disappointed 
and betrayed, Fazil said he had no 
choice but to go back to the struggle. 

With the earflaps of his Russian 
soldier's hat flopping as he talked 
("my turban's inside the car." he 
smiled), it could have been pure 
comedy: the glasses of tea, the tin of 
snuff in his hand, his name 
scrawled on the bonnet of the Land- 
cruiser to remind potential rivals 
that he was the one who liberated it 
Yet this is no bunch of amiable 
ruffians. As we chat, the crump of 
mortar fire echoes around the 
mountain. We are on the front line 
of an astonishing advance which 
has seen the Taliban militias cap- 
ture Afghanistan's capital. Kabul, 
and other key cities, moving for- 
ward some 200 miles over the past 
monthi. 

Everywhere they go, the Taliban 
are imposing a version of Islam 
which has no parallel in the world. 
People have been forced at gun- 
point to attend the mosque. Women 
are barred from work, men ordered 
to grow beards. Television is banned, 
and satellite dishes are shot at 

Fazil Bary calls himself a mullah. 
He has a wife and a five-year-old 
daughter. "I don't want her to go to 
school," he boasts. T will give her 
whatever rights are bestowed by the 
Koran, but no more. The only 
knowledge which is compulsory for 
women as much as men is know- 
ledge of the Koran." 

When the worid had more than 
one superpower, each side pumped 
billions of dollars of hardware into 
diis dirt-poor central Asian country 
in pursuit of sonoe sort of mission. 
With the end of the cold war has 
come a reversion to a mecfieval past, 
not to mention the dea&s of more 
tiian a million Aj^ghans. 

A scraiHnetal merchant with a 
crane and a few flatbed trucks could 
make a fortune from disabled mili- 
tary vehicles along the road from 
Kabul to Ae north. 



If there is little to dioose between 
the TaEban and the mojahetfin who 
stayed " teyal to the government 
when it comes to mastering comp5- 
cated weaponry, the Ta£ban have 
the edge in morale. "Weapons help, 
but our strength comes from the 
Koran"^ is a refr<m yon hear every 
time you accost them for a roadside 
interview. 

Their second source of inner 
power is contempt for the moja- 
hedin leaders* "deviations". Like 
evangelistic bible-bashers, the Tali- 
ban are Islamic protestants stirring 
up the faithful against the wayward 
prophets of the establishment who 
betrayed the people's hopes. It is 
not just their material corruption 
but the way the men who led the 



struggle against the Russians 
turned on each other after victory. 

Most Taliban had never been to 
Kabul before last month. Seeing the 
city will only have redoubled their 
determination. While war with the 
Russians left the country in tatters, 
Kabul remained unspoilt Set on a 
plateau with the magnificent high- 
veld climate, at least from spring to 
autumn, of Johannesburg or 
Harare, the burning blue of its skies 
is softened by great ridges of moun- 
tains around it Only the heavy 
snows of winter add a non-African 
dimension. 

Now much of the city no longer 
exists. Sarajevo has become the 
worid's yardstick for war, the best- 
known measure of a modem city 
brought to ruin. Kabul is three 
times worse. 

Entering this wasteland of a city, 
the Taliban must feel their holy mis- 
sion to clean away an irresponsible 
mojahedin leadership is ftjlly justi- 
fied. Most of them spent years in 
madrassahs (religious schools) in 
the refugee camps of Pakistan, 
being trained as mojahedin. They 
did not expect they would one day 
form a second wave of warriors, this 
time purifying their country from 
compatriots and fellow Muslims 
rather than foreign infidel and their 
communist lackeys. 

The spark was lit by Mohammed 
Omar Akhund, a senior mullah from 
Kandahar, who is in his late thirties. 
Unlike the first wave of mojahedin 
political leaders, who spent most of 



the war against Russia in their villas 
in Pakistan's northwestern dty of 
Peshawar, Omar went into battle. 
He lost an eye. Two years ago. he 
summoned fee faithful to a new war, 
raTTmg for vohiuteeTS from the de- 
mobbed mojahedin. He called them 
the Taliban, the **students" or "seek- 
ers". Most were countryboys from 
Pashtun villages in the south, where 
women have always been treated as 
little more than house^laves. 

But no army can flourish solely 
on morale, comradeship, and faith 
in an idea. The big question is who 
! is helping them with training, sup- 
plies, logistics, and fuel As they sit 
fearfully in their homes in Kabul, 
I few middle-class professionals have 
I any doubts. Behind the Taliban 
stands Pakistan. 



HARD EVIDENCE is not easy 
to gather, but before then- 
assault on the eastern city of 
Jalalabad in mid-September eyewit- 
nesses saw the Taliban forces cross 
into Afghanistan from Pakistan. 
Three days before Kabul fell, a Tal- 
iban plane was hijacked by its own 
crew and flown to a government air- 
field. The pilot said he was defect- 
ing to show what Pakistan was 
doing. Seven Pakistani officers 
were on the plane. 

Pakistan's motives, according to 
Afghan observers, are to have a 
friendly and subservient govern- 
ment in control of Afghanistan. It 
wants to install leaders in Kabul 
who come from the powerful Pashtu 
tribes of the south rather than the 
Tajiks and Uzbeks of the north. For 
years the Pakistanis pinned their 
hopes on the Pashtu fundamental- 
ist, Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, one of 
the original mojahedin leaders, but 
he blotted his copybook by failing to 
join a united government in Kabul 
after 1992. By the time he did so this 
June, his stock had fallen and the 
Taliban were already on the move. 

Suspicion also centres on the 
United States. The CIA used the 
Pakistani intelligence services, the 
ISI, as its main conduit for sending 
Stinger missiles and tons of other 
arms to the mojahedin in anti-Soviet 
davs. Observers assume that the US 
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Afghan allies close in on Taliban^tnilitia 




Jonathan Steele in Bamyan 
and agencies in Kabul 

PROLONGED shooting shat- 
tered the ^ii«e I^^an 
cajntal on Monday as the 
Taliban militia was pushed back to 
T*ithin three miles of Kabul, which it 
captured so easily last month. 

Tracer rounds were vidfeie across 
±e sky, and anti-aircraft guns, small 
arms, machine-guns and sporadic 
artillery could be heard. No imme- 
diate ejqjlanation for the shooting 
could be sought during flie curfew. 
It could be a sign that guerrillas 
ioyal to Ahmed Shah Massoud, the 

- ^er defence minister, have infil- 

- .ed the coital and are planning 
to ambush TaJiban strongholds. 

But a spokesman for Commander 
?vIassoud said: "Our forces have" not 
yet entered the coital — they are 
2.5 miles to the north." 

The TaBban suffered a serious 
setback during the day when one of 
iis senior commanders. Mullah 
Abdul Ahad, was MBed fii I^Aig 
north of Kabul 

The scale of the fighting was indi- 
cated by the Pakistan-based Afghan 
Is l a mi c Press, which quoted wit- 
nesses in the eastern city of Jalal- 
abad as saying many Taliban 
casualties had been ferried to the 
hospital there. 

"We have seen lots of wounded 
and there are not enou^^i beds for 
siem, so they are lying in the corri- 
dors," one witness said, "lightly 
■*X)unded fighters are being dis- 
c' Ted. but at least 15 seriously 
w»,-»ided cases have been trans- 
ferred to Pakistan." 

The Taliban have lost control of 
±e two main towns on the road 
aorth of Kabul and are under pres- 
sure at file Bagram air b^. oorihr 
east of the capital. 

The latest military developments 
will have encouraged the three 
leaders of Afghanistan's oppoation 
armies. On Monday they ham- 
mered out plans for the next stage 
of their advance, at their second 
tssedSjig since forming an alliance 
ag^QSt the Taliban last week. 

The rise in morale among the 
anti-Taliban forces is remarkable. 
On a fearsome two-day drive up into 



the Hindu Kush, we encountered 
groups of soldiers eager to drive the 
Taliban ouL "I want to get rid of 
them. They are btiog stqiported by 
Pakistan," said a membo- ecf a pith 
Massoud force of 70 men tile 
small town of Doab. 

The Taliban's customary white 
stm &w in the deqierately poor 
setflemeot, wMdi has no electricity 
or nmning water. The Taliban left at 
the wedcend, during dieir retreat 
from the nor&- 

The same anti-Taliban sentiments 
could be heard from bus passengers 
staying in Doab ovemight Their 
"hoteT consisted of two large rooms 
wMi a stove, oae each for men and 
women. Most passengers were 
Uzbek and Ta|Dk refugees, escaping 
a clampdown by the largefcr Pashtun 
Taliban miEtia. 

The btmqTy dirt-road winds 
through deep gorges and crosses 
pontoon bridges which passengers 
sometimes have to help rebuild by 
dropping large rocks into g^ in 



the rough surface. Until the Salang 
pass was built, this was the only 
north-south road across tiie moun- 
tains dividing Afghanistan. Ten 
mUes along it, the rusting carcasses 
of Soviet tanlfg rest in the river bed. 
None penetrated fiirflier. 

In the wide Bamyan vaBey, 
8,000ft above sea levd, fee road 
enters the heartland of the Hazara 
people, an andent Shia commimity 
almost wiped out by Gen^s Khan 
in the 13lii ceatory. Abdul Raiim 
Khalili, their leader, was one of the 
trio of anti-Taliban leaders who met 
this week, along with Cmdr Mas- 
soud and General Abdul Rashid 
Dostam, the U^bdk warlord. Gen 
Dostam recognised the ousted gov- 
ernment on Monday, but held back 
from joining a military alliance with 
its forces around Kabul 

The Taliban were driven from 
Bamjran last weekend. Mr KhalHi's 
forces now control Ghorband, a key 
town on the hills above the main 
road to the coital 



Known as Hizbe Wahadat, ^ 
Khalili's forces aded with the mc; 
hedin armies that took aver Kab 
in 1992 when the government 
Mohammed Na^buDah fell The 
later broke with Cmdr Massou 
Faced with the greater threat of ± 
TaHban, thQr have buried the 
eninity to become a Massoud ally. 

Sitting cross-legged on a carpett 
floor during hmch, Kurban A 
Erfani, Hizbe Wahadaf s second-i: 
command, told us why. With hi- 
was one of the 56 Hazara ayatollah 
As Shias, the Hazara fear th 
militant Sunni fundamentalism - 
the Taliban. "We accept wome 
•working and giris going to schoc 
We don't want to withdraw from th 
world," Mr Eriani said. 

Hizbe Wahadaf s alliance wit 
Cmdr Massoud and Gen Dostar 
deprives the Taliban of their la; 
potential ally. Every fighting group i: 
Afgiianistan is ranged against them 



Back into future, page 23 
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knew of the new Pakistani link with 
the Taliban, and did nothing to 
discourage it 

Did they go further? Were they 
actively advising the Taliban? Cer- 
tainly, Washington developed close 
contacts. In May, two Taliban lead- 
ers attended a conference there run 
by Senator Hank Brown, who has 
long maintained an interest in the 
region. US diplomats regularly trav- 
eDed to Taliban headquarters, most 
recently one week before the final 
assault on Kabul when Robin Raphel, 
the assistant secretary of state for 
Asian affairs, saw the mullahs. 

Such visits can be explained by 
any government's need for contact 
'^"ith opposition groups, but the tim- 
ing raises doubts as does the gener- 
ally approving line which US 
officials take towards the Taliban. 
John Holtzman, the deputy chief of 
mission in Islamabad, who is widely 
assumed to be the CIA's station 
ciiief in Pakistan, tells reporters that 
the Taliban can play a useful role in 
ending Afghanistan's long civfl war 
by providing -a strong central gov- 
ernment Astonishingly, Holtzman 
was planning to fly to Kabul shortly 
after the Taliban took over. The 
head of protocol had already gone 
to the airport to meet him when the 
Clinton administration realised an 
image of cosying up with ultra- 
fundamentalists might go down 
badly with American women voters. 
The visit was pos^ned. 

The Soviet invasion in December 
1979 turned Afghanistan into a cold 
, war cockpit and the Russians cannot 
escape the blame for initiating the 
slide to disaster. But in the judg- 
ment of history the US may be seen 
as equally guilty, if not more so. 
Moscow^s interference in an unsta- 
ble neighbour's affairs at least had a 
kind of strategic rationale. The US's 
launching of the biggest covert op- 
eration in the CIA's history was en- 
tirely cynical, fighting to the last 
Afghan in order to bleed the Soviet 
Union as heavily as it could. Yet 
when victory was achieved, the US 
gave almost no aid to rebuild the 
war-torn country. 

The new US position takes cyni- 
cism a stage further. With the So- 



viet Union gone, today's ideological 
! enemy is Iran. The Taliban are 
; Sunni. Their virulent fundamental- 
j ism is directed against the Shias of 
[ Iran, who, in their attitudes to 
women, present a model as sinfully 
progressive as that which the Tali- 
ban found in Kabul 

VThen King AmanuHah was 
forced to abdicate in January 1929 
his sin was to do what the Taliban 
are doing today, except in reverse. 
He opened giris' schools, and for- 
bade government officials from 
practising polygamy. Influenced by 
a grand lour in Europe, he and his 
wife sv^itched to Western dress, and 
forced the people of Kabul to do 
likewise. It was too much too soon. 
The mullahs declared the king an 



infidel, and fundamentalists trom 
the countryside descended tri- 
umphantly on Kabul to chase hpm 
away. Afg^ianistan's first attempt at 
modernisation had come to an 
abrupt end. 

Today we are seeing what ap- 
pears to be the death of the second 
attempt It has been a slower and in- 
finitely more bloody affair Take 
away the anti-communist rhetoric, 
and you find the programme of the 
Moscow-backed People's Democra- 
tic Party of Afghanistan which took 
power in a coup in April 1978 was 
primarily aimed at bringing a feudal, 
mullah-ridden country into the 
modem world. 

The PDPA was building on re- 
forms started by the post-war King 
Zahir Shah and his cousin, Moham- 
mad Daoud. While they moved grad- 
ually, the authoritarian radicals of 
the PDPA were systematic. They in- 
creased the pace, creating a secular 
and republican state, oudawing op- 
position, forcing villagers to send 
their daughters to school, and trying 
to undermine the role of the mul- 
lahs, who in A^hanistan are land- 
lords as well as religious leaders. 

rHE MOJAHEDIN revolt was 
the predictable result The 
Soviet intervention to prop 
up the regime turned rebellion into 
national resistance. The difference 
from the 1920s was that by 1979 
three decades of gradual moderni- 
sation had created an urban profes- 
sional community which saw the 
traditionalists of the countryside as 
their enemy. 

The new rulers forced women to 
wear the veil over the hair and 
shoulders, but allowed the face to 
be seen. They talked of separating 
women and men at work, not stop- 
ping women working altogether. 
But the restrictions soon eased, and 
the fears evaporated. 

It was only this summer, when 
the fundamentalist Hekmatyar be- 
came prime minister, that the 
regime tightened. He took women 
announcers off television and or- 
dered cinemas to close. Music and 
films were banned from television. 

So the Taliban's grim clampdown 
is not a difference of kind. It is sim- 
ply the logical end-point of a trend 
back into the past which the PDPA 
radicals first provoked, and then 
abetted, as they backed off their 
own reforms in an attempt to under- 
mine the mojahedin's support 

For watchers from abroad it is an 
amazing reversal of modernity. 
Everywhere else in the "global ^dl^ 
lage" the forces of globalisation 
backed by the electronic media are | 
cashing into local cultures, bring- 
ing the values of the dty, or rather 
of tfie northern hemi^here metro- 
polis, into the remotest rural areas. 
In Afehanistan, uniquely, the nar- 
rowness of the countryside is deter- 
mined to squeeze the town. 

But for the people of Kabul it is 
nothing less than a disaster. 




Taleban code 




Michael Dynes reports 
from Mazar-i-Sharif that 
women there are refusing to 
submit to Taleban oppression 



CHANTING women demon- 
strated outside ^the blue 
mosque in centraP Mazar-i- 
Shanf yesterday in protest 
against the antiquated stric- 
tures imposed by the radical 
Taleban militia on women in 
Kabul. 

Participants threw off their 
traditional burkas to don lip- 
stick, rouge, nail varnish and 
high heels in an act of defiance 
against Taleban, which had 
been given the aj^roval of the 
religious and polMcal leaders 
in fiiis northern Afghan dty. 
Since capturing Kabul last 
month, Taleban has banned 
girls froni attending school 
and prohibited women from 
worlong in offices. Those who 
have refused to comply have 
been bullied, beaten and im- 
prisoned. 

Expressions of defiance 
against Taleban's Islamic code 

have been rare and ruthlessly 
suppressed. A woman doctor 
in Kabul was killed for ignor- 
ing the instruction not to work 
at one of the local hospitals. 

A wave of panic swept 
Mazar after the fall of Kabul 
for fear that Taleban would 
soon impose similar restric- 
tions there. That anxiety sub- 
sided, however, after General 
Abdul Rashid Dostum, tiie 
northern Uzbek warlord, said 
that he would never allow to 
lome to Ae dty. 

like Kabul, Mazar has tens 
of thousands of war widows 
who are the sole breadwinners 
in their families. Women have 
also flourished under General 
Dostum's liberal Islamic re- 
gime. They are hbrrifiol at the 
thought of being banned from 
the professions and other 
walks of life. 

Women in Mazar w ho wear 

the burka. which covers them 
from head to foot, with a 
cotton mesh over the eyes, do 



so for cultural not religious 
reasons. Tliey are free not to 
w^iftheysodioose. 

. J^ononstrators reacted with 
pMatton on hearing the news 
th at General .^g ng^^h 

Masood^.rXbc ,iiead of the 
fanner Gowomifeits defence 
IiHirs, had^]amic£ted a new 
offaisive a^&st fte Taleban 
militia's positians in northern 
Kabul y^'^ 

Jamila Taflayee, a middle- 
aged Kabul woman who left 
the capital a - week after 



Taleban took over, said: "Dur- 
ing the 17 years of war in 
Afghanistan, women have had 
to fend for themselves. 
Taleban views on women have 
no authority in the Koran. We 
do not like them and we do not 
want them here." 
In an emotional address to 

the demonstrators, Fasyan 
Khan, a female engineering 
graduate from BaIkh Univer- 
sity in Mazar, said: "Islam 
allows women to have a life. 
Women should not be kept 
illiterale. We wiU not accept 
this. Thousands of women in 
Mazar are widows. They need 

to be able to continue their 
lives." The demonstrators is- 
sued a dedaration calling on 
the international community 
to put pressure on Taleban to 
stop its oppression of women 
and enable them to "partid- 
pate in the reconstruction of 
war-ravaged Afghanistan". 
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Friends of the Taliban 

As fighting nears Kabul, two POWs tell Time that 
Pakistan sent soldiers to help the extreme Islamists 



By EDWARD BARNES PANJSHIRVALIJEY 

THE 26 MEN SIT IN GRJM ISOLATION, 
huddled in a darkened eel of a former 
Soviet-built prison deep in northern 
Afghanistan's Panjshir Valley. They 
are sequestered from nearly 600 other 
prisoners, but even if they were allowed 
to mingle, they would still stand apart 
The style of their <stoliies, the color of their 
skin, their very U©guage mark them as 
outsiders. They are not Afghans. They are 
Pakistanis, captured while fighting against 
the forces of the Afghan government 
that was driven from the 
capital five weeks ago 
by the group of Islanric 
fighters known as the 
Taliban. The presence of 
these foreign supporters 
of the Tahban, claim offi- 
cials at the prison, is 
hard proof that Pakistan, 
a U.S. artogated 
for itself a more exten- 
sive role in A^anistan's 
war than has ever been acknowledged. 

Even before the Tahban's victorious 
drive on Kabul, the ousted government 
had long insisted that the student-led band 
of Muslim warriors were actively backed 
by Pakistan's Inter-Services Intelligence 
Agency (isi) and by some members of the 
cotmbys powerful military. The motive: 
gaining some influence over a neighbor 
with whom it shares a long and exceedrng- 




IN JAIL: Pakistanis Zahid, left, and 
ZaI adoKM^i^Mf MrMs)^ 



ly porous border. Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto has denied any involvement, but in 
late September, Naseerullah Babar, Pak- 
istan's Interior Minister, flew to Afghan- 
istan to work out a settlement between the 
Taliban and the most powerful of the 
Afghan warlords. While that seemed to 
support suspicions, the stories told by sev- 
eral of the prisoners in the Panjshir, if true, 
would constitute the first direct evidence 
that Islamabad's involvement with the 
war-riven nation to the west extends to re- 
cruiting Pakistanis and paying them to 
fight alongside the Taliban. 

Khalid Mohammed 
Zai, 22, was a member of 
an Islamic paramilitary 
unit, based in Kulty 
Chawni in Pakistan's Pun- 
jab province. He says his 
unit was under fee con- 
trol of the isi, and his 
mission, as it was ex- 
plained to him and 1,000 
other Pakistani fighters 
he says entered A%han- 
istan during the past two months, was to 
"go as a fighter and rise to a high position 
of influence." He was transported across 
the border by Pakistani mihtaiy vehicles 
and, once in Kabul, received orders and 
money from the senior Pakistani officer in 
Kabul, a man named Naser. Zai was in the 
forefront of €ie Taliban troops who swept 
into Kabul on Sept. 27 and pushed the 
armies of Ahmad Shah Massoud, the for- 



mer government's army commander, infa . 
the hills surrounding the capital. Zai wai 
captured Oct. 13 near the Salang Pass, ihi 
high-water mark of the Taliban elFort tk 
drive Massoud's forces from the region!; 
The campaign turned disastrous when 
Massoud retreated untfl the Taliban had 
stretched their hnes dangerously thin.. 
Then the Lion of Panjshir turned and 
abruptly struck at their flanks, a tactic he . 
had xis^ many times against the Soviets. 

The momentum of this counterattack 
carried Massoud's forces through the vil- 
lage of Charikar, where Mohammed Zahid 
Pashtun, 26, another Pakistani fighter, was 
stationed. A devout MusUm and former en- 
gineering student, Zahid says he signed up 
for combat duty with a Pakistani inteffi- 
gence officer and was given 40 days- of 
training. He eventually reached Charikar, 
where Afghan civflians, who initially wel- 
comed the Tahban, revolted after just 11 
days of repressive rule, outraged by a dra- 
conian regime that bars women firom . 
working outside the home. Also outlawed 
are movies, music and chess. Captured, ie 
now says he regrets his role. "I heard arid" 
saw how the Taliban treated people K I 
get home again, I will tell people that the 
Tahban are not true Islam." 

While Massoud is eager to drive tiiem 
out, the Taliban have sworn they will not ; 
leave Kabul. Massoud, an ethnic Tajik, is t 
aided by the TaUban s plummeting pqpu-: 
laiity, but the key to his offensive is li^ leo- 
uous alhance with Abdul Rashid Dostuni, a.; 
powerful Uzbek warlord, who is wdth 
soud's forces battling the Taliban uear'Ks.-: 
bal. Hie tribal nature of the conflict has al- 
ways complicated the fighting. Last week 
the Tahban, mostly ethnic Pashtun, were 
going house to house in Kabul in search of 
Tajiks and Uzbeks. Pakistan's meddling 
can only worsen the hostihties, and the 
hnes of refugees will stretch deep into the 
vdnter. —Witii reporting by Meef»fcsftf Ganguly/ 
New Delhi and Lewis M. Simons/WasMaglott 
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By SubAiiSAN IaGhavan 

A BEARDED "SOLDIER OF GOD," 
clutching a rocket-propelled 
grenade in one hand and a dusty 
Koran m the other, patrols a sun- 
swept courtyard. He is the secu- 
rity detail for a meeting of the De- 
partment fer the Enforcement of the Bight 
Islamic Way and Prevention of Social Evils 
in Kandahar, at the heart of Afghanistan's 
holy war. Sipping green tea, the 10 darlc-liir- 
baned muBahs who administer the Islamic 
laws in more than half of the coimtiy talk 
over one of their latest decrees: a ban on kite 
flyii^ like other forbidd^ puarsuite— card 
games, television, music, movies— kites 
must go, says Mullah Mohammad Wali, the 
head of the department "Bf tMdrfen play 
with these useless things," he explains, 
"they will not have time to study ." 

Nor will children have time to master the 
use of the bombs, missiles and buUets that 
continue to £01 Afghanistan's Idteless skies. 
The mvillahs of Kandahar rule the turf of 



the Taliban ("religious stttdenf^, the yoimg 
soldiers fighting to transform Afghanistan 
into the world's purest Islamic regime. 
Within two years, the warriors of the Tah- 
ban have risen firom nowhere to control 17 
of Afghanistan's 32 provinces, including 
major cities firom western Herat to eastern 
JaMabad, captured earher this montL 
Afghan government forces rained bombs 
on Jalalabad last week, but Taliban guerril- 
las shrugged off the assatdt and were push- 
ing toward the national capital with the 
confidence of the righteous. "Within three 
or four months, we'll take Kabul," Taliban 
commander Mullah Binjan recently told 
Newsweek. 

If they do, many Afghans fear, their coun- 
try may move even deepear into Islamic fun- 
damentalism. The Taliban have sent the 
lands they already control into an eerie, me- 
dieval time warp. Arecenttrip through Cha- 
rasyab, Herat andKandaharrevealedakind 
of firontier justice in which a murderer is 
hanged from a crane after signing a certifi- 



cate "allowing his execution by slow stran- 
gulation. The hands and feet of convicted 
thieves are publicly amputated with meat 
cleavers— "like a doctor helping someone to 
recover firom cancer by cutting ofi^his hand," 
explains Mullah Mohammad Massoum 
Afghani, the Tahban health minister. Minor 
offenders are paraded fln-ough streets on 
donkey carts wearing onion "necklaces," 
their feces blackened with grease. 

Not that life is easy for the innocent In 
die world of the Taliban, women have been 
expelled firom schools and are forbidden 
to drive cars. Ancient Afghan cultural 
monuments and art have been systematical- 
ly wiped out along with modem "influ- 
ences" like television. Even the strict brand 
of Islam in Iran seems moderate compared 
with the dictates of Afghanistan's latest 
army of God- 
Many fighters in the 10,000-stirong Tah- 
ban army began their war as mujahedin— 
the fireedom fighters who drove out the 
Russians in 1989, after a decade of Soviet 
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(hi the Turf of the Taliban 

The fierce Islamic guerrillas have routed government 
forces across Afghanistan. They now control 17 of the 
nation's 32 provinces: 



occupation,' dtoi - ousted the Moscow-- 
backed communist government in 1992. 
Mujahedin fectioi^ have been fightiM each 
c^ear et%f iSrK», a devastatiog croi war 
that has taken an- estimated 35,000, lives.: 
Afghanistan disintegrated into a patchwork 
of ethnic fiefdoms and foreign aid shrank—; 
conditions that allowed a saperfbadamen-^ 
tahst force to birrst onto the scene. - . " . 

Formed by Islamic scholars and students 
in Kandahar, a bastion of religions cooser- 
vatism, the Tahban took shape in mid-1994. ■ 
They attracted recruits into what amomtted 
to a strong, moralistic femily-^the kind'C^ 
institution so lacking in -war-ravE^edj^^; 
gbaniigfan. Backed by Pakistan anct;jSaDKii 
Arabia, the new force overran Karwahar; 
its earrefit eap^ in Septeinber 199^ and 
has been virtually unstoppable evCT since. 
For the past UTnonths,- tiie Tahbsm iBtve 
besieged Kdbol from llie south, showermg 
tiie war-devastated city each week ^w^Sh 
scores of rockets. - , ;>i= i 

" As they conquered, the holy warriorsde- 




stroyed poppy fields and confiscated large 
quantities of opium, promising to end the il- 
• legal drug trade that has helped finance 
some of AJ^iahistan's inajor " Actions' for 
A;^enerations. This promiseT.didn^ 1^ 
^^x). The Taliban.Tqe{±Bdl3ribes^ pledged 
to stop inf^ting by feuding warlords arid 
created instant law and order through strict 
IsbBucjiisti(^^A 

a -vicior^ war zone, became the image of 
pladdily. "Nowyofu (sm walkaroundhere 

^fre(d[y,'^;Say^ 

ed atariiTsIamic college in RarachL 'before ■ 
the Talibm arrived, you couldn't" - - - 
- But at what pricie? People who celebrate 



the peace that the Taliban occu- 
pation brings soon find them- 
selves constrained by religious 
decrees. Once a cultural mecca, 
Herat, a city of 200,000 people, 
has transmogrified into a dark, 
spiritless place. Heavily armed 
Taliban soldiers, dressed in 
black, cruise the streets in new 
Japanese pickup trucks and 
force people into mosques for 
prayers. Men have been or- 
dered to grow five-inch beards 
or fece imprisonment. Music 
and dancing are banned; gun- 
toting fighters have broken up 
wedding festivities. Radio sta- 
tions that once blasted Hindi 
and AiaHc pop tunes today 
play holy songs peppered with 
Koranic passages. 

'Donkey boys': In the hsme, 
chess is forbidden as a form of 
gambling. The Koran also for- 
bids seeing moving pictures, according to 
the mullahs. Upon arrival in Herat, the 
"donkey boys," as people call the rural 
gueriilias of the TaHban, went door to door 
andj)ulled down satellite dishes and aeri- 
als.". They shuttered movie theaters, pub- 
lEdy destroyed stereos and televisions— 
^thm" ^?hanged" of l!ie " snia^ed 

machines outside the central post office. 
Those caught watching films were beaten 
or dragged through the central bazaar teth- 
ered to *a rope, with heads shaved, feces 
blackened and videotapes draped around 
their necks. Herat recently brizzed with 
news of armed Taffi>an fighters bursting in- 
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Cultural attadc The Graveyard of the UriknowriMartyrs, which the mullahs decreed as un-Islamic 



to a tailor's home and confiscating liis pat- 
tern books: the books included diagrams of 
miniskirts. .. .. 

Nothing -displeases the mullahs >inore 
tVian the idea of women's rights. Girls' pri- 
roaiy schools in Taliban territory have been 
closed down, worsening die record of a nar 
tion in which a scant 4 percent of all girls 
receive any education at all. Hundreds of 
young women, many in their final year of 
studies, learned of their expulsion firom 
high school or university through a Taliban 
radio broadcast Some families have sent 
^Is to one of tibe iHegal "jUpdergDdiind 
schools" taught in private homes, or.acrpss: 
the border to Iranian schools. 

Women are forbiddrai to 
work outside their homes in 
most cases. "A woman's work is 
to take care of the child," says 
Maukvi Yar Muhammad, He- 
rat's Taliban governor. One 
woman forced to abandon her 
studies .set: herself on fire and 
burned to death. Others have 
had nervous breakdowns. "I'm . 
sitting at home now because I 
can't work as an engineer," says 
a 33-year-old woman. "It's as if 
I've died. I don't have a futureJ 
I could kin as well as any man if 
I had a gun or the opportunity. I 
could Hll the Taliban with my 
bare hands." : . : - . _ 

The Taliban may suffer un- 
der the weight of the mullahs' 
own decrees.: More than half 
the teachers in Herat are 
-wtmxen. By forbidding them to 



work, the boys-only schools now face a 
shortage of teachers. The restrictions also 
are depriving Taliban-controlled areas of 

. crucial foreign assistance. Earher this 
year, the United Nations Children's Fund 
suspended its education programs for as 
long as girls are kept out of schools. An- 
other group. Save the Children UK, aban- 
doned its program to build primary 
schools in Herat after dty officials refused 
to meet with the agency's female head. 

The Taliban have relaxed their rules 
shghtly in some cases.' Nursing schools for 
women, closed at first, have been re- 

- <5)ened, But fe^ treat only 



Doctor shortogezii minevictirn recovering in a KabuU wsjntal ^ 



other women. And women still 
can't become doctors, even 
though male doctors are forbid- 
den to treift female pattents. 
This creates problems in pro- 
viding obstetrical care at a time 
when one m ei^t A^han ba- 
bies dies at birth, among the 
worst infant-mortahty rates in 
the world. Even some Taliban 
warriors worry about the im- 
pending short^e of doctors in a 
country where hfe expectancy 
is a loere 48 y^rs. "I a^ee^ 
women should go to school be- 
cause we need doctors," says 
Seth Ahmadullah, a Taliban 
fighter who says he is 34 years 
old. "Otherwise, if my wife gets 
sick, where will she go?" 

CMsiy episode: In the cradle of 
Herat's brown hills, down a 
narrow pathway flanked by vio- 
lets and empty tank shells, ei^t 
concrete tombs testify to a gris- 
ly episode of history. It was 
here that Afghan communists 
massacred some 25,000 people 
after an anti-communist uprising in Sep- 
tember 1979. For Herat's residents, the 
Graveyaid of the Uitoown Martyrs is a 
vivid symbol of their resistance to foreign 
invaders firom Genghis Khanto the Soviets. 
Sheets of glass were placed over the mass 
graves, permitting pilgrims to view the bul- 
let-shattered skulls, decaying clothes and 
broken baby toys. No longer. After the mul- 
lahs ruled that opCTi tombs were un-lslam- 
ic, Taliban fighters broke the glass covers 
andpoured cement into the graves. 

To many people in Herat, lhat was one 
more attack on their identity. For cen- 
turies, outsiders have tried to stamp the 
V ■ / dty with their own cultural im- 
print. The Taliban are ethnical- 
ly Pashtun and speak Pashto, a 
southern language widely used 
in parts of Pakistan. The ma- 
jority in Herat is Tajik and 
speaks Dari, a dialect of the 
Persian spoken in Iran, ^iich 
is backing the KshaL govran- 
menL The TaUban are archcon- 
servatives. But many people in 
Herat consider themselves to 
be -open-minded and liberal. 
The locals resented it when the 
Taliban tofe down a fountain 
sculpture of four ornate horses 
(considered "idols" by the new 
re^me). Herat's centuries-old 
art dE miniature painting has 
also come imder attack; artists 
were ordered to stop "giving 
pictures life." One of 
Afghanistan's premier artists, 
Mohammad Said Mashal, 82, 
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was devastated when the young zealots 
whitewashed over his unfinished mural 
depicting 500 years of Herat's history. 
"The Taliban want to destroy everything 
and make it like Pashtun culture," sa3rs one 
disgruntled artist "They don't know any- 
thing about art or progress. We artists feel 
like we are in a prison." 

The Taliban's popularity is beginning to 
decline even in Kandahar. The young 
zeakMs have issued plenty of niles, but 
have feiled to dehver clinics, day-care cen- 
ters or any economic gains. If anything, life 
has gotten worse for the average Kandahar 
resident Mohammad (a pseudoaoym), 25, 



Kke most of ins nei^ibors, welcomes the 
security brought by the Taliban. But he 
had to give up his dream of becoming a 
doctor when the local university shut 
down for lack of funds. With inflation 
soaring, he now pays 60 percent more for a 
bag of flour than he did two months ago. 
Tife is getting expensive," says Mohamr 
mad. That's why people here are getting 
fed up with the Taliban." 

As the warriors of God plow throu^ 
the coimtryside, ordinary Afghans increas- 
ingly regard them as just another power- 
kmgry &ctipn that does its killing, like the 
others, under the veil of Islam- 



even profits, in the tradition of A^ban 
gangs, from the opium trade. But that has 
not slowed the juggernaut or dampened 
the zeal of its fighters. "I am Allah's sol- 
dier," sajrs AminuUah, 26, his head swad- 
dled in a turban as blade as his eye 
koR.Tve come for Islam. I ^t for Islm 
and I win die for Islam." Picking his way 
among Chinese-made BMl^ missiles and 
Russian Kalashnikov rifles, AminuDah 
takes a machine gun and blasts a few 
roimds toward the urban ruins in the near 
distance. The bullets ML somewhere be- 
tween the government firont line and die 
jfWl-podc*^ streets of Kabul 



The Opium 
Enough for Ev 





In the Taliban's fields, the poppies grow 



WHAT A DIFFERENCX 
a year makes. In 
April 1994 Dost Mo- 
hammad grew two^;: 
kilos of <^ium poppies mhis^:^'^ 
plotoot^deKawhifefag^ As^^^, ; 
us;ial, he says, he gave 80 per- 
cent of the yield to his land- 
lord, 10 percent to the local 
mullah, and the rest he sold 
for the equivalent of $125. In 
1995 Mohammad was too 
M^tesied to gpowpo^pgies: - ' 
the Taliban were razing opi- 
um fields and punishing traf- 
fickers as they swept through 
Afghanistan. But this year his 
field was pink c^ain. How did 
Mohammad get back into 
business? Instead of paying 
off the muUah, he says, he is 
giving a cut to the Taliban- ; 
*l*ofw nobody win dare steal 
from me," he says. 'TTie Tal- 
iban needs money, too." . . 
: . Even holy wars are expen- 
sive. Ihe Tahban fighters say 
they are trying as hard as ever 
to stamp out opium produc-;- 
Hm. &it U.S. satellite sunwys 
show that the illicit harvest is 
soarir^ in Taliban-controlled:, 
areas, which indude'TS pa:-, : . 
cent of Afghanistan's poppy : 
fields. That helped Ixost the 
coimtry's April crop to an esfr 
mated 3^000 m^rtetons,.;;^ r . 



Drug money: Poppies are finandng Afghanistan's cml war 



from 2,400 metric tons last 
year. Western specialists who 
once thou^t that the Taliban 
would put a real dent in Af- 
ghanistan's opimnejcports — 
.a sappiy exceeded'only by 
Burma's — now see iis new _ 
group of fundamentalists fi- 
nancing their war just like 
cGiii{>eting&ctions: with drug 
money. "Opium is being used 
to buy weapons for yrar," says 
St^mo Pokccp, iassistant • 
director of the United Na- 
tions Drug Control Program 
(UMJCT) for Afghanistan, 
fitfs not just one parficu-: ... 



lar group. It's everybody." 

Once the raw opium leaves 
Mohammad's fields, it flows 
to the West through Afghahi- 
stan's porous borders. Don- 
key and camel trains loaded 
with opiimi trndgeinto Tajflc- 

istan; convoys of tnicfe wi^ 

&lse fiiel-tank compliments 
drive into Iran or Tmkmeni-_ 
Stan; motorcyle riders with - 
opium-filled backpacks-cruise 
through the Khyber Pass mto 
Pakistan. Most of the opium is 
processed into heroin along 
the A^han border or in , 



it's moved by Nigerians and 
other smugglers through the 
former Soviet Union to Eu- 
rope and the United States. 
The UNDCP estimates £hat 
240 tons of heroin with a 
street value of $75 billicHi 
landed in the West last year 
from Afghanistan. 

Stopping the flow is hardCT 
than ever. Intematiohal agen- 
cies have shied away from 
sinking anti-drugmoney into 
iiie cfasujs of A^hsonstan. Hie 
-United States, for instance, 
contributed $715,000 for Af- 
ghan drug-control programs 
Vlkstfrscal year, cotnparecl with 
$35 million for Colombia. 

Dost Mohammad isn't go- 
ing to stcq) growing opium on 
his own. He pulls in four 
times what he would earn 
mowing wheat. Mohazosiad 
liderives aperversepleasure 
^ from his trade: like many 
; Afghans, he partly blam^ 
Washington's past support for 
the anti- Soviet guerrillas in 
Afghanistan for the country's 
relentless inisay. *Am^eicaBS 
sent a lot of weapons to our 
country. This is killing our 
people," he says. "So if they 
stop this war, then we'll stop 
killing Americans with our 
ways." That mi^ be a fetu- 
ous excuse for pushing drugs, 
but Mohammad's warning to 
nations victimized hy the 
deadly tradig isgemiiie. Ho 
matter which fectipn is on top 
at the moment, Afghanistan 
will remain a principal slith- 
er of the heroin hitting West- 
em streets for at least as long 
as its civil war grinds on. 

Sddabsan Rachavan 
in Kandahar 
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Kabul Residents Find a Bright Side 

Taleban May Be Harsh, hut at Least There's Return to Order 



By Kenneth J. Cooper 

Washingloii Post Senie* 

KABUL -- As the people of Kabul 
assess the good and bod aspects of Ka- 
bul's takeover by the Taleban militia, 
nuny say that their new mlers have at 
least restored order to a city ravaged by 
10 years of war against Soviet occupatioa 
and six more years of factional fighting. 

•They are vay good people, because 
they use S/wna/'Grhalam Sakhi, ashop- 
keeper. said about the Taleban, speaking 
of Islamic law. And, he noted, '*all the 
prices arc getting lower day by day." 

Since its military forces seized con- 
tt-ol of Kabul a week ago, the Taleban 
has imposed what its members describe 
as strict Islamic rule — and shown a 
willingness to enforce it with a strong 
hand. The ^roup took its most dramatic 
action on its nrst day in dw cqntal, 
seizing Afghanistan's former Commu> 
nist dictator. Major General Najibullah, 
shooting him to death, and then hanging 
him and his brother from a police 
traffic-control platform. 

On Sunday, two women were walk- 
ing along a busy shopping street here, all 
but their eyes covered in traditional Is- 
lamic clothing, when a utility vehicle 
suddenly stopped and a Taleban mi- 
litiaman jumped out. He besan beating 
the women on the legs and head with a 
car radio antenna. 

••Why? Why, my brother?" one of 
Ac women screamed. She was crying 
and carrying a baby in her arms. 

The next day, militiamen caught two 
men stealing candy. They blackened the 
culprits* faces with smoke, stuck 
Afghan currency in their ears and noses 
and paraded them around the city in the 
back of a pickup truck. 

On other occasions, armed Taleban 
members punished men who were not 
wearing turbans or Islamic caps by s\ap- 
ping diem or beating them with assault 
rifles. 

On the other hand, rocket attacks no 
longer force people to cower in their 
homes. R)od prices have gone down. 
The weak Af^ian currency has grown 
stronger, at least temporarily. Stealing 
has declined, largely because of Tale- 
ban's vow to cut oif thieves' hands. 
Lights arc back on — some of the time 
— after two years without electricity. 

Taleban — which was formed by 
Islamic students two years ago and 
draws its combat units largely from 
among veterans of the 1 979-89 guerrilla 
war against the Soviet Union — con- 
trols about three-fourths of the coun- 
try. 

Outside the capital, people mter- 
viewed along the road Taleban took 
from the southeast in its rapid, largely 



uncontested march to Kabul also ex- 
pressed sadsfaction. 

••people are very happy. There is no 
looting, no dicft»" said Nasir, a driver 
who lives in Jalalabad, a provincial cap- 
ital at die entrance to die Khyber Pass 
whose capture by Taleban diree weeks 
ago begBoi its much to the capital 

The muted oiddsm of TaSeban may 
not, however, indicate widespread ap- 
proval. A largel^rural country bound by 
conservative tnbal traditions, Afghan 
society is not known for the free and 
open exchange of opinimis — and Tale- 
ban*8 harsh punishments have given its 
critics ample reason to keep quiet In 
particular, outsiders have little oppor- 
tunity to speak widi the Afghans most 
affected by the stricter Islamic rule — 
women. A .riOe-toting Afghan forcer 
fully warned two Western reporters as 
soon as they .czossed die border from 
Pakistan not to talk to women on the 
iroadside,' ' ' " c ■- <" 

Women" have -been ocdered to sny , 
home from wwk and, if they venture oat, - 
to cover their bodies from head to toe in 
traditional gaiiuaus. Giris have not been 
allowed to adend adKX^ in areas of the 
country diatwere^Ureachr uodexjMkbm , 
contrc^befoiedie ofKabuL >r 

Hospitals in. die Afjdian capital ait V 
criticaUy shoctstaffed after female med- 
ical staff stopped work. ' 

The new amninistratioci hasdoced lU 
of Kabul's schools, including die uni- 
versity. Some diildren have instead 
spent a few hours each day at mosques 
studying the Koran, Islam s holy book. 



Ghulam Farooq, a Kabul shopkeeper 
who sells rice and lentils, estimated diat 
since die Taleban takeover only 5 per- 
cent of his customers have been women; 
normally, he said, about half would 
have been women. 

At a news conference Tuesday* mem- 
bers of die Taleban leadership sadd die 
restrictions on women and gmi would 
remain in force only until ittles can be 
devised diat wouki pennir.nfaeir em- 
rrfoyment and educatHn if> a manner 
consistent widi Islamic beliefs. One 
mokeman said diat coqld "take some 
tune," however. ^ 

■ Taleban DemetRoon^ 

The Taleban rulers, renooding to 
accusations of btnnan rignts abuses, 
denied Thursj^y diat they bad be en 
itMUiding lip lueinbers of die overthrown 
«>vemment of Pmident Buxfaanuddin 
Rabbani, Reuters reported from Kabul. 

^'There hisve been no arrests for polit- 
ical crimes," acting Information and 
Cultme N&iister Amir Khan Mutaqi 
told die ofBdal Bakhtaf'KeWs Agency. 
•'We are only intenosating diose in- 
volved in looting in Taikebairs name." 
r ' He said fewer dian 70 people had been 
detained. "Heae people wffl be put oo 
trial on die basis ot Islamic Shvia law," 
die agency quoted him at saying. 

The LoiKioo-based htunan rights . 
^^oup Anmeity InietnatioDal accused 
Taleoan on Wednesday of seizing up to 
' tfiOO prisoners hi house-to-house 
searches in the ca^ntal in what it called a 
reign of terror. 



^ mr. iJd-s.i'^iip 

Taleban Slaps Restrictions on rress 



Cnrttpilrd try Ow SufFfom Diipatcka 

KABUL — The Afghan capital 's 
Taleban rulers on Wednesday 
banned the photographing of people 
in the city and unveiled a range of 
restrictions on the press corps here. 

The Islamic warriors' latest de- 
cree came after earlier this week 
men were given six weeks to grow 
beards or face severe punishment 
and after mullahs and district chiefs 
were ordered Wednesday to turn 
over to the Taleban audiorities 
people who skip their five-times- 
daily prayers. 

"According to our religion, it is 
forbidden to take pictures of any 
human beings," said the acting min- 
ister for education and culture. Amir 
Khan Mutaqi. 

"But the press can take pictures 
of ruined buildings and parts of the 
city, although you cannot photo- 
graph any military installations or 
key mini.sterial buildings," he said. 



Mr. Mutaqi said die restrictions, 
announced six days after die vic- 
torious militia seized Kabul, applied 
to all members of die press working 
in die Afghan ci^ital and covered 
bodi movmg and still pictures. 

The Taleban leadership has 
already slapped a strict ban on die 
taking of pictures of people in the 
part of the country it has controlled 
since October. 

The Taleban fiffhters, who have 
adopted a particmarly^ strict inter- 
pretation of Islamic law, say pic- 
tures of human beings constitute im- 
ages that could be used for idol 
worshipping. 

In addition, journalists are 
banned from reporting "sensitive" 
incidents diat could be "blown out 
of proportion* ' and used to discredit 
the Taleban government, Mr. 
Mutaqi said. 

"If a leader has a disagreement 
widi anodier Taleban and even if he 



loses his temper, it does not mean 
there are differences within the 
Taleban, it's just a htde problem," 
he said. 

Meanwhile, die Taleban militia 
and the forces of the former gov- 
ernment's military chief, Ahmed 
Shah Masoud, were ready for batUe 
on Wednesday, with die militia 
poised at the door of Mr. Masoud 's 
valley stronghold. 

However, the militia appeared to 
be backing away from a standoff 
with the powerful warlord General 
Abdul Rashid Dustam. apparendy 
moving to head off a potential al- 
liance between the northern leader 
and Mr. Masoud. 

Mr. Masoud declared a state of 
emergency in the Panjsher Valley 
and ordered an evacuation in an- 
ticipation of an attack. The Taleban 
has botded up the valley after 
sweeping north from Kabul over the 
past few days. (AFP. Reuters) 



'US supporting the rise of Taliban' 



By JohrhTfitir Dahlburg 

Lets Ar.'Oeles T.^nes 

EABUL: In tliis paradise of conspiracy theory, a clhsci- 
iry that has been the piajthing of great pM>wers for 
more than a century, a new rumor is makjrg Ihe 
rounds: that- Che United States is behind the stunnsng 
riseoftheTaiibaji. 

FYom the halls of the Foresgn fttnistry to offtces of 
intematjonaily funded charities, among UN officials 
and the cttentele of Kabufs fc^amrs, many are per- 
siEaded the Clinton adirunistration as covertly support- 
ing the'I^dibanr t>e victC'rioiis biamic militia 

The reasojis people give are many, even if hard 
proof, so far. is lacking. TTie United States, they say.- is 
especially driven by the ^iesire to checkmate Iran, 
Afghanistan's neighbour to ihe west and a counlrj^ 
Washington considers one of the world s l^ac&ig ex- 
porters of terrxjrism. 

In Washington, though, US offidals denied they 
welcome the iSliban regime as a stabiHsing force afb?j 
years of destructiv'e and Wd^iy tribal anci factional 
fitting. 

*We Ve seen the TaDban just lilce we've seen all the 
other factions to give them the same message — to r-e- 
gotiate a broad-baaed govemiient 'ivhere ^e^'one par- 
ticipates to prevent disintegraUon of the counti^; to 
control the dritg tracte, to close the terrorist cainps and 
to get on TFjthJteconsSrucdon," said a ranking official 

"We're npt choosing," the official added 'These 
people walked into KabS ard they are no more or less 
legitimate than those sitting tJ^ere last week.'' 

A Tal5ba£i ofiiciaJ, Shirmohanimed S&nefczai, gave 
public assurances this week that under the fcsSamic mili- 
tia's rule, this covntry liiH no loiiger ser^'e as a Craining 
ground or haven for forejgjf^ cctremiscs. 

"As the Islamic moveineni of Taliban, we don't warit 



to hicerfere n others' affairs,' Stanekzai said. * We 
don't ^vant co send p€«5ple to create problems in ij^lier 
countries." If foreign terrorists fall into tjie Taliban's 
hands, he saiii, "We wiJJ punish them hard/ 

Such worjs, uttered at a ne^^'s conference for the 
foreign media that has flocked Lo Kabul, will be s^^'eet 
music for ofifjctais in Washington, as combating terror- 
ism and ti>e global Crade in narcotics are leading items 
on the US foteign policy agenda. 

The present conspiracy theories are imderstand- 
able, even piausible, gr/en the .great mystery tjiat. stiD 
shrouds the lysban's rise and rapid ad^^ance. 

How did a ragtag force titat. esuerged in late I 9&4 
among MiKln; religjons students m t;Se southern re- 
gion of Kandahar and adjacent areas of Pakistan grc-w 
so quickly tint t?fo years later, it has becosae master of 
three-quarters of x\fghanistan? ^Vno paid for its 
weaponry, ammunition ajid ^.-ehicles? 

Wiio orgaoiised its training and logistics? Is intelli- 
gence or naltari.' assistance recer* ed from oistside one 
of the reasorjs the Taliban has erijqyed astonishing, asid 
reiaiivel}' bloodless, successes o^-er experienced mou- 
jahedeen commanders who for nearij' a decade fought 
occupying Soviet troops? 

' Generous support for the Taliban from Pakistan, 
which wants to pzdfy it^ ^'ar-wracked neighbor for its 
own strate^c and econo^iic motives, has b«jen welS- 
documcntec. 

But is Pakistan's poS^'erf'ul ally, thti United States, 
also in\'oh'ed in sojne way? Many in Kabul believe so, 
' Chough agaiij, their proof zs circumstantial. 

"l have ieeard this for the \asl ^^ean" a ranking LH^ 
official in Kabul said. *I have no. reason to belie%'e the 
United States is not im'oh'ed in aihie way, through Pak- 
istan. 

Althou.^ it could seem fantastic that the United 
Stales wouW .support a band of a^wed fundamentaS- 



ts who ha^-e closed schools for girls, marred femaie 
otTice staff in Kab'd from working and fbgged women 
who ventiire ;nto the street without beiig complete^ . 
covered, many /^ighans b«3ieve it is so, 

*There are two different things — jmerscan state 
interests and human rights,'' the loca3 diector of a for- 
eigi^-funded charitj' said. 

Tlie United States has mo^/ed swift}5'B> establish of- 
ficial contact with the new masters of tfe Afghan capi- 
tal. 

Hie very day Kabul fell, a senior Ckiton adminis-. 
txation ofjiciaJ said an enwy would pr"babiy be sent 
here ki the near fttture to conswk-^vith officials of the 
new goverrjnent fopmed hy the Tsdifcts, 

John Kokman, the US deputj' chief c missitm in Is- 
lamabad, Pakistan, had been expected to fly in on 
Tliursday mommg a* the head of a siaanember dele:' 
gatton, i^ighan government officials saic That trip was . 
pastp*:)ned but could happen as earty a- next ^veek. 

A high-rankbig Af^ian Foreign Miniixy oG5dai said 
three items are on the agenda for the UI-Taliban talks: 
drug5s terrorism and human rights. • 

US officials say ihey hope to oo wine the Tblihan to 
establish a broad-based alliance with Afghan lac-- 
tions as well as temper iss decrees on bman limits. 
• The United States hasn't had an .mbassador in. 
Kabul since 1979, when j^dolph Dufci was slain. Inr' 
1989, the year of the ptiDout of Sovief forces, the US" 
Embassy ^was closed down, andsuccesiTe US gos-ern-' 
ments have considered Kabul loo dang rous a place te- 
pest diptoinats on a permanent basis, . ! 

To thoise numercws Afghans who s-e an Amerkar. 
hand in the Taliban's triumph, the rteve speed with 
which the United States is new seeianfto establish of- 
ficial contact with them is offered as .nther proof of 
coSlusion.^ — By special arrongemest wUh Los An- 
geles TiTnes GJid The Wasitxngtori fH 



Si*'- . ) 



Militia Foes 
Of Taleban 
Sign 3- Way 
Alliance 

Battlefield Setbacks 
Put KabuVs Rulers 
Under New Pressure 



By John F. Bums 

New York Tuna Service ■ 

KHIN J AN, Afghanistan — At an old 
Soviet guest house in the lee of the 
Hindu Kush, the last two military com- 
manders holding out against the new 
Muslim fundamentalist government in 
Afghanistan forged a formal military 
alliance Thursday and vowed to estab- 
lish a nonfundamentalist government in 
the nine northem provinces under their 
control. 

Meeting for the furst time in three 
years, Abdul Rashid Dustam and 
Ahmed Shah Masoud, militaty com- 
mander in the government that col- 
lapsed when the forces of the Taleban 
fundamentalists c^tured Kabul two 
weeks ago, signed a document creating 
the new alliance. The two commanders 
were joined by Abdul Kariro KhalilU, a 
leader of the Shiite Muslim minority in 
Afghanistan, whose . foTpctS^Qntrpl a 
10th province. ' 

The government proclaimed by Tale- 
ban in Kabul, the capital, controls all the 
other 19 provinces, with the exception 
of a part of Parwan Province north of 
Kabul that is held by the forces of Mr. 
Masoud. «i . . 



But events Thursday in the area im- 
mediately north of Kabul, where Tale- 
ban forces came under attack for the 
second time in three days, with dozens 
of Taleban casualties, underscored the 
uncertainties surrounding TaJeban's 
ability to consolidate their power in 
Kabul. 

The alliance proclaimed at the meet- 
ing at Khinjan, a market town ISO kilo- 
meters norUi of Kabul on tl^ northem 
side of the Hindu Kush, opened a new 
and potentially crucial chapter iii tfte 1 8 

'.years of Avar in Afghanistan:. 
' The new alt^h^eht appeared to mean 
that Taleban. mstead of facing two en- 
emy forces that have been divided 
against each other, will now face a com- 
mon front, controlling an area of tens of 
thousands of square kilometers, and 
united by their hostility toward the harsh 

. form of Muslim fundamentalism im- 
posed by Taleban' in areas tinder their 

control. T V—- .- ^ - . 

The document signed here commit- 
ted the three leaders to estabU^ing, 
without any stated deadline^ :!*a, per" 
manent government** for Afghanistan 
that apparently will be baseoTat least 
initially, at the north-central town of 
Mazar-i Sharif, the military stronghold 
of Mr. Dustam. - . 
The document also pledged the lead- 

..w .to.the foangOt^jge ^Jfed^ "te 

^*gaTre^y^ i)p l l ») ^ ^^ 

Afghanistan, and bound all tluee 
^ groups, and any others ttiat may join 

iheftj, to come to' the defense of each 

^flier if attacked by Taleban 

The accord a^Tpeared to remove any 

doubt about the intentions of Mr. 

Dustam, the foni^r Communist general 

who survived the collapse of the Soviet* 
installed government in Kabul in 1992 

'and became a powerful northem war- 
" lord in the chaotic civil war among rival 

Muslim guerrilla groups ths/L ensued. 
Taleban leaders had repeaiis(fl)rip- 

pealed for Mr. Dustam to remain neutral 

while they move their trooDs against Mr; 

Masoud, one of the most Toirmidable of 

the' " former guerrilla commanders^ 
:>.whose forces have ■ retreated into the 

fastness of the Panjshir Valley northeast 

of Kabul. 



But the alliance held out the pos- 
sibility of something more threatening 
to Taleban than a stiffening of Mr. Ma- 
soud's defenses against the onslaught in 
the Panjshir, the possibility of there 
henceforth being two Afghanistans. 

One of these would be the harsh one 
controlled by Taleban, where a spate of 
fundamentalist decrees have spread a 
deepening chill, especially for women, 
who have been baimed from working; 
for girls, who have been prohibited from 
attendinc school, and for offenders 
against Islamic laws, who have been 

threatened with punishments that m- 
clude stoning to death and amputation of 
hands and feet. 

The other would be the more mod- 
erate Muslim state in northern and cen- 
tral Afghanistan that seemed to be fore- 
shadowed by Thursday's pacL 

The three leaders at'the Khinjan gath- 
ering represent three of the largest ethnic 
minorities in Afghanistan, the Hazara, 
rthe Tajik and the Uzbek groups that 
together account for about 5 million of 
the country's 16 million people. 

In Mr. Dustam, an Uzbek, Mr. Ma- 
soud, a Tajik, and Mr. Khalilli, a Hazara, 
the new alliance has formidable military 
farces, and a territory, stretching from 
Faiyab Province in the northwest to 
Badakhshan Province in the northeast, 
and south to the central province of 
Bamian, that has a natural shield in the 
form of the Hindu Kush range that rises 
above 5,000 meters and divides Taleban 
areas in the south from the alliance 
fcHces in die north. 

But even short of die consolidation of 
a new rival state, Taleban was confron- 
ted after Thursday's meeting by the 



prospect of far stiffer military resistance 
in their drive to bring the rest of the 
country under then- control. 

If Taleban fails to break through in the 
Panjshir, and in their drive against Mr. 
Dustam up the Salang Highway through 
the Hindu Kush. where theiz advance has 
stalled just as it has in the Panjshir 
Valley . they could eventually face a 
counterattack on Kabul by the combined 
Dustam and Masoud forces. 

But' for the moment, Taleban- ap- 
peared preoccupied by the setbacks it 
lias encountered in the south, close to 
Kabul. 
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Refugees fteeing Afghanisian'a Pu^ahir vaBey last mfstk. 'm^ wae aSiong Crt last to escape betore Tatbaa fightera advanced on the area. 

Afghan Driven From Kabul Makes Stand in North 



By JOHN F. BURKS 

■ GULBAITAR, AtEhanlHian, Oci. 7 
— Just beyond ihiS mud-walled town, 
around a bend In tl gushing r>ver and 
ihuj a plunging KOrge, a hanle has 
begun that could prove lo be me 
decisive milkury encounter of Hie 
Afghan war. 

; Aftf r their success 12 days ago in 
ci^turlng Kdmi the c^iteal, Oie 
MttsUm fundaffientauat mlUda 
Jdsam us ihe TMHmi torn moved 
oon^ In pursuit of Ahmad ShSb Ma»> 
aouit, cammander of the forces nut- 
ed tti Katxil. 

; Having relinquished Kabul with 
likraly a shDt fired. Mr. Masscwtl has 
made his stand here, ai :he entry tn 
M^iar IS probably, from r military 
standpoint, the most notDrlous 
streich or terrain In Afghanistan. 
^For ccnlurtcs tht town of Gu]b3- 
hoT has commanded Atx6SS to the 
PanjEhlr Gorge, which leads M to 
die lertllo uplands of the PaiUfltlr 
Valley. Mr. MaSsoud's homeland and 
military stTOighoid, Many amtles 
hnve foundered here, me last of v»m 
Soviet exoedliionary force itmi 
Invaded Afgfaaiusm m urrt and 
found, tons before wttiidrawlBe in 
Mies, thai llule but disaster greeted 
them In the Panjahir. 

Now tha Taltei ore tiysv to do 
what tfaa Soviet mo0S never rntia; 
defeat Mr. Masaevd tn m leir. if 
they niceood. ^y ^ have elimi- 
nated one e{ tfae last two forces con- 
testing the taM»n's drive to cancrol 
ali of Af ghaniaten. 

Wid^ Mr. Maeioud out or the way, 
the Tuiib-.in wcukl then confront only 
Gen. Abdul-Rashld Doestam, the Us- 
bak commandor wtiosc conlrnl of six 
provinces oonh of tho Hindu Kush 
mountains has made him a buffer 
t>etween the Taliban and the increaS' 
Itigly nervous Muslim republics of 
what was Soviet Central Asia. 

It Mr. MassQud's force holds here, 
tee Tallin couid face a stalemate, 
with > of the country's 2fi prDVUiees 




Culbahar atsncla b^ore a gorge 
that leads to liie Panjfiiiir Valley. 

rumalning in ihe hands of the Mas- 
Eoud and Doesiam forces. Bui it the 
taliban bivak through btio the Pan]- 
ahir Valley, Mr. Messoud's legend as 
e oilUiary eommandur, and hfas re« 
malning power, will be brakan. 

Tlien Hie Taliban woald be able to 
conceurate oo the Oamtan forces, 
with me prespBct o( fbndly nding 
Ihe var mn bi^an vtm MnsSm 
etumuaa tank op araia anlnst a 
Comnumia GfivetsmeBt diai seized 
powar is tubal IS yoars ago. 

Adr inemM at Kahui. the 
TaUban Iltluers have arrived here, 
about 50 mnes nordi or the capital, m 
a mood Id make llghi ol the rormma- 
Me force that Mr. Masscud has 
amassed jusi out of sisfat in the 
gorge. 

"We don't care about tanks, g unfi 
andjurcraft. because we are tlKhilnfi" 
und er" ihfl_B^rDt ocllon of God th e Al-_ 
ml^y7' jija~Abdur ilSanl. 25, a" 
TSJlban righter encountered near the 
front line, along the Anjuman M.iver 
al the mouth of the gorge. 

• nic Tttllban would lIHe to defeat 
Mr MassouU before "winter anows 
ciDg the Panishir va iiey and poie 
sapptg probubos tar Iho atiacKing 



forcg,. WhjclLJies. .no exeerigjce . oI_ 
winter warEiirc Jn l]»i;.PLQUi!iain5 and _ 
I naide quaiE auppliM of winier eibih-_ 
ing. Bui Mr. Massoud, whom The 
Soviet communJers considered the 
most effective Muslim guerrilla 
commander they foilfiht m. Aighani- 
sraii, lias made it clear Lhui his re- 
trout before li)e Tajthan at -Cabul will 
not be repeaoat 

At noon today. Talibun forces ac- 
nicked the Masaoud forces wlLh 
some of tho arms seized Kabul — 
helicopter gunshlps, jci bombers, 
tanks und heavy artillery. Bur from 
what reporters near the front could 
lell, the Talihan appMred iQ have 

f alned little erouiit} , and Itieir bom- 
ardmenui brought heavy wswerihR 
fire from Massoud artlller>'. 

The scene at li^ front is chaotic 
with aa many Tullban fighters head- 
iRg away from chi> nghiing as toward 
tt, mi many Taliban ^ters max- 
tns over cti^a of §ctm ma bis^ the 
river bank or m ^ i^t^ of shut- 
tered shops m the Guttiahar bazaar. 
Security b soaexisient. 

The atiaclt at noon was flugticd 
Iwo hours in advance by righters who 
told nrpurtcrs to move tn the front if 
they wanted to see me bombard- 
menis. Many groups hicludc recent 
defectors from the Masaoud forcos, 
and Pakistani mercenarios are com« 
mtKi, including three m one ci^l- 
man Tailben unit that advanced 
along rhe river for ilu; otcack. 

How ihc Taliban fare tn the Pan> 
shir could hovo a major psychologi- 
cal effect. In I he two-yt-nr campaiyn 
chat culmlnaiod In ihcir victory a; 
Kabul, me fundamentalist forces, 
fanning. from (heir original 
slron^uld in the southtrji city of 
Kandahar, foueht rclulively lew bat- 
tles while securing the surrender or 
afasorptioB otihe scattered remnants 
of the guerrilla forcos ihai had 
fought against &e Russia-is. 

Bta tiere la t fta Panjshir ihc^avc_ 
already taven relStlveiy hea"^ casu- 



alties^ Hospitals in Che neighboring 
town of Chariktir and Ir Kabul have 
reported reccivtne dozens oI wound- 
ed Taliban fighters, and many O'.her.': 
appear to have been killed. To push 
ahead up the Pan]sh-.r sorgc will 
almost certainly entail mot'e infan- 
try attacks, and nioi'e casualties. 

The odds Ort a Quick Tiiibor. vic- 
tory appeai-ed to lengthen on Sunday 
*»hen the political vehicle through 
which General Doestam rules the 
north, the National Islamic Move- 
ment of Alghenlscan, issued aj^jm- ! 
Inn from the nonhera ci ty of Mazar- i 
J-Sharif that the I>Kista~m " "^rc'es" 
.■ goufa not stand by~if the aitacR son" 
the l*anis h ir"Valley con tinued."" " ~" 

• *If the Tali ban movemgit contln- j 
ues In this manner, the <iiholi ; oun" ' 
try will bo greatly endangered," lp' | 
c ovrieii sa|£""in sucn a situ atio n, we, ' 
_in^ ^ name ol all "nie~penp le of~ 
A[ g^^lstan. are preparo tLtOJlefeitd 
the lifu and honor la our oonipatriots 
"in any part of the tottnrT' ~' 
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Talebkn Chides Critics as ^Unfair' 

Afghans Have Chosen, Aide Says, and World Should Accept It 



KABUL — The Taleban militia 
Tuesday branded as "unfair** warnings 
by the United Nations and the United 
Stales that intemati(mal aid to the re- 
gime here would be threatened if it did 
not reverse its ban on women woridng 
and o«ber Islamic fundamentalist 
edicts. 

A top Taleban official also defended 
his movement's ultra-strict version of 
Islamic law, saying the people of Af- 



ghanistan had chosen the leaders they 
wanted 

"I think its unjust when other coun- 
tries seek to fmd pretexts not to help the 
people of Afghanistan," said the acting 
uifonnation and culture minister* Amir 
Khan Muttaqi, reacting to American 
and UN statements Tuesday on Taleban 
policy. 

"We have saved our Afghan sistei^ 
from war and corrapt people," he said, 
* 'and I do not know why die international 



Aid Groups Pull Out of Afghanistan 

Taleban Militia Comes Under Attack hy Newly Allied Foes 



CamrM hf Ow Sl^hfem Dupeichrs 

KABUL — International aid orga- 
nizations pulled out of Kabul on Friday 
as a rcinvigorated alliance of anti-fun- 
damentalist military leaders put new 
pressure on the Islamic Taleban militia 
that has occupied the capital. 

Fearing more fighting, international 
aid groups sent 36 employees to neigh- 
boring Pakistan. 

The Red Cross reduced its staff to 
essential personnel only. Several vol- 
unteer organizations, such as Save the 
Children, Oxfam and CARE, pulled 
their entire foreign staff out. 

The evacuations came two weeks 
after Taleban captured the capital and 
overthrew the sovcmment, promptinff 
the country's deposed military chief, 
Ahmed Shah Masoud, to join with his 
former enemy, the warlord Abdul 
Rashid Dostum. 

Mr. Dostum commands the only other 
major military force still capable of 



standing up to Taleban. He and Mr. 
Masoud — who both lay claim to parts 
of northern Afiphanistan — met 
TTiursday for the first in more than two 
years. 

Formation of their alliance led to a 
meeting Friday between the deposed 
president, Burhanuddin Rabbam, the 
Shiite Muslim leader Karim Khalili, and 
Jaffar Naderi, the leader of a small but 
well-armed Ismaili Muslim sect 

"We want to establish a broad-based 
. government in Afghanistan," said Gen- 
eral Piandah, a spokesman for Mr. 
Dostum, the apparent head of the new 
alliance. I 

"It must respea the demands, cul- 
tures and opinions of odiers," said Gen- 
eral Piandah, who like many Afghans 
uses only one name. "It must be mod- 
erate and acceptable to people inside 
Afghanistan." 

In a setback for Taleban in ibc United 
Nations, a General Assembly committee 



Taleban Appeals for Aid 
To Rebuild Afghanistan 



dmpuaJ M- Our Suj^t- nm Dispatches 

KABLT- — Afghanistan's new Is- 
lamic rulers appealed for international 
aid Sunday to help rebuild the country, 
but they gave no hint that they would 
modify policies that have all but halted 
international aid projects here. 

The acting foreign minister. Mo- 
hammed Ghous. said at a news con- 
ference that 17 years of war had left 
Afghanistan facing disaster. 

• 'We are hoping that all countries will 
take part in the reconstruction of our 
country," he said. "The administrative 
system' and public services are para- 
lyzed. If we don't have cooperation and 
assistance from foreign countries, it will 
be very difficult for Afghanistan to stand 
on its own feet." 

Western aid groups here — helping 
some 200.000 people a day in Kabul alone 
— say their projects have ground to a halt 
because they depend on women who are 
not being allowed to work by the hard-line 
Taleban movement that captured the cap- 
ital at the end of September. 

They intend to appeal to the Taleban, 



probably on Monday, to find a solution to 
a problem several aid officials said could 
lead to a shutdown of projects and a halt 
to the flow of funds from the WesL 

Mr. Ghous. however, called the issue 
a "small" problem. "I would like to ask 
these organizations to continue their co- 
operation," he said, "and I am hopeful 
that these small quesnons will be re- 
solved in the future. 

He added that the related issue of 
women's education would have to wait. 
Tne Taleban has suspended all educa- 
tion for women in the three-quarters of 
the country that it has capmred. 

On Saturday, the Taleban assaulted the 
Panjshir valley, about 40 miles (65 kilo- 
meters) north of Kabul, the stronghold of 
the former government's military chief, 
Ahmed Shah Masoud. But the defenders 
counterattacked Sunday wirh rockets and 
no further advance was reported. 

Mr. Ghous said the Taleban was will- 
ing to talk peace with Mr. Masoud, who 
defended the valley in the 1980s against 
repeated assaults by Soviet forces. 

(Reuters. AFP) 



on Friday deferred a decision on the 
credentials of Afghanistan's UN del- 
egation, despite a written challenge from 
Taleban. This left in place, at least for 
now, the UN representatives of the gov- 
ernment of the ousted president, Burha- 
nuddin Rabbani. No date was imme- 
diately set for the next meeting of the 
nine-member credentials committee. 

In military activity Friday, the Tale- 
ban militia was peppered with behind- 
the-line attacks. The most dramatic was 
the shelling of Kabul's main military air 
base at Bagram, north of the capital. 

Wimesses said at least six shells 
landed inside the base perimeter during 
an hourlong attack, but it was not known 
whether there was any damage to the 
small number of Soviet-era MiG-23s 
that Taleban says it has there. 

There were two other attacks on Tale- 
ban fighters just north of Kabul, which 
local people said followed visits by Ma- 
soud envoys urging groups to mm 
against the militia. ' 

Afghan-watchers m Kabul said Mr. 
Masoud appeared to have reverted to the 
tactics he used against the Soviet Army 
in the 1980s, when Moscow backed a 
communist ^^han government. 

His ethnic Tajiks survived a series of 
assaults in that decade and often struck 
back in the Salang Pass, which winds 
through the Hindu Kush mountains that 
divide nOTth and soutfi. 

The largely ethnic Pushmn Taleban 
launched an assault on the gorge that 
leads into the Panisher last Samrday. 
After four days of fighting they had 
made little progress. 

The fighting in the Salang has ebbed 
and flowed and many Taleban fighters 
have been killed and wounded in what 
Afghan-watchers say is their most ser- 
ious reversal since the movement was 
founded in religious^ schools in refugee 
camps in Pakistan two years ago. 

With their main forces occupied in the 
Salang, Mr. Masoud is now hitting the 
Taleban rear to make them jumpy and 
erode their morale, observers said. 

(AP, Reuters) 



conununity has expressed such concern 
while we are helping our sisters." 

He said most Afghans were "happy 
with our Islamic regime'^ and said his 

government was 'Allowing its own 
ilamic principles, which are not against 
UN principles." 

His comments came after the'U.S. 
govetnroent and the UN warned that 
mtemational aid could be in jecmardy if 
Kabul's fundamentalist regime tailed to 
revise its stance on women. 

"I do not expect the UN to close its 
' offices or relief assistance here and hope 
it continued to contribute to the re- 
construction of the coimtiy,'* Mr. Mut- 

^Hc reiteratBd a call to the world com- 
munity id. recognize the Taleban interim 
government, which came to power on 
S>epL 27 after ovemining the Afjphan 
ct^ital after the government of President 
Buihanud^ R^rf>ani fled the city. 

He said he regretted that other gov- 
enmients had ' unfortunately not re- 
cognized" the Taleban ruling council, 
despite the fact that it controls about 70 
percent of the country, compared with 
only five provinces held by the Rabbani 
government. 

The Taleban regime faced another 
threat Tuesday as Mr. Rabbani and an 
Uzbek warlord. General Abdul Rashid 
Dusmm, met to explore forming a com- 
mon front. 

The meeting between Mr. Rabbani 
and General Dustum in the general's 
stronghold of Mazar-i-Sharif was the 
first in three years. (AFP, Reuters) 



KABUL'S NEW 
ISLAMIC RULE 

Young and fundamentalist, the Taliban capture the 
Afghan capital-and quickly make a gory point 



By ANTHOHY SPAETH 



THE SOUND OF ARTILLERY AND MACHINE- 

gun fire reverberated in the darkened sky 
over Kabul, capital of war-torn A^an- 
istan. When dawn arrived, residents cau- 
tiously crept from- their homes in search of 
clues as to what had occimred during the^ 
long night and who had control of their 
city. Outside the presidential palace, they 
found the answer. Swinging from a con- 
crete post were two bruised corpses— those 
of Najibullah, President of Afghanistan 
from 1987 to 1992, and his brother Shahpur 
Ahmedzi. 

It was an appropriately medieval speo- 
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SWIFT REVENGE: The bodies of Afghanistan's 
former President Najibullah, left, and his 
brother hang in Kabul's Ariana Square 



forced Rabbani and Hekmatyar into a Mf. 
alliance, with pressure from Iran. (The Ta 
iban belong to the Sunni sect, and Sidy. 
Iran wanted to prevent them from taMi" 
power.) In 1994 the Taliban, who are a 
legedly supported by Pakistan, attempted 
takeover of Kabul but failed. They fell bac 
to southern and western strongholds ar 
rearmed themselves. Two weeks ago, tht 



Progressives they're not, but the Tal- 
iban see themselves as a solution to Af- 
ghanistan's warring-states deadlock, not an 
tacle for a country that years ago degen- , extension of it. men the Soviets 
erated into primitive warring bands, al- i ^fler 10 years of otscupation, the L.S.- 
though equipped with iVightemngly mod- backed mujahedin groups that had op- 

just two days earher began 

their march on the capital. 

The government, headed 

by President Burhanuddin 

Rabbani, fled before they 

arrived, and that spelled 

doom for Najibullah, 49. 

Rabbani had allowed Na- 
jibullah to live after he was 

overthrown in 1992, and 

the former President had 

spent the past 4)4 years as a 

captive in a United Nations 

compound. The Tahban 

were not part of that com- 
mitment, however, and at 
1:00 a.m. their soldiers en- 
tered the compound and 
led the brothers away to 
die. Many cheered at the 
gory spectacle-Najibullah 
had been nicknamed the 
"Butcher of Kabul" for his 
brutal, Soviet-backed rule, 
and his brother had served 
as his security chief— but 
that was probably in mem- 
ory of past miseries, not 
with solid hopes for the fu- 
ture. "Hie Tahban are se- 
vere Islamic fundamental- 
ists, but htde else is known 
about them or their leader, 
a former mujahedin, or 
holy warrior, in his 30s 
named Maulana Moham- 
mad Omar. Their mihtary 
success has been spectacu- 
lar: the group now controls 

unity or even fight off a^eted counter- j more damage to the country Aan Ae Sovi- 
attacks from Rabbani's forces holed up j occupation. Kabul was relatvety mtac^ 
north of Kabul i when the Soviets departed m 1989; m the 

Hours after taking the city, the Taliban j succeeding years, it was virtually destroyed 
announced that Afghanistan would be I in bombardments and street fighting that 

■ ■ ' -■' took 30,000 lives. 

Omar went back to rehgious studies in 




FACING DEFEAT: On the day Kabul fell to Taliban forces, govemment s«WieW 
scrambled back into their Russian-made tank, preparing to retreat 




FAMILY FLIGHT: With the capital's fall imminent, refugees pass a rocket 
launcher and tanks, defenses that crumbled before the Taliban onslaught 



which food and other e 
sentials are shipped frc 
n Pakistan to Kabul. Arr: 
i Chief Ahmad Shah M. 
I soud immediately start- 
moving men and arms tc 
base 50 km north of Kab 
When the Taliban start-, 
their final assault, Afgh 
air force jets bombed the 
columns, but the gover 
ment was, in fact, ready 
surrender. The night t. 
insurgents arrived, most 
Rabbani and Hekmat\ a 
forces had already fit 
and the city was tak 
with no resistance, i 
conquerors made a sta 
ment on Kabul rac 
"Afghanistan is the cc 
mon house of all Afgha 
No group can go\- 
- Afghanistan anymore.'' 
I Whether the Talil: 
5 will ultimately prevail 
i pends on how much fi . 
7 is left in the govemm 
k forces, holed up a mere 
km away. One possibilit 
that Rabbani and Hekrr 
yar will join forces v. 
General Abdul Ras 
Dostum, a warlord v 
runs a virtually indep 
dent kingdom in the nc 
Another is that King Za 
Shah, who was deposec 
1973, could return fr 
exile in Rome to ass 




ruled by an interim six-member council 
led by Omar's deputy. Mullah Mohammad 
Rabbani (no relation to the fleeing Presi- 
dent). "A complete Islamic system will be 
enforced," they declared. In cities they al- 
ready govern, television sets are forbidden, 
women cannot work outside the home and 
men are required to grow a beard. 



'■o'- 

1989. Two years ago. he emerged as leader 
of the Taliban, which was determined to 
vanquish the warring factions and trans- 
form .Afghanistan into a fundamentalist 
state. The group's phenomenal success in 
capturing important .\fghan provinces 



conciliator. 

Some are willing to beheve that 
young, unknown Taliban should be givt 
chance, since there is no other option. '". 
true that the Tahban will insist on Isla: 
law," says a former Najibullah aide. 
people say at least now there will be . 
one law. Under the mujahedin, ever.' 
had his own law." In Afghanistan toe 
that's the sweetest dream: peace and or 
throughout the land, no matter who i 
charge. -Reported by Meena 

Ganguiy/New Delhi and Alan Peane/Kabul 
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Kabui Militia Concedes 
Losses Against Warlord 

Ex- Army Chief Pushes Toward Capital 



ASIA/PACIFIC 




Taleban flghters recuperating in a Kabul hospital Monday after being wounded in fighting north of the capital. 



Taleban Revives an Old Dbate: Whose Islam Is It? 



Ajfenrr Ftancf-Presxe 

KABUL — Fighting between the 
Taleban militia and feffces c^the former 
government raged near Kabul on Mon- 
day, putting the capital under pressure 
for the first time since it fell to the 
Muslim fundamenlalisLs two and a half 
weeks ago. 

Taleban admitted losing key areas 
north of Kabul to troops led by the 
ousted government's military chief, but 
described their withdrawal as a "tac- 
tical retreat" to avoid civilian casu- 
alties. 

Taleban also dismissed tte ttavitt that 
its enemies could nHake Kabul, con- 
tending tint the military com'mander of 
the fonner government. Ahmed Shah 
Masoud. was a spent force. 

Mohammed Shcr Stanakzai. Talc- 
ban's acting deputy foreign minister, 
said: "Masoud is not on the ground here 
any longer. The power he had is fin- 
ished, and the few people he has are not 
capable of coming back to Kabul, al- 
though they are capable of causing 
trouble in the area." 

He also ruled out negotiations to end 
the figitti^ »ying it would be "very 
difTicutt now to cooperate with the 
former govemnent." 

An ofHcial with Mr. Masoud 's forces 
claimed Taleban had .suffered more than 
200 casualties in recent fighting and diat 
his troops were now 4 kilometers north 
of Kabul. 

His claims tould not be confirmed, 
but other reports said there was fighting 
10 kilometers from the capital's north- 
western suburbs. 

Mr. Stanakzai confirmed that Tale- 
ban had lost conuol of the sttMsp; (own 
of Jabal OS Siiaj, 77 kitom^ers norA of 
Kabul, and of die southern flsuik (ff die 
Salang Tinuiei, a pass that cuts throu^ 
the Panjshir Valley. 

Taleb»t attacked the area around the 
pass la^ vi«ek in a bid to destroy Mr. 
Masoud'S force. 

■ New Support for Coaiition 

A powerful Uzbek militia leader on 
Monday threw his support behind the 
ousted president. Burhanuddin Rab- 



bani, but held back from joining a Ml- 
itary alliance against Taletean, Reuters 
reported from the Salang Tunnel, 

A spokesman said the militia leader, 
Abdul Rashid Dixstam, held five hours 
of talks with Mr. Rabbani and Mr. Ma- 
.soud at the top of the Salang pass. 

The spokesman, Mohammed 
Youssef, also said that the three men set 
up a commission to consider the proper 
roles and responsibilities of Mr. 
Dostam's forces in a new government. 

Mr. Dostam's recognition of Mr. 
Rabbani. a Tajik, suggested tiiat the 
iSxm forees have solidifRd A^r co- 
aUtUw against Taleban, whose forces 
now occupy about two-thirds of the 
country. 



By Elaine Sciolino 

Nf H' York Times Service 

WASHINGTON — Since they 
seized Kabul late last month, the Islamic 
snident-warriors of .Afghanistan have 
brought to the capital the same harsh 
rules they had already imposed on other 
parts of the country. 

They have closed girls' schools and 
forced women to stay home from work. 
They have banned music, shut movie 
theaters, ordered men to grow full 
beards and women to cover their entire 
bodies, even their faces. They have for- 
bidden surgeons from operating on 
members of the opposite sex and re- 
introduced stoning as the penalty for 
adultery. 

When a group of men tried to flee the 
scene of a public hanging, they were 
beaten and forced to watch. One cleric 
even called for the killing e^ali iMiol 
drinkers. 

All in the name of Islam. Members of 
Taleban — the word means student — ^ 
say they are detenmined to create a pure 
Jslamic state based on the teachings of 
the Koran and a strict interpretation of 
Sharia, or Islamic holy law. 



But is it Islam? And if so, whose 
Islam is it? 

For centuries, the Muslim world has 
been consumed by an intense, often 
angry delate on the u.se and abuse of 
Islamic law, a debate that in recent times 
has inflamed anti-Muslim .sentiment 
around die world whenever a govern- 
ment or religious movement mms re- 
pres,sive in the name of Islam. 

"When Muslims today talk about re- 
applying Islam theyhave toface wheth^ 
er to simply restore the laws and doc- 



trines of the distant past or submit diem 
to reinterpretation m light of current 
social, political and economic condi- 
tions," said John Esposito, director of 
the Center for Muslim-Christian Un- 
derstanding at Georgetown University. 
"That is what a lot of the struggle is 
about. It's much the samc^-with Qtm- 
tianity and Judaism." 

One difficulty in finding const^ b 
that the Koran itsdf decs not provide a 
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legal code and includes only W verses 
that can be thought of as "laws." So the 
interpretation of God's will for society 
must be worked out by Muslims them- 
selves along the way. And that depends 
on conditions specific to time and place. 

Another difficulty is the variety of 
interpreters, who could be a head of 
state (like Colonel Moammar Gadhafi 
in Libya, an idiosyncratic socialist), a 
chief cleric or body of clerics (like the 
religious le.irters of lran) ta*t'NhisHm 
bloc in Parliament (like Kuwait's re- 



ligious right, which wants gender-se- 
gregated classrooms). 

"ftiat has produced vastly different 
versions of Islamic law. Islam allows a 
man to take four wives, but he must treat 
them equally; some Islamic scholars and 
politicians argue that since this is im- 
possible, poly^inty ^uld be banned, 

Islam calls for cutting off the hand of 
a thief, but the teachings of one early 
Muslim teacfer include forgiving a diief 
who has stolen out of need; this leads 
some scholars to preach that amputation 
for theft is justified only in a society 
where goods are distributed e<}ually be- 
tween rich and poor — a society, they 
say, that does not exist. 

Sometimes the application of Islamic 
law is ba.sed more on practicality than 
on religious purity. 

In Malaysia, 40 percent of the people 
are Muslim, Islam is the official religion 
and Sharia courts role on family issues 
like marriage, divmx and child cus- 
tody. But Prime NKnister Mahathir bin 
Mohamad is determined to blend Islam 
with economic progress, which de- 
mands some deference to global stan- 
dards. So he recently forced a province 
to abandon a plan that would have re- 
quired the stoning to death of adulterers 
and the cutting off of thieves' hands. 

Malaysia's constitution gives the fed- 
eral government authority over criminal 
law, he argued. "Only when Islam is 
uiteipeted so as to be relevant in a world, 
which is so different from what it was 
1 ,4(X) years ago, can Islam be regarded as 
a religion for all ages," he said. 

In Somalia, by conlra.st, a strict Islamic 
criminal code was imposed two years 
ago, largely to restore order. The hands 
and feet of 13 armed robbers have been 
sawed off — in public and withoiit an- 
esthetic — and then hung out to dry in 
front of a local stadium. Law enforce- 
ment officials boast that such vivid pun- 



ishment has led to a plunge in violent 
crime. 

Where one school of Islamic law is 
tried and does not seem to work, it has 
sometimes been replaced by another. 

Morocco used to allow a guardian of 
a young girl to arrange a marriage with- 
out her consent, under the prescriptions 
of an eighth-century Islamic jurist. But 
in 1 993 the country embraced the views 
of another eighth-century jurist, who 
argued that the naditions of the Prophet 
require a woman's consent in mar- 
riage. 

Since Islam is such a patriarchal re- 
ligion, much of Islamic law seems de- 
signed to repress women for the sake of 
protecting diem. But Islamic law is also 
open to interpretation, so it can be used 
to argue for women's rights. 

When Kuwait held elections for Par- 
liament this month in which only men 
could vote.^'a Muslim organization 
baised in London, Liberty for the 
Muslim World, protested on religious 
grounds, "The Kuwaiti democratic pro- 
csss fails to recc^ize the rights of wo- 
men to vote and be nominated for elec- 
tion, although Islam granted these rights 
to women 1 3 centuries before any mod- 
em universal declaration or internation- 
al covenant did," the group wrote. 

When Mohammed was chosen to 
lead the Muslims, a delegation of wo- 
men from Arabia came to him with their 
vote of confidence, a sign to some of the 
right of Muslim women to participate in 
the electoral process. 

For many Islamic scholars, Taleban 
is grossly distorting Islam in much of 
what it is doing: its bans on girls at- 
tending school and on women working, 
for example. 

"The Koran has many statements 
about education as a duty for every male 
and female Muslim," said Azizah al- 
Hibri, a profes.sor at the University of 
Richmond. "Certainly not all women in 
the Prophet's family .stayed home: his 
wife once led a group of Muslims into 
battle." 

Even Iran has accused Taleban of 
giving Islam a bad name. 

W&itever the excesses of Iran's re- 
vdu&)n, the country's religious leaders 
are locked in a perpetual, lively debate 
over what is Islamic, from how much 
authority to give the country's spiritual 
guide to whether women can ride bi- 
cycles. (Women do work, vote, drive 
cars, run businesses and hold seats in 
Parliament.) 

"The world does not accept what the 
Taleban are doing in the name of Is- 
lam." Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, Iran's 
spiritual leader, said in a speech. 



For centuries, the Muslim world has been consumed by 
intense debate on the use and abuse of Islamic law. 
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200,000 Kabulis, many of them mddk 
class and educated, have fled since the Tal- 
iban moved in. At the main bus stations in 
town, mihtiamen stand guard, tumingback 
any femily that seems to leaNWttg w» an 
inordinate number of possessions. "The 
people of Kabul are requested not to leave 
die city/' said Tahban leader Mullah Mo- 
hammad Omar, a 32-year-old veteran mu- 
jahedin who lost an eye in battle. 

Formed two years ^o by a band oi reli- 
gious students in Pakistan, the TaBban at- 
tracted many mujahedin like Omar who 
were unalhed with the factions faghtmg 
back home. After entering Afghamsten, 
they swept easily through provmce after 
province, disarming the warlords and m- 
stalhng their own radical brand of Islam. 
So far they have taken all but the northem- 
■ most part of the country. 

That will be their biggest challenge. Itie 
people in the mountainous region between 
Kabul and Tajikistan remain loyal to war- 
lord Abdul Rashi Dostum. Towns Uke 
Mazar-i-Sharif, situated north of the strate- 
gic Salang Tunnel, are a fimdamentahst s 
S^tmare. Satellite dishes dot the tops of 
homes. Laughter pours from the Ghulam 
Saki movie house. A rapt lunch crowd 
watdies American action aad romance 
videos in Mohammad Yasin's restaurant 
Young adults walk home from coed schools. 
"We dcm't accept the Taliban's actions 
against women and watching films," says 
Wahid, 20, a motorcycle-repair-shop own- 
er. "If they bring those changes, the people 
would rather have war." 

Not so the residents of Kabul, where 
some 30,000 people have died since 1989 as 
a result of the various wars. "Most people 
are not happy about the women," s^s an 
educated young Kabuh named Efrahm^ 
"But at least there's peace, and we need 
peace more than anything." Kabul's econ(^ 
my is also beginning to show sipsot re- 
bounding. £ife was reaUy difficult 
previous ^vei 



previous government, but now people are 
safe " says Ahmad Jawaid, a 19-year-old 
English-language student. "They can buy 
food, and the markets are overflowmg. And 
the prices are going down. Last week a loai 
of bread cost 1,000 Afghanis [seven cents]. 
Now it is only 500." 

FuH .^sasachs and quiet skies can go a 
long way toward earning a regime 
support "Therr certainly are hum^i-iights 
abuses," says Tony Pitzner, head of the 
U N mission in Kabul. "But I must say the 
peace and security that come with them 
Lre very comforting." Many iMas, are 
waiting to see how the new govermnent 
shakes out before they make up their 
minds. "The/U loosen up," Red Cross 
spokesman Jean Luc Paladini predicts of 
the Tahban. After a generation of war, the 
people of Kabul can only hope so. 

With Steve LeVine in Mazar-i-Sharif 



26 



HE KNOWS THE TRIP WILL BE 
useless, but what else can she 
do? Once a week the former 
^^^^ mathematics professor, the 
nother of two school-age chil- 
dren, trudges through the sun- 
baked streets of Herat. like every other 
woman who irentores into pubhc m the 
western Afghan city these days, she wears 
a hurqa, a shroudhke, head-to-toe garment 
with only a gauze-covered sht enabling her 
to see. To wear anything less would be to 
risk arrest or a beating by the Tahban mih- 
tiamen who have ruled Herat for moi»Jian 

a ye^ At tiie ga«® of til® university where 
she used to teach, she speaks to the bearded 
Islamic cleric who now runs the school. 
"May I have my job tei<^" she asks. "No, 
he always rephes. "It's against the Koran^ 
She bites her tongue and goes home. The 
frustration is bad enough. The re^ instdt is 
having to endure this mullah's mangled m- 
terpretation of her own Islamic faith. Un- 
Kke most people in Afghanistan, where toe 
hteracy rate is around 15 percent, she has 
read the sacred Scriptures. 'The Koran 
says nothing about women not working or 
gomg to school," she says. "The oi^ thing 
women are not allowed to do is become 
judges. Other than that, women and men 



are considered equal by the Koran." 

There's scant evidence that the Tahban 
sees thmgs that'way. The group's poHaes 
represent a fierce reaction against the en- 
forced sexual equahty of the country's 
decade under communistrule. Smce sweep- 
ing into Kabul two weeks ago the mihtia s 
leaders have shut down girls' schools and 
ordered aB working women not to report to 
their jobs untfl further notice. Most women 
iQ the capitalneedednofinlherurgingto re- 
main out of sight. Tahbanfighters have been 
patrolhng the capital's streets, r^dy to fl(^ 
Anyone, male ^ female, who offends their 
particular sense of Islamic decency. West- 
' em aidworkers say some local womenhave 

been beaten for no other apparent crime 
than being outside theirhomes, even though 
theywereproperlyswathedinthemandato- 
ryburqa-YetsomewomeninKaMarerun- 
ning their household errands, unperturbed, 
with no more than scarves to cover their 
fkces-andafewelderlywomencanbese^ 
on the streets completely bare-feced. 
Spokesmen for the mihtant group say 
women doctors and nurses will continue to 
care for female patients in hospitals. But as 
of late last week, fear and confusion over the 
new regime's edicts were keepmg many 
women health professionals away from 
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Battling identities: Women fleemglast week's fighting north of Kabul, weapons 
training for female members of the communist regime's armed forces in 1991 



The militiainaii 
tersely quotes the 
Muslim Scrip- 
tures: Thy place is 
in thy home.' End 
of subject. 



their jobs. Some say they arrived at work 
only to be sent back home. 

The weight of international opinion has 
landed hard on Kabul's new rulers. 
Amnesty International issued a statement 
accusing the militia of "busily implement- 
ing a reign of terror in Kabtd," giving partic- 
ular attention to the Taliban's violations of 
women's rights. In Manila a group of 60 
women leaders from llie Asia Pacific Eco- 
nomic Cooperation forum denoimced the 
Taliban's treatment of women and 
promised to raise its complaints at the 
United Nations. Even Iran, not usually 
known as a feminist bastion, joined the cho- 
rus of condemnation. "Through their fos- 
silized poHdes they stop girls from attend- 
ing school, stop women from working 
outside the home— and all in the name of 
Islam," raged AyatoBah Ahmad Jaimati, 
one of the country's most powerful clerics, 
in a Friday sermon at Tehran University. 
He accused the Taliban of "defaming Is- 



lam" by 
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"committing violence, narrow- 
mindedness and limiting 
women's rights." "What could 
be worse?" he demanded. 

The Afghan group tried to 
defend itself and its policies. 
The Sunni Mushms of Taliban 
could hardly care less about the 
opinions of an Iranian Shiite, 
but they know they can't re- 
build tiiefr country wi^out 
Western help. Nevertheless, 
the signals from the group were 
contradictory at best. *We are 
not against women's educa- 
tion," Shfr Mohammad 
Stanekzai, a senior oflSdal in 
Taliban's Foreign MW^y, as- 
sured a press conference last 
week. "According to Islamic 
rules, education is a must for 
men and women." The schools 
will reopen when the curricu- 
lum is cleansed of "Russian" in- 
fluences, he insisted. The 
group's supreme leader, Mtil- 
lah Mohammad Omar, issued a 
decree promising that working 
women would be paid ^efr 
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normal salaries while staying home. (It was 
anyone's guess where the nearly destitute 
country would get enough cash for such an 
extravagance.) And the Taliban's acting ed- 
ucation minister, Syed Ghiasuddin, deliv- 
ered a tA\^o-hour Friday sermon of his own 
at a mosque in Kabul, expounding on bis 
group's view of a woman's place. "It is like 
having a flower, or a rose," he said. "You 
vmter k s^'kmp it at home for yourseH f© 



look at it and smell it. It is not supposed to 
be taken out of the house to be smelled." 

Few Af ghflTi women would be alive today 
if they were such dehcate blossoms. After 
nearly two decades of relentless and indis- 
criminate warfare, Kabul alone has a popu- 
lation of war widows estimated to be as high 
as 50,000. Until now they have managed to 
feed and shelter themselves and their diil- 
dren. International aid groups are wonder- 



The Afg han Solu tion 

Foreign opportimists have devastated my native 
country for years. I am cheeiiag for the Taliban, 



By Laili Zikria Helms 

I.\M AN AFGHAN-AMERI- • 
can woman who has 
worked with the Afghan 
resistaBcefe m&te than a 
decade. Call me crazy, but 
I've been elated for the last 
two weeks, watching the Tal- 
iban advance. They aren't per- 
fect, but they are genuine 
Afghans, and they are clean- 
ing out the remnants of the 
foreign-inspired groups that 
have been making life hell in 
Afghanistan. That is good 
news for every Afghan, man 
or woman. 

For all of Afghanistan's di- 
visions, it has a common na- 
tional spirit. As a 12-year-old 
tomboy in 1976, 1 attended 
Lycee Malalai, a school 
named for the Afghan Joan of 
Arc. I'd Bved in the West, 
heard Bibhcal fables, learned 
Koranic verses and knew that 
only bad Muslims hated. My 
major preoccupations were 
whitt&ttg the perfect sHng- 
shot, balancing the perfect 
kite and generally learning 
enough to join the nomads of 
Afghanistan. I was ready to 
run away with them if anyone 
tried to make me leave the 
country I considered 
paradise. 

After the 1979 Soviet inva- 
sion, as executive di3?ectOT of 
Friends of Afghanistan, I 
worked with delegations of 
Afghan mujahedin. The 
groups were all contemptuous 
of each other. Pakistan deter- 
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Helms: Women's advocate as Taliban supporter 



mined their diplomatic agen- 
da, bought their tickets and 
paid their hotel biUs. 

Only after I went to Pe- 
shawar, Pakistan, in 1988 did 
I meet Afghan women. Some 
worked in the city, a staging 
ground for Afghan aid, and 
others Hved in the sprawling 
refugee camps. Rmral and xir- 
ban alike, the women found 
refugee life demeaning. It 
could also be frightening. 
Shortly after my American 
husband and I arrived, we re- 
ceived a computer printout of 
a skull and bones that warned: 
"We will kill you and your 
Afghan wife. Together or one 
by one. O.K." 

Mt^ahedM competed for 
cash from foreign extremists 
trying to generate a Pan-Is- 



lamic movement. After the 
1989 Soviet withdrawal, well- 
worn bags filled with cash, 
once meant for arms, began 
to finance dogma. Transla- 
tions from Muslim Brother- 
hood publications preached 
anti-Western values to the 
Afghans and attacked the tra- 
ditional tribal networks that 
posed the greatest challenge 
to these outsiders. Afghan 
women became pawns in this 
struggle. Their status as the 
crucible of Afghan culture 
diminished. 

Though the fectional lead- 
ers claimed to respect Afghan 
women, not one of them took 
a stand against the growing 
number offatwas against 
women. An all-black hijah, 
the veil worn in Iran and Sau- 



ing whether the new regime willlet them go 
on helping those women survive and sup- 
port their fenulies. "How can we Hve like 
this?" asks one Kabul woman, keeping a 
nervous lookout to be sure the bearded xnili- 
tiamen don't catch her pubhcly talking to a 
man. She says her brother lost a leg in the 
war; her husband has been missing in action 
for the last three years. The Taliban has shut 
down pcactically all relief efforts involving 



di Arabia, became a mandato- 
ry uniform. Women's projects 
unwilling to bow to the dog- 
matists were closed down. 
Western aid agencies had to 
accept the trend or face the 
prospect of failing to reach 
women and children. 

The Tahban now represent 
a chance for the country to re- 
claim its own culture. They are 
not out to impress a world that 
brought sufferingto their 
coimtry. What impressed me 
about diem was the dignity 
with which they addressed 
me— a fer cry from &e flippant 
attitude of the Peshawar- 
based mujahedin. The Taliban 
are not grabbing for money, 
but have preferred to go with- 
out rather than grow depen- 
dent on foreigners. The Tal- 
iban's respect for private and 
national property is a big 
change from the greed of their 
predecessors. They have 
shown grace by not declaring 
I themselves rulers. Rather, 
they are implementing a 
process that leads to a just gov- 
ernment. The women's clinics 
I'd monitored in rural 
Afghanistan continue to func- 
tion, imder much unproved 
conditions. The Taliban 
promise that once schools are 
rid of foreign influences, 
women's education will be 
restored. 

The Soviet invasion and its 
aftermath brought two foreign 
ideologies to Afghanistan: 
conraiunism and Pan-Islami- 
dsm. Neither of these placed 
any value on the core ingredi- 
ents of Afghan culture: dignity 
and virtue. The Taliban move- 
ment, as harsh as it may seem 
now, represents hope for a 
peaceful Afghanistan. 

HELMS is a women's advocate 
: livingin New Jersey. 
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women in the capital, including Save the 
Children-sponsored classes on avoiding 
land mines. The International Red Cross, 
which has been feeding roughly a quarter of 
Kabul's population, has been forced to^end 
its women workers home. 

Most aid workers in Kabiil stiill hope to 
make peace with the militants. The Tal- 
iban's decrees haven't been wildly different 
from the earliest restrictions imposed by the 
mujahedin when they overthrew the com- 
mimists in Kabul four years ago. 'They're 
saying things in the heat of the moment," 
says Gordon Adam, a consultant for an 
Afghan educational program run by the 
BBC. "This is the kind of thing people drunk 
on power do initially. They will moderate 
their views. We shoiildn't be stampeded in- 
to some kind of panic reaction." 

Some relief administrators say they have 
already seen indications that Tahban is 
softening its stance. According to Elizabeth 
Winter, chairperson of the British Agencies 
A^ianistan Gtotxp, an tcmbrella group of 
nongovernment organizations, the Taliban 
government in rural parts of Herat 
province has begun letting women work 
outside their homes in such occupations as 
health education and animal husbandry. 
Progress hke that may be slim comfort to 
women who used to be university profes- 
sors. But Winter insists it is progress. 

Even so, the immediate trend seems to 
be away from moderation, not toward it. 
The Taliban's origin is a mystery. Many 
Af^ians say the group began two years ago 
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Fear and confusion over the new 
regime's edicts have kept many women 
doctors and nurses away from their jobs 



among a group of rehgious students who 
set out to avenge the rape of a local woman 
by a gang of mujahedin. Emboldened after 
killin g the rapists, the students went on to 
seize control of Kandahar. The new group's 
appeal to common decency attracted thou- 
sands of young Afghans who were fed up 
with the banditry and treachery of other 
mujahedin factions. Foreign relief agencies 
in ICandahar say the group never kept 
women aid workers from doing then- 
jobs— even in male-dominated fields like 
civil engineering. But the closer the group 
approached the capital, some observers 
say, the stricter its policies became. 

Are the Scriptures on Taliban's side? 
Asked about his group's attitude toward 
women, a fighter named Abdul Bari gives a 
terse reply: "The holy Koran says, Woman, 
thy place is in thy home'." End of topic. In 
places like Kuwait women cannot vote; in 
Saudi Arabia they are forbidden to drive 
cars— but no one prevents them from hav- 
ing jobs. In rural Pakistan, where many 
Taliban members attended rehgious 
schools, most women's social roles and 
dress these days are aU but indistinguish- 




able from those ordained by the new 
regime in Kabul. 

Yet Pakistan's own prime minister, Be- 
nazir Bhutto, is a woman who was educat- 
ed at Harvard and Oxford. Women inmany 
other Muslim countries say sexual discrim- 
ination has no place in their religion. The 
first wife of the prophet Muhammad, a wid- 
ow named Khadija, was a successful cara- 
van operator in Mecca. His favorite wife, 
Aisha, directed troops in battle from the 
back of a camel. "It is not un-Islamic to uti- 
lize the brains and energy that God has giv- 
en women to build a nation, especially one 
that has been decimated by a long war," 
says Sharifah Hapsah, vice president of 
Malaysia's National Council of Women's 
Organizations. It's an open questirai 
whether Afghanistan's new rulers wiU dis- 
cover constructive roles for women outside 
the home. Tlie only certamty is that if 
the population is kept from helpii^ 
whole effort is doomed. 

With Rod Nordland and To.\-Y Clifton 
in Kabul, Sudarsa.n" Rachavan in Herat, 
Carla Power in New York and Ron Moreau 

in Bangkok 
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Bamlyan Journal 



The Great Buddhas Wait, Knowing Nothing Lasts 



3yiOHK¥. BURNS 

3AM: YAN, Afghanistam, Cci , 15 ~ 
!- ;hc 20 YCiti'S, tne Grsai Bud- 
Uitrifl or iiiimiyiin h;;ye iliiK:! siJiiiii 
'ii.-niiriC^s togre^t lurb-jlenci; in uii". 
viiiicy hiyy, ii) rhe iitndu Kiish. 

i- ir;r, ihcrc Hit occupation oi 

iruopi WHO swepi mtc Aighiir.b-iun ni 
I'/T'i. Then Lh'jrt; 'ile sbb and 
flow 0' ! i^e ai-jiiic£ of the Atsiiap fnu- 
jahou^on, iJie Heif-scylcd hsiy wfii'- 
rlcrs -xhs tlrO^eil^ kussisju: ouL bc- 
ters 1 2j'.ifiR io fi^tme among ibcm- 
?.s;ve-i. .More rci-t;nii>-, ['r.ere has been 
I".*: arrival o; ii ni;-* \v;'ivf: fit reiugecs 
from mi; righting, mulriij r;'o:n rrse 
Hii/.iir:'i rtiinQfir^' whc h-ivy yrwinml- 
i;i tlie vaii&y for ci-'niuriii;;. 

Wilh uri impas.'ivenass cnhimCiiCl 
whcr. a i3L;i-c.cr:IiJi"y A'ghari kins ur- 
aered ihcir MonffOi-iitif: f Jce; sliced 
O.'t, i.lie rwo muiiivc Siinil'.ione Hud- 
dlK'-S. 1 n!l and ;25 Icut hij;li, Have 'seen 
rr.iiniiullufi anv-iea nimy times In 
die i,7C0 years liiey have stood hero. 

In the lath cuniury. Gengh's Khan 
pas:;td thi'dugh Baraiyanonhiaajn- 
QUfirit cf Aiiu, iinU ptii5lsl;«J tlia peo- 
pK' iwi'fi for liieir resisiuace by Ki'l- 

But even if nOiliiiig ii) recent times 
has .-nacchwl ifiai cataniity. ihcruh 
icrncijiinj', especially melancholy 
i&cu: :he Etmc uf i.he Quddiiaa nc*-. 

1 he rc;stGr;itinn -worH ijliiJer way !n 
ii-id iSTC's. icd by IndlSii 3rc!i6L;!o- 
2.i3t£, r.a£ became y. distant KiemQry, 
I ^rtd Uie SuddhaK iiitve resumed the 
' rieKifis and crumbling iftat began 
I wastir.i; ihclr prlmai glar>'. and ihe 
' red znil blue euifl geld emboUiah- • 
; mcnts ihar were the pndo of ihe an- 
cient Buddl'ilsi world, ceniurles be- 
, fore thu pwSSSge ol Genghis Khun, 
High iiiop Ihe sandstone mttaslf 
where the 3\id(lhas are carved, the 
twin btirrcls 0' an antiaircraft gun 
and a riutterlnj? 'lag testify that 3u- 
miyan, and the Buddhas. are still 
cfl!)r.ive tQ the current AJglien war. 

Bcicw, in the nlcho where ;he larg; 
er ol the VHO &vddhas stand:., caves ' 
diai once served as hornes tor Bufr 
dhiat manks are imi slacked with ar- 
tillery shells. Twiated remoastsof 
SovH^ ;mmm ^dg^ ju-eusod to 
shore up pans of iche nk±e waU 
around the Gr«a; Buddhaa' fiiet 

In smaller niches set back from 
the Buddhiis, mojaJiedeen warriors 
tiave inscribed iheir names. "Abdul 
Ghanl wus here," one wrata In Por- 
3ian, the iangu&ge of ihe Tajik mi- 
riorlty In Afghanistan, A few teet 
sway, the waste Of war blew about In 
r'r'.ii autumn gusts, pieces of sacKmg 
Irom i^rniten sandbags mixing !ntt-ie 
Liir wi:n tern appllration fonns Tor 
ihu mujaheUeeri battalion^ that once 
musu.^red licre. 
Firiher aioni; the sandstwii fi^e. 
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A new wave of refugees have sheltered near t 
wars aver theif l , 700 years. Hazara men wash 



hs Great Buddhas of Bamiyan, which have witneased countless 
clothe* near one of the BuddhM. which soar mort; tKaii 120 itct. 



refugee families hnvs moved into 
smaller caves that cr.ce toasted Isss- 
!:r B<;<:i3has of their own. Per these . 
tno poor to build new walls un(! tool's 
across ihe mouths 2i the caves, there 
are screens Of Sflgfiins iackclooi, 
ar.a wood fires bclcbir.2 black smoke 
Into *e pristine mouniflin air. 

Mostly, the refugees ara famiiies 
from Kabul, the Afghsr. cspltai, 
wJiere Karta Sch, a sprawiirg suburb 
aa; was home to tens i,»50U9er!d5 trf 
HiuOTfiS, was blasted to tudblt in (he 
f^hting In the lasi three yg&re. 

"We are UvlRg UKesaittlsii." ssld 
£ young Muslim woman v^>o gave 
Her nsme'aa Mozlalv squattfng or. 
Uie ground with a beby before the 
cave that is now her home. 

with the first snowfi cresting 'Jie 
peaks of the 10,fiD0-fuo: mountains 
chat credle BamJya.n, where Is'am 
supplanted Buddhism mere than 
l.CCD year-> ago, Maziah sold she and 
Quhcrs living ir the cavofcarijd the 
onset of Winter. 

'"Only God C3n save us," she said. 

Before the Soviet occupation, the 
Uuddhas were ens s- Ths greatest at- 
tractions m Cftfitral ASiS. Eachycsr, 



lens Of thousands of people came 
here from all ever the worlC So few 
fereignei'.? f-ave reached Bamlyari 
during the yeftrs of war, and so few 
.Afghans who are no: invading troops 
or war refugees, ih st new visitors be- 
come celebrities. 

Local residents say a wuve ol joy 
spread through the valley this niQnth 
«( the arrival of a Japansse ma:i who 
was taltsu ic fae the first wurlsi since 
1Q79. The enthuaiaaai waned when it 
- turned out ^idt 018 vJaiasr wcs a rC- . 
porter tor Aaekl Shlisbun, the Sspe.' 
nesen^spaper. 

The ISO'tnile journey BiOQg dirt 
roads from iCabul can take days. Ttts 
vuiieys are apatdhworkof etlinie 
fiofs, With Haz&ra militias hera, Ta- 
jik mllUiaa there, many guarded at 
checkpoint by boys, barely teen- 
agers, wavir.g Kal 9 shrikov rifles. 

For the two TYiililcr. Kazaraa In Af- 
ghanistan. Bamlyan'3 remoteness is 
Uoth a blessing und it CUrse. Aa Shihe 
Wdslims, with antecedents thac go 
Sacii to .Mongcls who Seflied Here af- 
ter Genghis i-Ihan, they h.ive grown 
hardy tn the strjggio to si.rvive in a 
country where S5 perccni, of the 





Hie yew Yorti Tlqia 



For the HaiaartS, Bamiyan'a re- 
mot^teftt is a tdeasing and a curse. 

csuRtry'-'i Jfl million people are Siinnl 
MusUriis. 

The dastruciion of Xartc Sch, the 
ZszaiH district oJ Kabul, mostly by 
t??e forces of Ahmad Shaft Me«soud, 
a Tajik leader. WM one recent dlaaa- 
:sr. Ths capture cf Knbul three 
'.'.".•t'Ki ap.o t)y the Taliban, a Sunnl 
niGvemenl ihs: has been hostiie to 
Hiiitirtii. was another. 

.N'ow I."; wypcii cf elde.''s wno icad 
the Eci-iui Wandat, tne largest oi sev- 
eriil Hftsera pciitical factions, hus 
decided (hst Bamlyan Is thconly 
safe rsdoiibt. 

The new Bamlyan, already build- 
ing, will have an tiirport,abnlversity 
and a nev/ bazaur. According to Aya- 
toilah Mir HuSE&ln Parwani, a Mus- 
lim cleric who is 00 the Wahdat coun- 
cil of elders, the Hazeras, who have 
close roUgiouS a.nd political ties with 
Iran, wl!' also encourage links to the 
West, eapecially a renewed flow of . 
tourists.' 

"If yen waL-jt to know Vfhy the Ira- 
nian eyatoUahs are angry with the 
West, you must e3ic tHe-ii,' ' AyatoUib 
ParTBPi aald. "Aa for Wahdat, we 
want 80c4 re'iatioos with the whole 




Spiendid iSflttfUdn: Forces loyal to Abdul Rashui Dostum standing guard at the Salang Tunnel, the gateway to their stronghold 



AFGHANISTAN 



Enemies of Enem ies 

An old pillager becomes a new pillar of resistance 



By Steve LeViki 

a month ago, afghans saw abdul 
Rashid Dostum as rapacious and 
tmpredictable— the worst of their 
many warlords. Then came the Tal- 
iban militia,, sweeping out of the south to 
seize the capital, KaM, md impose a radi- 
cal vision of Islam on most of Afghanistan. 
Now Dostum has been reborn as a savior, 
or at least a lesser evU. In his northern 
stronghold last week, Dostimi signed an 
a^eement to unite with the former gov- 
ernment forces of Ahmed Shah Massoud, 
who had abandoned the capital to the Tal- 
iban. Massoud decisively re- 
pelled a Taliban advance last 
week, and his new ally of con- 
venience promised to back him 
up mihtarily if need be. "My 
forces haven't attacked the Tal- 
iban—yet," the b^rish Gener- 
al Dostum told NEWSVi^EK. "If 
Massoud comes under too 
much military pressure, if he 
comes under too heavy an at- 
tack, I will support him." 

The myriad armies and shift- 
ing fronte d Afgjian civil 
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war had resolved into a simple equation: 
the Tahban on one side— and everybody 
else on the other. The tens of thousands of 
troops under Dostum and Massoud are 
fighting for the traditions of the nordi— 
Dostum is an ethnic Uzbek who receives 
strong support from neighboring Uzbek- 
istan—against the southern Pushtxm lead- 
ers of the estimated 25,000-strong Taliban, 
which receives backing from Pakistan. 

The two sides also have competing vi- 
sions of Islam in their areas of control. 
From thefr roots in rehgious schools of the 
rural south, tihe Taliban is rapidly turning 




the clock back to the seventh century and 
the dawn of Islam, requiring women to 
wear the veil, men to grow beards, and re- 
jecting much of the modem world— in- 
cluding television. By comparison, Dos- 
tum's capital, Mazar-i-Sharif, has become 
a haven of freedom and tolerance for Af- 
ghans fleeing the Taliban. Young women— 
wearing veils only if they choose— have 
flooded the city; some 1,8CK) of them attend 
the only university in the coxmtry still open 
to female students. 

Mazar-i-Sharif is a bustling stop on the 
re-emerging trade routes between South 
Asia, the Middle East, Central Asia and 
China. The bazaars overflow with imports 
from all over the world, with many of the 
goods flown in via Abu Dhabi, a tax-free 
zone, aboard Dostum's own Balkh afrhne. 
Shoppers can find li^twei^t sateUite 
telephones, VCRs, French perfume, skin 
lotion and cologne— even Russian vodka 
and German beer. "In Kabul, the Taliban 
spend their time bursting into 
people's homes and taking 
thefr cassettes and movies," 
said local mefdhant Moham- 
mad Zafar. "What kind of 
crazy government is that? 
This is a move badcwards. 
With Dostum, look how 
free it is." 

Few could have foreseen 
Dostum's rehabflitation. Dur- 
ing the late 1980s and early 
1990s, Dostimti was a general in 
the communist regime. He led 
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Afghanista 

LENOX, Massachuscas — The last 
few weeks have witnessed another 
step in the dissolution of Afghanistan, 
wluch has never been much more th^a 
buffer between empires, and whose fra- 
gile alliance of ethnic groups was nvcn 
by Soviet occupation and civil war 

Unlike the 19th century s Great 
Game" fought between the Russians 
and the British over access to the warm 
waters of the Indian Ocean, the current 
fighting in Afghanistan has htUe geo- 
political significance. 
War has become an end in itself, and 



wS iTln^L the Mciuls gave way to . i^Jj^S^ Sntroi the north- men^ have reopened f «dm^c^ 
the Sikhs and then to the Bntish. . Tne ^f^i^^rTlZri^ Abdul van route through southern Afghaniswn 
Bvmc^Om century. AfghanistaA , wcst.f d^^J^u, S kdby to Iran. Thus although Pakistanis un- 



ingfiiT state. But Pakistan. Uzbekistan r'/^"' no cOiic «oup may be strong ^ 

inisun'ibatufng factions are un- »f'«r»Vf^!,°' " lirfoos movement. 
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Kabul refugees 
forced back by 
Taliban guards 

?J&^^ By AlexSpIIHusIn Kabul i^llCT^i 



THE Tafiban Islamic militia 
and the Uzbek warlord 
Abdul Rashid Dostam held 
talks yesterday to try to end 
the Afghan factional war. 

The peace talks, in the 
northern town of Mazar-i- 
Sharif, were also attended by 
Karim Khalili, leader of the 
Hezb-i-Wahdat faction rep- 
resenting Shia Muslims. 

They followed an ultima- 
tum delivered to the Taliban 
by a third factional leader, 
General Ahmed Shah Mas- 
soud, telling the group to 
leave the capital, Kabul, or 
face a bloodbath. 

Massoud, commander of 
the former government's 
forces, said the Islamic fun- 
damentalists "risked blood- 
shed and destruction" if they 
remained in the capital they 
captured less than three 
wt;eks ago. 

Many Kabulis are not wait- 
ing to find out if his threat is 
carried out. 

Hundreds of vehicles 
loaded with people and their 
belongings tried to leave the 
city for the north yesterday, 
only to be turned back at a 
Taliban checkpoint a few 
miles beyond the city. 

Those that were not 
stiuashed inside the buses 
gripped anything solid on the 
outside, or perched on roof 
racks, with their worldly 
goods in sacks between their 
legs. 

Market traders with boxes 
of fruit decided to quit Kabul 
without trying to sell 
anything. 

The Taliban guards said 
they were being turned back 
for their own safety. Only a 



few lucky ones were allowed 
through, opting to try to 
make their way through the 
lines of the advancing army 
rather than sit waiting for 
Kabul to burn. 

One minibus was full of 
Hazaris. Shia people from 
the province of Bamyan, who 
said they could could not 
bear the prospect of life 
under the fundamentalist 
Sunni Taliban. 

A man travelling with his 
wife and three children said: 
'We are tired of all these dif- 
ferent rulers. There is 
always fighting." 

He had closed his vehicle 
spare parts shop and had no 
work to go to. "At least we 
can have peace." he said. 

Others were Tajiks — Mas- 
soud's ethnic group — who 
also feared for their lives. 
"They will fight soon, I know 
they will." said a young man 
standing by a bus. a young 
daughter in each hand. "If 
we are in the city the Taliban 
will hurt us Tajiks." 

The immediate Taliban 
response to Massouds 
threat was a single air raid on 
the town of Jabul Seraj. 
According to a BBC reporter 
on the scene, it caused little 
damage, but thousands of 
civilians left the area. 

The verbal retort was pre- 
dictably bullish. Amir Mo- 
taqi. Minister of Information 
and Culture, said: "This type 
of ultimatum has no signifi- 
cance. Killers will not be 
allowed to return to the 
streets of the city." 

"We have the power to 
defend Kabul and it.s people, 
with the aid of God." 
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The Returnoftlie Lion 

Russia's finest troops couldn't defeat Ahmed Shaii 
Massoud. Can the Tahban hope to do any better? 



By Steve LeVixe 

m HMED SHAH MASSOUD HAS RETURNED 

It to the house his grandfather bmlt m 
HL\fghaiustans forbidding Panjsbr Val- 
. lev. The house overlooks the river in Jan- 
gdak. a mud-and-straw village of roughly 
200 inhabitants about 100 kilometers north 
of Kabul. The Lion of the Panjshir, as the 
mujahedin commander 
was knov,-n during the 
Russian occupation, came 
back to his old stronghold 
last month, bringing his li- 
brary of 3,000 or so vol- 
umes with him. Btit he's 
not here to read or to stay. 
Massoud's troops have al- 
ready begun thar drive to 
retake the capital from the 
Islamic radicals of the Tal- 
iban militia. With his 
troops poised on Kabul's 
outskirts last week, the 
former Afghan defense 
minister wsffsed &e city's 
new rulers to leave or be 
ready to die. 'Tou can call 
this more or less an ulti- 
matum," he told 
Newsweek. 

Massoud doesn't make 
idle threats. Other Afghan 
forces may be better 
armed than nis, but no one 
equals his miMtaiy skill. 
He had never lived in the Panjshir when he 
took refuge in his family's ancestral valley 
after the 1978 communist takeover. But the 
inhabitants liked the young former engi- 
neering student's style. He ralHed them to 
the resistance cause and organized his re- 
cruits into siml, mobile guerrilla units. 
Unlike most other mujahedin, Massoud's 
fighters developed the knack of operating 
rffectively far firom their homes. It was a vi- 
tal skill; the Soviets began destroying entire 
villages in their effort to eradicate local re- 
sistance. All told, Moscow sent seven ma- 
jor expeditions with some of its best equip- 
ment and fighters to capture the vaUey 
duriag the 10-year occupation. Each time 
they returned to their bases in defeat. 

Massoud's battlefield brilliance eventu- 
ally brought him to an arena where he had 
no slM whatever. In 1992, three years after 
the Russians finally quit and went home, 
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their Afghan puppet regime fell, and Mas- 
soud rode triumphandy into Kabul. He and 
other mujahedin leaders spent the next four 
years alternately trying to kill one another 
and attempting to form a working govern- 
ment together. It's hard to say which did 
more damage: the shooting or the govem- 
ii^. M^ssoutf s aides complain that some 




Leave or be ready to i«e: Often outgunned, but sddom outsmmted 




former mujahedin leaders ran their min- 
istries as personal fiefdoms, robbing theu: 
enemies, enriching their fidends and feed- 
ing their own lust for power. The pubhc's 
anger at such abuses helped win recruits 
for the Taliban's reformist cause. The Is- 
lamic law espoused by the former seminari- 



ans may be harsh, but many Afghans liked 
the peace the Tahban brov^t with them. 

Yet the Taliban's pretensions of Islamic 
"purity" gall Massoud. Five times a day his 
men pause fix)m their duties to prostrate 
themselves hx prayer, just as the Tahban's 
fightei*5 do. His brand of Islam is far torn 
permissive. His enemies have hated him 
not for his ideology but for thwarting their 
hunger for power. Most Af^ban leaders 
don't conceal their cutthroat ambition. The 
rival mujahedin leader Gulbuddin Hek- 
matyar spent three years besieging and 
bombarding his former comrades in arms 
in Kabul until they finally agreed to make 
him prime minister. His men had begun 
ambushing and killing Massoud's fighters 
even before the Russians left Afghanistan. 
Yet when Kabul fell to the Taliban, Mas- 
soud helped spirit Hek- 
matyar out of Kabul tc 
safety. 

Vague plans Massoud 
himself shows scant inter- 
est in power. Sometimes 
he talks to friends about 
what he would do if peace 
came: perhaps start f 
small business, he says, o: 
maybe run for Parliament 
Last week he expressec 
vague intentions of doing f 
better job in Kabul if he 
succeeds in driving thr 
Taliban out. "We will tr 
to solve our problem 
through negotiation," h 
says. "Let the people mak 
their own destiny." 

Still, his military think 
ing seems as keen as eve: 
The less experienced Ta 
iban commanders hoote' 
conten^tuously at hc^ 
swiftly he pulled his force 
north out of Kabtil la= 
month. But he got his men out as a uni 
They hauled as much armor and munitior 
as possible into the Panjshir Valley an 
then dj-namited the entrance, sealing it o 
against any attempt to pursue them. The 
they regrouped and waited. Down the high- 
way toward Kabul, war-weary villagers 
first appeared to welcome the advancir. 
TaHban fighters as bringers of peace. Bi 
after only a few days under the mihtia 
control, the locals rose up gainst the 
harsh new rulers. Massoud's forces pushe 
southward again, driving the Taliban bac 
to the outskirts of Kabul. Late last wee 
heavily armed troops Iqyal to another . 
Massoud's old enemies, Gen. Abd 
Rashid Dostum, joined forces with him ar 
pushed on toward Kabul Massoud may y . 
succeed in moving his book collection ba* 
to the capital. But peace still seems i 
away. 
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Hanging 
Fire 



The victorious Taliban have stamped their hardline 
Islamic-fundamentalist authority on Kabul, but the civil 
war is far from over. The spectre of ethnic division 
continues to haunt the country. 



Atvned HastM in Islamabad 

The words "Kabul has fallen" have 
been heard at regular intervals 
throughout Afghanistan's bloody 
hist<»y— -and on eaeh c^casion, they have 
sent ripples of anxiety across Central and 
South Asia. Those ominous words rang 
out yet again on September 27, as the 
hardline-Islamic Taliban militia seized the 
ancient dty from the forces of President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani. Once more, the 
reverberations could be felt far beyond 
Afgharustan's borders. 

Amid the trepidation, however, there 
was a tinge of hope. Afghanistan-watch- 
ers as far afield as Washington speculated 
that the Taliban may finally have a shot 
at controlling the whole country — and 
thereby, perhaps, ending the civil war. 
Kabul itself greeted its new masters with 
a measure of optimism — at the very least, 
many Kabulis reasoned, the daily shell- 
ing of the city would end. 

But in Afghanistan, optimism is very 
often misplaced. Although the Taliban 
control much of Afghanistan (see map on 
page 18), their enemies are far from van- 
quished. And even in areas where the 
militia hold sway, traditional ethnic rival- 
ries make reconciliation improbable, if not 
impossible. Besides, the Taliban's funda- 
mentalist Islamic a^inda is unlikely to go 
down well with the cosmopolitan popu- 
lation of Kabul. Indeed, some analysts pre- 
dict A%]buii^an iwii}l be torn apart before 
peace arrives. 

"The Taliban are hopelessly inflexible 
and reject alliance across the ethnic and 
poUtical divide," says a senior Western 
diplomat in Islamabad. "They want to 
impose their own rule everywhere, and 
thaf s a recipe for further disaster." 

For Kabuhs and Afghanistan's neigh- 
bours alike, the first days of Taliban rule 
offered disquieting insights into the mili- 
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tia's Islamic agenda. The Taliban's day of 
victorv was marked bv an execution of 
chilling brutality. Seizing the former 
Soviet-backed President NajibuUah and 
his brother from their refuge in Kabul's 
United Nations compound, miHtia fight- 
ers beat them senseless, then strung their 
bodies from a gatepost by the Presiden- 
tial Palace. 

NajibuUah's abduction from the UN's 
protection made it clear that the Taliban 
play by their own rules. As one of the 
group's leaders told the Review: "We 
believe in Allah, not international diplo- 
macy." 

TTie day after NajibuUah's hanging, the 
provisional Taliban government imposed 
strict Islamic law on the city — ^just as it 
had previously done in Herat and 
Kandahar. Women were forbidden to 
work and girls' schools were closed. Male 
civil servants were ordered to ctow 





Burhanuddin Rabbani is down, but not 
nec^sarily out 
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Kabul's new conquerors. 

beards. Music, dancing, television, gam- 
bling and games such as soccer and kite- 
flying were banned. Analysts predicted 
these measures would soon provoke 
resistance from Kabulis, whose wartime 
hardships have been tempered by social 
freedoms. 

The capital is also likely to be riven by 
ethnic and linguistic divisions. "The 
Taliban all speak Pushto, the language of 
the Pashtims, while the Kabuhs are mostly 
Persian speakers," says an Afghan ana- 
lyst in Peshawar. "There is great poten- 
tial for conflict." 

Ethnic rivalries will also play out across 
the country. The Taliban are predomi- 
nantly Pashtuns, while forces aUgned with 
newly ousted President Burhanuddin 
Rabbani and his miHtary chief, Ahmad 
Shah Masud, are Tajiks. The army of 
independent warlord Gen. Rashid Dostam 
is predominantly Uzbek. The Shia Hazara 
community, which holds a small chunk 
of central Afghanistan and opposes the 
Sunni Pashtuns, could forge an alliance 
vdth the Taliban's other enemies, analysts 
say. 

The forces opposed to the Taliban are 
in full flight, but they are not quite down 
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and out. Rabbani and Masud have 
retreated to the northeastern provinces, 
from where they will seek to fight back 
with venom. In the north, Dostam is likely 
to mount stiff resistance to the militia. 
Both Masud and Dostam have been sup- 
plied with weapons, fuel and cash from 
Russia, Uzbekistan, India and Shia Mus- 
lim Iran'— all of whom are fearful that the 
Taliban have Islamic-expansionist ambi- 
tions. 

Those supplies will now come in 
handy. "We have enough fuel, ammuni- 
tion, weapons and stocks of food in readi- 
ness outside the city to carry out a guer- 
rilla war for more than a year if we ever 
have to leave Kabul," a senior officer of 
Masud's army told the Review in June. 

For the moment, however, the 
Taliban have the upper hand— and 
the psychological advantage. The 
group's administrative prowess may be 
in doubt, but its mihtias have, after shaky 
beginnings, proved to be fearsome fight- 
ers and shrmd strategists. 

Indeed, the Taliban have clearly come 
a long way in the two years since their 
formation. When they first poured out of 
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the madrassas — Is- 
lamic schools — and 
refugee camps of 
Baluchistan and Paki- 
stan's North-West 
Frontier Province, 
few believed the 
Taliban leaders' 
pledges to end the 
civil war and impose 
strict Islamic law 
across the country. 

But, fired by reli- 
gious zeal, the mili- 
tia swept through 
much of southern 
and western Af- 
ghanistan within a 
year, conquering the 
major cities of Herat 
and Kandahar. Arriv- 
ing at the gates of 
Kabul last summer, 
they laid siege to the 
city, shelling it almost 

daily. 

Initially, the at- 
tacks from the north- 
ern, southern and 
western approaches 
to Kabul were re- 
pelled by Masud's 
well-entrenched 
troops. Then, on 
August 25, the 
Taliban launched a 
surprise offensive 
against the eastern 
city of Jalalabad. 
The Jalalabad 
Shura, or ruling council, which had pre- 
viously remained neutral in the Kabul- 
Taliban confUct, collapsed into bitter 
infighting. One faction wanted to wel- 
come the militia while the other supported 
the Kabtil regime. The pro-Taliban ele- 
ments won out, and the militia marched 
into Jalalabad on September 10 without 
firing a shot. 

Within a few days, the fighters were 
headed for Sarobi, 70 kilometres east of 
Kabul and defended by fighters loyal to 
Prime Minister Gulbuddin Hekmatyar — 
a rival Pashtun leader who had joined 
hands with Rabbani earlier this year. 
Sarobi, too, fell without a fight on Sep- 
tember 25, as Hekfixatyar's troops 4eserted 
to the Taliban. 

That left Kabul wide open from the 
east for the first time. The same evening, 
the Taliban mounted a lightning offen- 
sive, covering 70 klioiftetres in fust 12 
hours, to arrive at the gates of the capital. 
Afghan sources say Masud saw the writ- 
ing on the wan and began to vdthdraw 
his forces on September 26. With no seri- 
ous opposition, the militia swept into the 
city. For the umpteenth time in Afghani- 
stan's hMory, Kabul had falleft.. ■ 
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AFGHANISTAN 

Nervous 
Neighbours 

Taliban victory forces 
regional realignment 

By Ahmed Rashid in Islaini^ad 

Badly mauled by the Taliban, 
Ahmad Shah Masud's army has 
been forced back to the PaBjshir 
Valley, north of Kabul, where he laimched 
the first rebel action against the commu- 
nist goverrunent in Kabul in 1978. Masud, 
defence minister in the ousted govern- 
ment of President Burhanuddin Rabbani, 
"is now starting from scratch all over 
again," says an Afghan source. "He will 
never give up." 

Rabbani has declared the Taliban gov- 
ernment illegitimate and vowed to "con- 
tinue resistance until we remove it." But 
the Rabbani-Masud combine's ability to 
resist depends on international and 
regional support, and whether the Taliban 
are recognized abroad as the legitimate 
government of Afghanistan. And so far, 
other than Pakistani support, tiK«"e are no 
signs of that happening. In fact, Russia, 
Iran and Uzbekistan have expressed 
"deep concern" about the takeover of 
Kabul. Indeed, almost every country in 
the region, and some beyond, has its own 
axe to grind in Afghanistan: 

• The Uiuted States, according to a con- 
fidential State Department memo, believes 
India, Russia and Iran will rally aroimd 
Masud. Although no longer a major 
player in Afghanistan, the U.S. is keen to 
offset Iranian influence in the region. As 
such, it will be torn between supporting 
Pakistan, which is backing the Tahban, 
and not antagonizing Masud supporters 
India and Russia. In short, the U.S. is 
unlikely to have a coherent policy towards 
Afghanistan, especially in election year. 

Washington's request that the Taliban 
form a representative government is 
urilikely to be fulfilled, as the movement 
seems determined to exert total control 
over the whole cotmtry. 

• Iran is nervous for several reasons. The 
Tahban are not only Sunni but militantly 
anti-Shia and may well threaten the Shia 
Hazaras in central Afghanistan. Iran con- 
siders itself the protector of the Hazaras, 
who have fought against the Taliban. 
'This is a disaster and we strongly re^t 
it," said Iranian President Hashemi 
Rafsanjani. "We have repeatedly advised 
&e Afghans that war is not the right way 
to solve their problems, but unfortunately 
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they don't let go." 

Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati has met with his Russian coun- 
terpart Yevgeny Primakov at the United 
Nations, increasing speculation that Rus- 
sia and Iran would coordinate a strategy 
to counts* the TaUban. Iranian officials at 
the UN voiced fears that the Hazaras 
would be at risk. The Taliban have so far 
not captured the Hazaras' main strong- 
hold of Hazarajat. 

Iran has also supplied arms and cash 
to Rabbani, but that would be difficult to 
do now because tihere is no direct land 
link between Masud's forces and Iran. 
However, supplies could be redirected 
through Central Asia and Russia. 

But Teheran holds one trump card 
against the Taliban: Ismael Khan, the 
former governor of Herat and western 



SPLINTERED 
LANDSCAPE 

Who controls what In 
fractured Afghanistan 



will also detOTnine the degree of support 
from the Central Asian Republics. 
• India is convinced the Taliban is a 
■Pakistani creation, and will strongly 
support Masud and any new opposition 
alliance. Indian diplomats fled Kabul just 
before the takeover because they feared 
reprisals from the Taliban, who are 
strongly anti-Hindu. The Taliban have 
also supported the uprising in Indian 
Kashmir and India fears they may provide 
sanctuary and training to Kashmiri rebels. 
India will be a prime diplomatic mover 
to build a regional alliance grouping New 
Delhi, Moscow and Teheran to block the 
Taliban and support Masud. 

India expressed grave concern about 
the Taliban takeover. "Pakistan will now 
have more time to destabilize Kashmir 
because they don't have to work on the 





Area eontrolied by 

■ TaiRian militia 

O Buftonuddin Rabbani i 
Abmad Shah Masud 

ORasMdOfldam 



Back to square one: Ahmad 
Shah Masud looks north for 
support 



Afghamstan, and a Masud ally who was 
ousted by the Taliban last year. Ismael 
Khan still commands 8,000 men now 
camped in eastern Iran. Herat's Persian 
speakers are already seething against the 
Pashtun Taliban government and a major 
insuirection is reportedly being planned. 
If Iran judges the time is ripe, it could 
laimch Ismael Khan back into Herat. 

At the same time Iran's relations with 
Pakistan, already strained because of 
Islamabad's support for the Taliban, could 
degenerate further. Despite numerous 
meetings their conflict of interest in 
Afghanistan, heightened by the fall of 
Kabul, prevents real rapprochement. 
• Russia had backed Rabbani's govern- 
ment in Kabul and imm a Pakistani- 
backed Pashtun movement such as the 
Taliban would be expansionist, threaten- 
ing Russia's soft Central Asian underbelly. 

If Moscow decides to up the ante in 
Afghanistan, it will be relatively easy to 
continue supplying Masud's forces 
through Uzbekistan and Tajikistan. The 
degree of support that Russia provides 
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Afghan front," said Indian Foreign Secre- 
tary Salman Haider. 

• Pakistan is the only regional ally the 
Taliban can count on. A high-level Paki- 
stani diplomatic mission soon will visit 
Kabul, the first such delegation to do so. 
The strong Pashtun lobby in Pakistan 
wants to help the Taliban rebuild Af- 
ghanistan's infrastructure to forge links 
between Peshawar and Kabul. These 
Pakistani Pashtuns are also heavily linked 
to smuggling between Pakistan, Afghani- 
stan, Iran and Central Asia and have been 
one of the TaUban's principal financial 
backers. 

Islamabad is expected to quickly help 
to rebuild the Peshawar-Jalalabad-Kabul 
and Quetta-Chaman-Kandahar roads in 
the south and restore electricity and tele- 
phone lines. But it will have to temper its 
support to avoid antagonising India, Iran 
and Central Asian states. Pakistan will 
urge the Taliban to seek a settiement with 
the Tajiks and Uzbeks, but the Taliban 
have almost never listened to political 
advice from Pakistan. If Pakistan goes 
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with a purely pro-Pashtun policy then it 
can expect retributidn from Masud and 
regional countries. 

• Uzbekistan's President Islam Karimov 
has clandestinely supported his fellow 
Uzbek, Gen. Rashid Dostam, with tanks, 
aircraft and technical persormel. Karimov 
bdieves the six semi-autonomous, Uzbek- 
dominated provinces in northern 
Afghanistan provide a buffer against the 
spread of Islamic fundamentalism from 
Afghanistan. Karimov is likely to encour- 
age Dostam to link up with Masud to 
better resist any Taliban attempts to 
conquer the north. 

Uzbekistan, like the other four Central 
Asian Republics, fears an Afghanistan 
donrinated by the Pashtvm-fundamentalist 
Taliban. If the Taliban are prepared to be 
flexible enough to offer Dostam autonomy 
in the norrii, then they may find an 
ally in the Uzbek leader. But such 
flexibility is not expected of the 
Taliban, as any degree of Uzbek 
autonomy goes against their princi- 
ples of a unified Islamic state. 
O Turkmenistan, heavily depend- 
ent on Russian troops for its own 
security, was closely allied to Herat 
stiongman Ismael Khan. The gov- 
ernment was imnerved by Taliban 
occupation of Herat and other prov- 
inces adjoining Turkmenistan. A 
significant Turkmen population in 
western Afghanistan has historically 
been victimised bv the Pashtuns, 
and Turkmenistan feels it is their 
only protector. 

• Tajikistan, racked by civil war 
and with a government wholly 
backed by Russian troops, has been 
sympathetic to fellow Tajiks led by 
Rabbani in Afghanistan. Masud and 
Rabbani had developed close links with 
the Dushanbe government, but they also 
have strong links with the Islamic oppo- 
sition in Tajikistan that is attempting to 
overthrow the government of President 
Imamali Rakhmanov. If Russia decides to 
rearm Masud's forces, then Moscow will 
insist that Masud drop his support for 
Tajikistan's opposition forces and ally 
himself wholly with President Rakh- 
manov. In the short term, Masud would 
probably be prepared to do so l^Sause of 
his plight. 

Many Afghan Tajiks also support the 
idea of a greater Tajikistan — amalgamat- 
ing Tajik areas of Afghanistan with 
Tajikistan. That could become a real 
option if the Taliban force the Ta|3(s into 
a corner. However, Masud, an Afghan 
nationalist, opposes the idea. 

Some 15,000 Russian troops on the 
Tajik- Afghan border have been placed on 
high alert. "The situation right now in 
Afghanistan greatiy worries us. It obliges 
us to reinforce our external border," said 
Tajik President Rakhmanov. ■ 
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leadersiiip had iii inind for the ex- 
king in case he returned to 
AfghantstaiL 

The Zahir Shah option w&s re- 
Yived^^US Congressman Dana 
Robi&adier ^ho said last week 
during a viat here peace could be 
(inicki^ restored in Afghanistan, 
under an admmlstration led by the 
former king. 

The Repubilcan congressman 
said he would brief the former 
monarch Uving in Rome about his 
talks with Faddstani ofOdals and 
representtfhres of Afghan £actots« 
Following Rohrabacher*s state- 
ment, a sp(£»man of the Fbddstani 
'Afghanistan^ ^ . , fteelgn OfiBce said Islamiiad was 

^ 7'teace, jna«icc and order pteSy^ 
; pur /seas because ira have lnti^ 0 2ahhr Stah to power In Afghanistan 
?aiicrfaiyi«to f^govelfi^^ 
.<mMaihtepxincft)les,*aakiMutt«rf, try. . 

whoisin dttoge of ttiefe£(Riiiation x lite proposal has been piit for- 
wing of the Islamic mOttfau'^ ward In the past by various quaiten 

I Mnttajqi did not speD out what, .but was strongly opposed then by 
flc 'rolg;;dr-ptiMra^^^ Afghan mqjahideen factions. 



ISLAMABAD: The Taliban mUitia 
Wedn«5«i5y said it would welcome 
fbnner Afj^hian king Zafaa: 9iBh pfa^- 
big a role in the ieaoi^yteK^ 
landc law and peace in the war-nv- 
agedcoontry, 

*We invite not only Zahir Shah 
but also other Afghan personalities 
living in Europe to return and hdp 
estafilsh peace and Islamic order in 
Afghanistan^ said a TUiban leader, 
Amir Khan Muttaqi. 

Muttaqi saki the former king and 
aU his f»n&y tnsnbeis "are wdcome 
to visit TaUban-held areas In 



. Atgnan women 
march in protest 
against Taliban 

KABUL: Some 200 Afghan women 
marched through the streets of 
Kabul yesterday, to protest against 
the Wlban, accushig the Islamic 
milllla of violathig rights of women. 

The marchers, led l^the Af]^^ 
Women's Islamic Movement 
(AWIM), deUvered a protest note to 
the United Nations local oSlce. 

•{Afghan) Women have been 
faced with gross violations of Imman 
rights,* said the note, from AWiM 
chairman Amena Safi A&alL 

Ihe protest march was organised 
to coincide with the fust amuversary 
of the TWiban^s September 1995 
capture of the western provincial 
capital of Herat 

In Herat, as in other provinces 
under Taliban control, the Taliban 
mlUUil has reportedly closed girls* 
schools and banned women — witii 
the exception of son\e medical and 
Iiealth workera — from public work- 
piaceSw The protest lellez; addressed 
to UN Secretary General Boutros 
Boutros^hali demanded the UN of- 
fkiaDy condemn the TUiban for al- 
leged violations women's limits, : 
particularly In Herat It also de- 
manded the UN revive education for 
women'teareaa under lUlban con- 
trol and ban foreign interference in 

Af^hanten's-lmenu^ affohs. r<-AFP 




Taliban take over ^ 
mar TOthout resistance 



JALALABAD: Taliban captured 
Kunar province Saturday night lo 
complete their recent military s>vccp 
in eastern Afgiianistan and tckc ihcir 
tally of profvinccs under ihcir conrrol 
to seventeen. 

Kunar fen when "I^ban fighters 
I led by their military commander 
I Mullah Boijan entered the provincial 
I caplial, Asadabad, at 7:45 pm Satur- 
\ day night. Surprisingly, the Taliban 
= didn't meet much resistance all tlic 
way to Asadabad. 

During a trip to Khe\va, the last 
U)wn in Nai\grahar province on ilie 
edge of Kunar, this scribe saw seven 
tanks, some military veliicles and 

morian and ammuniijon captured 

by Miban, The expensive Land 
Cruiser owned by pro-Kabul com- 
mander Hazrat All. who offered brief- 
resistance to Taliban in Khcwa and 
his native Darraf-l-Nur valley, was 
.also captured by Taliban. The rotting 
body of a pro-government soldier 
killed in fighting wiUi the ad\'anclng 
Talibaji was laying unclaimed near 
Abdulkhcl on the road to Kunar. 



claim the body for burial . 

Earlier,, the TVUiban l^ndcd-ovcr 
four bodies of pro-government sol- 
diers killed in fighting at the mouth 
of Darra-i-Nur to their relations. 
Khcwa and Darra-i-Nur fdl Saturday 
aaemoon, enabling tiie Taliban to 
break through tlie government ftont- 
line and head for Asadabad. Taliban . 
fighters arriving from Kunar- valley 
told The News that Uicy receWed a 
warm welcome instead of any resis- 
tance at roadside towns like Kuz 
Kunar, Nurgal,. Chowki and Asadr 
abad. 

They said Umj TVdibail ClX^SSod 
Kabul river Sunday morning to oc- 
cupy Marawara and Sartaml districts 

un tlie border with Pakistan. They 
added tiiat TiiUlMin were now head- 
ing for Pech valley, a sLronghold of 
the Jamaat-ud-Da'awa-wa-Suiuiali 
party which earlier dominated tlie 
pro-Kabul administration In Kunar. 
nie>' claimed tliat tl\e former Kunar 
governor had sent a message from 

Continued on Page 9 



Afghan opium 
production 10 
times higher 

VIENNA CAFF) — Opium pro- 
duction in Afghanistan has sta- 
bilised for the first Lime since 
1978. although it remains 10 
times higher than it was then, 
the UN International Drug 
Control Programme (UNIDCP) 
said Wednesctey. 

The Vienna -based organisa- 
tion said in a statement that the 
stabilisation was probably due to 
a drop in opium prices after mar- 
kets in western Asia, western 
Europe and North America 
reached saturation point. 

A government-led anti-drug 
campaign and poor weather con- 
ditions ftirtlier brought aop pro- 
duction down to 2.200 tonnes in 
1995. 1.200 tonnes less tlian the 
year before. 

Along with Burma, Pakistan 
remains the world's largest pro 
ducer of opium and of its deriva- 
tives, with 55.000 to 58.000 
hectares (136,000 to 143.000 
acres) of opium pop{)y fields. 

The UNIDCP said that Afghan 
authorities, aided by a series of 
bilateral and multilateral pro- 
grammes, would need to increase 
efforts in order to bring the level 
of opium production down to 
about 200 tonnes a year, where it 
stood before the Afghan war 
broke out in 1978. . 



^^uunactl from Fage 1 

Pech valley that he was prepared to 
i surrender to Mibiui. 
* In Darra-i'Nur, women took 
refuge hi mosqu€.<« when *nilibaii en- 
tered the vajley and held copies of 
the Holy Quran in their hands to 
seek protection. Mullah Abdul 
Ghaiii, a Taliban commander said 
tilw^y told -the women and tlieir men- 
ftik iJiat Taliban would protect tlieir 
life and honour even al tlie cost tif 
their own lives. He said pro-Kabul 
commander IIa^^at Ali had warned 
tl\e people in Darra-i-Nur that Tal- 

• Iban would rape their women and 
Hoot their houses. 

! This correspondent also saw dei- 
iegations of people from Khcwa, 
j Darra-l-Nur and lower Kiuiar valley 
j arriving for nieeting with Tililwn of- 

• fickis to assure them of tlieir ail-out 
cooperation. Most of tliese delega- 
tions complained that tlieir former 
mtyaludeen rulers committed every 
crime against the popnlalioii and 
had turned into criminals. 

: Meanwhile, govenunenl war- 
planes bombed l^liban positioas on 
the Jalalabad-Kabul highway and in 
La^mian province. Tlicre wcix; also 



rc4)urls of fighting on tlie Sarobi 
frontline where tlic Taliban from 
their bases in Spine Thana were con- 
fronting government troops en- 
trcnclied near Wrekhmin T^gl. Ttd- 
iban ofHcials In Jalalabad also denied 
govenunent claims that their troops 
had advanced up to ti\e Surkhakan - 
bridge on tlic Jalalabad-Kabul road 
and contended that' instead tliey 
have' broken Uirough the govern- 
ment frontline near Masliali Kotal. 

AI'P adds: The Afghan Islamic 
Press (AlP) said at least five people 
were killed h\ two days of clashed 
between the Islamic militia and pro* 
government elements at Ifliewa Just 
outside Kunar. 

Tlie dead included a pro-govern- 
ment coiiimander, identified as Sltcr 
Afazal, the private information ser- 
vice said. Taliban's next m:\ior tar- 
get .Is expected to be 'Sarobi, a 
strategic stronghold of the Kabul 
coalition government of Prc^tident 
Burhanuddin Rabbani and Prime 
Minister Gulbuddin Hekmalyar. 
Sarobi is only 70 kilometers (43 
miles) east of Kabul. . 

Taliban sources said a top coim- 
cil of the militia had not yet given a 
final signal for a full-fledged assault 



on Sarobi, where tlie government 
forces have been beefing up their 
defences. 

Meanwhile, the key diy of Jalal- 
abad^ capital of Nangarhar, ha^ 
come under air strikes twice by gov^ 
ernn\ent Jets in the past week, which 
reportedly kfl 14 people dead, the 
Taliban official hi Kandahar said 
U\ere were rio casualties in :pie last 
raid on Friday as the bombs landed 
in an unpopulated area in the out- 
skirts of Jalalabad. . -. * 

The illegitimate, government will 
not be able to hitirnldate us by car- 
rying out such raids,* the otndal 
said. The recent surge in fighting 
has put UN mediation efforts in 
ATghanistah on hold and renewed 
Kabul's daims that Pakistan is pro- 
viding support to the Taliban, spark- 
ing fresir tensions between Islam- 
abad and Uie Afghan government 

Pakistan last week postponed a 
visit by a seizor oCfidal to Kabul to 
pave tlie way for reopening the Pak- 
istani embassy which had been 
burned in September 1995 hi a mob 
attack. Relations between the two 
neighbors had been improving fol- 
lowing the visit of a high-level 
Afghan delegation here bi August 
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Prof Shameem Akhtar 

he members of the 
Afghanistan Commit- 
tee set up by the 
Amnesty * * Interna- 
tibnal's Karachi Group, met 
the local-based Afghan Mu- 
jahideen factions and the 
Afjghaiiistan. Consul General of 
the . I Islamic Republic of 
Afghanistan and presented to 
them copleis of the AI's report 
on th^ human rights situation 
in the areas under their con- 
trol in that embattled country. 

We met representatives of 
the Talibaii on July 5 and 19, 
1996, tiie last meeting being a 
foUow-up of the lapidation oh 
July 11. of an Afghan couple 
for adultery ih Kandahar. We 
conveyed to the local repre- 
sentatives of the faction, iO^air 
Mahmoodullah; Amnesty*s 
grave concern over the lynch- 
ing of the accused, a punish- 
ment which was in flagrant vi- 
olation of the norms of 
civilised behaviour. But he jus- 
tified the punishment on the 
basis of the Qur'aan and Ha- 
dith, arguing that it had public 
sanction behind it. When we 
pointed out to him fhat the 
stoning to death of die adul-* 
terers and adulteresses was 
nowhere prescribed in the 
Qur'aan, Mahmoodullah shift- 
ing the ground, invoked the 
Hadith and the precedent dur- 
ing early Islaih. He, however, 
conceded that the jurists in 
Islam differed on this point but 
there was consensus among 
the ulema in Afghanistan that 
such punishment was manda:- 
tory. In the'ensulng argument, 
the Taliban spokesman also 
conceded that though the Tal- 
iban would mete out tHis pun- 
ishment to culprits in 
AfghJmistah, itcould not rieic- 
essarily be enforced iii p'thej^ 
. islariuc" countries wh^re iiif 
public opinion was hot pre- 



pared for corporal' punish- 



A more sensible view was 
expressed by the Hezb-i-Islami 
(Hekmatyai- group) represen- 
tative, ^i Jan, on Hudood in 
our separate meeting with him 
on July 15. He observed that 
the amputation of limbs and 
lapidation had not been or- 
dered by the 'Heib Authorities 
and such penalties had been 
deferred until the establish- 
ment 'of a full-fledged Islamic 
social order, Citing the prece- 
dent of Hazrat Umar, Ali Jan 
ksked: how can the state am- 
putate the limbs of a thief if it 
cannot provide the basic ne- 
cessities of. life Ip^thie individ- 
ual? Developing the argument 
Ali Jan raised the question of 
economic rights of the individ- 
ual such as the right to work, 
free medical treatment, hous- 
ing and educational facilities 
for all and suggested that the 
Aimiesty also monitor them as 
it does the cases of physical 
torture, suppression of dis- 
sent, extra-judicial killings and 
detention without trial' 

Ali Jan and Mahmoodullah 
both categorically denied the 
Amnesty's.. allegations that 
their regimes had perpetrated 
the above-mentioned offences 
and invited the Amnesty Inter- 
national's representatives to 
visit the areas under their con- 
trol. Mahmoodullah, the local 
Taliban chief,: particularly 
mentioned the treatment of 
the prisoner? of war by his 
group, adding that they are 
not fettered or chained and are 
well looked after. This could 
be verified, he said, by inde- 
pendent observers on the 
spot. He again assured us that 
the Taliban would be very 
happy to arrange visits by 
such observers. We then 
brought up the question of the 
seven members of the Russian 
crews captured last fall by 
downing the Ilushyn 76, a Rus- 
sian cargo plane, carrying 
arms and ammunition from 
Tatarstan to Kabul. Mah- 
moodullah recalled with bitter- 



ness the fate of hundreds of , 
thousands of Afghans missing ; 
in action and believed to be , 
still in the custody of the Rus- 
sians. He said that once the 

; Russians account for those 
missing Afghans, the rescue of 
the seven Russian crewmen • 
held as hostages could be ar- 
ranged. 

We requested the Afghan ^ 
Consul General, Mr. Basheer 
Ahmad, the "Taliban and Hezb 
spokesman, Mahmoodullah ' 
and Ali Jan respectively, to es: ; 
tablish human fights liaison 
groups under their jurisdiction ' 

; in order to contpare notes with ; 
Amnesty Jnternatibrial < and ' 
other human rights groups on 
the one hand and to take ap- 
propriate action to prevent the 
rights violations on the other. 
They all agreed in principle on 
the proposal. 

We raised the question 
of discrimination 
against women in the 
name of the Shariah. They all 
denied it and explained that 
they were opposed to permis- 
siveness, promiscuity, immod- 
esty and alcoholism, 
favoured the right to educa- 
tion and employment of 
women. According to them, 
the Afghan women could work 
as teachers, doctors and pub- 
lic servants while observing 
, the Hejab. Mahmoodullah in- 
formed us that women prison- 
ers were kept separately and 
under the supervision of the 
jailers of their sex. Ali Jan, the 
Hezb representative, said that 
under Islamic law, men and 
women were eiyoined mutual 
rights and obligations, none 
being superior to the other on 
grounds of gender alone. He, 
however, deplored the slanted 
repoftihg by Western media of 
. the closure of t±iema houses 
''•'by IheM'df the 'Afghan Prim^' 
';^Mimst€^;^t' Hfekinat^ay;:iri: 
fact the goviernment ' had 
banned &e eiiubition of films 
regarded as obscene by the 
Afghan isbiildards.' The cinema 



as such was a useful medium 
which could be utilised for dis- 
semination of information, 
promotion of education and 
social and moral uplift of the 
community. Therefore, -.'thei 
films which do not transgress 
the limits of decency and pub- 
lic morality are permissible. 

The Afghan Consul Gen- 
eral, whom we met on July 10, 
lamented the negative role of 
the Western media which seek 
to tarnish the image of the 
Afghan government because of 
its adherence to Islam. He, 
hoTyever, ^eed to convey the 
Amnesty's concern to his gov- 
ernment about the human 
rights situation under Kabul's 
jurisdiction and offered to co- 
operate with the Amnesty 
Group. 

We have succeeded in es- 
tablishing a rapport with the 
Afghan Consulate and the Mu- 
jahideen groups based in 
Karachi namely, Hezb-e-Islami 
and Taliban. We found them 
quite receptive to the 
Amnesty's point of view while 
denying their complicity in 
human rights violations in 
their areas. We called their at- 
tention to the charter of 
human rights in Islaiti pro- 
claimed by the 1983 QIC sum- 
mit, a document which is 
broadly identical with the Uni- 
versal Declaration of Human 
Rights. They expressed their 
whole-hearted acceptance of 
the Islamic hmnan rights char- 
ter, a useful frame of reference 
which can serve as a realistic 
basis for violations in 
Afghanistan. For no Mu- 
jahideen faction can r^ct the 
QIC human rights declaration. 

• We recommend that our 
committee should remain in 
constant touch with the loiqal 
Afghan Consulate and the Mu- 
jahideen representatives in 
; Karachi to keep the dialogue 
! going since this exercise may 
have a sobering influence on 
them. 
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KABUL (AFP) The ruling ^I.Th^te^nse bf ihe shooia-'of V;Was! Sue 16 
crjuncil of eaneni Nincjarhar /■ Jalalabad which until now has : Ahin^dzai Ul^>eOT^^^^^ 
province hon dlopnidied iroops '^dmaiilfed.heutral In the war be- .,<Khan KUchh ^^Jn^mbeL pf; the 
10 join pro Kabul fncUons defend- twcen the Taliban and Kabul jAzr a. fihOora.. J ^ ' - ^ 
ing ihelf teniiory against a was officially a result of Its da- ' .-Nairn KuchiiiaU^gedly Joined 
roliban militia oflvnnuy. aii offl- •s'cl6red i»ifimitnienVtd>e\mnVlng '/.thett^^^ 
o-Kil spokesman Saturday ' ^any:iggres3di Ironl fcr05sihg1ts 4;huriflliatibn.;ha suffered'at the 
-Ningarhar tnKjpv liavc been • t6rrit6{yi:lo: atlaclc.aholher iac- hand? of Kabul authorities in &n 
deploy^ in Hcsaiak to prevent :.aion.;if ^^'r^^ '^^'^^T f'^t /•ullsupcessfUliaispule over his 

Uie TajiJ>an's loi ward maich ' But a Kabul delegation headed • ? claim, to a mitiiaterial oosi; 
ihiough iheli tciritory."- said by Deputy 'Ptime' -Mimstet VN'ijMfaiiwhll^^ 
named, press 5;pokc5maii for lhe-\ Qiilbuddin Hila!.-»,whlch mwrnlyj,^-'! westfcf the bapltal Friday night 
Kabul prime ministry oifice. • ' visited Jafelabad^iiifeyAhavS. ipfc [Kdbul opyeriini$m.fprces.^ined 

Hamed confinniid that the piled ^some: pf^sure^oh rl^j^tj,* to hSve/icaplUie^ 
Taliban on Thursday captured ,C Abdul Qadlt;^the Ningarhkshoo^r: post* ^ 
A/ra. disirici centrfi ol the adja- ' ra leader, to t;iimb*ddwn"'fioin thd r'.lnd .tdHamdq.' r*^ ( ' ■ 

fence and Qedare his; allegiance * ' Ha. said 11 Tajliban were cap- 
• in the. cuireiil power striiggle.^ * * luted.aliVa «lon& with a.number 
in last Week's.Ualal'ab^id visit/ ,\df:assorted small arms and heavy 
Hilai was actDin&anied by Abdul • v weapons.- ' 
Bahmani the pferfenal fepresen-'- -' ':"';Th^ '.fighting appaieiitly was 
lative of Ahiiiad Shah Masood. •.- ,orl high ground to the east of the 
ihp miiitArv fiimnrtman h^hiftd * iTallbari-'cbnirolled DrbvinciW 



f::f'.i\l rjrovjnce of Loyar. 

A/.ra had been defended by 
Ahniadzai tribal rnililia forces 
loytiJ to the lie/.b-i islami faction 
of Prime Minister Gulbuddin 
ilekrnatyar. 

With the fail of Azra. the 
Taliban are now expected to ad- 
vaiKe on Hesarak. a district in 
v/estern Ningarhar 



the military" strongman behind ;?Taliban-'cbnirolled provincial 
Afghan PrBsldenlh&urhanuddln .;' capital of Maldan Shahr. Which is 
RabbanL ' ' ^ ^ • * ' : ^' locafed about 35 kllomedes (20 



r, which con- "The disulct of Hesafik is noW/i mll^ trom .Kabul .... . 
uois access to the national higfi- .rdefei^ded'b'y^a coriiblneaUofjflaH^:i|Q^fer^^ ^wm 
way connecting Kabur^lth /i riadai up-^fro'tii IJijf j JliBgar ' 



centre 
metres 



m liordur or the dlstflct - '^iThe ^ri^thg^gf Was teported 

of Saiobl. aliout 75 kilo- spokesman said the defeat erf the "J". dbi«l lb dvlUan traffic !^use 
{45 mStes) west of Kabul Hezb^Mslami defenders at Azra^: of the fighting.v ^ . ^ 



take ^ _ _ 

From Rahlmullah Yiisufza) 



PESflAWAR: More Uian 5,U00 
Afghans have taken refuge in fak- 
istan duritrg the past week In the 
Tvnke of fiEhtiiig Li tlie neighbouring 
Natigarliar prmince of Afghanistan. 

itustani Shall Moluiiand, amunLs- 
sioner Afghan refugees, NWFP, told 
TI»e Neva's here Tuesday Uuil between 
700 to 800 fanulics Jwd entered l^k- 
i5ian despite tlie dosure of TorkJiam 
clieckpost on Pakisiairs border with 

AfgiumisLHii. 

He said Uie .Afglian refugees were 
presenUy pultin^ up v.iUi relations 

ijirl friftufli iii.itifi imurvl Pftshiirir 
fi<» .<Hni{r a nnniuf r or refugees nncJ 

jippnwrhwl hiti office lo hr ucrnm- 

However, he didn l expect a large in; 
fliix of refugees' tlw lo thf dosrirr ni 
Toikliani b(»rtlei and niKo because 
pfiice was fast returning to Nan- 
g,'\rlmr 

lakiog Uh* m^emgr family siz*- 1<» 
bv of 5e\»en jierswis, Uie SOU newtj-- 



ge in 




arrived Afghan refugee famiiiea- the influx grew aftef Soviet invasion 

of tlie country in December 1979. , 
• MeanwhOe, a meeting held in Pe- 
shawar ha$ decided to-establlsh on 
emergency basis a new tamp for the 
fresh arrivals at Nasir Bagh near Pe- 
shawar. Na^ir Bagh akeady hosts a 
sprawling refugee camp where 
Afghans, .who fled to Pakistan after 
the Soviet mllilary intervention in 



make up ahout 5600 people. It was 
learnt that most of tltese families 
managed to enter Pakistan through 
unofficial crossing-points on the 
long ftik-Afglian border. 

Majority of the new arrivals 
couldn't bring most of their belong- 
hig.s as they fled the fighting trig- 
gered by Taliban's capture of Nan- 



gnrhnr and subsequent bombing of, their homeland and those wlio ts 
" ' ' capedaftcrinstallaikmof anyamic 

regime in Kabul in 1992, live shle- 
by-sidc 

The Teshawar meeting, held In 
the office of conunissioner, Afghan 

chief, J Moucl)t, and his staffers. An 

official taiuloul said Uio UNHCR 

agreed to provide tents, etc to meet 
tlie requlrcnicnte of new refugees. It 
said Ute nou*governnientaI oiganisa- 
lions (NGOs) would be requested to 
provide food and other bask assis- 
tance to the refugees to bv settled in 
Nasir Bagiu 



Jalalabad by Kabul regime war 
planes. P^mUy members of the de- 
posed ruling nnyahideen Shura In 
Nangarfuir. fearing reprfeals. also es- 
caped tti I'^kLslnn. 

Arrnrriinif fn nfflrlal fmjrp^ 

mnrr llian one milhon /Ughan 
refugees .sUil live in I'akunan, nuxsUy 

in NUTP aiid lijilwchistan. Om a 

mOlion refugees were reported to 
hnvr rrtunmd humr after the col- 
lajwe of Dr Niulbiillaii'.s go^'emnieiit 
in Kabul in April 1992. Pakistan re- 
cerved lis first hatch of Afghan 
refugees in 1978 wiien uonunuiilsts 
captured i)u><er hi Afglianistan but 



Najibullah: his 



Mansoor Akbar Kundi 

The dawji of Scpl<?mber 28 saw Uie 
Taliban capture Kabul, \hc scat of 
government ill Afgl^'uiLsUiii. ]( aiso 
witjiessed U^c end of Ihc cx-Pn»ddent 
of Afghanistan Dr, Najibnlliiii his brotlier. 
Bot!i were a-ssassinated by the Taliban in a 
jttost dastardly manner, U\cir bodies dese- 
crated jmd himg up for display 

Dr. Ni^ibullah who 'was Ihc President of 
Afgliaiiistati for :dx ycare from August 1986 
to April 1992, wlicn the People* s Democratic 
fturty of Afgliaiijistan (PDPA). later on named 
as \Wtan Party, lost control of the country. 
Since his resignation from office in April 
] 992, he y^'BS slicltering in tlic Afghan capital 
in tlic UN prentiscs. He was given refuge by 
the UN envoy in ATglmnistan, Benon Sevon 
for supporting tlie UN peace mission and re- 
signing for the sniootli trailer of power to 
Mi^^dccn. Ihs safety sought by tlie UN, jtjs 
assured by the rival Rabbiii and llekinatyar ' 
forces- 

Dr. Nj^ibuUali was a medical doctor by 
profession. He l)cl<mged to a PtL«?lito si)eaking 
tribe of Sulaimankliel, was bom in Zabul 
Province but grevi- up in Kabul, He studied ii\ 
Kabul University and in tlie USSR. He was 
among tlie thirty foundii\g members of the 
PDPA in 1965 who gatliered on the new 
year's day in "Hindd's house to form tlte parly, 
founder of which was late Noor Moliaminad 
"Kurakl N^bullah remained active in student 
politics and led a number of stuccnl and 
PDPA rallies against U\e King Zaliir's Inade- 
quate democratic refonns, and later on 
against President Mohammad Daoud, for 
whidi he was jailed twice. He was known as 
an intelligent and a capable troublesliootcr 
aniong the PDPA leaders. 

Dr. Nsyibullah was a soft spoken and 
cliariswatic personality. He was known lo 
have played an important role in influencing 
government officials — alt whn worked un- 
derground for the Saur revolution. Sa«r 
revolution (name of the montli in Afgloii cal- 
endar in wWch it took place) in April J 978 
inatkcd the beginning of a new dawn of so- 
cialist democracy against ll\e traditk>nal in- 
justice of Afglian monarchy under Zahir 5>hali, 
and autiioritananism under Sardar Daotid. 



Soon after U\e Saur revx?Iuiion» liis ix)lc 
became eminent in the new administrative 
setup. Dr. Najiljullali belonged to the Par- 
chmn (nog) section of Uie Pl^PA, wlUch wa.s 
dividtMi into two factions: Parchtim and 
KhQiq (masses). The division occurred in 
3968 over the policy matters. The group 
which supported cooperation with King 
Zahlr Shall was called Parxham, the those 
wlu) did not were ;taiTied as KhafQ. Tlie deatli 
of Noor Moliammad T^raki and HafizuUah 
Aimn, both from U\e Kfuilq faction, strengtli- 
ened the Parcham leaders position in top 
conunaj\d as Babiak Karmal, being of senior 
in rank in U\c Politburo became Secretary 
General of the party and President of 
Afglwnisfan. NiylbulLih wdS also a member of 
the Politburo. 

Barbrak Karmal» a iVchanU, soon after 
stepping into power, assigned N^ibuUali an 
hni^ortant position in tlie Kliad [Khidntrntri- 
Eadaal-irDoidiUi), tlie Afglian Intelligejice 
agency. lie was prnn»oted Director of the 
Kliad in 1981. N*\jibulhh Is believed lo liave 
promoted other Parchamis, and Khad was 
zealous in supi)ressing the opposition. Be- 
cause of the growing role of Nsyibullali in 
Kliad, tlicre was a bitter riN-alry between Na- 
jibullah and Sayed Muliamnuid Gulabzai, a 
Kiwiq .syirtpati\iser, who was minister of Ulte- 
rior and conmuindcr oiSamivdcy (defenders 
of Uie revolution) tlie National Gendarmerie. 
In 1 985, Ns^bullah was prohioted to tl\e sec- 
retary of the PDPA Central Committee. 'Die 
one senior fo liini in party aank was Kesht- 
nvuid, a Ilazara, however, was not acceptable 
to tlie Pashtoons and oUier nationalities. In 
liis new capacity. NjyibuUali was able lo excr- 
ci.se paity autliorlly over all security or- 
gans/agencies, and all hnporlant appoint- 
ments in defence and Interior ministries 
needed his approval. 

N^vjibuliah restructured gt^od relaUons 
with the Soviet Union, and succeeded in get- 
ling funds for development. He groomed a 
number of persons, known among tl\em was 
Rasliid Dostum who was given important as- 
signtnent? in defence forces. He was put In 
charge of the commisaon de:^gned for theare- 
crultment of tribesmen for the Afglian de- 
fence forces. Dostum was provided funds and 
moral support by the regime to recruit a 
large number of tribesmen from his native 



and fall 



province Jvw^an. De-'spiie Uie fact tiiai Na- 1 
jibullaJi n\et resistance from iiis Pdshlo speak- \ 
Ing generals for ailoning someone lo recruit { 
a non-I^^hto speuking militia, noncliieluss, \ 
Nj\}ibidlali ignored them. ! 

N^ibuilaii, compared to Babrak Karmai, : 
believed In conciliation for resolving the 
Afglian counter-revoluti<m, but it was too late 
for him, in January 1987, he ollered his pni- 
granime of "national reconriiiation". it in- 
volved three main elements, a sbc-month uni- 
lateral ceaseEre; formation of a government 
of national unity including reprcsenti'Jves of 
the opposition; and return ot relugees in Pak- 
istan, it was under N^'lbuUali, that in Novcm- ; 
ber 1987 a new con.stitution for Afghanistan 
was framed making Islam the ofndal religion. 

AlUiough tlie Witlidrawal of Soviet forces 
niade the Nf\)ibulla}i regime more vulnerable 
to the .Miyalildeen attacks, tlic PDPA forces 
did better beyond expectations in repulsing :: 
tlie attacks. The failure' of the Miyaludeen in 
Jalalabad and Kimarha liad raised the PDPA 
forces' profile, till 1992, when Do.stum and 
other generals defected. Dostum's defection 
came in Ftebruary 1992, His joinii\g thc.Mas- ■ 
soud-Habbani forces was a m<\jor blow to the 
N;\iibullali regime, as Dostum liad .^rved as 
hu> trusted man. Two factors are accomilable 
for Dasluin s defection: Rrst, Uie differences 
between tiie two liad widened after Njylbul- 
lah Showed his reluctance to provide funds 
for the continuance of his militia because of 
- tiie Soviet witlidrawal from AfglunUslan. 

Second, Dostum seemed ambiliuus for a 
fviture role in the new setup after the cdlapsc 
of tlie PDPA regime, for whk:h lie had worked 
clandestinely with the Rabbanl forces, for big 
• share iii power N^yibullah branded liim as the 
mo.st volatile and least trusted to bis own 

bcnefactOL 

Hie hanging in public of NjOlbuSah is a 
sad end for a person who was an appointed 
president and a highly intelligent inan. He 
was reputed to understand llie Afghan nation 
better Uian any otiier leaden Upon Ins resig- 
nation on April i 7, 1992, he was granted asy- 
lum in the UN compolind in Kabul, guaran- 
teed by the hnyahideen leaders, but the 
lyiban showed scaid respect for this pledge. 

The writer is Chairman, pdiitical science 
department, iBalochlstan Unlversil}^ 
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Taliban reverse 
anti-women 




KABUT.. (AFP) - Kabul's new Talibon leadership 
Tuesday unveiled a diornaiidaily sofler policy on 
women in the city it scj;^od live days ago. and was 
conciliaiory towards its main military rival 

A top militia ollicial said in liie first pinss uontcr- 
ence since Uie Taliban ovpnan the Alghdii capital 
Thursday, thnl wojnen would bo allowed to go to 
school and could evriitually return lo work in gov 
cmnieRt offices. 

Girls weie lold not to come to scbCv)! and womoii 
ordered home from work after the Talibaii swarmed 



But. he said, females will liave to stay oway from 
sdioois and government offices until officials decide 
how girls should be educated, until "pieparations" 
had bccii made for men and women to work in the 
same premises and until the military situation had 
impros^ed. 

"It will lake' some time to piepare ou: offices to 
provide conditions for women to work in government 
offices." lie explained adding that tlie 'previous sys- 
tem here was against Islamic rules and regulations.'' 
— Qlrls' sc hooling and v/orking women have been 

Ty '^eZ ''''''' 

{ Kabidfor talk^^^- :^ 

^ ISLAMABAD (AFP) ' fhe fadtiori -ol 
noitborn Afghan' warlord, Ceneidi Abdul 
Rasliid Dostsm, wiU sond a delegBiion to 
Kabul this woek for . Uilks With ^thej^ibah 
Islamic mihtia, a Dariy spokesman' s^d bote 
late iVcsdey. ■ ' ? ^;'^ .»r^ 

•■ IJie spokesmatl'-'Maulvl BaqTUtkest^l 
tokl AFPh^ would mf^onaliy'lead the three- 
member delegation which wiU'lricliidd a 
repr^hntative of tlie Afghan Shiite'f^cttpri. 
Hezb^'WahdQt:' - -^rvi^^V-^r^fi^rvi^^ 



but muted criticisin from 
Kabul's worried ittsldenis. 
thousands of whom have fl(id 
the city tearing a religious 
crackdown. 

'According lo Islamic luies. 
education Is a must foi women 
and is not limited lor cither 
men or women," caretaker 
deputy fuicign minister Shcr 
Mohammed Stanakzai sold. 

"We are not against wom- 
en's 6-:;ucati(7n. They can get 
education and nobody will be 
Iherfe 15 5lnp lllSm." Il0 lold 
journalists, adding that reports 
of a permanent Taliban ban on 



the counuy that Stanakzai said-, 
the Taliban coniroiled, whilei 
women >- apart from essentiar 
medical staff have been told 
losiay athome. 

About 30.000 Kabuii woirxen 
are the sole bteadwinheis in 
ihoir families, while tens of 
thousands work to help boost 
Uieir husbands' meagre In- 
comes. ■ 

Meanwhile women who have 
been all but absent from Kabul's 



leave Ao roam round the. city as 
long as they dressed suitably 
and kept their heads ploperly 



tj^ *u ^ I . ^, 7 .- . .r ^.v,..-...,- ; ;;. unusually quiet sUeets 
Ho said thG delegatpn.womj0&^^^^ took over were free to 

K&biilintll^V^^'^iwobTthree^da^'fdttslks- • ■ 
with tlie hardline iiihbaif.^whb'sdz^i- the 
capital on Fiiday. ' ni-v'^^^'i^-^'^X'^^X^m: 
educating gjrte and working women were part ci a*' .covered, 'ihe High Court wilPdedde later What cor- 
•big rumour." ' . . stltutes suitable dress. • • ' 

The bearded and luibaned deputy minister, a for- Turning to the stand-off belweeii the " Talilxaii 
mnr mujahedeen fighter under ex- president . militia - who swept northwards towards th^ tetrtto- 
Builianuddin Rabbani who the Taliban dcjxjsed iast-^', ^y of ex-communist general Abdul Rashici Dostani 
wppk slnnifirnr,iiv c^nftoru^r! Tho rniwri^T^c rr„^„,^.' aft(.i seizing iCabul*^- Slailak?iai was siitprisbg .con- 

cilatcry about the man on whom the Taliban earlier 
this year imfxjsed a "fatwa" of Jihad, or Holy war; 

Slanakzai said the Taliban had "no ptoblem^with 
the norlhern wadord and tiiat an allegai'ultiinatum 
ordering his forces to clear the strategically ciruciai 
Salang pass for them to enter his territory of face at- 
tack. v;as forg&d. : • 



week, stgnilicantly softened the religious move 
merit's siartce on Kabuii women earning a living. 

He said the thousands of women workirjg in gov- 
ernment departments here had "just beer* stopped 
from working for a short lime" arid that ihcy were 
being paid while staying at home. 

Woman doctors and nurses had continued to 
show up at piivotc arid stale hospitals since trie 
Taliban take-over, wearing "proper drer>s acoordirjg 
to Islam." 



(Continued on Faga 2) ' 



(Continued from Page 1) 

"Wo do not know who wroh? 
thnl letter.* ijo snid. "Whoever 
lij^nded over Umt letter Is tfie ene- 
my of both us anci Cenernl 
Dostam. 

•We hope our problom with 
him will \ro solved thmugh negn- 
lidtions bocatise wo do not want 
to figlit ariy more atid we know 
Uwt Gonernl Dostam doesn't wnnt 
lo ftjlH eitlioi.' \ye snld. 

The rDllilia has siiwo Smuiny 
beeu/mnssing near the S.'^lnni) 



tunnel. 120 kjlornotors (75 miles) 
north of bote, nn<l Is lacing oil 
thousands of his troops who mo 
trying to prevent the 'rnlihnn nd- 
vaneir^g to his bn.so nt Mnznr-i- 
Slimil, 

Travoilors fonching here from 
the Snhng said Ttrostiny Uin ntea 
wr\5 cnlin but tense, ond tlmt tln^ 
Tnliban npj)enrc<l to want tn liejui 
to M37nr-l-iShnrif, tho Ins't lomnin- 
nwjof city In Uie country not 
xnvhi tlicir control- 
But filnnrjkzni w^'^s less fonjiv- 
Ihg to ffoixjsed preslch>nt 
Burlwnudihn Hnhkinl's mJliUiry 
sirongmnn Ahmnd . Slinh 
Massoo*i. who re;x5ru>dly lied to 
the Panjshir valley north of h<»iu 
just abend ol tho TaliUnn seizure 
ofKnlnil. 



"We hnve lo cU»fti Mnesoorl's 
forces from tho Pnnjshir j>s tlujy 
are a dangtn ond hopci iliis will Ix? 
riorw soon,' he soid a<j his figlilets 
massed nt Uie motitli ol the ivir- 
row vnlly Mnstxx! dof(?ndi.xi dur- 
ing tlie Soviet invosiorj oi 
Afghanistan. 

He bInmoH Roblrnni ntid oujioi 
pTomier GulhiKldin Ifekmntynr ns 
well OS other former mnjniu^iJeen 
leoriers for lending the <!ount;y lo 
war and ruin tluough InlighUng 
Ibltowjng tho fall of ifie Inst oom- 
mnnist r<xjime here tn VJ)2,. 
. 'Finally wo iinv«3( .inken n<nJon 
ognlnsl tlit) former Jilndl lt);vlefs 
who ooukl sort out Umir jMoliliaTts 
ftmon«j themselves, wlio l)U)iKjhl 
blooilshetl lo o»ir no»mlry jhkI inr 
tlier destroyntl it." 




ah 

laid to rest 
inGajdez4 

KABUL (AFP) — Afghahistaii's 
last ccmmunisi president, who 
was shot and hangqd by tlic 
Taliban militia when they seized 
Kabul four days ago. wa;5 buiied 
in his homo town east of h^^re 
Monday, souices said. 

Najibullairs mutilated body 
was handed over to the head of 
his Ahmedzai tribe in Kabul on 
Sunday and taken to his' homo 
town of Gardez in Pakiia proviiice; 
about. IDO kilorhetcr^ (60 riillcs) ^ 
souUiea^t^t^eio. B.ielative: aiid 
aicj la^^riSy offidals' and faniiiy 
frientJs sfiild. / ■ *. ■ * ; 
•••^'•'He^y;hisbrbthBi'werb'K&iid'.' 
ed over to his tribe at a Red Cross 
hofepttal and was driven down td 
Pakiia in one o( two mini.-biises 
carrying a small yioup of mourn- 
ers to the funeral," former family 
friend Engineer Aman told AFP. 

The funeral was attended by 
hundreds of tribe mertibers, but' 
Najlbs wife and chil±en were ap- 
parently not able to attend the 
service," Aman added of the fami- 
ly who live in the Indian capital 
Delhi. ' 

The funeral service apparently 
defied a national Taliban ban ann- 
nourxjed earlier Monday on mark- 
ing Najibuliah's death wiUi prayer 
eervlces- • ' * - ' 

Tiio Internatronal Committee of 
the Red Cross here confirmed the 
corpses had been haiided over to 
the Ahmedzai tribe by the new 
-Taliban administration, but said 
the ICRC'was not involved in the 
transfer. 

Earlier on Monday, the Taliban 
strongly defended their summary 
execution of Najibullah, saying he 
did not deserve a defence as he 
was a CTOoked KGB stooge, and 
outlawed prayer services to mark 
Ills death. 

"Since he was corrupt, a mem-, 
bur of tiie KGB and an adulterer, 
he did not have the right to a de- 
fence and was already con- 
demned to drialli." a newly set-up 
"lOllglous {Kjlice" department 
said, accoidiiiy to Radio Kabul. 

The station also announced a- 
ban on Afghan paying their final 
respects to Najibullah, toppled by 
the niujaliedeen government 'Of 
now - ousied-presldont 

Burhanuddlh Rabbani In 1992 and; 
mcarceialed heie under UN su- 
pervision. 

"The executuion of Najib by th^^ i 
. Taliban is supported and therefore, 
nobody is allowed to offer funeral 
prayers for him anywhere in the] 
country," the Taliban controlled i 
state radio station said. . ^ 

Najib's execution without trial ' 
triggered reactioris ' of outrage.^ 
from Russia and han and was 
condemned by tlie United Nations: 
Security Council as well as by a. 
host of western governments. 




Momineen 



ne TnLiban chief is a 
vet(>ran of Uie imh 
jahideen 7var agaijisL 
communisis, who says 
lie tixis forced to pick 
up the gun Qgaiv Ix^- 
causc of the conduct of 
hisfonnfnr comrades in 
aims. Rahimullah 
lusitfzai profiles MuUn 
Muliammnd Lhnar 



Two years ago, Mulln 
Mt>hflfnmjid 1 Jraar wzf; an 
unknovm man t>ut5;ido his 
close circle in Mcwand 
district of Kandahar province in 
jouUiwcfitcm Afghaniioan. Today 
Iw is pnibably Ihf mtisi powerful 
leader hi the country. 

As tlic fotmder of the Taliban 
Isixmir movement, ihc 35-ycar 
old Ulnar has hr.cn named 
Amirul Siommf^en (lurad of the 
»>eiievers) by hu? foilowrrs and 
rnmnia!»tlfr of ihcir Mohammndi 
La^hkxr (troopsj. Hi*; word is 
final and almosl a Ian- in the 
roovemi-ni even (hough he 
prefer; n^>}kin|; through »i elab- 
orate Shuja (cmmcil ) llxxt remain 
peri»cliialiy in session m-cr cups 
of uns^prcfiened tea. 

MuUa Umar was born in 
Nodeh village in Kandaliar but his 
family mw ljve5 in Sihgcsar vil- 
lage in Ka^hke Nakhud area of 
Mewand di.Mrict of Kandahar 
province. Tlie faraily, very poor 
«n<I humble in its origins, once 
.sinftcd tfi l^riiikot capiul of the 
netghliounng Urozgan pro^ncc. 
in search of IhrelilKKKl before .set- 
lUng in Sngesar. 

A ull. storkily-buiit man, 
Mnila lhnar lost Iixk right eye dur- 
ing thr Afghan *jchad\ He was 
woundrd four tjni«; fi0iling the 
Hed Army and Afghan coramu- 
ni^ts, rainmg the reputation of a 
crack marksman who accounted 



for many tanks with hts rocket- 
laioidtcrs. 

Mulia Umar fougl^t under com- 
mander Ne.k Moltanunad of llczb- 
Mslami (Khalis; during ihc wiir. 
But h«» Mys he gave up Die gun 
and returned lo his madressa 
once tlie miyahidecn Islamic gov- 
eroment was Installed in 
Afglxanistan. 

He regrets hnving left his rt-li- 
ginus education incomplete due 
U) the war and slill calls himself a 
• to/76 (Uie one wIm) jjccks) rather 
than a mnlla (ihe one who 
givfsl l5ui his followers msist on 
calling him 3 MulU and also add 
'Akhund' to hi5 luinc a^ a mark of 
respect. 

Mulla Umar is a rather shy 
man. shtmning the hmelight and 
staging awa>- from journalists. Ik- 
likes to listen rather Utan talk. 
of(«n silting qtiiei in a contcj- as 
Taliban leaders chscuss imjxirtan; 
issues. Diplomats, leadera of 
other parties and jouniHlisis 
often complain Uiat he dedined 
to meet them. Bui once in tiic 
rompany of Talibai\, Mulla Umar 
is a different man. feeling rr.l:i.\'*d 
and cracking jokes. He has a 
peculiar sen.se of humour and 
loves l« relate storir-^ of battle^" 
fought and won. 

A very snnplc man with fi*w 
needs and no i»articular tastr in 
matters of food and dress. Mulla 
Ulnar Is alarmingly careless alxtut 
bis .<!ecurity. In Kandahar, he was 
often found sitting cross-legged 
among common Taliban in the 
lawi)s of the Govemor «f House as 
morr and more i>cople came in 
and joined in. He is asked lo lead 
prayers In the mosque or any- 
where c-tee if time demands. He 
isn't tlie greatest of orators and his 
study of religion and the world 
may be limited, but he Inspires 
confidence of his people due to 1^ 
piety and the strcngtli of Ills beUef. 

Little is known about Mulla 
IJmar's family Hfe. He told this 
correspondent last year that he 



l«ad onr. .vm. Both his house and 
madres« are made of imxl Once 
the Taliban achieved power and 
confiscaicd pn^peny and vchicici* 
from defeated mul^hideca com- 
manders, Mulla Umar was pro\id- 
ed an expensive Landcruiser with 
iaimed glasses for his use. Unlike 
must other Taliban and 
mui^aliideen leaders^ HuHa Umar 
nev er migrated lo Rdostan daring 
the war, fighting it out on his 
homeland against the Soviet 
invaders and Ux!ir Afghan allies. 

According to Mtdla Umar. he 
Npciil many agonismg days before 
deciding to pick up U^e gun again 
~ this time to fight the 
miQahidefUL He sa^*^ tiic decision 
v>:as forcud on hiro betrause stories 
of their lua and pluiukr and laora] 
degradation had alnui.st become? 
unbearnhlc. To make matters 
>^-orse, certain notorious conman- 
deni like Nadir Jan, Sateh and Daro 
Khan having bases near Mulla 
Umar's village crossed all limits 
when they started abducting and 
lapingwmcn. 

Thore are al^uj stories gaiorc 
how some commnnders fought 
each other ^ilii tanks over the 
pos?essi(m of handsome young 
boys. Willi only about 30 Uie- 
minded colleagues, lie bundled a 
movement that was open only to 
l^iban and wludi aimed at restor- 
ing peace in Afghanistan and 
enfurchig an Islamic system. 

"Fighting people who have 
brought sttfTerings on the Afghans 
and violated Islamic teachings is 
also a jehad and this is.what we 
arc doing at present. I am ready tf> 
sacrificn exTrytlting in completing \ 
the unAiushed agenda of our noUe | 
jehad and fulfil the aspiration.^ d \ 
maxtyrs. The l^iban would fight i 
until there is no bloodshed in I 
Afghanistan and b^am become a \ 
way of life for our people.'? 
explained Mulla Umar in a talk * 
with tills correspondent last year 
it was his first ami only interview 
wiihajounialist. fi 
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Aid agencies for Taliban 
compromise on women rights 



Taliban say no lo 
Western values 
for women 



KABUL (AKP) — Kabu^s aid 
comimmily Tuesday demanded 
the new Taliban ladinlnlstialion 
hoce allow womon lo tolurn to 
wbtk or hinnaniterJan projects \w 
Uie capitaKwould be forced to 

: In a "cofclior 90 miiuito moot 
ing wlUi Taliban acting! Forekyn 
Minister muKah Mohammad 
uhaus. United Nntioiis and non- 
gavemmenlal aid agency officials 
aired thofr concerns about Uie 
strict stance the Taliban has im- 
posed on wcxnen. 

'As a last resort we will have to 
stop all of our programmes hero 
unless the Taiibdn allow women 
to return to Work,'- Sue Emmolt of 
tlie BriUsh akJ gtoup OXPAM idd 
reporters. 

• "Our principles and mandate 
will remajn^uncliangjxl, and wo 
will support^our female staff, wlio 
feel the Tdiban treat thorn like 
animal^.'. 

Many, humanitarian projects 
are depencfent on femafe staff and 
acoess;to women* in particular 



working {X)pulaiion." 

Ghous also told a committee 
foimoti by aid agencios to voice 
concerns over women, that the 
Talilpn wcre sUll getting lo grips ', 
with governing o modern capital 
city. 

Rut ho assured them thai the 
issue would be raised ot ilie high- 
est level williin Uio Taliban mover 
ment hcie. 

The officials said Ghaus had 
given his assurance that working 
women would continue to be paid 
.until the issue was solved » and 
vrtHnen .could leUun to work once 
peaoo aiid seauiiy coukl bo guar- 
antood. 

However, the minister gave no 
details of a timoinble fer allowing 
women back into liio workplace. 

Tl)e commiUee also expressed 
concern tliat Uie international 
donor community .riiay IHill the 
plug on ptpiects in Afghanistan in 
'icaction to the strict form of 
Isiamsc law t)eing enforced , in 
Taliban -oontrdled areas. \ 
"We oie committed to woiklng 



those which target the capital's ' together, and 1 hoi^e donors can 



widows. 

Kabul, which fell to tlie Isianiic 
militia on September 27 has an 
estimated 30,000 wtiows who are 
the solo bread-winneis for their 
femflies. 

According to the officials, 
caiaus wR.«i 'nstonished' ot tt^e 
level of international ooncem for 
'such a small percentage of the 



soe this • tlio local head of United 
Nations .High Commissioner for 
Refugees, Terry Pitzner, told Re- 
porters. 

. "We have recognised tlie need 
for dialogue and hope the issvie 
can be resolved in tv^ weeks 
tiroo.* l)e nddnd. 

A second meeting on the issue 
is sclKJiiuled to take place in sev- 
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en days, but aid groups are ex- 
pecting a drawn-out process of 
negotiations and no sudden 
diango in Taliban pdioy] ^ . . ; 

The Taliban iliaye issued a 
string 6f decrees governing the 
behaviour and , appearaiice 

Kabul tesidents sii]ce overituihlng. 
tliecity. 

The issue of women has trig- 
geied alarin here and around the 
worldt culrhinating in a warning 
by the United States and the 
United Natk>ns on Monday that 
international aid to Afghanistan 
Vir-ci* iii jyoi)aiay if the iaiiban iaii 
lo leview their policy oh wOTwn. 

But tlie - : liagime's acting 
Inforniatioil mid Culture Minister 
Amir Khan Mutaqi Tuesday dis- 
missed tlie call as "unfoir" and 
said he doubted UN and other aki 
agencies would halt operations 
here over tlie issue. . » 
: ■! think it's uiijust Wlien other ^ 
counufes seek to find prete^tts not ^JS, 1^^^ "^^"'V v^"*^^^ 
to help -the pibple'- of.^.^^ . . 

Afohnnifitan.' he said ' lluninn ikjhis m AfcilinmsLnii. 

•We liave saved our Afghan sis- woiivm.teaiTiai<3rc«)oeinnfUtt; 

ters from war and corrupt pec^le unUcH sliIi^s/ Hiunsmiiioi. 

and I do not know why the tttfer- Son^iaiy cwecii nouuos 

national community has ex- f^niuos oMi jri a sbieiiw-ii also 

pressed such concern white we "^""T^J^ «Jy?«T,iinnnitoi, 

♦^'^r^v*. JiZ^2»x^ ftoaatsi women anjH ljav«» M:!t 

are helping air Bisters, ne adoea* ^„ io|iciinu«!»ioi)s" oii m 
He said most Afghans were abi!iiy ({div«^ uv! n^^ni . 
Tiappy with our Islamic regiuie" snwAjoii oiii lo Aujju-Miistnn. 

and said his 9c^rnm«>t rr»'l',:il!?.r 

lowmg Its own IslaitUc prindpkrs ^^^^r^ 

which oie not against UN j^tinui- W:»kii ^ icjci iix^i ns 'unjusiiiicir 

• Uk*. Ihiunlcivni mstrioiuii uf anl. 

*^ * -• ^Hw? TniJJxMi |x;lick», ixisisl iMi 

Alfjiiiiii oi^^lnin. ti«>iitioiis <ii:ti 
l.tLiijikc lcniU)iiir)M. Iinvi* not luxn) 
pifi{n.*iiy CullncUnj (jy Uui mutiu). 
whicti Imvi* miiici swim 'invs 



ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Afglwuii5iAn*$.TnlJljQn movement 
Tiwaloy rQ?:pnn<i<;(J to US orvi UN 

OilldSm of HLS UdJUlUiii %ji vvtnu- 
cn. Jiiynni i« «?u^not nikrv v.-cr.icTu 
values lo pn>vni5 lit'as islajuii: >'o- 

ClClY. 

"A(yhr»n socjciy. is <lij;vie.ii 
liofii wcsioin sodety. azal western 
cnontilcs 5!;oiiUi nol indgc l!!0 
Tnlibnn'x action by Uinii own 
stondnrtls.' Talibnn spoknsman 
Wcikil AJiitkjtl loici AlglvTiHlsIniijli: 
Prc55 (AlP). 0 pilvaic n«ws km- 
vine. 

The UN nnd Wnshinfltnn 
.^lotiVl \uiilefsiainl us aiul oiir le ' 
lifjiotis Qiwl aUUH.il vahHJs." l» 

5«wl. 

Tlic hu'.tlninonialis't ' Taliban 
mililta bDrosofi stiict IsIhiiH'j law 
allni tnkuid ov^c K»I)*il uii 
Scplcinbei 27. cdoslnq cirli* 
sdioois and Ivinnin^ women imni 
eniploynwni. 

US StHU^ Dcporiincni 
stjokcsmnn Nidiobs Riuns* :»iil hi 
Wwihln^jlon on Monrfny ilmi Ih- 

aeneiaia inlcnwiional isobiintj. 
v/hinJi wnuhl deny AtglwnlKinn 
Liio inicinnitotiiil nssistnncu \i so 
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Taliban defeat Dostum 



forces i; 

From Behroz Khan 

PESPLWAR: I1»e Taliban on Fridn>^ 
claimed the fall of western Badghist 
province to tlie students militia de- 
feating Gen Rashid Dostum forces in 
Murghan and Ghumiach areas after a 
fierce fighting. 

"The retreating Dostum s forces 
left behind 20 dead bodies, eight 
tanks and 15 military vehicles," in- 
formed Taliban spokesman Maulvi 
Haqarii from Kandahar. 

Dostum-led Junbisli-i-Milii's 
spokesman in LsiamSbad Gen Painda, 
however, neither conffemdd nor de- 
nied the daim saying no contact to 
been established with Mazar-i-Sharif 
due to tl\e official holiday on Friday. 

Fighter jets of tlie Uzb^k warlord, 
Tiiliban spokesman said, BtJmbed the 



^ghist province 

areas wiiich came under Taliban con- 
trol in Friday's fighting iryuring one 
Talib. Ilaqani also said 1 10 Dostum s 
. fighters were arrested and one of his 
• commander HayatuUali was also 
among tlie ciead. 

Murglian and Ghiu'mach areas are 
on the border with Fkriab prowtce 
which is under Dostum's control 
bringing Taliban face to face with 
forces loyal to tlie northern warlord. 

The defection of Masood top 
tlu"ee commanders to 1^ iban had left 
with the only option to extend our 
writ to the witole of Badglilst," .said 
Taliban Pesliawar-based spokesman, 
Maulvi Abdul Fiakim. 

Dostiuti's forces had to pull back 
to the neighboiu-iPig Fhriab province 



Continued on Pag 



ConVma^d from Page 1 

controlling almost half of IBadghist 
wliicli servetl as l>uffer between Thl- 
iban and Dostum, the spokesman 
said. 

Taliban lost interest in negotia- 
tions initiatetl by Islamabad that could 
broker an agreement between Dos- 
tum and the satdeiiti> cnilitia when re- 
ports of Dostum-Masood joint attack 
on Kabid were confirmed, 'There is 
no npftd of talks wtieii thoy (Dostum 
and Ma^food) have decided to fight 
against us," said . Taliban official 
spokesnum Maulvi Wakil Ahmad in a 
recent interview. . . 

Badghist was jointly riui by Tal- 
iban and Dostum through a neutral 
administration, headed by Governor 
Mulla Badar, a formpr loyalist of Gov- 
ernor Herat, Ismail Khan. Taliban 
claimed Badar, Gulbaddin 'Rmk. a for- 
mer ne2b«i-Islami (IChalis) comman- 
der and the three utmamed Masood 
commanders defected to the students 
militia. 

The faU of Badghist to l^ban in- * 
dicated tliat after tasting defeats on 
the northern fronts near Kabul, the 
stUfJents mihtia has oppjiod the new 
front in tlie west of the country Tlie 
development is hkely to add to Iran's 
worries as the province sliare borders 
witii Herat and Fhrah provinces. 

Reports suggest that Dostum was 
U!\der pressure as far as the defence 
of f^nab w;ls concerned due to his 



stmn^tl relation witi\ Gul Muhanmiad 
Paluiiwai^.the yoiuigcr brotherk>f Lite 
Rasul Pahalwan. Tlie Pahalwans be- 
iongnd Fhriab and are beli^^etJ to 
liave developed sof^ corner fpr tal- 
ibaii aftf»r tiift ?i.^sassiiuition oif Rasul 
Pahlawan who served as the deputy 
to. .'.Dostum. Gtd Muha/nmad 

r 7 

sources said, w^s not 
hajjpy wifli Dostum for joiiiii^g hands 
with Ahmad Shah Masood, who is 
h6ii rt^iyimnMp. for the elimination of 
lUsul Palilaw.an. 

I Haqani also denied that Taliban 
refused to welcome the dejegaiioti led 
by HS envoy tn R'aLnil U'i Coldren, a- 
rcptor of the S:t;ite Depanmeht's'of- 
nc>e on Pakistan, Afghanistan and 
Bangladesh. "No one has' contacted 
us;, picrc is no question of refus^" 
the spokesinan saiti. \ i , . 

: AFP Add«: The Talibaij jets' on 
Fi:iday bombed Jabul Sarnj, p. town ; 
held by the former Afghan gpwrn- ' 
mcnt's top military mmmandei;- but 
tliere was Httle fighting around tiie 
fronthnesnortli of Kabul. " ^ . 
* ; Tlie Taliban jets attacked ^arly in 
- tlie morning and thpn twice livthc af- 
tef-nbon, but failed to iitterfup^^FViday 
prjaycrs tJiere, attended by former de- 
fence minister Ahmed Sliah Wfasooci, 
ari AFP correspondent report^ TWo 
bombs fell on the ouLskirts of Jabul 
SanU. 77 kilometres north of ^Kabul, 
which Masood is now usingias his 
hdudquaiteis, but no iiyuries vVere re- 
ported. ' 
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Taliban ban 
journalists from 
Sno-^rontlines 

KABUL (APP) — Porolgn jour- 
nolists have been banned from 
ooverhig frontline fiahlbg be- 
tween lljo Taliban religious mlliUa 
BtKl tlie forces ousted president 
Durhanitddtn Rabbani north of 
Kabul, TalSxin troops sati. 

Taliban guards gave do reason 
for the restriction on lournalisls 
except that they had •ot<ters" from 
above. 

It was the first tln^o sbce 
Afgl)B2i fectkxial fighting bogan in 
April 1992 that fournalists were 
prevented from covering frwitJine 
actkm. . . . 

. Th^ free liniit of our travel now 
appears b be tlie dieckpost at 
the oiitiance to Charlkar.' 
soudi of the fighting in ^ the 
Ptofdiir .Valley and the Salajig in 
norUiern Afgiianistan, said a oon- 
tract photograplief. 

No official reason was iiiinxxil- 
alely given to Journalists for tlw 
resUlcttons on travel to the north- 
em fiontlines. 
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World agency threatens to 
suspeipd a|a to Afghanistan 



worked in girls' education. 

The United Nations High' 
Commissioner for Refugees, the 
Biltish-basod aid group Oxiain as 
well as several ottiei internaiionai 
aid agencies have all been forced to 
halt projects here until key femaie 
staff can come back to work. 

Save the Children repeated a 
c^ll to ail aid agencies to adopt a 
united stand against sex discrimi- 
nation in Afghanistan, two-thirds 
of which is controlled by the two- 
year-bki Taliban movement. 
;;ThB aid group — which lias 

tid in a stSXe- lea^e marioines .^necessarily/' . . ou its aid colleagues to support its 



KABUL (AFT) — A major Inter- 
national humanitarian agency on 
Saturday threatened to suspend 
aid projects affected by a Taliban 
ban on women working and girls 
going to school. 

Save the Children also called on 
oihei aid groups to halt edunaiion- 
al and non-emergency aid projects 
in areas of Afghanistan where 
women are discriminated against 
in schools and offices. 
' "Save the Children cannot dis- 
aiminate either with regard to em- 



'Hie call came a month after the 
ultra-fundamentalist Taliban over- 
ran the once relatively modern 
Afghan capital, imposing their 
strict brand of Islam.lc law on the 
city. 

The militia captured the Afghan 
capital on Speiember 7.7 after iho 
ousted government of ex-president 
Burhanuddin Rabbani fled Uie city. 
Tlie Islamic soldiers had lain seige 
to the city for 11 montlis, 

-One of.the warriors' first acts 
was to clqs§ girls.' sdiools and ban 



pibynjent opportunities proyideci p .;. -worsen' tep .vyoridng, while order 
men women- or fducaiionaL;. Ing te'jnale?. tg. fpjly cover tliejn^ 



bbys/l the group, sa 
ment/ "Ifoie^s" iliepresdutdiscrlm- 
inatory policies change, Save the 
Children vvill ' have to suspend 
those programmes diiectly affect- 
ed by official restrictions on wom- 
•en's emptoyment and girls' educa- 
tion. 

"We strongly urge all Afghan 
parties to ensure equal opportunity 
fci employment and education in 
order that all Afghans — men. 
women, boys and girls — may 
continue to actively participate in 
the country's development,** it 
added. 



V l^eljnqye put tens of thousands 
of wbiheh many .of them the 
sole br^dwinhers of their families 
— but of work and halted learning 
for the capital's girls and sparked 
alarm among Kabulis and the 
world community. 

The call by Save the Children, 
which luns mine awareness as 
well as school education pro- 
grammes for childien. comes after 
several cUier groups, including the 
United Nations, suspended aid 
programmes which were depen- 
dent on wom.en's labour or which 



stand and to suspend programmes 
where'females are denied access to 
education and work by the authoij- 

tlQS. 

It urged the international com* ; 
munity to ensure the right of worn- ; 
en to study and work on the same 
basis as m.en. their right to work 
outside the home and Uieir right to 
a safe and secure enviromnent. 

The group also added that it 
would continue try to devetop pro- 
grammes all over Afghanistan in a 
bid to help tlie impoverished coin- 
try's children 
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Landmine casualties rise in 
Kabul after Taliban's take-over 



/y ^ 



— — 

KABUL: Upto one person an hoiir Is 
killed by landmiues and shells in 
battered K.^bul, demming experts 
said Moiulay, with deaths and in- 

ically since th? Taliban militia 
ousted the Afghan goveri\nieiit in 
September. 

. Stli! more wo^ryi^g Is tliat chil- 
dren are the main victims of mines 
arid ui^exploded ordinaiioe (UXO) 
wliich cause horrifying iryiiries if 
they faU to kill, tho US-based aid 
af;eri<:y Save tlie Children added here. 

"The number of mine and UXO 
blast \ictin\s iias Increased dramati- 
caiJy by mvre than 300 percent in 
October from^the previous montii," 
the agency's field director Zabiullali 
Asmaie said. 

"Of all mine and UXO-rftlated hi- 
juries and deaths in Kabul in the 
past six months, 37 percent oc- 
curred in October. 

"Children account for the minor- 
ity of victims — in October alone 66 
of the 85 people killed and iiyured 
were children," he addod. 

Eleven riviliaiis — including nine 
children — died in blasts in the city 
last month, wliile 74 people were ii\- 
jured, lie said. The figure for 
September was three dead and six 
wounded. 

Ninety-four percent of reported 
victims of UXOs — shells, rockets, 
bombs and bullets fired but not det- 
onated — in October were ciiiidren, 
the agency said in a statement. 

"Tlie rise in casualties Is a disas- 
ter and is a matter of enormous con- 
cern to us and the whole commu- 
nity," Asmaie said. ... 
. Tite staggeHn^ rise came in the 
first month after the Islamic 'Mlban 
militia stormed the Afghan capital 
they had been besieging for nearly a 
year as the ex-government fled the 
city. 

Tl:e massive ii\crease was due to 
civilians moving back into fornier 
frontline areas following the ousting 
of the last regime and to Kabulis 
throwing away weapons and ammu- 
nition imdcr a Taliban crackdown on 
unauthorised arms. 

"Children are going to area-s 
wnich tvcre until recently frontlines 
to collect firewood and scrap metal 
to sell, and very olleh they acciden- 
tally pick up unexpioded shell*? or 
step on mines," he said. 

"The onset of winter has meant 
that many niofe people, especlaliy 
cliiidren, are foiraging for firewood, 
and extremely daitgerous activity In 
the mine-infested city," Save the 



Clilldren (USA) added in a state- 
ment. 

In addition, Kabul was in October 
littered with ordit^ance discarded by 
nervous residents fearing they could 
be cauglit by the Taliban witl\ illegal 

Kabul is believed to ue the nioj>l 
mined capital on earth with 22 
square kilometers of the largely de- 
stroyed city covered with tlie deadly 
weapons. 

Half of . them arc laid In residen- 
tial areas. 

Huge — and unknown — quanti- 
ties of uXO ai\d an estimated 10 to 
ir? niillion landmines litter tiie war- 
torn Country, the second most 
densely mined in the world after 
Cambodia, demining experts say 

They claim one Afghan victim 
every hour or about eight thousand 
a year, usually with catastrophic ef- 
fects. 

If tbcy are not killed by the biiuji, 
victims' limbs are wrenched off, 
their bodies hideously disfigured 
and most often their chances of 
marriage and earning a living are 
permanently dashed. 

The International Committee of 
the Red Cross fit? more than 4,000 
artificial legs and arms at its four 
prosthetics centres h\ Afghaiiistiit^. 

Tliousands itiore of the country's 
estimated 400,000 mine victims 
from 18 years of constant war hob- 
ble through the country's dusty 
steets on cratches or drag them- 
selves on their hands. 

Save the Children ran a mine 
awareness campaign for children in 
Kabul until they were forced to sus- 
pend it after tl\e Talibai\ baniied 
women froni working at\d girls froiti 
schools where the programiue was 
operating. 

Various sWes in Afghanistan's 
seemingly interminable civil war 
have laid mines across most of the 
country's territory since war broke 
out after the Soviet iiwasion of 1079.. 

The Mban have deemed irilnes 
'uitlsiamic,' while the ex-go veni- 
meiit of president Hurhanuddln Kab^ 
bani jjublicly backed a global bah oh 
the production of landnuiies during 
an huernational conference earlier 
this year aimed at outlawing the 

weapons. 

However, Save the Ciiildrcn said, 
there Is evidence that fresh mines 
have been laid In tlie recent spate of 
fighting for Kabul. 

The ; British mine clcoraiice 
agency Halo. Trust estimates that It 
will take up to 50 years to fully clear 
Afghanistan of all its mhies, not 
counting the new ones laid dally. 
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Concern over 




PESHAWAR: The Afghan Women 
Coimcil has exprr.sscd concern over 
the plight, of women in the ongoing 
factional fighting among various 
groups to gain powers. 

Fatana Ishaq (.lillani, president 
of AWC said that a large number of 
Afghan women have fled Kabul 
after Taliban took over th<» capital 
imposing strict rules, specially on 
womiEti. Slic said th.at women suf- 
fered the mo.st in the Afghart a.s they, 
lost their homes, children and dear 
ones (hie to fighting and the severe 
bombing. Taliban, she said were Im- 
plcitienling .strange laws about pur- 
dah forcing the population to take 
shelter either ij^ the north of the 



an women 



country or cross over into Pakistan , 
She said l!\ai die condition of the 
newly arrivf^d Afghan families was 
miserable as they were unable to 
pay huge rents fur i^ousej* in Pe- 
shawar. FaUtm said that the world 
connnunily sliouid take jioUcc of 
the situation a.^ more families were 
ex{>ec.ted to desert Kabtil due to the 
fail of winter and the continuing 
fighliJig. 

People, said were compiain- 
ing thai no salaries were being paid 
to the govertunent employees for 
the last Uiree months. She said It 
was astonj«iidng that military sup- 
port was being provided to the war- 
ring factions in Afghanistan but no 
heed was paid to the plight of the 
poor Afghati poptQation. 



World moot on future of aid 
; programme in Afghanistah 

ISLT^MABAD (AFP) — ThG 'The Peshawar confeience will Afghanistan. In groups as they 
United Nations has called a con-, attenipt to lielp international aid search for 'safety in a country 
fetence to highlight a growing agencies decide how best to focus ' wracked by years of civil wax, UN 
relugfee . crisis in 'Afghanistah, ^ on emergency relief, food securl- souices said, 
where tons of thousands of peo- ty, demining and humaihrights, ' The UNHCR and UNOCHA re- 
ple remain out of reach of aid pro- including those of women, UNr = ported last- week that between 
grams, a UN agency^ = said • : OCHA said. ' ? 45,000 and 50,000 had beeii up^* 

Thursday. ' . . It will also launch an appeal for " ; rooted by the fighting between 

The UN is particularly con- aid to Afghanistan for '1997/ the Taliban Islamic: ;nillltia and 
earned wltl) the huge number of Yasushi Akashi, UN under-secie- the combined forcesi of northern 
people who have fled their homes tary general, and Norbert^Holl,H < Uzbek f warlord..iaenQral;' Abdul 
•because of fierce lighting north o{ head of the UN speciarpeaCe -Rashld Dostam arid the ousted, 
' Kabul and ' Iri '. northwestern , mission to Afghanistah har^ ex- .Kabul goveriynehVs military com- 
Badghis. province. . the UN Office pected to attend. : Hf^ . • mander.. Ahmad Shan Masood: - 
for Coordination of Humanitarian • One of the rnostpiessihgprob-,; ^ Tliey -.include^ 
Assistance to Afghanistan (UN- • lems are the hundreds of tefugees ' from towns.ahd yilla^ea in front-' 
. OCHA)said. . »; ^ tunning away from fighting ^-jDj-iJlihe area^ 

The conference, scheduled for northwest Afghanistan?'^ and • '^^^ fleeing southwafds t6 tjid idVra o^^ 
December 2 and 3 in Peshawar, reaching the Talibah-held city of ; Qiia4-Nau.> .-'' :?\-' 
Pakistan, comes ' as agenbles*. Herat, • v ' ' V' V ^V 

grapple with serious political and An official for thd*:^Urilted:>»^erat were being. fiup{jlied blan- 
military problems in the war-rav- Nations High Commlasfoner ^for ./;?kets7Uertt^.flhd:f6od by thd. UN 
aged country. ; * . m- '< ^Refugees (UNHCR) safd 'aibund- ' . .agehdiesV.:. "• ;;.! :^ ' . 
J ^The alreSdjf. Vast humanitarfen. • 4.000 people hfid reached Hetat #V >Ar0lmd; 15,0^^^ have 
iieeds wlll-Midbme *fev6i\* hi6re » bjr I'uosday. » • 

acUte" aS'^ylntof eppioachesj^par-' ' Sorne 9,000 have abahdohfedj^ October'ri^^^ hiajority.'rbf- them 
tlcularly fdr.Kabul'sione mlllloh , . their homes and belongings and - •• from, Kabul, which v^as.selzed by 
.•inhabitants, the office said". :> ^ are wandering around northern.-, the Taliban on Scfplember 27, . 



Amnesty seeks halt 
to HR abuses in Afghanistan 

from Rahlmullah Yusufzal 



PESIiAWAR: The Amnesty Interna- 
tional has called upon world govern- 
ments meeting in New York in UN- 
sponsored talks on Afghanistan to halt 
the humaA Hgltts abuses infUcteii by all 
warring factloils on the Afghan p€(^e. 
In a'tnr^or report released on 



recognition from the international 
conmiunlty, tliey must be reminded of 
the responsibilities and obligntions 
that come with this In the field of 
human rights," it added. 

The report alleged that scores of 
women Were beaten in the streets by 
the Taliban guards for not wearing 
veil or for exposing their ankles, 
wlUle dozens of men were beaten to 



Monday, the London-based organlsa- 

tiori lr\ particular dociunentedJiuman . . force them to attend FVlday prayers in 
Hghta abuses bjr tWS Tiliban^^Tn^ dd(H * the mosque^Thonsands o( women 
/•rnfeW* •isi^rjinWAftj.nt^veibdAes In T Dbfcloally r^StrlclW to their homi^ i 



the name of religion, details reports 
of indiscriminate killings, arbitrary 
and unacknowledged detention of 
civilians, physical restrictions on 
women for reasons of their gender, 
the beating and Ill-treatment of 
women, children and detainees, de- 
liberate and arbitrary killings, ainpu- 
tatiotis, stoning and executions. 

"Like the other factions before 
them, the Taliban have brought a new 
layer of suffering to the people of 
Afgltanlstan," report said. 'As the 
Iban consolidate' their hold on the 
government of Afglianistan, and seek 



unjrfer 'mbm efllcid lear pnysiiau us- 
sault by the 'Hiliban guards if they 
leave home without a reason accept- 
able to them. It claimed a womJin, 
TUrpekl, was shot by Taliban guard 
for appearhig In public in Fhrah city 
on July 14. The report alleged that a 
man was killed In Kabul In October 
for not attending prayers in a 
mosque. 

The Aituiesty Inleniatlbnal report 
maintained that scores of people were 
killed deliberately and arbitrarily on 
suspicion of antl-'Hiliban activity. It 
said torture and ili-tfeatment of de- 



tahiees was routine, with some pris- 
oners being heki in metal contaU\era 
for months. It alleged that dozeiis of 
people were subjected to punish- 
ments, such as amputation and ston- 
ing, ordered by the 'Mban courts. It 
added that over a dozen people were 
believe to have Ijcen 'executctl'. 

The report was critical of govern- 
tnents which armed the arn\ed 
Afghan factions and then left the 
Afghan people to their own fate. 

"These are tlie same governments 
liiai • nave* fucu^ia hiii,i cOuniui» lu 

Afghanistan for years through sup- 
port for their favoured factions. 'Hie 
time has come for tlien\ to clean up 
the human rights catastrophe they 
have helped create," it stressed, 

Tiie Amnesty International reiter- 
ated its calls for the 'Mban and other 
warring factions to end the cycles of 
aljuse and rebuild respect for hiunau 
rights hi Afghai\istan. It lugcd the in^ 
trrnatlonal community to ensure that 
the warring fjictloiis receive no mili- 
tary equipment or traiidiig tlmt could 
be used to abuse huiiiaii riglits. 



|:t=Money buyers in a fix as 
Afghan govt bans 10,000 notes 



By MOHAMMAD KHURSHID 

PESIiAWAR — The ciRcision of . 
Taitban govemjiient lo bgn lO.OUO ■ 
afghani note issijed by Die R^bbani 
government has created a &Ur on ^ 
the currency markets both ' in 
Afghanistan and PaKlstan. 

Tl^. people having these notes 
stand 10 Jose millions. Complete 
confusion prevailed on the city 
cuiienoy market, with money- 
changeie Jn a fix what line they 
ehouid lake after the aJjrupt deci- 
sion of the government of 
Afghanistan. &orne expressed the 
hope that tJie Taliban govornmeni 
would reverse the decision as. ac- 
cording to them, if \.l\e step is not 
reversed, people v/ould lose mil- 
lions of rupe^. President of the 
Afghanistan government Maulvi 
Ihsanullali on Monday, while pre- 
siding over a meeting, announced 
the decision of ba!ining 10,000 
alghani notes. According to Maulvi 



Ih?=-3n'jiiah, these notes were is- 
sued illegaliy 6rid tlie TaJlban gov- 
enL*nent was not bound to honour 
the Illegal IseuarTce of notes. 

Meanwhile, talking to The 
Frontier Post, a local tjurrency deal- 
er said that this act of Taliban 
would bring miseries lo thousands 
of people. ' ■' • ■ ' 

According to him, people had 
purchased the Afghan currency in 
the hope that Its spot tale would 
inciease after installation of a 
strong government In KabuL *'But 
no'^ the Taliban government's de- 
cision has ruined the hope of the 
people, as they have to auffer joss- 
es to the tune of nillliona. 
Accoidlng to him, it would be bet- 
ter if the government gave lime to 
the people before taking this dras- 
tic decision which would ma'^e 
nmy people t)ankiupt- 

Pveports from across the border 
said the people wete disappointed 



by this decision. "What will we eat 
alter ]>anning of the note of 10,000 
. denomination. People i were hard, 
• saying in Jalalabad and other titles: 
•of Afghanistan." '■:lt^^•^■ v--- 'n 
;. \ They alsd asked for time for the 
disposal of these notes before im-'. 
position of ban on thenl. • 
' Talking to The Frontier Fdst on 
telephone froni Bajaur Agency." 
Shahzada.a currency deaiet) said 
that this decision of the Alphan 
government would paiUcjiiarry af- 
fect the people of tribal areas ad 
they had bought milliqps of afgha- 
nW. dert^anded bf-the Afghan 
government to iever§e this deci- 
. slon. . . V ' J 

; * Regaidlesa of thfe tfepelfaJsdorfe" 
the ptesidento? Alghan Bslnk stood 
firm on this deciskn^. "Issuance of 
notes on very large scale has ru- 
ined the economy of Afghanistan 
and we have no other opdori but to 
ban these notes", he said. /, . • 




KABUL^^AFP) rr^Tho. wJiicaUon 
of Afghan:" gills has not bbori 
)}anried by }vhe. Taliban ir^pyftnfeni, 
but pnlylsusperidcid u^iiil'oifejjrG 
galdd .system 'can " be brc/aniscid. 
the -religiolis 'rniUtia's edpcation 
•niihister isaid Sa^rdoy.-" " ' \ ' " . 





mi>dn(i of men and women leads to 
;moral cdrr\ipUon," slated Maulavi 
llonifl. 

: • He elaborated that mor.al cor- 
ruption can load to "fornication" 
which 'can result in the worst of 
> sexualiy-iransmitled illnesses. 



y stem evolved 



"Lady- te^cheis'Sand-cjlrl ilu- ; AIDS. •. 
'dents y^illije g|vexi»pcriTiLs5;ioii to - r -rHo stressed ihat the education 
.return, iqfs^hool.wjien a -5pft!{;ific;.:' of gitis was neilhor prohibited un- 
piofjjam;i}as bj&ohvOjgai^^ised for .; der Islam nflr by the Taliban, mere- 
:therrrby';tHe T-alibari."".'f2xplainedi' ; ly that lx)ys and girls over the age 
lEdudation W|nistef;.M^ulayi-Abdu - of nine could not attend mixed 
=5alam:Hanifi; • T schools: ''Islam is not against edu- 

MNoelaborati6n«6rthis'''spec:ific;; . cation for anybody, but Islam is 
.pr{)graqi-'vva8 giveiiby the minis- . - against corruption within the edu- 
ter, exGept'jthatyt'inust'meet the : 'cation sysieni." Hanifi said, 
approval oPAfglianlstan's higliRst • i , He added that under the new 
ruling^l^ljljan authorities; based jn ' ' system, which would be Implc- 
ihesoiliherh'capitarKarKJahar.- ^ ' 1 mentcd when there was "per foci 
•^•'H^'':stated nhai- under ' the. .security" in Kabul, giiir,- would be 
1^il3at>,;girlsup'lQthe3ge.ofnine .'■ t^Ughi by women teachers and 
fmp. patmiUed to go to ' coeduca • . boys by men teachers . 



Vionai,06hool6/ but . from age 10 
they frfEfii be. segregated from the 
x)ys. •'V H**-' IH'VV- 
' ^According icf. Islam the illegal 



The Taliban toppled President 
Durhanuddin Habbani September 
27. but still face a military threat 
hom a* coalition alliance of ex- 



Kabul government troo[;s and 
Uzbeks under northern warlord, 
ex-communist General • Abdul 
Hashid Dwjlam. 

Infantry fighting north of Kabul 
has stagnated on two frontlines. 
but exchanges of arlillary-fire and 
air-raids are still common. 

The Education Minister de- 
clared .that if there was any short- 
age of teachers du^^ to the fact that 
women could not teach boys and 
vice versa, it would be made up 
from the intake of fresh trainees. 

"We will liave enough teachers. 
The new graduates from the teach- 
ers training colleges and various 
university institutes will meet any 
shui Uigeb. "' liO .Stated. 

The future status of girl stu- 
dents and women teachf3rs under 
tho Taliban will net l>ecome clear 
for some time yet; all schools in 
Kabul arc cunenily closed for the 
winter recess, and will ro-open af: 
ter the Afghan New Year in mid- 
March 1997. 
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Caretaker govt ( 
go-slow on Afgh; 



from BahimuIIah Yusufzai 



I'KSHAWAR: The caretaker govern- 

inoiu lino dooidod to {tino up tUn hl^h 

profiic role played by f<.)nner iiileiior 
minister Na^jeeniilali Babar hi trying 
to secure a ceasefire and settlement, 
of TJie Afghan problem. 

hiformed sources saki there were 
no hnmediate plai'is lo send an emis- 
sary to AfghanisUm to meet Uie lead- 
en? of warring Afghan groups. They 
said there were also no plans lo re- 
sume Babar's shuttle diplomacy to 
mediate a ceasefire between Ihe 
Afghat\ parlies. 

Gen Hashecd Dostum had an- 
noimccd the day Benazir IBhutto's 
government wis disniissed by Presi- 
dent Rinxjq Legliarl tliai Dabai' would 
be visiting Mazar-i-Sharif to resume 
iiis peace mission. But f^wnt^i m Rik- 
istah overtook Babar 's peace mission 
and all the grouiid work done by him 
to effect a ceasefire between the TM- 
iban and tlic rival alliance led bv Dos- 
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turn and Alunad Si\ah Masood came 
lommghL 

' * It may be added tlial the B>reigi\ 

^ r tmnn iirnr nimnrt Irnpf nnf nt Rtihy r'lr 

peace tiiission a.^ the foriner intertor 
minister took it upon liimself to me- 
diate a ceasefire. Official sources said 
Pakistan wovild now wait for results of 
UN special envoy Dr Norbprt HoU's 
latest peace iiuaative. They said t^- 
Istaii would support Dr Hollas efforts 
to bring the warring groups, to tlie ne- 
gotiating table and encourage an 
iitra-Afglian dialogue. ^\ ' 

Dr Holl, who left for the US 
Wednesday to attend tlie UN confer- 
ence on Afghanistan, recently irav- 
elled to Kandahar and Mazar-i-Sliarif 
for talks with the Taliban and Dos- 
tumbled alliance to convince them for 
a ceasefire and peaceful solution. He 
also iiulted l^liban 8 acting foreign 
minister Mulla Mohammad Ghous 
mii Dostum's special representative- 
in Pakistan, Gen itoda, to Islamabad; 
for talks. 
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Pakistaiji, hands 

over machinery,,^ 
to Taliban ' 

iF.P. Btirtau Report 

QUETTA --^.Tbe government of 
Pakistan : . reprfesentative' on 
Wednesday handed over madiln-' 
ery amounting to miilton to' 
♦i)e representatlvea of faliban In 
Chaman, the border town be- 
tween Pakistan and Afghanistan.; 
confirmed officfel sources here.- ' 
The sources said that Arlf 
Mahmood. director general of for- ' 
sign ministry for Afghanistan andi 
Central Asian States formally; 
handed: over • the' machinery to; 
Mula Hamid AkhunzadartniDister: 
•of re-construction, Maulvi Baz' 
Muhammad .minister for lo^istlc^ 
and Ha|i AtlQbllah^;"d[iTector gener- 
al of.haiionalhtg^iyirays of Taliban 
goverimient. fi-i'i. • •• . . 

Besides th^;,proVJsioh pf,;ma-f 
chinery:j,.- the.y.' {|pt)ghimeht .of* 
Pakistih Will alsd j)fovide* about, 
R6 lOdrhililion lo Talibah govern- ; 
menl {of the. construction of:100 
kms. highway "t^etWeen Chanian, 
ind Kaiidhar as the first phase' 
agreement has teen signed be-;, 
iween ■'•both*; governments.- 
According to. the agreement.; 
Pakistan will supply machinery : 
and financial assistance to j 
Talibaa's government for the am- ' 
struction of ' Chaman-Kandhar- 
Herat and Torighandi highway to 
connect Pakistan " by toad witk 
Tui«niM«m. Pp^f)/i 2. ^ 

Hekmatyar joins 
anti-Taliban pact 
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Ex- 
minister 

Gulbuddln ' ' Hekmatyar 
Wednesday joined the anti- 
Taliban alliance which namod 
northern yvatlord Abdul Rashid 
DoBtam vice president, the 
Afghan Isiamio Piess (AI?) re- 
ported. 

No comments wers immedi- 
ately available from Hekmalyar's 
Hezb-i-Islami which lias so fai 
lemained aloof from lha anti- 
Taliban grouping. 

The alliance agreed that 
Dostam's mainly Uzbek militia 
would be considered part of the 
Afghan armed foices. the 
Pakistan -based private news, 
agency said. . . 

Rabbani remains president of * 
the war-toin country while 
Dostam, retaining his status as ^. 
chief of the administran'on inf? 
northern provinces under his . 
control, will work as his deputy, 
AIP said quoting sources close 
toDostam. . 

AIP said the decisions were' 
iSlffO ^ meetlnq of the 

of Afghanistan which Dostam 



formed after the Tahban seized . 
Kabul on September 27. 

Tlie strict Islamic Taliban 
miiitla, wlio now control aiound 
two thirds of Afghanistan, are 
currently battling against the 
opposition coalition. 

The antl-Tallaban albance 
also includes pro-Iranian shiito 
faction of Hezb-i-Wahdat head- 
ed by KarJm. Klialllj. Its meeting 
in Dostam's stronghold, Mazar- 
I- Sharif, in northern Afghanistan 
Wednesday, was attended by 
lepiesentaiives of both Rabbani 
and Hekmatyar. the agency 
said. 

AIP said th« alliance conced- 
ed Dostam's demand for six 
miiiibL^jiarsiots in the new^ 2ct 
up. It did not say if Hekmatyar 
would regain his prime minis- 
tership. 

: poslam'e faction will get for- 
eign and defence portfolios and 
four other mlnistorial posts to be 
decided later, it said. 

.Th9 former government of 
Rabhani still retains its seat in 
the United Nations and is recog^. 

bouring Central Asian republics!; 
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Babrak: failed revolutionarj( 



Hahiiriuliah Yusufzai 




he former Afgnan presitleril Rabrak Kar- 
' ■ m,^l died iri Mo$c:OW on Dcncitihcr 2, 58 
'days after the execution of his oiie-ilme 
'Hval and successor, Dr Nf^ibuliaii. He died 
a peaceful death after a protracted illness unJike 
Dr Nagib, who was lorliired and shot dead by the 
Taliban before ids body was daiigled for public dis» 
piay ill a crowded square in Kabul. But as was the 
case during their life times when Dr Ncyib emerged 
victorious in a long drei^vn-oiit power struggle with 
Karni&i. even in de&th the- former managed to 
eclipse' the latter bec^u^e he auract ed wldes|»reai1 
symfiathy of Ua peopie after sufTerlj^g a violent end 
at Ih^ hands of li^e Ta]ll)an. On the oilier hattd, 
Kari^ial died far away from Afgiiajilstan in Russia, 
a coiLM^ which brauglit him into power In Kabul 
()hDepember27. J979. 

jTtte.^T-year old Kannai, who rtiled Afgliai^isian 
fojf kbcitit aeven years, wft5 never aljle to remove 
(the 6figma from r^im?:elf as a jnan wiio paved the 
•way for the Red Army troops of the then Soviet 
\ Unlop to occupy AfglianLslaj\. As Moscow so oflct\ 
cliaimed \\\ those turbuient Cold War days, Uie So- 
viet forces had entered Afghanistan on the invlta- 
tiqn of Xabu3, wiUch until December 27, 1979 was 
heAded by President Hafizuliah Amin. It was only 
after his murder that the leadership passed to Kw- 
\m<>l.; As proved by subsequent events, the naUon- 

' ahpi /uiiiit trcv?ji iiivi^rvl vlic rVoA Aiiiijr u wj-'o w liio 

country and wrs made to pay with his life for re- 
sisting the Soviet occupation of his homeland. It 

" thus fell to Karroai's lot to 'incite' the Soviet trwp$ 
to first instal and then sustain him in {Jower for 
seven long years. It was not without reason that the 
Afghan miyahideen and other nationaiist Afghans 
named him Shah Shiya, a reference to the Afghati 

' king who 140 years ago was la?t«i!ed on the throne 
of Kaliul by the British Iniperial power during liw 
first Anglo-Afghan War. For the proud Afghans, 
both Shah ShuJa and Babrak Karmal sold their 
sniils Jinri iheir country tfi aliftn powers for the sake 
■ of some temporal glory 

» r It would be pertinent to recall how Karmal, a 
bright lawyer with progressive views, degenerated 
from s man of the masses to a hated president. 
»Iike so many well-known lefltets all over tl^e worid, 
iiKanTtal was bont in a wealth)* family HL? fatlier, 
Mohammatf Huj^satn, wa$ an army genera! who 
served as governor of Pi^a province in soiilliern 
"Afghanistan and was close to the royal family. Kar- 
.mai was educated in the best institutJonSi among 
'thetii the Amani Lycee. He was an urlmnite and 
spoke Dari (Afghan Persian), even U\ough in later 
years he daiined to be a Pashtun. 
. Bai)rak Karmal was active in student politics, 
'^^pousing progressive causes and often coming 
Into conflict wiUi the lslan\lsts and nationalists at 
"the Kabul University. He added Karmal, which 
meant a friend of the workers, to hi$ name to sliow 
"his commitment to his leftist caase. Witen U>e I\?o- 
pie*8 Democratic Party of Afglianistan (PDPA), tJie 
coui^lry's first commuidsi party was founded in 
Kabul on January 1, 1905, Karmal ww one of it^ 
founders along witii such stalwarts as Noor Mo- 
hammad IWaki, Amli Akbar Khyber, Dastagir Pan 

■'I 




»Kil^<^ and farcham factlons/Karmal led the Paf- 



citamls, who mostly comprised Persian-speaking 
lii lianltes, pragmatic m their approach and deemed 
closer to Moscow, The Khalqis. who were led by 
T^raki and in later years along witli him by Amin» 
were dominated by I*ashtuns and had in their rai^kf: 
a large number of rural cadres. Its approach was 
dogmatic, keen on sweeping reforms without con- 
sideration for Uie ba(.^kbsh it could trigger in a con- 
servative Afghan society Karmal's personality 
clashes with Itoki, an idealist writer, and Aitiin, 
an ambitious teacher-turned-pt>lil-iciftn, also 
widened the gulf between the Parcham and Khalq 
and over the years tlte two faclioi^s graduated into 
full-fledged parties with rival agendas. 

Tl\e two factions reunited shoitly before stag- . 
Ing Uife coup and launching the Saur Revolution.. 
The PDPA captured power through a bloody coup 
d'etat on April 27, 1978, eUminatmg President Sar- 
dar Mohajnmad Dabud and members of his family, 
tlie cl^ange signalling an end to the five-year old re- 
publican regime. But it wasn't surprising when the 
PDPA again spilt into the hlglily antagonistic Par- 
cliam aj^d Kl^alQ factions not long after coming to 
power. As tlie military officers who played a cru- 
cial role in making a succe^f of the coup were 
" Khalqis, the top slot in Afghanistan's first ever 
commimist govenunent went to Khalq leaders with 
Taraki becoming the president ahd Andn his 
deputy. Karmal too was made a deputy to T&rM, 
a rank eq\ial to Amin, who in subsequent years be- 
came Karmal's eneniy nurniior one. In fact, it was 

V'l^tJvu."? f*\'1*\ tliav »vtt.l i/wtft-i 1*1 Uku 

PDHA regime was being wielded by the Khalqls and 
that the Parchamls felt Ignored and bypassed. A 
few montiis later, ntatters came to a head and 
'l)iraki-Amjn shunted out the l*archamls from the 
government after ai:<:miiiig thi:ifi uf plauniag a 
counter-i.*oup ami sent them to distant capitals 
around the world as ambassadors. Karmal was 
I>ack6d of! to Prague a!\d hi Najib to Teiu^an. 

Karmal waited for Ills opportuidty as >».e ki\ew 
that the Soviets were fed up with A>nln, wl^o 
in the meanwhile had allegedlv manoeuvred 
to eliminate Tkraki to become Afghanistan's pres- 
ident. Ills* chance came on December 27, 1979 
when the Bttrzhncv-lcd Communist Party poUtburo 
hi Moscow decided lltat it must intervene to save a 
V crumbling communist regime in Afghanistan and 
prevent a US-backed takeover by Afghan mu- 
Jahldeeh that could threaten its southern boniers 
. and incite Islamist revival in its Central Asian re- 
publics. Tlic 120,000 Soviet soldiers who entered 
AfghaiUstan in tliat cold December month were to 
stay there for tlie next ten years. As every Afglian 
would teU you at that time, Karmal can\o riding on 
one of the Soviet tanks to be installed as the 
Afghan president. Despite his l)Ost efforts to tone 
down the reforms introduced by his dogmatic 
Khalqi predec^ss<it^ and appeal to the patriotism 
of the Afghan people to fight the mi\jahideen 'mis- 
creants' aided and abetted by imperialist Amori* 
cans and Pakistani Pui^jabis, Karmal was never 
able 10 win the tnist of the proijd Afghat\s. In their 
eyes, he was a traitor who brought Russian occu- 
pation troops to their motherland and heaped .suf- 
ferings on Ids own people. It wa.s a crime ihey 
could never condone. 

. KannaJ as president wdsWdlffci;^^^^^ 
\ Karmal of yesterveis. A4 4 y<^^f^^ f*^ ^ 

nrrlTOrt m\m iM\r \M nii Itir mmi\i 

' royalista ai\d nationalists, He twice won seats in 



the parliiur.riit ftuiu Ida cot\slilue.nc>- ln:Kabul and 
fearlessly spoke out his mind in parliarrtentary de- 
bates. Many Afghans still remember hiw he anti • 
ills long-time female colleague, Anahita!Ratebzad» 
provoked the ire of Islamists and tribal ^larliamen- 
tarians, including Maulvi Mohammad; Nabi Mo- 
hammadi, one day and got beaten tip right inside 
tlie parliament, k was indeed a difficult task to es- 
pouse leftist ideas in a country rvled by i nKinarcli, 
Zalur Shah, and later by a mtliless pre^^dent, Sar- " 
dar Daoud, and where the conservative! clergy en- 
joyed considerable influence. But he reftwed tx) be ' 
cowed down and remained firxii in iiis jlews even \ 
after having lost power having se^n the coi- ; 
lapse of communism hi the world. 



When Karmal was forced lo resign a;^ president ,| 
in the summer of 1986, li was announded that he . j 
was keeping bad health. But the_main fajctor which \ 
led his exit was political. His government {aOef j 
to broaden its base or effectively qu^'the mui ! 
jahideen uprising. Ho was also losing his touch \ 
with the people and plctufes from that p^od show :! 
him uncomforiably trying to embrace! the hUge,^c 
turhat^ed Afgi^an tribal elders clad ii shalwar- ' 
kameez^quite in contrast with his owji tjiree-piece 
Westen^ suits. He had gradually backtracked on 
the Khalql reforms, like land and irt(gatlon re- : 
forms, literacy drives for toth men and Women; an 
end to usury and women rights. But tiii^as an ex- 
ercise in futility r.>ecausfi the perception among 
most Afghans by then was tl\at any reform^ being 

Moscow-inspired and, therefore, It ought to be op- • 
posed. Islam had become a rallying cr>' jfor the op- 
position and tite mvtjahldecn, funded an^ armed by 
the so-called free world, were tiie standard-bearers 

of lids battle-cry [ 

Karmal had love-liate rclatlonslilp with Pakistan, 
He made Islamabad a largei of his ftery 9pee<^ie» 
becau-se all his troubles in the battleground 
sienmied from the fact that his anned bpposliion 
was headquartered In Pakistan. At tlmesj he offered 
an olive branch to Pakistan, which obvic^iy wasn't 
-In a position accept ftlvcn its totalv:ommitment 
to the mi^ahldeen cause and the US. ©ut it- was 
ironical for a Pakistan-hater like Karmal to allwhis 
daughter, named Anahita after his loyal female 
friend and one of his ministers Analtitaj Ral^bzad, 
to marry a Pakistani lawyer, Safdar Kiian from Pir- 
plai vUlage (also Maj Qen NaseeniUali &abar*8 vil- 
lage) in Nowshera district li was obviously a love- 
marriage and Karmal didn't wwit to slop Uie couple 
fn)m marrying despite his misgivings ^bout Pak- 
istan. Tl\e couple now lives in Russia. '; 

One of his last acts that could arouse some 
sympathy for him among his people was his wljl 
that he be burled in Afghanistan. For the past ten 
years he li^'ed mostly hi Russia and in |lairalan, a 
town tn Afghanistan controlled by fomter conmiu- 
nbt mlHtla general, Abdur Rasheed Dostum, on Uhc 
border with Uzbekistan. The fac:t that lie lived in 
Hairatan, and his younger step-brother Mahmud 
Baryaiay often travelled to Dostum's headquarter, 
Mazar-i-Sharif, gave rise to speculation that Kar- 
mal was advising Dostum in government affairs. 
\^1iatever the truth, Karmal has ensured through 
Ills will that he considered himself a tpie Afghan 
. who preferred to |t>e burjed iijld^^^ncouiUg 

^j'al^wo^l?^^^^ thfftStrirwh?!^ 
Afghanistan. j 
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Pakistan, 

Afghanistan reach 
understanding on 
gaspipelme 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and Tal- 
iban - delegations held talks in 
Kandahar, Afghai\isian, on laying 
of a regional gas pipeline and car- 
rying out road repairs for a 
smooth traffic between Kandahar 
and Chaman, said Fbrclgn Office 
sources here Monday* :\. 
- Pakistan's delegation lefl by 
Foreign Secretary Najmuddin 
Sheikh flew to Kandahar Sunday 
to have an exchange of 
views with the l^llban side led by 
their leader Mullah Muhanunad 
Ontar on issues of mutual iiiterest 
and step$ to further cement the 
ties b^iween the lw> countries. 

Piakistani delegation compris- 
ing Additional Secretary Ifilkhar 
Murshad, Director General Arif 
Ayub and other officials after 
holding talks returned the same 
evening. 

. "This was a routine trip and 
there was no formal discussion 
between the two sides," said the 
sources. 

He said no formal agreement 
was signed but Tlaliban leader tdd 
Pakistani side they would allow 
the laying of gas pipeline throu^i 
their territory. 

The sources said the idea of 
the gas pipdinc was still in Hs cm* 
bryonic stage as no feaaibiil^ im- 
port had yet been prepared. Both 
sides also had an informal discus- 
sion on the Afghan crisis, said the 
sources. 

Fbreign Secretary K^muddin 
Sheikh told "RiUban. leader that 
Pakistan wanted a peaceful solu- 
tion to Afghan crisis in accor- 
dance with the aspirations of the 
Afj^unpeople. . 

Pakistan fully supports the 
UN Secretary General Special 
Representative Dr Norbert 
Holl's efforts for restoration of 
peace in the war-shattered 
country, said the .sources/ 
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